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Submitting of Observations and Explanations to the Parliament for the Standing Orders 119(4) which

presented by the Committee on Public Accounts of the Parliament of Sri Lanka

Parliament Statement No. 57

District Secretariat - Matale

Issues & Guidance shown by the | Recommendations/Orders of the | Actions taken by the Current
Committee on Public Accounts Committee on Public Accounts Accounting Officer Progress
Committee has informed to the It had been discussed at All the
A balance of around 30% (Rs.90 | Accounting Officer to pay the Committees on audit | Institutions
million) out of the total | attention to prepare a suitable management regarding have made

provision of Rs. 296 million
allocated for Capital Expenditure
in 2016 had been reported.

methodology by discussing with
the Treasury regarding obtaining
of annual allocations on due time.

this matter. Accordingly,
relevant Ministries &
Departments have made
aware by the Department
of Audit management of
Treasury after obtaining
of information by the
chief internal auditor of
the Ministry of Home
affairs. In addition to this,
Officers of the relevant
Ministries & Departments
have made aware by the
District Secretary of
Matale. (Annex-01, 02,
03).

aware formally.

Failure to take action to correct
the shortcomings that prevailed
in 7 projects with a value of Rs.
2,501,663/- 1n 6 Divisional
Secretariats.

It is a current requirement to
prepare the summary of special
estimates in trilingual basis & it
should present as an annexure with
original document because officers
have to face many problems due to
using only English languages for
preparation of special estimates.

All the divisional
secretaries of the Matale
District have made aware
(Annexure 04).

Actions have
being
processed
according to
the
instructions.

Failure to take action to recover
tax amount of Rs. 1,503,600/-
from year 2002 to year 2008
which should receive from 11
residents and businessmen in
Hettipola town in Wilgamuwa
Divisional Secretariat.

It has ordered to handover an in
detailed report to the Committee
relevant to this matter.

Relevant Detailed report
has presented to the
committee on Public
Accounts in 19/09/2017.
(Annexure 05)

A discussion
had been
conducted at
Parliament
complex with
the leadership
of
Hon.Gayantha
Karunathilake,
Minister of
lands regarding
solving of the
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problem of
Hettipola town.
It had decided
to re-open the
relevant
surveying as
discussed at the
meeting.
Accordingly, It
had decided
that it is
suitable to get
final decisions
after
conducting of a
Land
Secretariat
again by
identifying of
government &
Private lands
separately in
the meeting.
According to
the exceptional
discussion, it
had forwarded
a letter bearing
No.12/3/2/17/1
-Iv & dated
04.10.2018
towards the
Secretary of
Ministry of
Lands with
copies to
Commissioner
General of
Lands &
Survey General
to get advices
to take future
steps of this
problem.
Accordingly, It
had been
informed by a
reply of
surveying
General
bearing
No.SAG(F)/10
035/E01-
2018/17 and
dated
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22.10.2018 to
Senior
surveying
officer of
Matale to take
necessary
actions as soon
as possible to
re-open the
surveying after
receiving the
said request.
Surveying
request
regarding re-
opening of
boundaries to
solve the land
problem of
Hettipola town
had forwarded
to senior
surveying
officer of
Matale by the
letter bearing
No.12/3/2/17/1
-Iv and dated
04.10.2018.The
n,surveyor of
government
had pointed out
the boundaries
of relevant
field which
occurred as
boundaries
claimed by the
government &
Non-calming
by the
government
for the relevant
parties by re-
opening the
boundaries of
tracing
Ma/WLG/2013
/256 and dated
17.06.2013
prepared by
surveyor
General. Throug
h the letter of
Senior
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Surveying
Officer of
Matale which
bearing No.
Ma/Su/WGL/2
019/35 and
dated
19.03.2019 had
been informed
that relevant
boundaries
shown clearly
to Grama
Niladhari,
Colony Officer
and 3 of
members of the
Trade society
of Hettipola
already.
Though it had
informed to
divisional
secretary of
wilgamuwa to
suspense
temporally the
taking of future
steps relevant
to this issue by
the letter of
Commissioner
Generals Of
lands bearing
No.4/10/22/mat
ale/miscellaneo
us/2014 and
dated
22.10.2015
Divisional
Secretary of
Wilgamuwa
has proposed to
Commissioner
General of
Lands by a
letter bearing
No.12/3/2/17/1
-1 and dated
25.03.2019 to
held a lands
Kachcheri as
per the circular
No0.2008/04 of
Commissioner

63




Generals of
Lands by
removing the
suspension and
also he
proposed that
it 1s suitable to
provide grants
for the suitable
resides such as
businessmen
and resides
who live within
the boundaries
of Government
lands without
permission.
(Annexure-
06,07,08)

The Rice Processing Center
constructed in Bathgampala,
Wilgamuwa by spending Rs.
1,177,331/- under the Gama
Neguma National Project in
2007, 2008 and 2009 and the 2
machines purchased by spending
Rs. 330,000/- have remained on
inactive mode.

Committee has emphasized &
ordered to hand over an in detailed
report to clearly understand
whether this incident may be
occurred due to carelessness of
officers or on pressures of
outsiders.

A board of inquiries had
been appointed by the
letter of District Secretary
—Matale bearing
No.1/2/13/1/5 and dated
05.11.2018 which issued
according to the letter
bearing No.
HA/F/16/MTL.PAC/2017
& dated 18.10.2018 of
the Secretary of Ministry

Though the
report of board
of inquiries has
handed over to
the office it has
not mentioned
about précised
responsible
person &
therefore it had
been informed

of Home Affairs. to hold an
inquiry again. |
expect to take
suitable action
after receiving
the said report.
( Annexure-
09,10,11)
Maintaining deposits amounting Action had been taken to | It has
to Rs.20,874,677/= in the General The C.A.O. /A.O. stated that settle expired balance of conducted a
Deposit Account for over 2 years out of the said amount all the deposit accounts monthly
from 2010 to 2013 and failure to retained in the deposit account except the lands supervision by
act in accordance with FR 571 in to pay compensation for compensations. calling a
relation to deposits amounting to lands, all money had been monthly report
RS.4,726,366/: of the District settled other than Rs. from all
Secretariat & 3 divisional 686,792/- and that action was divisional
secretariats exceeding than 2 being taken to speedily settle secretariats.
years as at 15.07.2017. the remaining balances as well Accordingly,
in accordance with the there is no any
Financial Regulations. of expired
balance at
present.
The Committee has ordered to The relevant detailed It has been
hand over an in detailed report report has handed over to | inquired again
within 3 weeks to the Committee committee on Public from the

64




Even though the minimum
limit imposed by
Parliament for the
Government Officers’
Advance Account bearing
Head No. 25901 was
Rs.27,000,000 as at 31st
December 2014, failure to
reach that limit with a
shortage of Rs.
1,274,013/- as actual
receipts were Rs.
25,725,987/-.

regarding this matter.

Accounts on 19/09/2017.
(Annexure -05)

department of
budget of the
Treasury
regarding this
matter on
31.12.2014

It has declared
that it is unable
to provide
approval in this
year regarding
the application
of year 2014
when inquiry
had made on
the telephone.
(Annexure -
12).

In the first half of 2016,
incurring a financial loss to the
government as a result of
presenting over estimates for
construction material by the
price fixing committee of Matale
District Secretariat, when
compared with other districts of
the Central Province.

Committee had draw attention
regarding this matter and it has
emphasized to make payments due
to approved price of Provincial
Council.

It had informed that not
to use quotations which
approved in the beginning
of the year 2017.
(Annexure — 13)

It has also
considered the
quotations of
adjoining
districts of
Kandy, Nuwara
Elia & Central
Provincial
Council when
fixing the price
at present.

The Handloom Weaving Centre
constructed in Habaragahamada,
Naula, by spending Rs.
6,265,078/- without a feasibility
study not being used for the
expected purpose even by June
2017, existence of many
construction weaknesses in the
building and 23 sewing
machines, 11 scissors, 240 yards
of shirt fabric and other
equipment remaining on unused
condition for 2 years.

C.A.O/ A.O said that though it has
purchased sewing machines &
other accessories with expectation
of conducting handloom Training

centers in the Yatawatta and Naula

divisional secretariat divisions it
had fail to fulfill the expectation
and therefore the building had
hand over for training centre of
National Youth Council Service.

This building has
assigned to the National

Youth Service Council in
year 2017.

It is conducting
training courses
on Karate &
Languages
etc..at present.
As this
building does
not have water
& electricity it
is expected to
wiring the
building and
had inform
towards
relevant
institute to
forward
estimates to
supply water &
electricity by
taking 03 lacks
of allocation
under the
Youth with
Talent
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Programme.
(Annexure-
14,15)
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Even though construction of 09
projects with an estimated cost
of Rs. 62,232,742/- for 2014 had
been partly completed by
spending Rs. 17,183,008/, those
projects being abandoned for
various reasons.

The committee
had
emphasized
that neglecting
of numbers of
projects in
many districts
is as an
aggravating
problem and
Had order to
Auditor
Generals to
hand over a
report by
studying
deeply
regarding such
projects.

(1).Pathkolagolla road from
Matale junction
(Rs.2000000.00)

It has taken action to recover
the provided Advance
amount of Rs.392000.00.

The relevant road has
extended & made by paving
stones at present by the
Pradeshiya sabha.

(11) Clinic/Fitness Centre at
thithawelgolla.
(Rs.1000000.00)

A Committee has assigned
to obtain recommendation
for assigning lands &
Payment activities.

Members of Committee
1.Matale District Engineer

2.Urban council Engineer of
Dambulla Urban Council

3.Technical Officer of
Divisional Secretariat

The Committee which
appointed by the letter dated
11.03.2019 of Mayor to
obtain recommendations, has
checked relevant
performance and
recommended an amount of
money by considering the
completed work as per the
agreements and
Recommendations have
forwarded for the additional
remain work & it has
informed that payment will
make in near future.

(IIT) School Building at
Bandarapola Maha
Viddyalaya (8250000.00)

It has been discussed at the
District Coordinating
committee meeting on
19/03/2018. Accordingly,
Secretary has informed to
the Ministry of education to
obtain allocation.

This school has entered to the
Project category A under
programme denoted as “Best
School is the Nearest
School” and accordingly it
had prepared estimates for
future work of this project.
Department of Engineering
services at Central province
had informed that action has
taken to publish a news paper
advertisement to calling
tenders on 08/01/2019.
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(Annexure 16,17,18)

(IV)Development of Play
ground at Selagama.
(490870.00)

Action has taken to use Play
ground for Sports activities.

Total expenditure had
bearded only for the
development purpose of play
ground. Any of cost had not
bear for construction of
retaining wall. It is not a
hindrance to use play ground
without construction of
retaining wall. Accordingly,
Play ground is using to play
at present.

(V).Construction of
Daluwela Play ground
(Rs.261274.00)

Construction of Service
Center has fully completed.

Offices included GN Office
& other has being processed
in the Service Center.

(VI).Udagama Water
Scheme has
completed.(Rs.1000000.00)

Water is supplying for public
under this project.

(VII). Development of
Makulemada Manikawatta
Road (Rs.784000.00)

Construction of road has
completed.

People are using road as it
completed.

(VII).Upgrading of
Galaudahena & Brandigala

area as a tourism Zone.
(Rs.5000000.00)

Though allocations had
released for the estimate of
this project by the
Department of botanical
garden in year 2012 under
the approval of district
secretary the project did not
implemented.

(IX). Construction of
T.B.Tennakoon Cultural
Center — Dambulla
(Rs.43446598.00)

Construction had not
functioned of this cultural
Center in year 2016 in the
land which provided on long

According to the reply
received from the department
of attorney general on
04.10.2017 it has informed
that it is suitable to allocate
allocations by coming
budget. A letter bearing
No.DS/5/5/T.B.T/01 & dated
18.01.2018 has forwarded to
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term levy base as it had arise | Secretary of Ministry of
controversial condition Home Affairs for taking
regarding this construction | advices. (Annexure -19)
and a letter had forward to
the department of attorney
general on 14.07.2017 by
referring advices regarding
this matter.

8. MG K. PERERA

District Secretaxy f

Government Agent
Matale.
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Recommendation of the Secretary

SN
——

Action igken by the District Secretary is recommended and submitted for approval.

H.T. Kamal Pathmasirl
Secretary
m Ministry of Internal and Hume Affairs
At and Provincia) Councils and Local
H.T. Kamal Fathmasiri Government

Secrefary
Miristry of Internal and Home Affairs and Provincial Councils and Local Government

Recommendation of the Minister aad the Action taken

: L) istrict § the Committee
[ have already given instructions to the Secretary on paying special attention on the lx}smwnons.glvw W ':" D?:::r::c;faz: by the Distric
on Public Accounts and by averling the shortcomings pointed out therein through implementing the relevan

Secretary, it is expected to bring its positive level upto optimum level within the year 2019 and 2020.

WAJIRA ABEYWARDANA (WP
Minister of inlam, Home Affas,
\M - Poca Cads aducd e
Independence Squere, Colombo 07.
Wajira Aheywar
Miuister of Internal and Home Affairs and

Provincial Councils and Local Government
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