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Department of Legal Affairs

Vision

To be the best department rendering a professional input, interfacing between the institutional setup of the
Ministry of Finance and Planning and the Attorney General's Department, Legal Draftsman's Department
and other regulatory agencies as well as with multilateral and bilateral funding agencies on legal,
legislative and regulatory matters.

Mission

Facilitate providing relevant information and policy decision to be able to obtain well considered legal
advice and opinions and representation by the Attorney General's Department on legal, legislative and
regulatory matters and on Agreements and contract on foreign loans and grants signed between the

Government and other states, bilateral and multilateral funding agencies.

Engage on research and development and make an effective contribution in the process of translating

Government Policy into legislations/regulations.

Provide legal support to the Ministry of Finance and Planning on legal related matters routine in nature.
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Department of Legal Affairs

Performance Report — 2012

Function of the Department of Legal Affairs

The Department of Legal Affairs performs its duties with a professionally qualified team of staff and
undertake the responsibility to appear for the various legal proceedings filed against the secretary to the
Ministry of Finance and Planning and the Treasury officials and solve such issues whilst coordinating the
Legal Draftsman’s Department on matters with regard to Agreements and Bills in order to create good

governess through sound management.

Functions Relating to Litigation

The task of the Legal Affairs Department is to take relevant measures with regard to the cases filed
against the Ministry of Finance and Planning and the Treasury officials attached to its Departments and
prepare observations thereof on facts obtained from the respective Departments in order to submit the
same to the Attorney General's Department for legal proceedings. The officials of the Legal Affairs
Department take part in consultative discussions fixed by Attorney Generals Department along with other
relevant officials of the respective Departments. Further, This Department makes representation at the

inquiries of Human Right Commission.
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Details of Legal Proceedings during the year 2012

Number of Cases Number of Number of
Refereed Cases Cases
Concluded Pending

Supreme Court 46 11 35
Court of Appeal 29 04 25
High Court 03 01 02
District Court 02 - 02
Human Right Commission 04 01 03
Administrative Appeal Tribunal - - -

Magistrate's Court - - -

Labour Tribunals - - -

Total 84 17 67

02. Providing Legal Advice

When advice is sought on legal related issues arising in the Ministry of Finance and Planning and the
Treasury Departments, calling for information in that respect and providing such information to the
Attorney General's Department and the Legal Draftsman’s Department and working in close liaison with

relevant Departments and Institutions to resolve such issues is another task entrusted to this Department.

Details of files referred to the Attorney General's Department for advice and Legal Affairs
Department for observations during the year 2012.

Number of Files referred Number of Files concluded Number of Files pending

(Other than Agreements)

10 07 03
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03. Agreements and Related Matters

The Legal affairs Department is also involved in analyzing agreements; discussion with relevant parties,
performing related functions for signing of such agreements, and liaison with the Attorney General until
final clearance is given for agreements relating to loans and aid received for various Projects and
programmes towards the development of the country by bilateral and multilateral donor agencies and

other foreign states through the Departments of the Ministry of Finance and Planning.

Details of Agreements during the year 2011

Number of Number of files | Number of
Agreements concluded Files
Refereed pending
External Resources Department 74 53 21
Other Departments 03 02 01
Total 77 55 22

04.  Action Relation to Enacting laws and Regulations.

Function of the Legal Affairs Department includes preparation of initial drafts and related amendments in
transforming State policies of the Ministry of Finance and Planning, Department of the Treasury and
other institutions into law or regulations and liaison with the Legal Draftsman’s Department and Attorney

General's Department for final clearance on matters connected therewith.
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Acts Approved in 2012

1. Tax Appeals Commission

2. Value Added Tax

3. Inland Revenue ( Amendment)

4. Nation Building Tax ( Amendment)

5. Ports and Airport

6. Economic Service Charge ( Amendment)
7. Finance Act

05. In order to enhance the knowledge and expertise of the staff on related subjects, arrangements have
been made for the officials of the Legal Affairs Department to participate in local and foreign training

Programmes.

06. Preparation of the Reform Initiatives Chapter for the Annual Report of the Ministry of Finance
and Planning is also a function of the Legal Affairs Department.

07. Giving assistance to finalize the reports prepared by the Ministry of Finance and Planning in

terms of the provisions of the Act.

08. Officials of the Legal Affairs Department are called up on to serve as members when

appointments are made to the Technical Evaluation committee and Procurement Committees.

09. The Legal Affairs Department maintains a Data Base for files relating to legal proceedings and
opinions on related matters, files relating to obtaining legal opinions of the Attorney General on
agreements forwarded by the External Resources Department and other Departments, files with regard to

local /foreign training participation , Assets Register of the Department and Leave register.
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10. Administration and Accounts Division

101 (a) Staff

Summary of Staff of the Department is given in Table 1

Table 1 -Summary of Staff (31.12.2012)

Post Approved Cadre Number of employees
in service
Director General 1 1
Legal Specialist 3 -
Add. Director General (Legal) 1 -
Legal Adviser - 1
Director Legal 1 -
Senior Legal Analyst 1 -
Senior Legal Officer 1 1
Legal Analyst 1 -
Legal Officer 3 2
Legal Officer ( Contract) 1 1
Assistant Director 2 1
Accountant (Acting) 1 1
Legal Assistant 1 1
Confidential Secretary 1 1
Management Assistant 3 2
Computer Typing Secretary 1 1
K.K.S 2 1
Driver 4 2
Total 28 16
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Transfers from the Department during the year 2012

None

Transfers to the Department during the year 2012

. . Date of transfer to the
Name Designation
department
1. Mrs. O.V.N.Priyadarshani Public Management 02.04.2012
Assistant 11
10 1 (b) Staff Training and Seminars
Foreign Training
None
Summary of Local Training - 2012
Name No offices trained and the filed
Master English/Tamil Computer Accounts
Degree
1 Public Management i i ) 01
Assistant (CIGAS)
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10. |1 (c) Financial Administration

Allocations have been made to the Department from the budget estimates 2012 under head 323,

Programme 1, Project 1 and details in respect of the allocations made and how they were utilized are

given below.

Particulars of Expenditure

Net Provision-2012

Actual Expenditure-2012

Recurrent Expenditure 9,670,000.00 10,191,281.00
Personal Emoluments 7,643,000.00 7,551,064.00
Others 2,669,000.00 2,640,217.00
Capital Expenditure 650,000.00 108,011.00

Government officers’ Advance “B” Account

During the year 2012, loans which have been granted to officers of the Department from the Government

Officers’ Approved Advance ‘B’ Account are as follows.

Type of Loan No. of Officers Amount Paid
Distress 04 210,292.00
Special - -
Festival 06 30,000.00
Total 240,292.00

A sum of Rs. 241,390.00 has been recovered from the loans granted during the year.

10. Il Audit Queries

During the year 2012, replies were given to 04 Audit queries forwarded from the Internal Audit Division

of the Ministry .Necessary measures were taken to rectify the deficiencies pointed out.
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