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Department of Coast Conservation & Coastal Resource
Management

1. Introduction

Coast Protection Unit was established in 1963 under the Colombo Port
Commission and in 1978 Coast Conservation Division was set up under the
Ministry of Fisheries. With the aim of conserving the coast and creating safe
and sustainable development opportunities base on the high valued economical
resources that exist in the coast of Sri Lanka thus the Coast Conservation
Division was upgraded to an “A Grade Department” on 1* of January 1984. As
such coastal stabilization projects are being allocated the highest expense out of
the department’s annual budget to conserve the coastal zone of the island.
Management of shoreline by effective coastal stabilization schemes contribute
for the sustainable developments while management of coastal resources and
developments maintain the standards of the coastal environment which are
equally important and subsequently Coast Conservation and Coastal Zone
Management Act No. 57 of 1981 was implemented and administration, control,
custody and management of the coastal zone is vested to the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. Further Act No : 57 of 1981 was amended by
Acts No: 64 of 1988 and No : 49 of 2011 and administration and
implementation of the provisions in Act, formulation and execution of schemes
for Coast Conservation and Coastal Zone Management and preparation of
Coastal Zone Management Plan and other duties and functions including in
Section 4 of the Act are vested to the Director General of Coast Conservation
and Coastal Resource Management.

Vision

Sri Lanka to achieve the prime status among countries in South Asian region by
sustainable management of coastal resources and having attractive, safe and
leisure beaches by 2020.

Mission

The Sustainable development of the coastal resources and the management of
coastal process to optimize social, economic and environmental status of Sri
Lanka.
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Objectives

1. To improve status of the costal environment.

2. To develop and manage the coastal zone

3. Safeguard coastal infrastructure & risks reduction of coastal
communities.

4. To improve the living standards of costal communities and coastal
resource users.

5. To promote and facilitate economic development based upon coastal

resources.

Key Functions

1. Mitigating immediate impacts of coastal erosion.

2. Providing long term coast protection solutions.

3. Preparation of shoreline management strategies.

4. Carry out coastal investigation.

5. Carry out costal wave measurement studies.

6. Implementation of coastal research program.

7. Monitoring of near-shore bathymetry changes.

8. Updating Coastal Design Guidelines.

9. Coastal monitoring and evaluation.

10. Promoting sustainable coastal user friendly coastal construction.
11. Providing guidance in construction of marine structure within the

coastal zone.

33



12. Preparation of costal Hazard Maps (Tsunami, sea level rise, storm surge
& coastal erosion).

13. Providing coast protection design review for external parties.

14. Providing design assistance for river outlet management structures.

15. Conducting coastal water quality monitoring program.

16. Updating Coastal Zone Management Plan.

17. Controlling coral mining and beach sand mining.

18. Conducting environmental impact assessment for coastal development.

19. Ensuring permit compliance.

20. Enhancing awareness of coastal issues, including Curriculum
development for schools.

21. Promoting community participation in coastal resource management.

22. Implementing special area management sites to improve the livelihoods
of the communities through participatory coastal management.

23. Declaration of the Affected Areas, Conservation Areas and Special
Management Areas and proper management of such areas.

24. Establish Beach parks.

25. Preparation of the Coastal Access Plan and facilitating Coastal access.

26. Control the illegal construction and illegal filling of land or water bodies

within the coastal zone.

The Coast Conservation & Department which had been under the Ministry

of Fisheries & Aquatic Resource Development was assigned to the Ministry



of Ports & Aviation by the Extra Ordinary Gazette notification number

1651/20 dated 30™ April, 2010.

The Coast Conservation Department was assigned to the Ministry of
Defence by the Extra Ordinary Gazette notification number 1681/3 dated
22" November, 2010 and since then the department is under the same
ministry. The name of the Ministry of Defence was changed as “ Ministry

of Defence & Urban Development” with effect from 07" October 2011.

Coast Conservation (Amendment) Act No. 49 of 2011 approved by the
Parliament and new amendment was implemented with effect from
December 2011. According to the Amendment Act the word “Coast
Conservation” was substituted by the word “Coast Conservation & Coastal

Resource Management”.

According to that amendment the name of the Department was changed as

“Coast Conservation & Coastal Resource Management”.

The amended Act has also made several new legal provisions to the Coast
Conservation & Coastal Resource Management Act, and according to the

new amends the duties of the Department has expanded.

Again, the Coast Conservation & Coastal Resource Management
Department was assigned to the Ministry of Mahaweli Development and
Environment by the Extra Ordinary Gazette notification number 1933/13

dated 21%" September, 2015.
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