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01. Introduction

Urban Settlement Development Authority

The main objective of establishing the Urban 

Settlement Development Authority was to 

formulate a national policy on urban settlement 

development, to uplift the living standard of 

people living in under served urban settlements 

in order to ensure a sustainable urban 

development and to upgrade the existing 

housings units by providing access to urban 

facilities to such people or to design and 

implement programs to make available better 

housing facilities for them.  

The  Urban  Settlement  Development  Authority 

was  established  through  the Urban  

Settlement  Development 

Authority  Act  No.  36  of  2008. 
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“To ensure enhanced life-style within sustainable 

urban human settlements”
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02. Vision 
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“ Offering solutions to housing problems 

of residents of under served

 urban settlements in compliance with 

a holistic urban development 

plan and concurrently 

empowering them socially, economically 

and culturally. “

03. Mission 
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01. Chairman    Mr. Prasanna Gunawardane              15.01.2009

 
02. Director General    Mr. G.G.K.Gamini                02.02.2009 
  (Secretary to the       
  Board of Directors) 

03. Member of the    Mr. Bharatha Lakshman               18.02.2009
 Board of Directors   Premachandra

04. Member of the    Mr.Dissa Weerapana        18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

05. Member of the     Vidyajothi W.N.               18.02.2009
 Board of Directors   Gemunu Silva

06. Member of the     M.Z. Mohammad Riza         18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

07. Member of the     Mrs Bhadrani Jayawardane               18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

08. Member of the     Mr. H.P.C.Herath                18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

09. Member of the     Mr. S.S.Mudalige              18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

10. Member of the     Mr. Prasanna Silva               18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

11. Member of the    Mr. A.W.Dayananda        18.02.2009
 Board of Directors

Date of 
appointment 

NamePost       

04. Chairman and Board of Directors 

Board of Directors from  01.01.2010 to 05.05.2010 
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1. Chairman    Attorney-at-law                 24.05.2010
     Mr. Palitha Gamage

2. Director General    Dr. Sumith Wanniarachchi           26.05.2010
 (Secretary to                
 the Board of Directors) 

3. Member of the    Ven. Ittekande                  24.05.2010
 Board of Directors    Sadhdhatissa Thera

4. Member of the     Dr. Nihal Jayathilake          15.06.2010 
 Board of Directors
  

5. Member of the    Mr. Janaka Kurukulasuriya                15.06.2010 
 Board of Directors

6. Member of the    Mr. A.W.Dayananda          07.07.2010 
 Board of Directors

7. Member of the    Miss. M.I.V.Amarasekara                28.07.2010 
 Board of Directors

8. Member of the    Mr. Bernard Kariyawasam                24.05.2010 
 Board of Directors

9. Member of the                  Mr. Ranil Priyantha Fernando                 24.05.2010 
 Board of Directors

10. Member of the    Mr. A.H.Suresh Indika          24.05.2010
 Board of Directors

11. Member of the    Mr. Ajith Kithsiri Bandara                24.05.2010 
 Board of Directors

12. Member of the    Mr. Chaminda Kumara                24.05.2010  
 Board of Directors   Sudasinghe

Date of 
appointment 

NamePost       

04. Chairman and Board of Directors 

Board of Directors from 24.05.2010 to 31.12.2010 
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1 Director General   Mr. G.G.K.Gamini               02.02.2009

2 Director (Project     Mr. Y. R. De Silva                  01.08.2009 
 Management and
 Development 

3 Accountant                   Mr. S. Sumanthiran                07.05.2009 

4 Chief Internal Auditor  Mr. N.G.P. Dias          01.10.2009

5 Senior Engineer    Mr. G.J.Gunasekara               01.10.2009
 

6 Legal Officer    Mrs. D.A. Devika Dissanayake        01.11.2009

7 Senior Project Officer   Miss. P.S.Gamage                 26.01.2009

Date of 
appointment 

NamePost       

Senior Management 

Senior Management from  01.01.2010 to 05.05.2010 
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1 Director General   Dr. Sumith Wanniarachchi               26.05.2010

2 Director (Project     Mr. Y. R. De Silva                  01.08.2009 
 Management and
 Development 

3 Accountant    Mr. S.Sumanthiran                 07.05.2009 

4 Chief Internal Auditor  Mr. N.G.P. Dias          01.10.2009

5 Senior Engineer    Mr. G.J.Gunasekara               01.10.2009
 

6 Legal Officer    Mrs. D.A. Devika Dissanayake        01.11.2009

7 Senior Project Officer   Miss. P.S.Gamage                 26.01.2009

Date of 
appointment 

NamePost       

Senior Management 

Senior Management from  06.05.2010 to 31.12.2010 
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The year 2010 is the second year of this Authority established under the Urban Settlement 

Development Authority Act No. 36 of 2010. Even at the beginning of the year, a cadre had not been 

approved for the Urban Settlement Development Authority. and as at 30.12.2010 on the 

recommendations of the Salaries and Cadre Commission, a cadre consisting of 81 was approved by 

the Department of Management Services. 

The appointment of a new Chairman and a new Board of Directors took place in May 2010 and the 

new Board of Directors commenced functioning from June 2010. As per the provisions of the Urban 

Settlement Development Authority, the 1% service charge was collected and remitted to the Urban 

Settlement Development Authority by the Urban Development Authority from property developers 

for the provision of funds for the low-cost housing program was not remitted to the Urban Settlement 

Development Authority since April, 2010 thus depriving the Authority of its main source of income. 

However subsequent discussions with the Ministry of Finance on the matter enabled the Authority to 

secure funds for recurrent expenses and development activities. Accordingly, 'Arunodaya Urban 

Poor' Kusum Housing Programme for the urban poor and the Cities without Slums ' were completed 

this year as programmes continued from last year. Under the Arunodaya Urban Poor programme 664  

houses were constructed within the Colombo District and 334 outside the Colombo District while 

construction of 109 houses were completed for beneficiaries from Ivan Watta- Moratuwa,  

Bambarakele- Nuwaraeliya, Badulupitiya- Badulla and Kailagoda under the 'Cities without  Slums' 

programme.  

Under new housing projects, construction work of the Phase II of Sinhapura, Baseline Mawatha, 

Borella  multistoreyed housing scheme was launched and another multistoreyed housing scheme for 

shanty dwellers  living along the coastal belt whose abodes are threatened due to sea erosion was 

initiated during the year. 

Renovation activities were carried out in three housing schmes- Sahaspura housing scheme-Borella, 

Sinhapura Phase I housing complex-Borella,  Wadulusevana Housing Complex-Orugodawatta- 

under the Nagamu Puravara programme.  

Further, preliminary activities of the social mobilization programme introduced with the objective of 

uplifting the living standard of the residents of urban settlements and brining about an attitudinal 

change were launched concurrent to 2010 World Habitat Day. 

Another significant achievement of the year was the formulation of a corporate plan for the first time 

which grounded in the basic objectives of the Urban Settlement Development Authority. 

While recalling that the training of the staff of the Authority and establishing a fund for the Authority 

are the two most urgent requirements for the attainment of the objectives of the Authority, I am 

pleased as Chairman with what we have achieved with the limited resources available during the 

second year of existence and the state of preparedness for future programmes.   

05. Review of the Chairman 

Palitha Gamage
Attorney-at Law,
Chairman,
Urban Settlement Development Authority 
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The  following  six   development   programmes   were   implemented  by  the   Urban   Settlement 

Development Authority in the year 2010 

1.  “Arunodaya Urban Poor Kusum” housing programme for the urban poor continuation 

2.  “Cities without Slums” programme- continuation   

3.  Infrastructure development Programme- continuation  

4.  Urban mutistoreyed housing Programme 

5.  “Nagamu Puravara” Programme 

6. World Habited Day Programme 

1. “Arunodaya Urban Poor” Kusum housing programme for the urban poor- continued 

A community participatory housing development programme targeting the poor community living in 

urban and semi-urban areas who have no means of constructing a house of their own. 

This programme was implemented with the support of the community based organizations and the 

identification of beneficiaries, designing and construction of houses were carried out with the 

participation of the community.  For each beneficiary a sum of Rs. 125,000.00 was donated and the 

voluntary of labour of the community was fully obtained for construction purposes. 

The programme which was in operation in 2009, had to be suspended midway in the year 2010.  This 

was due to the suspension of the remittance of 1% service charge by the Urban Development 

Authority which was collected from property developers for the provision of funds for the low-cost 

housing programme to the Urban Settlement Development Authority since April, 2010 with the 

reallocation of subjects of Ministries in April 2010 under which the Urban Settlement Development 

Authority was placed under the purview of the Ministry of Construction, Engineering Services, 

Housing & Common Amenities.  

Accordingly, the development projects that were being carried out using this service charge had to be 

stopped. However, with the subsequent intervention of the Minister of Construction, Engineering 

Services, Housing & Common Amenities, the Ministry of Economic Development released 

provisions amounting to Rs. 86.794 million to the Ministry of Construction, Engineering Services, 

Housing & Common Amenities  to complete these housing projects as continued programmes. 

06. Ongoing Programmes -2010 
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S.No Local Government Area  No of beneficiaries who 
completed construction  

1. Homagama Pradeshiya Sabha  51 

2. Maharagama Pradeshiya Sabha 66 

3. Kesbewa Pradeshiya Sabha  42 

4. Kaduwela Pradeshiya Sabha 46 

5. Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia Municipal Council 3 

6. Moratuwa Municipal Council  59 

7. Seethawakapura Urban Council 47 

8. Seethawaka Pradeshiya Sabha 201 

9. Boralesgamuwa Urban Council  9 

10. Kottikawatta –Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya Sabha 16 

11. Sri Jayawardanapura Kotte Municipal Council  13 

12. Kolonnawa Urban Council 10 

13. Colombo Municipal Council  101 

Total  664 

 

Colombo District – Continued 

Completion of construction work in 664 houses in 13 local government authority areas in the 

Colombo District ( Total expenditure -  Rs.  Million.  56.238 )  

Outside Colombo District – Continued 

Completion of construction work in 334 houses in the districts of Matara, Kurunegala, Kalutara, 

Gampaha, Galle, Hambantota and Ampara  

S No District 
No of beneficiary 

families 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Gampaha

Kalutara

Ampara

Galle 

Hambantota

Kurunegala

Matara 

57

27

09

05

137

64

35

Total 334
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2.  Cities without Slums  Programme 

The programme “Cities without Slums” was implemented targeting communities living in shanties 

and slums in the urban and semi urban areas with the objective of granting ownership of a standardized 

house to slum and shanty dwellers. 

This was a programme conducted with the assistance of the local government authorities and with the 

participation of the community.  

For each house constructed under this programme, a grant of Rs. 175,000.00 was provided to the 

beneficiary in installment basic and construction was carried out with community labour contribution. 

Though this programme which was implemented in the year 2009 was suspended in 2010 due to non-

receipt of funds, It was completed as a programme continued from previous year using the provisions 

received from the Ministry of Economic Development in 2010. 

District  Project  No of Houses  Amount (Rs 
Million) 

Colombo  Ivanwatta-Moratuwa 30 3,880 

N’Eliya  Bambarakele 27 2,796 

Badulla  Badulupitiya  37 4,000 

Kailagoda  15 1,575 

Total  109 12,251 

 

3.  Infrastructure Development Programme  - continued

The objective of this programme was to develop essential infrastructure facilities in the underserved 

urban settlements in urban zones. 

Under this programme, infrastructure facilities in the underserved urban settlements were developed 

with community participation.

Though this programme which was implemented in the year 2009 was suspended in 2010 on the non-

receipt of funds, it was completed as a programmed continued from previous year using the 

provisions received from the Ministry of Economic Development in 2010. 

District Description Project 
Amount 

(Rs million)

Nuwaraeliya Bambarakele 
Upgrading sanitary facilities, construction 

of septic tanks, laying pipes, constructing 

supporting wall 

2.5

2.5Total 
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4.  Urban Multistoreyed Housing Programme 

In line with the Mahinda Chintana National Policy Framework, multistoreyed housing schemes have 

been proposed for developing underserved settlements in urban areas. 

During  this year, preliminary arrangements were made to launch Sinhapura 48 Watta multistoreyed 

housing scheme at Baseline road, Borella to relocate 46 families residing at tenement 187 Watta  in 

Torrington Mawatha, Colombo. 

Planning of preliminary activities to commence a multistoreyed housing project for the shanty 

dwelling community threatened by sea erosion in the coastal areas of the Moratuwa urban zone too 

was carried out this year. 

5.  Nagamu Purawara Housing Programme 

This programme was launched with the intention of basic developing infrastructure facilities in 

underserved urban settlements. 

Accordingly, the following projects were carried out at a cost of  Rs  0.999 million  during this year. 
 
 1.   Borella- construction of protective fence around the Sahaspura flats housing              

scheme
 
 2.    Upgrading the main waste water disposal drain network at the Sinhapura housing             

Scheme, Borella
 
 3.    Renovating the rainwater and waste water drainage system of the Wadulu Sevana            

housing scheme, Orugodawatta and regularizing the electricity meter system. 

6. World Habitat Day Programme -2010 

An open art competition was organized under three age categories targeting 75 underserved urban 

settlements in Colombo parallel to the “Thunkal Dekma” exhibition held to mark World Habitat Day -

2010 and more than 1300 children participated in the event. 

In addition, an open short drama festival for children of the same settlements too was organized under 

the theme of World Habitat Day and 25 dramas from 25 settlements were staged at the festival.  
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07. Financial Report 
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Report of the Auditor General for the

Financial Statement 14(2)C
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