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TRAVEL BLOGGERS CONFERENCE 2014

18" November 2014
@8 Cinnamon Lakeside Colombo

= Meet fellow travel bloggers; share experiences and stories

= Network with hospitality industry professionals

= Leam the latest blogging trends

= Hear the global experts on social media and online content share their insights

= Learn more about video, audio and photographic blogs and how to take your blog to the next level

Access to the main conference for
Sri Lankan industry participants LKR 23,000

.

<~z
GET REGISTERED TODAY!
p s

E-mail us on thcasia @ cinnamonhotels.com or
log on to www.tbcasia.com for more details.

@ | iiteas  Cinndmon, VA
2
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University Grants Commission,
Gover

ment meent of
Democratic Sociakst Republic of  Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sl Lanka SriLanka

13" Session of Regional Committee on the Recognition of Qualifications in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific
in conjunction with The Regional Workshop on Quality Assurance in Higher Education

04-05 August 2014, Galadari Hotel, Colombo, Sri Lanka
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SEARAME 2014
12th - 15th November
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3rd SEARAME Conference at Colombo, Sri Lanka
Dates: 12-14 November, 2014
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With the massive development drive across all sectors
including Tourism, the conference market in Sri Lanka has
shown remarkable progress, particularly in the recent 03
years.

Upsurge in the Sri Lankan Conference Market -

Meet 12

Sri Lanka with its strategic geographic location, has been
renowned for international engagement and the history
of its conference business dates back to 1976 when the

4th Floor Hotel, School Buildir

i Lanka. Tel + 94 11 2440002 Fax + 94 11 2472985 %

e Non-aligned conference that was held in Sri Lanka with

the participation of 80 world leaders. The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) , attended by Heads of state and delegates from over 50 countries , which
was hosted by H.E the President of Sri Lanka last year, is yet another such milestone. 8th
International Conference on Computer Science & Education (ICCSE 2013), World Crocodile
Conference, Skall Asia Congress, Fifth annual meeting of the Asian Oceanian standard setters
group (AOSSG), SAARC Finance Ministers Meeting, 26th Annual Sessions of Commonwealth
Association for Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition and SAARC Diabetes Conference
Annual Sessions 2013 were some of the other key events that took place in the year 2013.

* The number of international/regional conferences hosted in year 2012 was 28, and this
increased to 40 in 2013 which is reckoned to be a remarkable achievement in the MICE sector’
says General Manager of Sri Lanka convention Bureau, which is the Government Arm for the
development of the MICE sector under the Ministry of Economic Development.

The outlook is very positive for 2014 with several international events already confirmed to
be held in Sri Lanka namely UN World Youth Conference, Hydro Asia 2014 (International
Symposium on Water Resources and Renewable Development Asia), 14th Congress of the
Asian Association of Endocrine Surgeons, 9th SAARC ENT Congress, Working Commission
on Information and Knowledge Management in Construction Conference and the International
Convention on Quality Control Circles - ICQCC.

Itis also noteworthy that Sri Lanka as a country will also become the first Asian country to host
some of the International conferences that rotate around the globe as the event will be brought
to Asia for the first time in 2014, namely the 7th World Youth congress, CIB W102 Working

MBS comn
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Commission on Information and Knowledge Management in Construction Conference and
Annual Meeting of the Forum of Bible Agencies International.

Upsurge in the Sri Lankan Conference Market Contd....

SLCB has assisted the organizers of Hydro Asia, Endocrines Surgeons Conference, Buddhist
Media Conference, World Blood Donor Day events, Asia Pacific Postal Union Conference,
International conference on Geotechnical Engineering, and SAARC ENT Congress towards
bringing the said events to Sri Lanka this year.

The Meeting, Incentives Conference and Exhibition (MICE) tourism sector has earned over
USD 175 Million in the 2013. Today around 12 percent of the visitors to Sri Lanka represent
the MICE segment. And with permanent peace, massive infrastructure development
projects including the Mattala Airport, Katunayake and Galle expressways, Hambanthota
International Conference center and the emerging international brands in Sri Lanka such
as Hyatte, Sheraton, Movenpick , OZO ushering a host of opportunities, the Sri Lankan
conference industry is poised for continuous year on year growth and will reach greater
heights in the coming years.
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6.1.6 Article in Big Issue —-April

i

J BIG ISSUE
Leisure

Sri Lanka, a Booming Conference Venue!

Backed by peace dividends and MICE tourism.
and the massive infrastructure de- Internation-
velopment undertaken by the Gov- ol  Conferences,
emment, the conference industry s a key element .
in Sri Lanka has shown tremendous  of MICE fourism
growth in the recent years. Over 40 which is promoted
internationally reputed conferences by Sri Lanka Con-
were hosted in Sri Lanka last year  vention Bureay, an
as oppose 10 28 events in 2012. In-  arm of the Minis-
ternational Conference on Computer  try of Economic
Science & Education (ICCSE 2013),  development .The
World Crocodile Conference , Skall ~ MICE industry in
Asia Congress Asian Oceanian stan-  Sri Lanka involves
dard setters group (AOSSG), Com- many  support
monwealth Association for Pediatric  services generat-
Gastroenterology and Nutrition and  ing a considerable volume of direct

indirect
employment
opportunities
A MICE tour-
ist  generally
spends  three
to four fimes
more than the
holiday mak-

many countries
SAARC Diabetes Conference Annual  focus on,due o the spin-off economic
Sessions 2013 are some of these  benefits.

conferences culminating with The, Being a apioneer in the Sri
Commonwealth Heads of Govern- Lankan conference business, SLCB
ment Meeting (CHOGM) , attended  over the past 2 %2 decades has
been aggressively
promoting the coun-
try for MICE tour-
ism, ensuring that
Sri Lanka strength-
ens its position as a
sought affer MICE
venue in the glob-
EX oI market. In this
By year SLCB hos so

far assisted the or-

| ganizers of Hydro

Asit 2014 , En-

docrines  Surgeons

Conference, World

Blood Donor Day

by Heads of state and delegates events, Asia Pa-

from over 50 countries. cific Postal Union
Editor of * Headquarters' Mag-  Conference, Inter-

azine , Marcel Vissers, remarked national confer-

that oldest Conference venues in the  ence on Geote

world are found in Sri Lanka. Fur-  nical Engineering, M

ther recent history shows that Sri and SAARC ENT [IREK

Lanka had the know-how to handle  Congress fowards

the 1976 Non-aligned conference  bringing the s

with the participation of 83 world events to Sri L

leaders. The country has regained  ka in 2014.

its strength in conference handling In March this

in several folds in her development year Sri Lanka

phase which the international com-  Convention Bu-

munity is realizing through tourism reau announced

the staging of the International Con-
ference on Obsetrics and Gynecol-
ogy (FIGO) which will draw around
1000 medical professionals thus
becoming a major event this year
together with the 7th World Youth
congress.

These are_remarkable achievements
in the conference sector in Sri Lanka
as the country has shown accelerated
growth particularly in the past three
years and continues fo forge ahead
fo host larger conferences in the
coming years.

The future outlooktoo is positive
with several international confer-
ences/events already  confirmed-
beyond 2014, ICA Congress 2015
(Conference of the International Col-
ored Gemstones Association-ICA),
3Global Conference on Entomol-
ogy (GCE 2015), 227Asian Con-
ference on Intellectual Disabilities
(2015) ,Asian Youth Games in 2017
fo name a few.

With the dawn of peace and
infrastructure development projects
including the Mattala Airport, Ka-
tunayake and Matara expressways,
Hambanthota International Confer-
ence center and the emerging in-
ternational brands in Sri Lanka such
as Shangri La, Hyatt, Sheraton, Mov-
enpick , OZO, the Sri Lankan (MICE)
tourism sector is now poised to reach
even greater heights.

CHOGM 2013

Big issue magazine cover page

e

2Q- 2014 (April, May, June) Vol.2 No.11

Real Estate Market Dynamics: 3
Tea Surveillance 2
SrilLanka, a Booming Conference Venue
Bird Ringing - Tool for Bird Information
-

Y 3

i

6.1.7 5om edecsc ocEmo »3 Tendace Nomad wows g8é0 86@

REPERAGE | 50 personnes « Sri Lanka

O ¢ 1308 OE @S

SPECIAL FEATURE
Corporate Social
Responsibility

and MICE

europe magazine *126

TRAVELING THE WORLD
From Riga and Zagreb
to Korea and Sri Lanka

Interview

MARTA GOMES

ays an important role today
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SRI LANKA IS BLOSSOMING mim «

Visitors to Colombo Immediately
notice that the capital is getting
ready for major projects. The
city Is clean. If you travel further
south, youll see major, new
developments: 3 new alrport,

a2 new highway, new hotels and
a new congress centre

TEXT: MARCEL AM VISSERS

Colombo is not picture perfect

In fact, most Asian-Pacific capitals are
ot the prettiest in the world. However,
a city that has peeserved some of its
past and continues to apprecate its
colorial heritage, can genecally count
on the visitor's sympatéy. Over the
years, | have noticed that Colombo
has realy made sericus sfionts to
improwe its image. The city
and roads have impeoved.

ing attractions have alzo
been added for the meetings planer.
The Bandararaike Conference Centre
(BMICH), the first fifl purpose built
camention centre in Asia (49701973},
has been gven 3 new facelift It's

1 would like to attend = conference

emyself. There's also the new Nelum
Pokuna M.R. Theatre {The Naticral
Performing Arts Theatre) which apened
in 2011, This belding is shaped like

2 stylish eight petalied lotus Bawer

38

and has an suditodum with 1288
sests. in Colombo, 'm still fascinated
by the buikdings of Si Lanks's mast
famous architect, Geoffrey Hawa

For marmple, | strongly recermenend

a delegste lunch or dinner 2t The
Gallery Café, which is ranked in the

list of the Wodd's Best Sars with

the following description: ‘a urigue
fusion of gourmet, art and culture’.

The restored Ok Colombo Dutch
Hospital is ideal for 3 social function
i the city. It iz now a heritage building
and shopping and dining precinct. So
Colomio continues 1o redefine itself on
the intsmational map of congresses.

The new south of Sri lanka
Since peace retumed to this country,
rew megices of the island are being

N
Interior view o 5o Mhgin AsdRodum. MRICC

rediscovered. The scuth of Sri Lanka

s an excellent example of thi

superb A2 highway now conne

Colombo with Hambantota, via Galle

and Matara. The new Hambantotota

Intesrational Airport opened in March
3. s also the first greenfield

just for starters. The new Magam
Rubunupuea Intemations! Comvention
[MRICC- opened in November 2043
ferred 10 a5 ‘a beacon an the
The main building includes the
suditorium (1500 peopie), ballroom,
committee rooms, & restaurant and
a caffee bar. The certre is a joint
project by Sri Lanka and South Korea.

Top priority: accessibility

An island i full development — and
also new 1o the Mestings Industry —
must be connectad to the re:
worid. Sri Larkan Airiines cper
from 4 different gateways in Eurcpe:
Paris CDG T4, Lendon Heathrow

T4, Frankdurt and Rome (Fucimino).
Regudar domestic fights e also
avaidable from Colombo to Hambantota
in the south. S6 Lankan Airines i a
partner of the Sn Lanka Corvention
Buresu that's at the senvice of meeting
planners (wwavistsnlania net)

D58z DD -2014
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3 Questions a...

Vipula WANIGASEKERA

Directeur Général
du Sri Lanka
Convention Bureau

Comment se porte le
secteur du MICE
au Sri Lanka ?
Le secteur enregistre de trés
bons résultats avec 130 000 vi
siteurs issus du MICE en 2013.
Ce segment est en constante
progression depuis 2009 3
limage de la fréquentation
touristique globale qui a frolé
les 1,3 million de visiteurs en
2013. Un record qui permet
au tourisme de se positionner
comme un acteur de |'écono-
mie nationale.

Quelle place occupe
le marché MICE
francais ?

Avec quelque 20 000 voya
geurs MICE en 2013, la France
est le numéro 1 sur ce seg
ment et constitue un marché
prioritaire pour le Sri Lanka.
Cette année, nous allons ac-

centuer nos efforts de promo-
tion & travers différentes cam-
pagnes de communication
pour mettre en lumiére nos
nouveaux produits ainsi que
des régions en plein dévelop-
pement comme Hambantota.

Qu’en est-il du
tourisme durable ?
Le Sri Lanka a toujours cru en
la nécessité d'encadrer le dé-
veloppement du tourisme. A
cet effet, le gouvernement a
mis en ceuvre une politique vi
sant & encourager le tourisme
durable dont les retombées.
doivent profiter a lensemble
des parties prenantes, dont
les populations. Ces efforts
sont payants et nous allons les
poursuivre. @

> Des plages encore préservées.

Tendancéemad - Mars/Avril 2014 -n"2

I Hambantota, I'avenir
s'écrit au sud

A lextrémité sud de [ile, la ville natale du président Mahinda
Rajapaksa fait lobjet d'un développent massif visant & position:
ner la région en pole de conférences international. Les envi
rons de limportant port maritime ont ainsi vu Fleurir un centre
de convention ultra moderne tandis que de nouveaux hotels
achévent de s'installer, & l'instar d'un Shangri-La. La profonde
mutation de la province s'est accélérée en 2013 avec linaugura-
tion d'un aéroport international. Désormais, cette région riche de
pépites naturelles comme cet éblouissant jardin botanique est
facilement accessible depuis la capitale Colombo et est du pays.

> Un des éblouissants jardins botanniques du pays.

I Linfinie richesse humaine
d'uneile
Outre des visite

attendues, nombre d'agences développent une offre favorisant
les moments d'échange et de partage avec les populations. Vous
pouvez ainsi débuter le séjour par une matinée chez une proprié-
taire d'éléphants, prés de Pinnawela, puis visite d'une fabrique
de papier 3 partir e crottes du pachyderme. Au sein d'une plan-
tation de noix de coco, des cultivateurs enseignent les 1 001
fagons de tirer parti de ce fruit prodigue. Avec une famille de villa-
geois, il s'agira de cuisiner ensemble un délicieux curry parfumé.
Vos clients sont aussi les bienvenus pour 13 cueillette de fruits
et légumes dans des vergers baignés de nature. Et - pourquoi
pas 2~ partir en mer en compagnie d'un pécheur. @
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South Asia 2015 é Routledge

A Europa Regional Survey of the World Taylor & Francis Group

SRI LANKA CONVENTION BUREAU

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR ENTRY IN SOUTH ASIA 2015

There are nine titles in the Europa Regional Surveys of the World series, a print and online library of historical,
political, geographical and economic data, providing an accurate and impartial overview of the world's regions. For
further information on the series, or to set up an online trial, please visit www.routledge.com/books/series/ERSW or
contact reference@routledge.com.
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Sri Lanka targets
25pc rise in arrivals
from Malaysia

e ————
BILQIS BAHARI

KUALA LUMPUR: The Sri Lankan
Convention Bureau (SLCB) is target-
ing a 25 per cent increase in arrivals
from Malaysia to Sri Lanka by year-
end, from 24,000 last year.

Its marketing manager Kumudu
Hennedige said with
Sri Lanka's MICE

“Meet in Sri Lanka” event, here, re-
cently to give Malaysian-based trav-
el agents an insight into the indus-
try.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan Airlines
manager (Malaysia) Chinthaka
Weerasinghe said Sri Lanka has a lot
to offer to Malaysian corporates in
terms of biodiversity. ease of com-

munication due to
high English literacy

(meetings, incentives, "We have new among the locals and
conferences and exhi- : hotels in * local cuisine.

bitions) industry
booming, the bureau is

the pipeline, “Our food s similar

to Malaysian food and

trying to get more ar- new we also have many
rivals by educating : infrastructure scenic meeting loca-
travel agents to pro- developments : tions that can be used

mote the sector.

by the corporations. |

“There is a boom in and many more. can also say that we are

our tourism sector and

mudu

:  one of the safest coun-

we are working hard to : Hennedige : tries in the world,” he

Sri Lankan

cater to the increasing . said.

demand. We have new : Convention Bureau : He said last year, ar-
hotels in the pipeline, - marketing ¢ rivals from Malaysia
new infrastructure de- ”'“"Wf i rose 19 per cent from

velopments and many
more to cater to the rise in tourist
arrivals,” she told Business Times.
Some of the projects being un-
dertaken include the Mattala Air-
port, Katunayake and Galle Marata
expressways, Hambantota Interna-
tional Conference Centre and emer-
gence of international brands such
as Hyatt, Sheraton and Movenpick.
The SLCB, a Sri Lankan govern-
ment arm for the development of
MICE sector under the Ministry of
Economic Development, hosted a

2012, which made
Malaysia the third largest market be-
hind China and Japan.

Due to the rising demand from
tourists from Malaysia, Sri Lankan
Airlines is planning to increase its
Kuala Lumpur-Colombo flight fre-
quency from twice daily to thrice
daily.

However, he said the plan would
only materialise in 2015 or 2016. Sri
Lankan Airlines also has a code
share agreement with Malaysia Air-
lines on the same route.
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Sri Lanka Thrives On MICE
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SL wining the AESIEAP bid
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you’re invited

Home k News F Venues & Events F Sri Lanka to host AESIEAP in 2017/18

Sri Lanka to host AESIEAP in 2017/18

Category: Venues & Events

Created on Monday, 08 December 2014 12:00

The AESIEAP (Association of the Electricity Supply Industry of East Asia and the Western
Pacific) has chosen Sri Lanka as the host destination for its activities in the years 2017/18. The
activities feature AESIEAP CEO Conference and Conference of the Electric Power Supply
Industry (CEPSI) which would draw around 200 and 2,000 foreign delegates respectively.

They will come together to study problems at the regional level and to seek for solutions
that can contribute to the development of the electricity supply industry in the region. Sri
Lanka will have an opportunity to encourage investments in the local electricity industry,
promote co-operation and exchange of expertise and technology among members and start
new projects through buyer consultations. Small and medium sized companies in the country
will also get the opportunity to attend these global events as they are held in Sri Lanka. The
two conferences will be held in Colombo, with day tours to various tourist hotspots in the
country.

Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB), which will be the local host of the activities, presented the
winning bid to the Council Members of AESIEAP recently in South Korea. According to the
bidding team, Sri Lanka was chosen over India as the preferred destination owing to the
reputation of CEB in the electricity supply industry in the region and owing to Sri Lanka’s
reputation as a country having a suitable environment and infrastructure to hold this type of
conferences.

Once again Sri Lanka Convention Bureau, as the pioneer in the promotion of MICE (Meetings,
Incentive travel, Conferences, Exhibitions) in the country, played a significant role in designing
and execution of the marketing campaign in the lead up to the presentation. Sri Lanka’s
expertise in MICE event organization, latest infrastructure developments, tourist attractions
were demonstrated through e-flyers, complemented by printed and audio-visual promotional
material.

“The events will attract a large number of media personnel and accompanying personnel,
providing a platform to further enhance the image of Sri Lanka as a favoured MICE and
leisure destination for association meetings” said Vipula Wanigasekera, General Manager of
Sri Lanka Convention Bureau.
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B2B Meetings at the Hotel School Restaurant
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Omanis up by 72%
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MUSCAT: There has been about ~ a top official from the Sri Lankan
72 per cent growth in the number ince 2010,

cently, many global conferences in Oman, has more plans on the
havebees anvil to promote the Sri Lankan

of Sri Lankan visas issued to Oma-  exponential growth has been wit-

in the futy

nis from January 1 to September
this id an sri

Lankan in Muscat.
“In 2013, the number of Oma- Growth trajectory
nis who visited Sri Lanka was “In 2013, the number was one mil-

New
- “From 2010,

ios is two spot
when compared to other rev- ists visiting from Oman. Recently,
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7,643. This year till n.
figure reached 10772. Sri Lanka 15 million and by the end of this
is becoming the most sought af-  year we expect it to grow to two

ter destination for Omani tour- we expect it to
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L Lanka

nage,
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1,208,081.11
(23,275.82)
23,561,051.81
58,734.52
(1,292,075.77)
23,275.82

(25,300,000.00)
(7,121,055.20)
(66,895,567.22)

(40,000,000.00)
129,576.00

2014
Rs
49,594,172.98

23,535,791.67
73,129,964.65

(99,316,622.42)

(39,870,424.00)
(66,057,081.77)
85,247,538.48

19,190,456.71
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2014 (Rs)
18,740,714.50
429,742.20
20,000.00
19,190,456.70

2014 (Rs)
651,115.20
1,000.00

1.00
36,841,936.23

1,800.00
(1,760.00)
37,494,092.43

2014 (Rs)
101,018.37
924,646.40
91,109.79
1,116,774.56

2014 (Rs)
5,000.00
75,000.00
80,000.00

2013 (Rs)
74,349,595.28
10,877,943.20

20,000.00
85,247,538.48

2013 (Rs)
458,098.20
2,000.00
31,755.25
58,115,406.91
20,000.00
20,000.00
2,387,843.88
1,800.00
18,240.00
61,055,144.24

2013 (Rs)
101,018.37
954,773.81
119,716.90
1,175,509.08

2013 (Rs)

5,000.00
75,000.00
80,000.00
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2014 (Rs)

12,735.52
320,000.00
260,000.00

7,500.00

12,681.41

5,214.71

225,670.75
46.00
1,785.93

181,520.00
1,027,154.32

2014 (Rs)
21,888.38
3,575,000.00
510,481.45
54,085.00
4,161,454.83

2014 (Rs)
5,106,438.59
367,678.63
480,000.00
413,385.00
171,787.60
519,693.15
103,753.03
67,113.03
125,000.00
33,371.28
410,079.00
129,576.00
225,670.75
8,153,546.06

2014 (Rs)
341,303.12
552,541.82

18,468.46

2013 (Rs)
51,676.00
250,000.00
378,854.11
18,058.80

246,758.40
3,475.00
22,258.19
129,500.00
4,234.66
17,668.00
402,850.00
(571.00)
1,785.93
611,162.00
181,520.00
2,319,230.09

2013 (Rs)
23,275.82
3,893,600.00

3,916,875.82

2013 (Rs)
4,679,798.95
317,623.00
720,000.00
618,415.50
156,792.65
400,699.51
93,179.28
209,789.36
209,000.00
128,030.90
1,039,555.00
133,632.00
274,287.50
8,980,803.65

2013 (Rs)
264,913.45
572,628.71

33,054.24
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217,231.40

871,056.25
301,985.54
643,633.83
338,427.00
11,577.08
83,201.00
2,640,000.00
6,019,425.50

2014 (Rs)
39,099,249.20
3,353,000.86
716,762.44
47,313.95
158,235.71
5,060,027.13
738,026.53
30,000.00
49,202,615.82

2014 (Rs)
529,225 46

2,359,338.23
47,980.80
2,936,544.49

2014 (Rs)
265,800.00
50,000.00
315,800.00

2014 (Rs)
20,163.78
20,163.78

63

103,641.91

793,513.23
693,190.84
641,562.50
202,849.71
28,734.15
92,088.95

3,426,177.69

2013 (Rs)
21,344,244.88
1,715,890.31
232,784.00

277,944.76
6,693,044.59
1,414,681.31

10,000.00
31,688,589.85

2013 (Rs)
496,530.72
31,474.30
890,687.28
416,878.69
1,835,570.99

2013 (Rs)
294,600.00
130,000.00
424,600.00

2013 (Rs)
19,505.14
19,505.14
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