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MICE

Lolombo City

GROW
IN SRI LANKA

‘Mice to Grow in Sri Lanka’ was the message that Mr. Vipula Wanigasekera, manager
of the Sri Lanka Convention Bureau, at a well-attended press conference at IMEX in

Frankfurt this year. Not so many people realise that SriLanka has been active in the
meetings fndustry for quite some time now, with the country being now the largest

island of growth in the Asia-Pacific region.

NOT NEW IN THE MICE INDUSTRY

| still remember when | visited Colombo

for the first time and discovered that their
convention centre was in fact the oldest
centre on the Asian continent. The BMICH,
or Bandaranaike Memorial International
Conference Hall as its name implies, was built
to honor the memory of Mr. S. Bandaranaike,
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka from 1956 to
1959. The centre has re-opened after a thor-
ough makeover and total refurbishment.

As early as 1976, the Government hosted
the Non Aligned Conference and 83 world
leaders attended the meeting.

The next major conference is CHOGM
(Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting) with is to be held in November this
year. Sri Lanka also won the bid to host the
Asian Youth Games which are coming to the
island in 2017. This will be the largest sport
event ever to be held in Sri Lanka. And our
industry also holds some curious events
with very special names. This year for exam-
ple, the 22™ Working Meeting IUCN SSC
Crocodile Specialist Conference is being
held. Sri Lanka is also leading the way

for contemporary conferences such as

Text Marcel AM. Vissers

the 1" International Conference on Bio-
Diversity. A meetings programme also
exists called Meetings in a Cave.

NEW STRATEGY

Sri Lanka's current tourism strategy is
focused more on infrastructure. The hard-
ware is lagging behind due to the ongoing
war issues that the country has experienced.
There is fear that construction will be too
fast and at the expense of Sri Lanka’s biggest
asset: the diversity and beauty of nature.
And can they keep the prices under control?
Quick wins can fade fast if resources are

not used intelligently. However, there is no
doubt that Sri Lanka is developing a top-
notch meetings industry product.

The government has, for instance, taken a
timely decision by setting up on a conven-
tion centre in Hambantota, in the deep south
of the island where the new international
airport has begun to operate. For corporate,
meetings and incentive travel, the focusis
mainly on various boutique type team prod-
ucts. For example, the famous town of Kandy
has become a popular venue thanks to the
Botanical Garden and a good golf course.

22

FLYINGTO SRILANKA

SriLankan Airlines is a partner of the
Sri Lanka Convention Bureau (SLCB)

in realizing the goals of MICE espe-
cially when it comes to international
congresses to be held in Sri Lanka.
Headquarters for Europe are located in
Frankfurt. SriLankan Airlines operates
flights to 64 destinations in 34 countries,
of which 6 destinations in India and 9
in the Middle East. In Europe there are
flights to Sri Lanka from Paris, Rome,
Milan, London, Paris and Frankfurt.

The airline has a separate department for
MICE tourism that works with local part-
ners to arrange many types of events.

Srilankan

Aertierea

Personally, | think the Spiritual Develop-
ment effort is one of the most success-

ful projects because Sri Lanka is deeply
imbued with Buddhism and spiritual values.
The Institute of Ayurveda and Alternative
Medicine and Barberyn Ayurveda Resorts
(www.instituteofayerveda.org) are leaders
in this field. For new post-convention tours,
the Cultural Triangle and the city of Galle
are the centre of attention.

Contact

Sri Lanka Convention Bureau
sicb@sitnet.lk
www.visitsrilanka.net
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Write to us at: askmice@coxandkings.com OR
Visit: www.coxandkings.com for any MICE queries.
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