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Vision  
“A contended workforce” 

 

Mission  
‘Creating an agreeable place of 

work by assisting workers in 

distress and improving the 

promotion of workers’ welfare’   
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The Shrama Vasana Fund established by Act No. 12 of 1998 is under the 
purview of the Ministry of Labour and the Secretary to the Ministry of Labour 
functions as its Chairman.  
 
As Minister of Labour, it is with great pleasure that I issue this congratulatory 
message to the annual report published by the Shrama Vasana Fund.  
 
An efficient and productive workforce is essential for the development of a 
country and I appreciate the programmes being conducted countrywide by the 
Shrama Vasana Fund for the attainment of this objective.  
 
I wish to convey my thanks to the Secretary to the Ministry, the staff of the 
Department and the staff of the Shrama Vasana Fund who have undertaken 
this effort aimed at the advancement of thousands of workers and wish that 
the Shrama Vasana Fund be able to render a yeoman service to the workforce 
of the country through good governance.  
 

 
  
 

W.D.J. Seneviratne 
Minister of Labour and Trade Union Relations  
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It gives me great pleasure to extend my best wishes to the Annual Report 2016 

of the Shrama Vasana Fund, an institution under the Ministry of Labour.   

 

The Ministry of Labour and the institutions under its purview make an immense 

contribution for economic development of the country and to nine million 

strong workforces of the country.   

 

Shrama Vasana Fund has exclusively set up for the welfare of the workers of 

the private sector and I line with its objectives it not only empowers workers 

but their families as well.  

 

Holding medical clinics island-wide, organizing and conducting awareness 

programmes for workers and organizing numerous other programmes on 

diverse topics including safety at workplace are some of the standout work 

carried out by the Fund and it also devise proactive plans for identifying and 

preventing potential risks and dangers.  

 

My thanks are due to the staffs of the Ministry of Labour, the Department of 

Labour, all other affiliated institutions and the General Manager and the staff 

of the Shrama Vasana Fund. 

 

 

Ravindra Samaraweera 

State Minister of Labour and Trade Union Relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
                                Shrama Vasana Fund                  Annual Report 2016.  

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to issue this congratulatory message to the Annual Report 2016 

of the Shrama Vasana Fund.   

 

Shrama Vasana Fund established by the Shrama Vasana Act No.12 of 1988 plays 

a key role for the welfare of workers employed in the private sector. By 

assisting workers during in times of distress, granting scholarships to children 

of workers who are killed or become permanently disabled in workplace 

accidents, providing legal aid to workers when the institutions they were 

working in are closed down without prior notice or when workers dismissed 

from service, guiding them towards training programmes enabling them to 

undertake new employment, the Shrama Vasana Fund makes a maximum 

contribution to the welfare of workers.  

 

I wish to convey my gratitude to the Secretary of the Ministry of Labour, labour 

commissioners, deputy labour commissioners, factory inspecting engineers 

and the staff of the Department of Labour who work tirelessly towards 

achieving these objectives.  

 

I also wish to take this opportunity to convey my thanks to the General 

Manager and the staff of the Shrama Vasana Fund who are committed to the 

advancement of the Fund while administering all its activities.  

 

 

S.M. Gotabhaya Jayartne  

Secretary, Ministry of Labour  

Chairman/ Shrama Vasana Fund. 
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I am so pleased to issue a congratulatory message for Annual Report 2016 of 

the Shrama Vasana Fund established exclusively with the wellbeing of country’s 

working class in mind.  

 

Shrama Vasana Fund primarily empowers nearly 9 million workforce scattered 

around the country and their families by raising funds through ‘Jathika 

Sampatha’ lottery conducted jointly by the Fund and the National Lotteries 

Board.  

 

With the objective of creating an active and healthy labour force, the Fund 

renders various services to address the needs of workers while constantly 

looking into their needs through countrywide labour offices and district factory 

inspection engineering offices.   

  

Medical clinics, scholarship Programmes, eye clinics, awareness Programmes, 

training Programmes and empowerment Programmes are organized under the 

guidance of the Fund and I recall with gratitude the support extended by other 

affiliated institutions on the instructions of the Hon. Minister of Labour and the 

Hon. State Minister of Labour.  

 

I also wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to my staff for their unstinted 

support and enthusiasm in carrying forward these activities successfully.  

 

 

D.R. Jayalath  

General Manager  

Shrama Vasana Fund   
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Shrama Vasana Fund established by the Shrama Vasana Fund Act No.12 of 1998 

is under the purview of the Ministry of Labour and the Secretary to the Ministry 

of Labour is its ex-officio Chairman.  

 

In terms of the provisions of the Shrama Vasana Fund Act, the administration 

of the Fund is fully vested in the Board of Directors of the Fund and the 

administration of the fund and all activities incidental thereto have been 

entrusted to the Board of Directors.  

 

 

Board of Directors 2016- Shrama Vasana Fund 

Name  Post  

S.M. Gotabhaya Jayaratne  Chairman  
M.D.A. Amaratunga  Member  

M.J.R. Puviraj Member  
W.P. Amarasinghe  Member  

S.N. Suriyakumara Member  
S.B.U.S. Maithreepala Member  

D.R. Jayalath  G.M.- Shrama Vasana Fund  

 

                        

           

 

Administrative Structure. 



 

9 
                                Shrama Vasana Fund                  Annual Report 2016.  

 

 



 

10 
                                Shrama Vasana Fund                  Annual Report 2016.  

 

 

 

Shrama Vasana Fund  

Shrama Vasana Fund established to promote welfare of employees by Act No. 
12 of 1998 is an institution under the purview of the Ministry of Labour and 
Trade Union Relations.  Under 06 broad objectives outlined in the Act, the fund 
since its inception has initiated a number of welfare measures for the 
betterment of employees.  
 
The main source of funding of ‘Sharma Vasana Fund” is the Jathika Sampatha 
lottery of the National Lotteries Board. With the increase in sales of the Jathika 
Sampatha Lottery, the fund too has witnessed a corresponding growth enabling 
the provision of expanded services for the welfare of employees.  
 

Objects of the Fund 

 

(a) to promote the welfare of employees;  
(b) to provide financial and other assistance to employees when the 

institutions they were working in, are closed down without prior notice; 
(c) to provide medical and other facilities to employees in times of 

emergency 
(d) to provide temporary assistance to employees when inquiries are 

instituted against them; 
(e) to provide financial and other benefits to employees or their 

dependents, in times of distress; 
(f) to give awards to persons who have rendered outstanding service to 

employee welfare.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrama Vasana Fund and its Objects  

..... 
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Receipts for Shrama Vasana Fund 

• All such sums of money as may be voted from time to time by Parliament 
for the purpose of carrying out the objects of the Fund 

• All sums of money received as grants, gifts or donations from local or 
foreign sources 

• All sums of money received as income from investments made by the 
Fund 

• All sums of money derived by the Fund in the exercise of its powers, and 
the discharge of its functions, under this Act, including the proceeds of 
the lotteries referred to in section 13 of the Act.  

 

The fund has been established covering employees of the private sector, but 

it does not cover those engaged in self-employment. Based on the financial 

capacity of Shrama Vasana Fund, various programmes are implemented 

during different periods of time. With the steady increase in the financial 

capacity, the services were further expanded in year 2012 beyond the 

traditional scope of work.   
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Growth of Shrama Vasana Fund 

  
2011 
(Million) 

2012 
(Million) 

2013 
(Million) 

2014 
(Million) 

2015 
(Million) 

2016 
(Million) 

Value  187 234 292 331 369 381 

Growth  39 47 58 39 38 12 

 

Lottery Income 

  
2011 
(Million 

2012 
(Million) 

2013 
(Million) 

2014 

(Million) 
2015 
(Million) 

2016 
(Million) 

Income 39 49 63 59 62 65 

Growth  11 10 14 4 3 3 
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Review of programmes of Shrama Vasana Fund 

Peaceful situation, political stability and good governance prevailing in Sri Lanka at 

present and the general acceptance that Sri Lanka is a country suitable for investors 

have resulted in increased investments in the country which in turn has contributed 

to a rapid growth in the economic front.  

 

Boosted by investments, a number of new factories have been established in Sri Lanka 

and correspondingly, the country’s active labour force has reached nearly 9 million.  

 

Shrama Vasana Fund too has expanded services rendered by it targeting the ever-

increasing workforce. The fund has also increased services provided to the Sri Lankan 

labour force in line with its objectives and incidental objectives.  

 

During the year 2016, covering all districts, the Fund conducted a host of diverse 

empowerment, welfare and awareness Programmes.  
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Eye medical clinic, Battaramulla – 31.01.2016 

 

 

Presenting the first ticket of ‘Jathika Sampatha’ lottery, the main source of funding 

for Shrama Vasana Fund, to His Excellency the President – 10.02.2016  
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Scholarship programme – Sri Lanka Investment Promotion Zone, Katunayake  

– 28.04.2016  

 

 

Welfare promotion programme- Sri Lanka Investment Promotion Zone, Katunayake 

– 28.04.2016 

 

Awareness programme, Jaffna – 12.05.2016 
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Distribution of dry rations amongst worker families affected by floods, Aranayake 
- 02.06.2016  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of dry rations amongst worker families displaced by flash floods, 

Bulathkohupitiya - 02.06.2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Granting scholarships to children of employees killed or became permanently 

disabled due to occupational accidents, Thimbirigasyaya- 23.06.2016  
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Empowerment of women of labourer families, Thimbirigasyaya- 23.06.2016 

 

Free spectacles for workers, Thanthirimale- 06.07.2016  

 

 

Women empowerment programme, Polonnaruwa- 30.07.2016  
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Scholarship seminar programme targeting children of workers’ families – Rajarata 

Maha Vidyalaya auditorium- 30.07.2016  

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of school equipment among children of low income worker families, 

Polonnaruwa- 30.07.2016  

 

 

Distribution of school equipment among children of low income families, 

Mathugama – 09.08.2016  
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Distribution of dry rations among low income worker families, Mathugama – 

 

Distribution of school equipment among children of low income families, 

Gomarankadawala-  

 

Distribution of dry rations among low income worker families, Gomarankadawala-  
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Distribution of school equipment among children of low income families, 

Morawewa- 13.09.2016  

Distribution of dry rations among low income worker families, Morawewa- 

13.09.2016  

 

Distribution of school equipment among children of low income families, Padaviya 

 -14.09.2016  
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 Economic Processing Zone, Seethawaka (Volleyball court for employees) 

 

Economic Processing Zone, Biyagama (donating a dental clinic chair) - 17.11.2016  

 

 
Awareness programme- Construction division of the three armed forces, Akurugoda- 
21.11.2016  
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Distribution of school equipment among children of low income worker families, 

Ratnapura- 28.11.2016  
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