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National Design Centre Act and Incorporation

The National Design Centre (NDC) is a service oriented Organization which was established under the 
National Crafts Council and Allied Institutions Act No: 35 of 1982 and commenced its operations in 
1983, and currently functions under the purview of the Ministry of Traditional Industries & Small 
Enterprise Development to guide and train the traditional craftsmen with the main objective of their 
development and progress.

Vision
Making the handicraft sector a more dynamic and economically viablesector, through the development 
of market oriented designs enabling theintroduction of creative new designs to the handicraft market.

Mission
Promote, develop, build capacity, popularize & mainstream market oriented creative new designs in line 
with global and local market trends.

Objectives

 = Upgrade existing products of handicraft producers develop and introduce new design 
  concepts in line with the current market trends in the local and export market.

= Introduce appropriate technologies and methods of preparing raw materials focusing 
 the objective of improving the production capacity and producing of high quality  
 handicrafts products

 = Provide advanced skills development, technical and design development training to up 
 lift the handicraft sector and enhancing the income levels of craftsmen.

 = Provide common facility services to craftsmen and small scale entrepreneurs enabling 
  them to use advanced technology.

 = To introduce new and more efficient methods of production of Handicrafts.

 = Provide necessary information through publications, seminars, workshops, and library 
  facilities to craftsmen, traders and others involved in the handicraft sector.   

 = Provide design consultancy services to public and other institutions on their requests.

 = Conduct Design Education Programmes to produce design professionals.
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Organization

National Design Centre endeavors to achieve its objectives continuously for the advancement of the 
entire handicraft sector. In this regard, National design Centre dedicated to uplift the craftsmen by 
implementing various activities through the head office located at No: 10, De Mel Road, Katubedda, 
Moratuwa and the Branch Office at Nttarampotha,Kalapura in Kandy.

Apart from the above, the Design College established at the Head Office premises which is functioning 
as education arm of the Centre focuses its strategies to develop fresh designers by providing 
opportunities to enhance knowledge and experience in the field of design from national level to 
international level.

The Brass, Lacquer and leather workshops and common facility center located in Nattarampota Branch 
office provide immense services for craftsmen in the area. National Design Centre initiates its activities 
in line with the Vision and Misson to achieve its objectives. The action plan is implemented through its 
head office and Branch office located in Nattarampota.

Furthermore the guidance of the Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprises Development 
and support of the Provincial Councils and various governmental and Non-Governmental organizations 
volunteer organizations as well as the other sister organizations relevant to this field helped to fulfill the 
functions of this institution

Entire functions pertaining to the fields of administration, financial, market promotion, design 
development, technical development as well as research and development and all other activities such as 
provision of common facilities and library services relevant to achieve the main objectives of the 
institution are fulfilled by the head office while all other functions except administrative, financial and 
market promotion are carried out by the Nattarampotha project office.

(i) Head Office  - No: 10, De Mel Road, Katubedda, Moratuwa.
 
 Telephone/Fax No:  - 011- 2607114  Chairman
     011- 2626345 Director
     011- 2607814 General

 Fax  - 011- 2607111

 e-mail  -   /  slndcrisep@yahoo.com info@slndc.gov.lk

(ii) Common Facility Centre & - Kalapura, Nattarampotha

Telephone/Fax  - 081- 2420038
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MANAGEMENT OF THE ORGNIZATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr.D.W. Marshal Janatha

Chairman – National Design Centre

Mr. Buddhi Keerthisena

Mr. S. Sri Chadran

Mrs. Anoma Lafeer

Miss. Sherin Shaviar

Mrs. Sujatha Weerakoon

Mrs. S. Godakanda

Mr. Anil Koswatta

Mrs. V. Jegarasasingham
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

MR.D.W. MARSHAL JANATHA

CHAIRMAN – NATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE

MR. M.A.S.S.K. CHANDRASIRI

DIRECTOR – NATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE

MR.J.A.A.R.C. GUNARATNE

TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER

MR. A.A. GAMINI

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (DESIGN EDUCATION &TRAINING)

MR.K.M.P.S. ASITHA KUSALADHARMA

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT)

(UP TO 05/04/2012)

MR. P.K. WIJESINGHE

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (NATTARAMPOTHA PROJECT)

MRS. BHADRANI RANAWEERA

ACCOUNTANT
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HUMAN RESOURCES
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Assistant Director
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

The National Design Centre is a service oriented government corporation. It functions as a public 
statutory body and required financial provisions are provided by the General Treasury.

The details relating to the approved budget for the year 2012 and financial provisions of the Treasury are 
stated below;

In addition to the funds allocated by the General Treasury, earnings received by providing services 
especially in the form of consultancy and fund received for new design development training 
programmes conducted through the financial support from the government and non-governmental 
organizations, and course fee charged for the students following Design Diploma Courses are also being 
allocated for the institute general fund.  Accordingly, National Design Centre maintains following funds 
for various purposes.

(1) National Design Centre Fund (NDC)
(2) Staff Loan Fund  (SLC)
(3) Design Consultancy Fund (DCF) 
(4) Test Marketing Fund  (TMF)
(5) Design Educating & Training Fund (DET)
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Capital Provisions

Recurrent 
Provisions

Allocations 
Rs.4.095 M

Allocation 
Rs:38,220 M

Funds Released 
Rs.3.150 M

Funds released
Rs:36,358 M

Actual Expenses 
Rs.3.150 M

Actual Expenses 
Rs:39.043 M



DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

01.  NEW DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 

Apart from the other activities carried out by National Design Centre, its primary objective is to develop 
new designs to suit the present  need of the local and international market and transfer the relevant 
technology to the craftsmen and their by  uplifting the livelihood of the craftsmen.

Development of innovative new designs would help to increase the value addition composition of local 
raw materials. National Design Centre encourage craftsmen to go beyond the traditional designs to enter 
into new market.

In this regard, National Design Centre has taken suitable measures to develop new and innovative 
designs with respect to various craft sectors, among which rush & reed, red clay, coir, bamboo & cane, 
textile, wood, lacquer, brass, leather and jewellery are the key sectors.

Services such as making suitable changes to existing designs to suit the modern market, converting new 
design concepts developed in the mind of designers to products based on the standard specifications, 
developing designs to meet craftsmen's requirements who made request for such services are the main 
duties that are carried out by the Centre

In view of the above mentioned objectives, National Design Centre has planned and developed new 
designs targeting local and international market for the year 2012 as depicted below
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Target                    
680

Achievement                  
672        

400

180

100

381

205

86

Introduction  to the 
Workshop of the NDC

On the request of external 
craftsmen

Graphic & Interior 
Decorative Products



CONVERSION OF NEW DESIGNS INTO PROTOTYPES

The selected new designs out of the total design concepts developed were converted into prototype 
samples through the workshop located in Nattarampotha Project Office and Moratuwa Workshop. The 
other designs that cannot be produced in NDC workshop were converted into prototype samples with the 
help of external craftsmen. Accordingly, annual target of 338 prototype samples had been produced 
through the NDC workshop and 25 designs were converted into prototypes with the help of external 
craftsmen

In this process, 120 new design concepts related to brass, lacquer and leather sectors were converted into 
proto types samples  at Nattarampotha Workshop and 230 new design concepts related to  rush & reed, 
red clay, coir, bamboo & cane, textile and wood sectors  were converted into prototypes at workshop 
located at Moratuwa.

In the year 2012 National Design Centre was able to introduce total no. of  380 new designs to craft 
sectors of which 352 new designs were produced in its own workshop and 28 new designs through the 
external craftsmen. 

Majority of these prototypes are being introduced and encourage craftsmen to commence production 
through the development programmes conducted by the institute and craft training programmes 
conducted in collaboration with provincial councils, export development board, the national craft 
council and other government and non-governmental organizations. 

In addition to that these prototypes are being introduced to the market  through the craftsmen, who visit 
the National Design Centre to obtain services ,through craft exhibition and trade fairs and crafts training 
programmes conducted by the Provincial Councils, Export Development Board, National Craft Council  
Sri Lanka Handicraft Board and other state and non-governmental organizations 

Target         338

Achievement        352

Conversion of New Designs into Prototypes at NDC Workshops

Rush & Reed·
Red Clay·
Textile·
Wood·
Bamboo & Cane·
Coir·
Lacquer·
Brass·
Leather·
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16%16% 17%

10%
10%

10%

11%

11%

8%

7%

Conversion of New Designs into Prototypes at  NDC Workshops



LAUNCHING OF  SOUVENIR DESIGNS THROUGH NEW DESIGNS FOR 
HANDICRAFTS

National Design Centre has made tremendous contribution for the handicraft sector working in line with 
the national development programme of Mahinda Chintana Vision for the Future and the vision of 
making handicraft sector a more dynamic and economically viable sector through design development 
and introducing market oriented designs to the market.

As a result of rapid development in the tourist sector, it was reported that the no. of tourist arrival has 
increased during the recent time. When we looked at how we can capitalize this favourable situation to 
improve livelihood of craftsmen, it was observed that introducing gift and souvenir items targeting the 
tourism sector is the most viable strategy. Therefore, National Design Centre has paid more attention to 
produce gift and souvenir items with Sri Lankan identity and to introduce these designs to craft sector. 
Accordingly, National Design Centre has taken appropriate action to introduce 23 souvenir and gift 
items against the target of 22. These souvenirs reflected the aspects of national importance such as 
Parliament Building, Anuradhapura, Temple of Tooth Relic and various features of Sri Lankan elephant 
etc.

New Design Development Programmes

National Design Center endeavors to introduce designs through the craftsmen suitable for the market 
and designs that can create demand in the market based on the continuous market research findings 

The National Design Centre implements its development activities having a good understanding on the 
contribution of the Mahinda Chinthana vision for the future towards the handicrafts sector. National 
Design Centre also actively involved with the Divinaguma National Programme launched by Ministry 
of Economic Development covering entire Island which provide financial support to enhance the 
livelihood of people. Furthermore, traditional handicraft village development programme initiated for 
the development of handicraft sector is another viable project that has been implemented by National 
Design Center within this year. 

The National Design Centre has been successful in executing design awareness and training 
programmes covering various provinces under the guidance and direction of the Ministry of Traditional 
Industries and Small Enterprise Development. 
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Target

Achievements Design Developments Programmes- 72
Benifisheries                                - 2653

Design Development Programmes- 70
Benifisharies                              - 2650



NEW DESIGN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES CONDUCTED IN 2012
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New Design Development Programmes Conducted in the year 2012 
 

 
Nature of 

Programme and 
Handicraft Field 

Venue  
Commensing 

Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/ 

Organization 

No. of 
Bene-

ficiarie 

No: of 
New 

Designs 
Introduce

d 

Resposible Officer 

1 
Coir based basic 

Training 
Programme 

National Design 
Centre- 

Katubedda 

24
th

 Jan. 
03 Days  12 6 

Mr. Channa Perera – 
Design Development 

Officer 

2 
Leather based new 
Design Training 

Programme 

National Design 
Centre- 

Nattarampotha 

16th Feb. 
10 Days 

National Design 
Centre- 

Nattarampotha 
13 4 

Mr. P.K.Vijesinghe 
Asst. Director  

(Nattarampotha) 

3 

New Design 
Training 

Programme 
Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Anuradhapura 

09
th

 Feb. 
02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Anuradhapura 
20 13 

Mr.Bernard Manatunga –
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

4 

New Design 
Training 

Programme 
Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Monaragala 

09th Feb. 
02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 
Monaragala 

11 19 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga – 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

5 

New Design 
Training 

Programme 
based on Red clay 

Red Clay 
Training Centre 

Alvuwa- 
Matikumbura- 

Kuranegala 

20th Feb. 
03 Days 

Dept. of Small 
Industries 

North Western Pro. 
30 02 

Mr. Vijith Bandara - 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

6 

New Design 
Training 

Programme - 
Curtains 

National Design 
Centre- 

Nattarampotha 

05
th

 March 
04 Days 

National Design 
Centre- 

Nattarampotha 
19 08 

Mr. P.K.Wijesinghe 
Asst. Director  

(Nattarampotha) 

7 

New Design 
Training 

Programme 
Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat – 

Jaffna 
 

03rd   
March 

02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat – 

Jaffna 
 

80 79 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga – 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

8 

New Design 
Training 

Programme 
Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat – 
Attanagalla, 

Gampaha 
 

19thMarch 
02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat – 
Attanagalla, 

Gampaha 
 

15 28 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga – 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

9 

New Design 
Training 

Programme - 
Divinaguma- 

Coir 

National Design 
Centre- 

Katubedda 

19thMarch 
03 Days 

 11 05 
Mr. Channa Perera – 
Design Development 

Officer 

10 

New Design 
Training 

Programme - 
Divinaguma- 
Rush & Reed 

Wood Training 
Centre 

29thMarch 
02 Days 

National Design 
Centre- 

07 04 
Mrs.Somalatha Gamlath 
– Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

11 

New Design 
Training 

Programme - 
Divinaguma- 

Textile 

Wood Training 
Centre 

29thMarch 
02 Days 

National Design 
Centre- 

08 04 

Mrs. Thamara 
Damayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 
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Nature of 

Programme and 
Handicraft Field 

Venue  
Commensing 

Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/ 

Organization 

No. of 
Bene-
ficiarie 

 

No: of New 
Designs 

Introduced 
Officer Resposible 

12 
New Design Training 

Programme 
Jwellary 

Sri Lanka 
Foundation 

Institute 

30thMarch 
01 Day 

Coconut 
Development 

Authority 
44  

 
Mrs.Thushinee Wijeratne 

Design Development Officer 

13 

New Design Training 
Programme 

Divinaguma-based on 
wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat –

Gampaha 
 

23th April 
02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat –

Gampaha 
 

07 02 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga –

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

14 

New Design Training 
Programme 

based on Bamboo & 
Cane 

Vidatha 
Madampe- 

Chilaw 

25th April 
03 Days 

Vidatha 
Madampe- 

Chilaw 
25 10 

MrW.M.Piyaratne–Asst. 
Director (Design 
Development) 

15 

Practical Training 
Programme on 

Technology based on 
Coir 

National 
Design Centre- 

Katubedda 

14th  May 
03 Days 

 12 04 
Mr. Channa Perera 

Design Development Officer 

16 

New Design Training 
Programme 

Divinaguma-based on 
wood/Textile 

Divisional 
Secretariat 
Ratnapura 

23r d May 
13th  June 
03 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 
Ratnapura 

37  Mrs. Thamara Damayanthi  
Asst . Director (Design Development) 

17 
New Design Training 

Programme 
based on Red Clay 

Gotabhayapura 
Thissamahara

maya 

29th  May 
01 Day 

Development 
Foundation 
Hambantota 

80 04 Mr. Vijitha Bandara 
Asst . Director (Design Development) 

18 
New Design Training 

Programme 
based on Red Clay 

Pansalagodalla 
Beliatta 

22nd May 
01 Day 

Development 
Foundation 
Hambantota 

61 04 Mr. Vijitha Bandara 
Asst . Director (Design Development) 

19 

New Design Training 
Programme 

based on Rusk & 
Reed 

Beliatta – 
Hambantota 

22nd May 
00 Day 

 20 13 Mrs.Somalatha Gamlath  
Asst . Director (Design Development) 

20 

New Design Training 
Programme 

-Divinaguma-based 
on wood 

Kandy 
05th  May 
02 Days 

 18 17 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga –

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

21 

New Design Training 
Programme 

-Bamboo & Cane 
 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Angunakolapel
essa, 

Hambantota 

2 9th May 
04 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Angunakolapelessa 
15 06 

Mr.W.M.Piyaratne Asst. 
Director (Design 
Development) 

22 

New Design Training 
Programme 

-Bamboo & Cane 
 

Industrial 
Development 

Board - 
Kegalle 

13th Jun 
02 Days 

Industrial 
Development 

Board - Kegalle 
20 14 

Mr.Bernard Manatunga –
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

23 
New Design & New 
Technology Training 

Programme 

National 
Design Center- 
Nattarampotha 

06th  June 
10 Days 

National Design 
Center- 

Nattarampotha 
15 10 

Mr.P.K.Wijesinghe 
Asst. Director 
Nattarampotha 

24 
New Design Training 
Programme on Brass 

National 
Design Center- 
Nattarampotha 

 

Crafts 
Development 

Society, 
Kalapura 

15  
Mr.Torin Chandrasekara, 

Design Development Officer 

25 

New Design Training 
Programme 

Divinaguma-based on 
wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Mannar 

26th  June 
02 Days 

National Design 
Centre 

37  
Mr.Bernard Manatunga –

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

26 
New Design Training 

Programme 
-Rush & Reed 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 

Bentota,Galle 

25th  June 
05 Days 

Development 
Authority 

Suthern Province 
20 10 

Mrs.Somalatha Gamlath  

Asst . Director (Design Development) 
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Nature of 

Programme and 
Handicraft Field 

Venue 
Commensing 

Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/ 

Organization 

No. of 
Bene-
ficiari

e 
 

No: of 
New 

Designs 
Introduc

ed 

Resposible Officer 

27 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Textile-Bags 

National Design 
Centre 

21
st
 June 

02 Days 
National Design 

Centre 
08 02 

Mrs. Thamara 
Damayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

28 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Textile-Batic 

National Design 
Centre 

29th June01 
Day 

National Design 
Centre 

07 08 

Mrs. Thamara 
Damayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

29 

Training 
Programme on 

introducing New 
Design & 

Technology-Red 
Clay 

Danvella 
Training Centre, 

Kurunegala 

27th June-      
03Days 

Department of 
Industries 

Western Province 
50 04 

Mr. Vijitha Bandara 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

30 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Red Clay 

Udaragama, 
Mawathagama 

Kurunegala 

24th July -  02 
Days 

Department of 
Industries 

Western Province 
26 6 

Mr. Vijitha Bandara 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

31 

New design 
Training 

Programme on 
Textile 

Weligama 
Matara 

04th July 
National Design 

Centre 
20 1 

Mrs. Thamara 
Damayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development 

32 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Textile-Bags 

Anuradhapura 
17

th
  JulyÖ 

02Days s 
National Design 

Centre 19 3 
Mr. Vijitha Bandara 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

33 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Textile-Bags 

Nattarmpotha, 
Kandy 

30th June 
02 Days 

National Design 
Centre 

17 4 

Mrs. Thamara 
Damayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development 

34 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
-Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Hambantota 
 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Hambantota 
49 27 

Mr.BernardManatunga –
Asst, Director (Design 

Development) 

35 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Leather 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Matale 

23
rd

 June- 
05Days 

National Design 
Centre 

Nattarmapotha 
10 6 

Mr.P.K.Wijesinghe -  
Asst. 

Director(Nattarampotha) 

36 
AwarenessaProgra

mme, 
Bamboo & Cane 

Kuruwita 
Ratnapura 

09th July 
National Crafts 

Council 
12  

Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 
Asst, Director (Design 

Development) 

37 
Awareness 
Programme 
Divinaguma 

Kandy Julyss  28  

Mr.G.K.Wijesinghe -  
Asst. 

Director(Nattarampotha) 
 

38 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
on Leatheron Rush 

& Reed 

Kirindagama 
Hambantota 

13
th

 August 
05Days 

 10 10 
Mrs.Somalatha Gamlath 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

39 
Awareness 

Progarmme- 
Bamboo & Cane 

Akmeemana- 
Galle 17

th
 August  24  

Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 



16

 

 
Nature of 

Programme and 
Handicraft Field 

Venue held 
Commensin

g Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/Organi

sation 

No. of 
Benefi
ciaries 

 

No: of 
New 

Designs 
Introduc

ed 

Resposible Officer 

40 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
Bamboo & Cane 

Naiwela 
Monaragala 

25
th

 August 
03 Days 

 20 3 
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

41 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
Textile- îr¿ 

Sipnara 
Galle 

23rd August 
02 Days 

 22 4 

Mrs. 
ThamaraDamayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development 

42 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
-Divinaguma-based 

on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Badulla 

07
th

 
September 

02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Badulla 
46 20 

Mr.BernardManatunga –
Asst, Director (Design 

Development) 

43 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
-Divinaguma-based 

on wood 
 

Matale 
20th 

September0
2 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Matale 
35 20 

Mr.G.K.Wijesinghe -  
Asst. 

Director(Nattarampotha) 
 

44 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
ĔÉ Ĕ  � Textile 

Dept. of 
Industries 
Ampara 

12
th

  
September 

02 Days 

Dept. of Industries 
Ampara 

21 4 

Mrs. 
ThamaraDamayanthi 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development 

45 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
- Textile 

Decorative 
Products 

 

Manikahinna 
Kandy 

17th  
September 

02 Days 

National Design 
Centre 

Nattarampotha 
15 6 

Mr.G.K.Wijesinghe -  
Asst. 

Director(Nattarampotha) 
 

46 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
Rexin Bags 

Industrial 
Development 

Board 
Central Provice 

10Days 

Industrial 
Development 

Board 
Central Provice 

20  

Mr.G.K.Wijesinghe -  
Asst. 

Director(Nattarampotha) 
 

47 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

National Design 
Centre 

14
th

 
September 

National Crafts 
Council 

7  
Mrs.SomalathaGamlath 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

48 
Awareness 
Programme 

Based on Bamboo 

Governer’s 
Office 

Central Province 

18
th

 
September 

Ministry of 
Industries 

Central Province 
75  

Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 

49 

Awareness 
Programme 

Based on based 
onBamboo& Coir 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Angunakolapeles
sa 

21th 
September 

Vidatha 
Angunakolapelessa 

66  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

50 

Awareness 
Programme 

Based on based 
onBamboo& Coir 

Poddala 
Galle 

11
th

Seeptem
ber 

National Crafts 
Council 

91  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst. Director (Design 
Development) 

51 

New Design & 
Technical Training 

Programme – 
Textile &Batic 

Nattarampotha 
Kandy 

10th  October 
10Days 

Export Chanber of 
Commerce 

20 6 
Mr. G.K.Wijesinghe 

Asst. Director  
(Nattarampotha) 

52 

New design 
Training 

Programme 
-Divinaguma- 

Based on wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Polonnaruwa 

07
th

 
September 

02 Days 

Divisional 
Secretariat 

Polonnaruwa 
75 40 

Mr. VijithaBandara 
Asst. Director (Design 

Development) 
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Nature of 

Programme and 
Handicraft Field 

Venue  
Commensing 

Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/ 

Organization 

No. of 
Bene-
ficiarie 

 

No: of New 
Designs 

Introduced 
Officer  Resposible  

53 
Practical Training 

Advisory 
Programme 

Social Services 
Dept. 

Vocational 
Training 
Division 

31s t October 
Social Services 

Dept. 
 

7 21 
Mr.Bernard Manatunga 
–Asst, Director (Design 

Development)& 

54 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Dehiwala 

08th  October 
Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Dehiwala 

55  
Mr. Vijitha 

BandaraAsst, Director 
(Design Development) 

55 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Kolonnawa 

 

15th  October 
Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Dehiwala 

81  
Mr. Vijitha 

BandaraAsst, Director 
(Design Development) 

56 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 

Kotte 
 

16 th  October 
Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Dehiwala 

60  
Mr. Vijitha Bandara 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

57 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Kaduwela 

October 
Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Dehiwala 

342  
Mr. Vijitha Bandara 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

58 
Awareness 
Programme 

Bamboo & Cane 
Wevaldeniya 17th  

October 

Cane based 
Co-operative 

Society 
Wevaldeniya 

10  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

59 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Kasbewa 

18th  
October 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Kasbewa 

65  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

60 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Homagama 

22nd October 
Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Homagama 

60  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

61 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Moratuwa 

23r d  
October 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 
Moratuwa 

92  
Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 

Asst, Director (Design 
Development) 

62 
Awareness 
Programme 
Handicrafts 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 

Maharagama 

23r d  
October 

Divisional 
Secretariat, 

Maharagama 
50  

Mr.W.M.Piyaratne 
Asst, Director (Design 

Developmentz) 

63 

New Design 
Technology 

Training 
Programme - Rush 

& Reed 

Nalankuda, 
Baticoloa 

18th  
October 
04Days 

Palmyrah 
Development 

Board 
175 20 

Mrs.Somalatha 
Gamlath, 

Asst, Director (Design 
Developmentz 

64 

technology 
introduction 

Practical Training 
Programme 

Brass Casting 

Kiriwaula, 
Pilimathalawa 

04Days 

Crafts 
Development 

Centre, 
Kiriwaula, 

 

15  

Mr.Torin 
Chandrasekara, 

Design Development 
Officer 

65 

New Design 
Development 
Programme 
Red Clay 

Ornaments 

Koratota, 
Kaduwela 

09th 
NovemberÖ 
03Days 

Small Enterprises 
Development 

Division, 
Colombo District 

26  

Mr.Torin 
Chandrasekara, 

Design Development 
Officer 
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW DESIGNS TO THE HANDICRAFTS FIELD

National Design Centre develops new designs suitable for the modern market and converted these new 
designs into prototype samples through its own workshop. Majority of these prototypes are being 
introduced through awareness and training programmes and through the craftsmen, who visit the 
National Design Centre to obtain its services.

In the same manner, action has been taken to introduce these new designs at the “ Yugayata Nimaum” 
exhibition, “Shilpa” national exhibition and through the other exhibitions  conducted provincial wise. 
During the year 2012 National Design Centre was able to introduce 471 new designs to craftsmen 
exceeding the target of 450.

Contribution made by National Design Centre through the Development Projects for the 
upliftment of Handicrafts sector.

The National Design Centre has actively involved with the “'Divinaguma” National Development 
Programme since 2011. National Design Centre participated at the exhibitions conducted under this 
programme and collected information on the requirements of the craftsmen. Accordingly, Center has 
organized several training programmes for selected participants. At the end of the training, National 
Design Centre distributed tools & equipment and raw materials for participants who have successfully 
completed training with the financial support from the Ministry of  Economic.   

Accordingly, National Design Centre participated at 14 exhibitions held at Kandy, Hambantota, 
Ratnapura, Batticaloa, Polonnaruawa, Badulla, Kilinochchi, Matale, Vauniya, Galle, Tricomalee, 
Mulathiv, Nuwara-Eliya, and Kalutara in 2012 and conducted  awareness programmes to those who 
request such services from the institute. In consequence of the above programmes, new design 
development programmes were conducted for the crafts persons in Colombo, Gampaha, Jaffna, 
Monaragala, Anuradhapura, Kegalle, Ratnapura, Mannar, Badulla, Kandy, Hambantota, Matale, 
Polonnaruwa, and Puttlam Districts. During the year 2012. Arrangements have been made to distribute 
raw materials for the craftsmen who participated for training programmes held in Colombo District and 
received awareness on  new designs and related technology. 

 
 

 
Nature of Programme 
and Handicraft Field 

Venue  
Commensing 

Date & 
Duration 

Co-odinating 
Institution/ 

Organization 

No. of 
Benefi-
ciaries 

 

No: of 
New 

Designs 
Introduce

d 

Resposible Officer 

66 

New Design & 
Technology Training 

Programme, 
Red Clay 

Clay Training 
Centre 

Udukiriwila 

07th 
November    

03 Days 

Dept. of Industries, 
Southern Provincial 

Council 
20 6 

Mr. Vijitha BandaraAsst, 
Director (Design 

Development) 

67 

New Design & 
Technology Training 

Programme, 
Textile - Batic 

 

Nattarmpotha 
Kandy 

12th 
December   
05 days 

Chamber of Commerce 
Central Province 

13 3 
Mr. P.K.Wijesinghe 

Asst.Director, 
(Nattarampotha) 

68 

New Design & 
Technology Training 

Programme, 
Based on Coir 

 

Fisheries 
Community 

Hall 
Pothupitiya, 
Wadduwa 

10th 

December   
03 days 

Dept. of Fisheries & 
Water Resources 

Kalutara 
25 5 Mr.Channa Perera-

Designer 

69 

New Design Training 
Programme 

Divinaguma-based on 
Wood 

Divisional 
Secretariat 
Baticaloa 

 
08thDecemb
er  - 02 days 

Divisional Secretariat 
Baticaloa 25 22 

Mr.Bernard Manatunga 
Asst.Director(Design 

Development& 

70 

New Design Training 
Programme 

Divinaguma-based 
onTextile,- Bobbin Lace 

Divisional 
Secretariat 
Weligama- 

Matara 

13th 
December 

Economic 
Development Board 

20 2 

Mrs.Thamara 
Damayanthi- 

Asst.Director(Design 
Development& 



TRADITIONAL HANDICRAFTS VILLAGES DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME

National Design Centre had been allocated Rs 5.7 Million out of the allocations received for the Ministry 
of  Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development for the development of traditional 
handicrafts villages for the year 2012.  Centre was able to implement development activities utilizing 
these funds for the following traditional handicrafts villages.

Under this programme, National Design Centre launched design development programs for the above 
seven villages to suit the current market and conducted training programmes to transfer related 
technology. Participants were also provided equipment and market linkage support as a part of this 
project

As per the action plan of this project, field visit has been conducted for the villages of Pahala hapuwida, 
Bope Poddala, Unaweruwa and Neelawala, to collect information from the participants and to conduct 
awareness on the project.

New Design Development and Market linkage support programme conducted for craftsmen in 
Northern Province in collaboration with UNDP

This project was implemented with the aim of providing training to 06 groups of young skilled and 
trainee crafts women in Jaffna, Mulathivu and Kilinochchi districts on Palmyrah leaves based 
handicrafts products in view of restoring the handicraft persons who were faced immense difficulties due 
to the three decade long civil war. In view of providing necessary skills and related technology to develop 
marketable new designs suitable for the local and international market, National Design Centre initiated 
this project with the co-ordination and financial support of  Rs 5.5 Million from UNDP.
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 Handicraft 

field 

District Divisional 

Secretariet Division 

Village 

01 Lacquer Matale Ratthota PahalaHapuwida 

02 Wood Galle Bope-Poddala Bope-Poddala 

03 Musical Items Matar Matara Hitthatiya 

04 Masks Kalutara Horana Bandarawatta Maugama(Batuwita) 

05 Sesath Matale Yatawatta Unaweruwa 

06 Jewellery Kandy Pahala Hawaheta Neelawala 

07 Musical Items Kandy Udunuwara Kuragala 
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The Main Objectives of the Project Commenced on 30.10.2012 are stated below,

= Providing market opportunities by introducing new designs and simple technology suitable for 
the requirements of local and international market and their by enhance the income level and 
living condition of the craftsmen.

= Providing sustainable livelihood to people who were affected by 30 decades long civil war.

= Communicate new design concepts among the craftsmen in the industry

= Making attitudinal change towards the teamwork and develop positive attitude towards the 
future

th thThe National Design Centre conducted a field visit from 06  to 10  November, 2012 in Jaffna, 
Mulathiv and Kilinochchi districts to study basic information about the selected craftsmen. Future 
activities of this project have been scheduled to commence in the year 2013.

Yugayata Nimaum – New Design Exhibition

The annual “ Yugayata Nimaum” New Design Exhibition Organized by the National Design Centre as a 
means of depicting its identity was planned and held parallel to the "Shilpa" National Exhibition and 
Trade Fair at Bandaranayake Memorial International Conference Hall from 27.12.2012 to 30.12.2012. 
At this exhibition National Design Centre was able to showcase 500 newly designed products that were 
turned out at the NDC workshop relating to rush & reed, red clay, coir, textile, wood, bamboo & cane, 
lacquer, brass and leather sectors. Around 4500 people visited the exhibition and arrangements had been 
made to conduct awareness programmes for those who wish to obtain services of National Design 
Centre. 

In addition to this 12 handicrafts persons had been given market opportunities by providing trade stalls 
at this exhibition.

Consultancy Services provided by National Design Centre

Co-ordination of Design Consultancy Services

 

Institute requested services Nature of consultancy 

Auditor General’s  Department 
 

Production of Awards 

Ministry of Economic Development Production of containers for nursery plants. 
Production of models of display cages for 
poultry. 
 

Ministry of Cultural &  Arts  Production of Deshanethru Awards 
 

Ministry of Indigenous Medicine Interior Decorations 
 

Sri Lankan Parliament Production of Scepter and flag containing 
Scepter for Speaker’s official vehicle 



Activities of the Marketing and Information Section

"SHILPA"  2012 EXHIBITION

The National Design Centre participated at the above exhibition which is conducted annually by the 
Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development in collaboration with the 
institutions that are coming within the purview of the Ministry.  Centre also conducted Yugayata 
Nimaum – New Designs Exhibition in line with the "Shilpa" National Exhibition. 

Apart from the above, the National Design Centre made arrangements to launch the new designs 
developed by the students of the Design College relevant to their study projects at this New Designs 
Exhibition.

Market Research Programme

Two market research programmes using few handicraft shops located in Colombo area have been 
conducted in order to introduce new designs under traditional handicraft village programme for 
craftsmen attached to Bope,  Poddala wood carving village and Pahala  hapuwida lacquer village.
 
Market Promotion Programme

Design catalogue containing information on new designs developed during the year has been published 
and distributed among 250 buyers with international market links.

Library Services and supplying Information

Library and information services have been provided to 261 handicraftsmen through the library located 
at Katubedda Head Office premises and branch office at Nattarampotha. Photo copying service to obtain 
copies of designs in text books were also provided.   

DESIGN EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING  ACTIVITIES

SRI LANKA  NATIONAL  DESIGN   INSTITUTE (SLNDI)

The Sri Lanka National Design Institute, education arm of the institute conducts a Diploma Course in 
Design, which provides a valuable opportunity for youths who wish to pursue their studies in the field of 
design.

This diploma course provide opportunity to broaden the knowledge for those who are already employed 
in design field and those who wish to join design field in the future. This course provides an opportunity 
to learn theory and practical aspects of the subject. As there is a dearth in the skillful and efficient 
designers locally, opportunities through the design Institute have been provided for those who aspire to 
pursue their design education and secure good employment opportunities locally and abroad.
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At present this course has been conducted on the following way so as to participate students in week days 
and weekends.

- Higher National Diploma Course in Design (2010-2012)
(Week-days) – 10 students have been following this course.

- Higher National Diploma Course in Design (2011-2013)
(week-days) 10 students have been following this course.

- National Diploma Course in Interior Design (2011-2013)
(week-end)   05 students have been following this course.

Beneficiaries of National Design Centre

22

Service 
 

No. of Beneficiaries 

1.    Awareness Programme on New Designs and   
Practical Training Programmes 

 

2653 

No. of Beneficiaries received orders and sales opportunities 
 

12 

Number of beneficiaries who received information on Market, 
Craftsmen and  handicrafts field 
 

95 

Number of beneficiaries who received practical training 
opportunities  in NDC Workshops 
 

57 

Number of beneficiaries who received Common Facilities 
 

62 

Design provided for those who visited the institute and  made 
requests on designs including graphic designs  

71 

Number of beneficiaries who received library services 261 

Providing services to school children and University students-
^for preparing project reports etc.d 
 

61 

No. of Beneficiaries –went through In-house Awareness  
(School children) and other awareness programmes conducted 
on the invitation from other institutions 
 

1224 

Those who were benefitted through market promotion 
programme. 

250 
 

Those who were benefitted through market research 
programmes 
 

150 

Total Number of Beneficiaries 
 

4896 
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NATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE 
PHYSICAL PROGRESS 31ST December 2012  
 

 Project/Programme/Activity Physical  Progress 

  Target Achievement 

1 Planning and development of new design   
1'1 No: of  new designed planned 672 680 

1'2 No: of new designs converted into prototype samples 363 380 

1'2'1 No. of Prototypes developed in Moraruwa Workshop  230 

1'2'2 No. of Prototypes designed in Nattarampotha Workshop  122 

1'3 No: of prototype samples  developed through External Crafts 
persons on the request of the Centre 

 28 

2 New Designs Awareness Training & Practical Training
 Programmes 

  

2'1 Awareness Programme on new designs   10 15 

 No. of  Beneficiaries  1500 1118 

2'2 Practical training programmeon new designs introduced  50 55 

 No. of Beneficiaries 1000 150
7 

2'3 Introduction of new designs for Teachers Training 10 02 

 No. of Beneficiaries 150 28 

2'4 No. of new designs introduced 450 471 

3 Guidance  on New Designs and Technology for Craftsmen 
and new Designers 

  

3'1 Higher National Diploma in  Design 100 19 

3'2 National Diploma in Interior Design 50 05 

3'3 Short term practical Training programmes 10 15 

 No. of Beneficiaries ^New Comers&  75 57 

4 Market Promotion Programmes for New Designs   

4'1 New Designs Handicrafts Exhibition 01 01 

4'2 Young Designers’ Exhibition   01 01 

4'3 Participation for special exhibition conducted by Provincial 
Councils / and special units. 

04 17 

5 Information, market opportunities, Research and 
Development Programme 

  

5'1 Research and Awareness Programme on Material  Technology 02 01 

5'2 Providing market Opportunities 30 12 

5'3 Providing Sales/Market Information 60 95 

5'4 Providing Library Facilities 310 261 

6 Design Consultancy Services   

6'1 Providing Design Consultancy Services for  Govt.  & Private  
Sector 

15 05 

 



Final Accounts for the year 

ended 31st December 2012

National Design Centre
(Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Developments)

No. 10, De Mel Road, Katubedda, Moratuwa
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Rs. Rs. Rs.
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FOR THE YEAR

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
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National Design Center
Budget Politics for the year 2012

01.  Basic of Preparation
 The financial statement have been prepared in a accordance with general accepted accounting 
 principals under the historical accounting conventions. No adjustments have been made for 
 inflationary factors affecting the accounts and the financial statements are prepared in Sri  
 Lanka Rupees.

02. Financial Statement have been prepared in accordance with Sri Lanka Accounting Standard 
 for Small and Medium Sized Entities.

03.  Government Grants.
 The Institutions receives two types of Government Grants namely, Recurrent and Capital.

04.  Depreciation
 Depreciation on tangible fixed assets has been provided at diminishing balance method at the 
 following annual rates.
    Building     5%
    Office Equipment    10%
    Computers and Accessaries   20%
    Furniture & Fittings    10%
    Tools and Equipments   25%
    Bicycle     15%
    Motor Vehicle     20% 
    Machinery & Equipment   15%
    Library Books    5%
Depreciation has not been provided for the current year purchases.

05.  Statement of Cash Flow 
 The Statement of cash flow is prepared using indirect method in accordance with public  
 enterprises circular No. PED/19 cash flow statement.

06.  Statement of Comprehensive Income
 The revenue of the Institutions represents the income from government Grants and other  
 miscellaneous income.All income has been recognized on as accrual basis.

07.  Valuation of Inventories
 Inventories are valued at the lower of cot and net realizable value. The cost of inventories id 
 determined on a first out basis.

08.  Post Balance Sheet Events
 All material events occurring after the balance Sheet date are considered and when necessary 
 adjustment made in the accounts.

09.  Machinery, Tools and Equipment of the Common Facilities Centre have been revalued on the 
 basis of market value.

10. Common Facility Centre Account and the test Marketing Account have been closed and the 
 account balance have been transferred to National Design Centre Account.

11. One set of financial statement has been prepared for the year 2012 instead of preparing  
 separate financial statement for each account as practiced in the past.
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R.I.



34



35



36



37



38

14.1.1
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