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Name ofthe institution: Human Rights Commission of SriLanka
Submission of observations of the Hon. Minister in charge ofthe institutions and steps

taken with regard to the reports tabled by the Committee on Public Accounts in terms of
Standing OrderNo. I l9(4)
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Parliament Sub No : 290

Name of the Institution : Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka

Year202l
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Human *i8[rts Commisslon of Sri tanka

Deficiencies identified by the
committee

Actions taken to correct
deficiencies/current status

First part :77.00
0l The fixed asset register was not

maintained with current updates.
Updated in the year 2023.

02 The register for internal audit inquiries
was not maintained with current updates.

ln 2021, the internal audit unit was not
established, and no audit query document
was prepared for the year. An internal
auditor was appointed in November 2023,
and requisite measures have been
undertaken to initiate the audit department
startine in2024.

03 As per Public Accounts Circular No.
17112004 dated I1.05.2004, the passwords
associated with the software, specifically
the first, second, and third passwords,
were not updated within the required
three-month interval.

Password modifications have been
implemented. Requests have been made
due to the inability to change passwords
within the payroll software.

04 The process of conducting the board of
survey and submiuing reports to the
Auditor General was not undertaken
within the specified timeframe outlined in
paragraph ll.1 of Part 1 of Public Finance
Circular No. 01/2020 dated 28.08.2020, as

reouired bv FR 756rc\.

It is admitted that the board of surveys for
the years 2021 and 2022 have been
completed but have not been completed by
the date of the circular. Necessary steps
have been taken to update in the year 2023.

05 The recommendations pertaining to
excesses, deficiencies, and other findings
identified in the annual board of survey
were not executed within the stipulated
timeframes.

Officials have been notified, and requisite
measures have been undertaken for the
update.

06

,

State emblems were not painted on all
vehicles.

Due to the engagement of Human Rights
Commission officers in specialized tasks,
the painting of the state emblem has not
been carried out, as decided by the previous
Commission. This decision was rooted in
concems regarding the preservation of
confidentiality and the need to avoid
recognition before reaching certain
locations. The current commission
reaffirms this decision.

07 According to the regulations outlined in
paragraph 3.1 of Public Administrative
Circular No. 2016/30 dated 29.12.2016,
there were no inspections conducted on
the fuel consumption of vehicles owned
by special expenditure units.

Offrcials have been informed with
necessary instructions to update.

7
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08 In violation of FR 94(l), the appropriation
allocated for a specific expenditure
category was utilized in a manner that
exceeded the remaining appropriation
limit at the conclusion of the fiscal year.

Officials have been informed to update.

09 The procedures for appropriately
presenting the Annual Performance
Report to the Parliament had not been
initiated.

Steps have been taken to present the report
of the year 2023 to the Parliament on the
scheduled date.

l0 In violation of FR 134(2), the internal
audit program was not formulated at the
commencement of the year following the
inquiry by the Auditor General.

As the Internal Audit Unit was non-
operational in the year 2021, measures have
been implemented to update and activate it
in the year2024.

ll The Audit and Management Committees
had not held at least 02 meetings.

After establishing the Internal Audit Unit in
2023, the first Audit and Management
Committee meeting was held on
18.12.2023.

Second Part : 44.00

t2 The organization had not identified
sustainability goals in terms of its scope.

In accordance with the Sri Lanka Human
Rights Commission Act, the Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka is tasked with
overseeing alL government instifutions.
Consequently, the commission bears the
responsibility of monitoring the
implementation of sustainable development
objectives across these institutions. This
includes a focus on Sustainable
Development Goal 4, which emphasizes
quality education, Sustainable Development
Goal 5, addressing gender relations, and
Sustainable Development Goal 16, aimed at
fostering sustainable development by
creating a peaceful and ideal society. This
involves providing equal opportunities for
justice to all individuals and establishing
effective and responsible institutions at
every level. The commission is committed
to advancine these soals. as outlined.

13 Performance targets were not set to
measure the achievement of the identified
sustainabilitv soals.

In the year 2024, necessary steps are being
taken to follow suitable measures for this
DUmOSe.

l4 Specific indicators to measure progress in
implementing the identified Sustainable
Develooment Goals were not defined.

In the year 2024, necessary steps are being
taken to follow suitable measures for this
Dumose.

t5 The number of training opportunities
provided out of the planned training
opportunities was less than 50%.

The inability to conduct awrueness programs
during the COVID-I9 period to meet the
intended goals, insufficient allocations, and
the necessity to adhere to restrictions on
spending circulars havb been challenging
factors. ^ \-
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The recommendations of the Auditor
General's report had not been

The recoflrmendations have been
communicated and updated to the fullest

In accordance with paragraph l2.l of
Public Finance Circular No. 0212020
dated 28.08.2020, three performance
indicators essential for measuring
progress were not identified to delineate
the role institutions are expected !o
tulfill.

To achieve this, future plans have been
formulated to operate according to the
circular

All offrcers had not submiued asset

liabilitv statements
Updated in the year2024.

Officers are assigned based on the
availability of vacancies and the service
requirements of the Coq-q4ission,

Offrcers who had completed the
marimum period of their service were
not transferred appropriately.


