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Introduction 

 

First part in the Annual Report of the Official Languages 

Commission contains its Vision, Mission, Objectives and 

information about members and staff. 

 

There are 4 objectives in the Official Languages Commission Act 

No. 18 of 1991.  Conducting language audits, investigating public 

complaints, conducting awareness creation programmes relating to 

the key tasks of supervision, investigation, education and 

consultation are carried out to achieve the objectives aforesaid.  

Information relating to those activities contains in the Second part 

of this annual report. 

 

Financial Statements for the year ended by 31 December 2021 and 

the final audit report including Auditor General’s observations 

contains in Part three and four respectively. 
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Part I 

 

 The Official Languages Commission (OLC) is a statutory institution established in 

compliance with the provisions contained in the Official Languages Act. No. 18 of 1991. 

 

01. Vision 

To be the organization empowered to ensure the implementation of the Official Languages Policy 

by all organizations providing services to the public. 

 

02. Mission 

To provide for the bilingual needs of the public through reviewing, monitoring, educating and 

advising on the implementation of the Official Languages Policy. 

 

03. Objectives 

The general objectives of Commission are as follows. 

 

(a) Recommend principles of policy relating to the use of the Official Languages, and to 

monitor and supervise compliance with the provisions contained in Chapter IV of the 

Constitution ; 

 

(b) Take all such actions and measures as are necessary to ensure the use of the 

languages referred to in Article 18 of the Constitution in accordance with the spirit and intent 

of Chapter IV of the Constitution ; 

 

(c) Promote the appreciation of the Official Languages and the acceptance, 

maintenance, and continuance of their status, equality and right of use ; and 

 

(d) Conduct investigations, both on its own initiative, and in response to any complaints 

received, and to take remedial action as provided for, by the provisions of the Act. 
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04. Key Tasks 

 

Four key tasks are carried out by the Commission to achieve the above-mentioned 

objectives. 

  

 

1. Compilation of principals of policy     -  Consultation 

 

2. Whether provisions contained in the constitution with regard   -  Monitoring 

to the Official Languages are properly followed up by the 

state mechanism  

 

3. Awareness creation with regard to status or use of the   -  Education 

 relevant languages    

 

4. Complaints with regard to violation of the language rights  -  Investigation 

contained in the Constitution 

 

05. Organizational Structure 

(a) The Official Languages Commission is appointed by His Excellency the President 

which consists of six members.  One member is nominated as Chairman of the Commission.  

Chairman is the Chief Executive Officer of the Commission. 

 

The existing Commission appointed on 22.01.2020 consisted of following members. 

 

1. Mr. D. Kalansooriya – Attorney-at-Law (Chairman) 

2. Prof. SandagomiCoparahewa (University of Colombo) 

3. Prof. RathiraniYogendrarajah (University of Jaffna) 

4. Prof. DushyanthiMendis (University of Colombo) 

5. Dr. KavithaRajarathnam (University of Kelaniya) 

6. Mr. WasanthaEkanayake (Former Secretary to the Ministry of Buddhasasana, Religious 

and Cultural Affairs) 

 

Ms. SanojiRuvinikaPerera who is a Class I officer of Sri Lanka Administrative Service 

was the ex-officio Secretary for this period. 
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Organizational Structure of the Official Languages Commission as at 31.12.2021 
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The Commission staff as at 31.12.2021 

 

 

Serial 

No. 

 

Designation 

 

Approved Cadre 

 

Actual Cadre 

 

Remark 

01. Director 01 - 01 Vacant 

02. Assistant Director 01 01  

03. Language Officer 03 01 02 Vacant 

04. Administrative Officer 01 01  

05. Financial Officer 01 - 01 Vacant 

06. Chief Clerk 01 01  

07. 
Language Promotion and 

Investigating Officer 
10 04 

06 Vacant 

 

08. Development Officer 04 03 01 Vacant 

09. Management Assistant 10 08 02 Vacant 

10. 
Translator 

(Tamil/English) 
01 - 01 Vacant 

11. 
Translator 

(Sinhala/English) 
01 - 01 Vacant 

12. 
Translator 

(Sinhala/Tamil) 
01 - 01 Vacant 

13. Driver 03 02 01 Vacant 

14. Office Aide 04 03 01 Vacant 

 Total 42 24 18 Vacant 

 

06. Commission Meetings 

Six (06) Commission meetings had been held within year 2021 and one meeting out of that was 

held via online method. 

 

Date of meeting Method of meeting held 

29.01.2021 At the Commission office 

17.03.2021 At the Commission office 

22.04.2021 At the Commission office 

29.07.2021 At the Commission office 

11.11.2021 At the Commission offic 

23.12.2021 Via online method 
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07. Revamping of the Website 

The Official Languages Commission’s website was in innactive condition which had not 

been updated technically, with information and the expected objectives from the website couldn’t 

chieve.  Special attention of the Commission was drawn for this matter and decided to revamp it 

with immediate effect.  Accordingly, steps to revamp the website were taken obtaning technical 

assistant from the National Languages Equality Advanement Project (NLEAP) without spending 

Commission’s provisions. 

 

Commission had been observed that knowledge and understanding about the Official 

Languages Policy and language rights possess by the public must be increased.  All annual reports, 

recommendations, books, leaflets and posters published by the Commission have been uploaded to 

the website so that information need to the public could be obtained.  Thus, providing information 

to the public has further been enhanaced through the Chat bot created in the website using 

technology. 

 

Special powers to investigate the complaints forwarded by public relating to violations of 

the language rights have been vested to the Official Languages Commission.  Such complaints are 

received by the Commission via telephone calls and letters.  Public are given opportuniy to forward 

their complaints on launching of the website too. 

 

 

 

 

Photorapha 1 – The website 
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08. Shifting of the Commission to a new office premises 
 

The Commission office had been shifted to a number of office premises in private buildings 

within past period which is disadvantageable to the Commission due to changingits location from 

time to time.  Expenses to arrange the office premises shall be born, clients may face difficulties 

and huge cost may incur to transport the office equipment etc. are among the disadvantages 

aforesaid. 

 

The last location of the Commission was at the building of No. 40, Buthgamuwa Road, 

Rajagiriya.  The said building was taken over by the Ministry of Prision due to change of the 

ministrrial scope.  Therefter, the Commission was informed by the Ministry of Prison to vacate the 

office premises with immediate effect.  Although request of seeking an office premises to the 

Commission was made to line ministry no response was received.  Thereafter steps were taken to 

reserve an office premises from the ‘Janajaya City’ building which belongs to Sri Jayawardapepura 

Kotte Municipal Council and the Commission office was shifted to an office premises in extent of 

apprx. 4000 sq.ft. at the ‘Janajaya City’ building of Sri Jayawardanepura Kotte Municipal Council 

which is located at Nawala Road, Rajagiriya.  Commission had to face many obstacles while 

obtaining this office premises viz, 

 

i. Many government institutions had been sought limited office spaces at the “Janajaya 

City” building which are remaining because the government had been taken a policy 

decision that all government institutions which were in private buildings must be shifted 

to the government buildings. 

 

ii. A deposit must be paid. 

 

iii. Difficulties in coodingating with the Municipal Council due to Covid-19 pandemic 

prevailed. 

 

However, the Commission could reserve an office spaces in extent of apprx. 4000 sq.ft. 

remained at the 9
th

 Floor of “Janajaya City” building as a result of the continuous discussions had 

with the Municipal Council.  This office premises has primariliy obtained on lease and a 

preliminary discussion to get it on long term lease viz Thirty years or ninety nine years had already 

been held. 

 

The Commission may able to carry on its functions for a long period at the “Janajaya City” 

building if this office premises could be obtained on long term lease and issues arise due to 

changing of the office premises from time to time could be avoided. 
 

“The “Janajaya City” building where Commission office has presently located is in the 

centre of Rajagiriya town so that parties could reach the Commission easily.  It is also close to the 

Department of Official Languages so that service of the Commissioner of Official Languges could 

also be obtained easily besause he/she is the Secretary of the Commisison. 
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Photograph 2 –The “Janajaya City” building 
where the Official Languages Commission is 

located 
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Part II 
 

 

Functions of the Commission are carried out under four (04) key tasks. 

 

1. Supervision 

2. Investigation 

3. Education 

4. Consultation 

Activities carried out in2021 relating to above are as follows. 

 

01. Supervision – Conducting Language Audits 

Language Audits is an activity related to the monitoring task of the Commission. 

Commission directly investigates the implementation of the Official Languages Policy in 

Government institutions, issues recommendations in the events of non-compliance with the 

Policy and follows up on the implementation of said recommendations. 

 

The language audits are conducted according to the following criterias.  

 

1. All name boards displayed for the public within office premises (name boards, 

information boards, instruction boards). 

2. All documents used for the public service. 

3. Awareness with regard to the Official Languages Policy. 

4. Officers’ communication ability. 

5. Conducting Sinhala/Tamil language training courses. 

6. Officers’ language proficiency. 

7. The website. 

8. Translations. 

9. Front office background. 

10. Special matters relating to the institution (ex-: police stations – recording complaints, 

Registrar of births/marriages/deaths – issuing certificates in official languages). 

 

 All non-compliances exist with regard to the Official Languages Policy are identified at this 

observation and recommendations to correct said non-compliances are issued to the head of the 

relevant institution.  The said non-compliances should be corrected within one months and reported 

to the Commission.  Names of the institutions where language audits were conducted in this year 

are as follows. 
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S.N.  Venue Date 

1. Peoples’ Bank – Headquarters 06.01.2021 

2. Bank of Ceylon - Headquarters 14.01.2021 

3. Divisional Secretariat - Sri Jayawardanepura Kotte 07.04.2021 

4. Divisional Secretariat –Dehiwala 20.01.2021 

5. Divisional Secretariat – Maharagama 20.01.2021 

6. Department of Immigration and Emigration 09.01.2021 

7. Land Registrar’s office 06.01.2021 

8. Election Commission 09.02.2021 

9. Ministry of Education 11.02.2021 

10. Sri Lanka Insurance Co. Ltd. 10.03.2021 

11. Department of Educational Publications 19.03.2021 

12. National Savings Bank - Headquarters 31.03.2021 

13. Department of Examinations  01.04.2021 

14. State Mortgage and Investment Bank 07.04.2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 3 – Department of Educational Publications 

 

Photograph 4 – Land Registry 

 

Photograph 5 – Sri Lanka Insurance 

Corporation 

 

Photograph 6 – Department of Examinations 
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02. Investigation - Investigating Complaints 

 
Special powers to investigate complaints received in relation to violation of the language 

rights have been vested to the Commission by the Official Languages Act.  Investigating of such 

complaints is a key task of the Commission.  Complaints are forwarded to the Commission in 

following ways. 

 

01. By letters 

02. By visiting the Commission 

03. Complaints published in the printed media 

04. Via E-mail 

05. Via Telephone messages 

06. Via Telephone number 071-9521436 

 

Complaints received within this year are less than the complaints received within past years 

because large number of complaints are received via hotline No. 1956.  But this hotline number 

became inactive by year 2021 and complaints received via said number were discontinued.  

Accordingly considerable shortfall of complaints received by the Commission within year under 

review could be observed. 

 

Thirteen (13) complaints had been received by the Commission within year under review 

and 56 complaints including previous year’s pending complaints had been investigated within this 

year.  Few complaints investigated as aforesaid contain in the table below. 
 

Complaint Measure Taken 

Misconduct of abusing a Tamil lady and a person by 

an Assistant Secretary of the Labor Tribunal - 

Colombo 01 and, discarding the printed documents 

which they brought. 

This matter was investigated by the 

officers of the Official Languages 

Commission on 18.01.2021 before the 

Labor Tribunal – Colombo 01.  

Explanation relating to this matter were 

also called from the Ministry of Justice.  

Accordingly, recommendations were 

issued to appoint officers who are capable 

to provide services in the Official 

Language, demanded by the public. 

Misspelling of Tamil words of the main name board 

displayed by Samurdhi Development Bank, 

nearEmasti Estate, Udupussellawa. 

Letters calling observations relating to 

this matter have been sent to the Manager 

of Samurdhi Bank – Udupusselawa.  But 

the letter had been returned stating that no 

such bank at this location.  The 

complainant had been made aware of this 

matter. 
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In terms of the provisions contained in Section 62 of 

the Western Province Finance Charter No. 06 of 

1990, the application to get opinion about the stamp 

fee issued to the public by the Western Provincial 

Revenue Department is only in Sinhala and English 

languages. 

Letters calling observations relating to 

this matter have been sent to the 

Commissioner of Western Province 

Revenue Department and 

recommendations to prepare it again 

correcting language errors have been 

issued. 

There are misspellings in the Tamil word 

“Beliaththa” written in the main name board of 

Beliatta Police Station. 

Letters calling observations relating to 

this matter have been sent to the Officer-

in-Charge of Beliatta Police Station.  

Recommendations to re-correct the wrong 

Tamil words have been issued. 

There are misspellings in the Tamil word 

“Nuwaraeliya” written in the name board of 

Nuwaraeliya Public Bus Station, displayed by 

Nuwaraeliya Pradeshiya Sabhawa. 

Letters calling observations relating to 

this matter have been sent to the Secretary 

of Nuwaraeliya Pradeshiya Sabhawa. 

There are misspellings in the Tamil words written in 

the main name board of Homagama Electricity Board 

The Chief Engineer of Homagama 

Electricity Board was inquired regarding 

this matter.  Recommendations to correct 

the relevant main name board were issued 

accordingly. 

There are misspellings in the Tamil words written in 

the name board displayed by the Schools Library 

Development Brach in the Ministry of Education 

Letters calling observations relating to 

this matter have been sent to the Secretary 

in the Ministry of Education.  

Recommendations to correct the relevant 

name board have been issued. 

The instruction sheet given by the Ministry of Justice 

to fill application for the post of Justice of the Peace 

states that it must be filled legibly in Sinhala or 

English languages with clear spellings and do not fill 

in Tamil language.  Reason for the above had been 

questioned. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from Secretary to the Ministry 

of Justice. Recommendations to prepare 

the relevant instruction sheet trilingually 

have been issued. 

Misspelling of Tamil words in the letterhead of the 

Department of Survey – Gampaha. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from the Senior 

Superintendent of Survey, Department of 

Survey – Gampaha.  Recommendations to 
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correct the Tamil language errors in the 

letterhead have been issued. 

Misspelling of Tamil and Sinhala words in the 

letterhead of the Provincial Office of the Land 

Settlement –Gampaha. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from the Deputy 

Commissioner of the Department of Land 

Settlement – Gampaha Office.  

Recommendations to correct the Sinhala 

and Tamil spelling errors in the letterhead 

have been issued. 

Misspelling of Tamil and Sinhala words in the 

letterhead of the Zonal Education Office of 

Gampaha. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from the Director of Zonal 

Education Office.  Recommendations to 

correct the Sinhala and Tamil spelling 

errors in the letterhead have been issued. 

Misspellings of Tamil words for “Bandaranaike 

Memorial International Conference Hall” written the 

invitation card issued to the invitees for the 

convocation held by the University of Moratuwa. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from the Registrar of the 

University of Moratuwa.  

Recommendations to correct the Tamil 

spellings in the invitation card have been 

issued. 

It is live in the social media that Tamil language in 

the letterhead of the Ministry of Transportation not 

available. 

Observations relating to this matter have 

been called from the Secretary to the 

Ministry of Transportation.  

Recommendations to include the Tamil 

language too have been issued. 

 
 

03. Education - Awareness Programes 
 

Commission conducts awareness programmes for the officers in government and semi-

government institutions at Divisional Secretariat level.  The primary objective of these programmes 

is to make aware of the officers about legal background, Official Languages Policy and their 

responsibility. Commission desires to maintain the service provision in compliance with the 

Official Languages Policy.  Commission also makes the public aware of about language rights.  

Commission wishes to increase the knowledge possessed by public with regard to the language 

rights, using printed and electronic media. 
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Commission couldn’t conduct awareness programmes in the year 2021 as planned due to 

Covid-19 pandemic.  However, activities contained in the table below were carried out from time to 

time using Zoom technology. 

 

S.N. Awareness Programme Date 

01. 
Publishing newspaper articles to mark the International  

Mother Language Day 
28.02.2021 

02. 
Awareness programme for journalists to mark the Sinhala 

Language Day 
03.03.2021 

03. 
Awareness programme on OLP for the students in the 

University of Ruhuna 
18. 06.2021 

04. 
Awareness programme on OLP for the students in the 

University of Colombo 
26.07.2021 

05. 
Awareness programme to mark the International Sign 

Language Day. 
24.09.2021 

 

 Key note speech of the awareness programme conducted to mark the Sinhala Language Day 

and to make aware of the Journalists was delivered by Prof. Sandagomi Coparehewa on the topic of 

“Sinhala writing rule and using of correct language” to which participated 44 Journalists. 

 

 About hundred students participated the awareness programme conducted online method to 

make aware of first year scholars in the Sinhala Faculty of the University of Colombo.  Also about 

200 students participated the awareness programme conducted for the scholars in the Faculty of 

Social Science in the University of Colombo. 

 

Commission officers participate the online awareness programme held to mark the 

International Sign Language Day which falls on 25
th

 day of September. 

 

Awareness Programme for Journalists to mark the Sinhala Language Day conducted at 

Sri Lanka Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 7 – Chairman addresses the 

audience 

 

Photograph 10 – Journalists participated the 

programe 
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04. Programmes implemented together with the National Languages Equility 

Advancement Project (NLEAP) 
 

According to a diplomatic agreement entered into by and between the Sri Lanka 

Government and Canadian Government, the technical support needed for the activities in the 

Commission is provided by the National Languages Equality Advancement Project (NLEAP).  The 

technical support for following matters had been provided by the project within this year. 

 

1) Conducting online programmes to exchange the techninal knowledge. 

 

Sereis of online programmes to exchange the technical knowledge to make aware of 

the officers in this Commission with regard to the method of functioning the tasks in the 

Canadian Official Languages Commision were conducted.  The resourcee personnel of 

these programmes were the officers in the Canadian Official Languages Commission.  

These programmese were conducted covering following areas. 

 

i. Preparing annual reports. 

ii. Investigating public complaints. 

iii. Awarness creation among public with regard to the language rights. 

iv. Conducting surveys and inspections. 

 

2) Conducting an island wide essay compettion among school children 

 

The schools couldn’t open due to Covid-19 pandemic prevaled within year 2021 and 

school children were limited to their homes.  An island wide essay competition in Sinhala, 

Tamil and English languages with the objective of getting involved the school children for 

effective activities within this period was conducted in collaboratioin with the National 

Languages Equality Advancement Project (NLEAP).  About 1200 essays from school 

children had been sent to the Commission as per the instructions given. 

 

3) Programme for Training of Trainers. 

 

The Official Languages Commission makes aware of the parties with regard to the 

Official Languages Policy.  Government officers, officers in semi-government institutions, 

general public and schoold children have been basically selected for these awareness 

creations. 

 

 Awareness creation programmes are conducted at Divisional Secretariat level for the 

heads of the institutions.  The resource personnel of these programmes are also the officers 

in the Commission.  There was a need of training those officers who work as resource 

personnel.  Three days’ workshop on Training of Trainers was conducted in this year at 

Galle Face Hotel to which provided technical support by the National Language Equality 

Advancement Project (NLEAP) to meet this requirement. 
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4) Re-structuring organizatioal structure of the Official Languages Commission. 

 

 

Organizational structure of the Official Languages Commission had not been created 

in line with the objectives stated in the Commission act.  Therefore, the organizational 

structure of the Commission was re-structured in line with its objectives with technical 

support of the National Language Equality Advancement Project (NLEAP) which was 

submitted to the Department of Management Services as a proposal. 

 

All activities aforesaid were carried out by the Commission amidst Covid-19 pandemic prevailed in 

the country.  Following obstacles were sometimes effected badly for office routines. 

 

i. Closing of government offices. 

ii. Limited number of employees were called for the service. 

iii. Declaring district and provincial travelling restrictions. 

iv. Declaring quarrantine curfew. 

v. Meetings couldn’t hold. 

vi. Restrictions to attend and function duties in another government institutions. 

vii. Closing of schools. 

Many activities of the Commission are carried out jointly with government officers, public 

and school children.  The language audits which is a key task of the Commission are physically 

conducted at other government institutions by the Commission’s investigating team according to 

the identified criterias.  But only 14 language audits could conduct in the year 2021 due to the 

restrictions aforesaid which exceeds 60 in other years. 

 

Commission also makes aware of the parties with regard to the Official Languages Policy 

and language rights but couldn’t conduct as expected due to the restrictions imposed.  Limited 

number of programmes were conducted in this year via online method as an alternative for above.  

Promotion of school language circles also couldn’t conduct because the schools were continuously 

closed. 

 

Commission meetings were also held at the Commission office following health care 

instructions and via online method as and when required. 

 

The above-mentioned matters clearly corroborate that the Covid-19 pandemic situation had 

been considerably affected the performance of the Commission in year 2021. 
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Annexure  I 
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AnnexureII 
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Chairman, 

Official Languages Commission 

 

 

Report of the Auditor General on the affairs of the Official Languages Commission including 

the Financial Statements and other Regulatory Requirements for the year ended by 31 

December 2021 in terms of Section 12 of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018 

 

 

The above-mentioned report has been sent herewith. 

 

 

 

Auditor General 

 

 

Copies:- 01. Secretary - Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies 

                 02.Secretary – Ministry Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and  

Local Government 

 

 

 

Chairman, 

Official Languages Commission 
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Report of the Auditor General on the affairs of the Official Languages Commission including 

the Financial Statements and other Regulatory Requirements for the year ended by 31 

December 2021 in terms of Section 12 of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018 

 

 

1. Financial Statements 

 

1.1 Quantified Opinion 

 

The Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2021 of the Official Languages 

Commission, the comprehensive income statement for the year ended by said date, the cash 

flow statement for the year ended by said date, notes to the Financial Statements and the 

Financial Statements as at the year ended by 31 December 2020 comprising with the 

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies were audited under my direction in pursuance 

of the provisions in Section No. 154(1) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with provisions of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018 and the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971. My report in terms of the Regulation No. 

154(6) in the Constitution will be presented at the Parliament in due course. 

 

Except the effect made by the matters described in the part of the basis for the qualified 

opinion in my report, my opinion is that the financial position of the institutionas at 31 

December 2021 and, its financial performance and the cash flow as at the year ended by 

said date reflects a true and fair position in terms of Sri Lanka Accounting Standards. 

 

1.2 Basis for the Quantified Opinion : 

 

(a) In terms of Section 43 in the Standard 07 of Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting 

Standards, although plant and equipment must be revalued by a valuer who possesses 

the relevant professional qualifications, such plant and equipment had been revalued 

by a Technical Officer of another institution, the Chief Clerk and the Administrative 

Officer.  Further in terms of Section 52 in the Standard, in the event of the carrying 

value of an asset class increases as a result of the revaluation, although the said value 

must be directly credited to the revaluation surplus, the said amount had been stated as 

other reserves. 

 

(b) Instead of stating the value of works amounting to Rs. 2,428,510 paid to the contractor 

for the internal office partitions till end of the year under review as “works in 

progress” in the financial statements, it had been stated as buildings and 

constructions.  Hence, the value of buildings had been stated by the amount in excess.  

Further, the bills of quantity (BOQ) relating to the certification of these works in 

progress were not submitted to the audit.  As well, although value of the contract of 

constructing a wash room amounting to Rs. 868,837 had been stated in the financial 

statements as “works in progress”, the certified work sheets for that had not been 

submitted to the audit. 
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(c) Steps had not been taken to account the cost of Rs. 614,800 borne for the website 

which had been accounted as current assets in 2018 and 2019, as an intangible asset 

event within the year under review. 

 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Sri Lanka Auditing Standards (SLAuSs). My 

responsibilities, under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities 

for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of my report. I believe that the audit 

evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my qualified 

opinion. 

 

1.3 Other information contained in the Annual Report 2021 of the Official Languages 

Commission 

 

Although information I obtained before the date of this audit report had been included in the 

Annual Report 2021 of the Official Languages Commission, the information doesn’t 

contain in the financial statements and my audit report relating to that means ‘other 

information’.  The management is responsible for these ‘other information’. 

 

My opinion relating to the financial statements doesn’t disclose other information and I 

won’t give any assurance or make comment opinion with regard to that. 

 

My responsibility relating to the financial statements is to read the other information 

identified above when it could be obtained and, consider whether the other information are 

quantitatively incompatible with the financial statements or according to the knowledge I 

acquired at the audit or another way. 

 

If I determine that these other information had been quantitatively stated amiss based on the 

other information I obtained before the date of this audit report and the tasks carried out by 

me, I must report the said matter.  I have nothing with regard to this to report by me. 

 

1.4 Responsibilities of management and those charged with governance for the financial 

statements. 

 

Management is responsible for the preparation of financial statements that give a true and 

fair view in accordance with Sri Lanka Public Sector Accounting Standards, and for such 

internal control as management determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial 

statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the 

institution’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related 

to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either 

intends to liquidate the institution or to cease operations, or has not realistic alternative but 

to do so. 

 

Those charged with governance are responsible for overlooking the institution’s financial 

reporting process. 
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As per Section 16(1) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, the institution is required to 

maintain proper books and records of all its income, expenditure, assets and liabilities, to 

enable annual and periodic financial statements to be prepared of the institution. 

 

1.5 Auditor’s responsibility for the audit of financial statements 

  

As a whole the financial statements, my intension is to issue the auditor’s report including my 

opinion with a fair confirmation which is free from quantified misstatements occurred due to 

the frauds and errors. Although the fair assurance is a higher level assurance, it won’t always 

be a confirmation of disclosing of the quantified misstatements when auditing in terms of Sri 

Lank Auditing Standards.  The quantified misstatement could be occurred due to the frauds 

and errors effect singly or collectively and, it is expected that an effect could be occurred to 

the economic decisions taken by the users based on these financial statements. 

 

The audit was conducted by me in terms of Sri Lanka Auditing Standards with professional 

judgment and professional apprehensive.  Further, 

 

 The basis for my opinion is to obtain sufficient and appropriate audit evidences to 

avoid the risks occurred due to the frauds or errors in identifying the risks of 

quantified wrongful statements that could be occurred in the financial statements due 

to the frauds and errors and, planning the appropriate audit procedures suitably to the 

situation when valuating.  The effect of a fraud is more powerful than the effect of 

quantified wrongful statements and, fraud could be occurred due to collusion, forgery, 

avoiding deliberately or avoiding the internal controls. 

 

 Although a knowledge about the internal control of the institution to plan the 

appropriate audit procedures suitably to the situation was obtained, it is not intended 

to declare an opinion about the productivity of the internal control. 

 

 The advisability of the accounting policies used, fairness of the accounting estimates 

and, related disclosures made by the management were evaluated. 

 

 The relevancy of using the basis about the continuance existence of the institution for 

the accounting, based on the audit evidences obtained in relation to whether a 

quantified uncertainty about the continuance existence of the institution due to the 

incidents or circumstances, was decided.  In case I determine that there is a sufficient 

uncertainty, my audit report’s attention should be drawn towards the disclosures made 

in the financial statements with regard to that and, in case said disclosures are 

insufficient, my opinion should be audited.  However, the continuance existence could 

be ended based on the future incidents or circumstances. 

 

 Presentation of the financial statements containing disclosures, structure and content 

were evaluated and, the transaction and incidents based for that were evaluated as 

they had been included to the financial statements fairly and appropriately. 

 

The controlling parties will be made aware of with regard to the significant audit findings, 

key internal weaknesses and other facts identified within my audit. 
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2. Report on other legal & regulatory requirements 

 

2.1 Special provisions in relation to the following requirements contain in the National Audit 

Act No. 19 of 2018. 

 

2.1.1 According to the requirements contained in Section 12(a) of the National Audit Act No. 19 

of 2018, except the effect of the matters described in the part of the basis for the quantified 

opinion in my report, all information and clarifications need for the audit were obtained by 

me and, the proper financial reports had been maintained by the institution, according to my 

investigation. 

 

2.1.2 According to the requirement contained in Section 6(1) (d) (iii) of the National Audit Act 

No. 19 of 2018, the Financial Statements submitted by the institution suit with the previous 

year. 

 

2.1.3 According to the requirement contained in Section 6(i) (d) (iv) of the National Audit Act No. 

19 of 2018, except observations stated in 1.2 (d) for the part of; basis for the quantified 

opinion in my report, the recommendations issued by me in the previous year include in the 

financial statements submitted. 

 

2.2 Based on the measures followed & the evidences obtained and, within the limitations to the 

quantitative facts, nothing were focused on my attention to express the following statements. 

 

2.2.1 According to the requirement contained in Section 12(d) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 

2018, there was relationship excluding normal business situation directly or by another way 

relating to any agreement in connection with any member of the institution. 

 

 
Reference to the rules and directives 

 
Observation 

(a) 
Section 13 (3) in the Official Language 

Act No. 18 of 1991 

In terms of the section, although 

Chairman of the Commission is the Chief 

Executive Officer and he is not a member 

of the staff, it was observed that he had 

been engaged in signing cheques. 

 

 

(b) 

Section 5.2.5 in the Public Enterprises 

Circular No. PED/12 dated 02 June 

2003 

Although the annual budget approved by 

the Board of Directors of the 

Commission must be submitted before 15 

days to commence the financial year, 

steps had not been taken for such matter. 

(c) 

Financial Regulations of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka 
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2.2.2 According to the requirement contained in Section 12(f) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 

2018, except the following it is acted non-compliance with any related written law or, non-

compliance to the general or special directions issued by the institution’s management. 

 

 

2.5  Other Matters 

 

(a) Although Commission had been entered into an agreement on 01 November 2021 to rent-in 

the building and, before to that with Sahara Construction (Pvt) Ltd. for office partitioning 

amounting to Rs. 3,469,301 (without VAT), Rs. 1,697,737 out of above had been paid and 

Board approval for above had not been obtained. 

 

(b) Commission had been entered into an agreement without Board approval to construct a 

washroom at the cost of Rs. 1,251,126 adjoining to the Chairman’s office before to enter 

into a legal agreement with the landlord and it was observed at the audit that recovery of 

that money is questionable because no agreement with the Municipality describing the 

method of recover had been signed. 

 

(c) Commission had been spent Rs. 2,687,043 for office partitions, electrical system, floor 

carpeting, air-conditioning and intercom system when it was established in the building 

where National Co-existence, Dialog and Official Languages is established in year 2017.  

Thus, it was observed at the audit that Rs. 4,720,427 which is not recoverable had been 

borne after 4 years to establish again the Commission at another place. 

 

 

 

 

W.P. Wickramarathna 

Auditor General 

 Financial Regulation 396 (d) 

Steps relating 18 cheques amounting to 

Rs. 113,800 issued up to 31 December 

2021 had not been taken in terms of the 

regulation. 


