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Foreword 
 

The position of President was introduced by the Constitution of Sri Lanka 1972 promulgated and implemented in that 
year. Article 19 in the Chapter VII of the Constitution stipulates that “There shall be a President of the Republic of Sri 
Lanka who is the Head of the State”. The unprecedented position of President thus came into existence anew. 
 

In terms of the Article 25 of the Constitution, the President is nominated by the Prime Minister. Thus the 
President was only a nominal head. The term of office of the President was four years. Under the provisions of this 
Article, the then Prime Minister Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike appointed Mr. William Gopallawa as the first 
nominal President of the country. After the President Mr. William Gopallawa stepped down in the year 1978, Mr. 
J.R.Jayawardene who was holding the position of Prime Minister swore in as President in terms of the Second 
Amendment to the 1972 Constitution of Sri Lanka. 
 

The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka was introduced in the year 1978, by which 
the Executive Presidential system was bought in for the first time in Sri Lanka. According to Article 30(1)."There shall 
be a President of the Republic of Sri Lanka, who is the Head of the State, the Head of the Executive and of the 
Government and the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces". According to Article 30(2) the President of the 
Republic shall be elected by the people and shall hold office for a term of six years. Under these provisions, the 
procedure to elect the President was elaborated and the term of office of the President was laid down as six years. 
Transitional legal provisions were provided in the Article 160 of Chapter XXI of the 1978 Constitution where the 
person holding the office of President immediately before the commencement of the Constitution to be deemed to have 
been elected as President of the Republic. Mr. J.R.Jayawardene who was holding the position of President swore in as 
President on February 04, 1978.  
 

Laws required to elect a President in order to fulfill the needs of the statement that the “President shall be elected 
by the People” in the Constitution, were enacted by promulgating the Presidential Elections Act No. 15 of 1981. 
 

The first-ever election to elect a President mentioned in the Constitution was conducted on October 20, 1982 
according to the provisions in the Presidential Elections Act. Seven elections had been conducted thereafter by the 
Department of Elections respectively on December 19, 1988, November 09, 1994, December 21, 1999, November 17, 
2005, January 10, 2010 and on January 08, 2015 to elect the President.  
 

Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution of the Republic of Sri Lanka provided for the establishment of an 
Election Commission and to transfer the role of the Department of Elections to the Commission. However, neither the 
provisions specified in the Seventeenth Amendment nor the provisions in the Eighteenth Amendment passed thereafter, 
were implemented. 

 
Nevertheless, the Election Commission was established under the Article 103 of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka according to the Nineteenth Amendment brought in the year 2015. On 
November 13, 2015, President appointed the Chairman and members as recommended by the Constitutional Council 
and the Election Commission came into operation on November 17, 2015, after the members assuming duties. The 
Commission consisted of three members including the Chairman. The term of office of the Commission was five years. 
In terms of the Article 103(2) of the Constitution the object of the Commission is to conduct free and fair elections and 
Referenda, With the appointment of the Commission all statutory functions and powers of the Department of Elections 
were transferred to the Election Commission.  With this transfer of powers, the whole staff of the Commission 
inclusive of the Commissioner General carried out the conduct of elections under the directives, instructions and 
guidelines of the Election Commission.  

 

This report is on the Presidential Election 2019 conducted by the Election Commission. The report consists of all 
information, related matters, schedules and results sheets pertaining to the election. Conducting a national level election 
is a massive task. The objective of the Commission was to shoulder the responsibility of lawfully and impartially 
conducting a free, fair and credible election in a transparent manner, acceptable to the judiciary and the public.  
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After conducting an election, it is the duty and responsibility of the Election Commission to study all related 
matters, information, schedules, election results, other data and statistics and present a report on the election to the 
public. The intention of the Commission after the conduct of the Presidential Election 2019, was to present a 
comprehensive report which could be easily used by the public inclusive of the stakeholders of the Election 
Commission such as the political parties, candidates, electors, citizens and observer organizations. This work is 
immensely useful to those who are looking for information on elections, for researchers on the electoral processes, to 
the students engaged in academic exercises and to the scholars. Therefore, action was taken to prepare an extensive 
report including all statutory matters, electoral processes, regulations, directives, guidelines, Codes of Ethics, election 
results and also electoral dispute resolution data. 

 
Organizing and conducting all activities related to the election was the duty and function of the Election 

Commission and the whole staff of the Commission including the Commissioner General, but it is more appropriate to 
state that it was a result of a collective effort of the whole public service. It is the sum total of the dedication, seamless 
commitment, sense of duty and responsibility holden by the whole Public Service including the Police and Three 
Armed Forces connected with the organizing and implementing all the activities related to the conduct of the election. 
The Commission thanks all those co-operated in the whole process, Mr. Saman Sri Rathnayake, Commissioner General 
of Elections of the Commission, who supervised it and the staff of all divisions and the staff of District Elections 
Offices including the District Returning Officers, who assisted throughout and the Secretary of the Election 
Commission Mr. H.M.T.D.Herath who prepared this report. 
 
 

  
      
 Nimal G. Punchihewa, 
 Attorney at Law,  
 Chairman, 

 Election Commission. 
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Parliamentary Elections Act No 1 of 1981 
Referendum Act No 2 of 1981 
Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Provincial Councils Elections Act No 2 of 1988 
Local Authorities Elections Order-in-Council (Cap 
262) (Amendment) 
 
It was the responsibility of the Department of 

Elections to conduct elections at stipulated time periods. 
It was the general practice to publish a report after each 
election. Accordingly, the then Commissioners of 
Elections had duly published the reports of Presidential 
Elections, Parliamentary Elections, Provincial Councils 
Elections, Local Authorities Elections and the report of 
the only Referendums held in the year 1982. There had 
been some instances where interim reports were 
published or reports were included as parts of Annual 
Reports prepared by the Department when a separate 
report for any particular election was not prepared. 

 
After establishing the Election Commission in 

November 2015, the conduct of free and fair elections 
and Referenda was vested with the Election Commission 
in terms of the Article 103 (2) of the Constitution.  

 
 1.1   Legal Provisions related to the Election of the 

President 
  The legal sources related to the conduct of the 

Presidential Election are the Constitution of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and 
the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981. 

 
1.1.1  Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka 
  The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka promulgated in the year 
1978 had undergone nineteen Amendments upto 
the year 2019 and legal provisions related to the 
Presidential Elections have to be examined 
subject to the provisions in all those amendments. 
Article 3 of the Constitution states that 
sovereignty is in the People and it includes the 
administrative powers, fundermental rights and 
the franchise. Article 4 describes how the 
sovereignty of the People is exercised and 

Introduction 
 
The Executive President of Sri Lanka as well as 

peoples' representatives to the Legislature, Provincial 
Councils, and the Local Authorities are being elected 
through elections conducted for the respective 
representative bodies. Parliament has promulgated 
separate elections Acts for these representative 
institutions. On top of all these, there is the principal law 
of the Country known as the Constitution of Sri Lanka. 

 
Constitution is the basic law of the Country. This 

basic law had been fashioned before Independence by 
the British Royalty through Orders-in-Council. The 
basic law introduced by the Donoughmore Constitution 
and then by the Soulbury Constitution was operative in 
Sri Lanka even after Independence. It was only in the 
year 1972, a home-made Constitution was promulgated, 
for the first time, in Sri Lanka. This Constitution was 
named as the "Constitution of Sri Lanka". The 
government formed according to this Constitution 
consisted of a nominal President, a cabinet headed by 
the Prime Minister and a National State Assembly 
comprising of peoples representatives. With the 
introduction of the Constitution of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 1978, the Constitution 
operative from 1972 to 1978 ceased to exist. The 1978 
Constitution made the nominal President, an Executive 
President. The Legislature with people's representatives 
became the Parliament.  

 
In addition, another institution of people's 

representatives called the Provincial Councils was 
introduced by the Thirteenth Amendment to the 1978 
Constitution and new laws were formed to elect 
representatives to those Provincial Councils.  

 
Basic requirements to conduct elections to elect the 

President, and representatives to Parliament, Provincial 
Councils and Local Authorities were provided by the 
Constitution and the laws required to hold elections to 
these institutions were promulgated by the Legislature 
through special Acts of Parliament. The Constitution has 
also introduced the methodology to conduct Referenda. 
Following are the Acts. 

 

Chapter One 
 

Introduction and Legal Provisions related to the Election of the President 
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enjoyed. Article 4(b) mentions that the executive 
power of the people including the defence of Sri 
Lanka is exercised by the President elected by the 
People. Article 4(e) says that franchise is 
exercisable at the election of the President by 
every citizen who is qualified to be an elector and 
has his/her name entered in the register of 
electors.  

 
  Articles 30 to 41 in the Chapter VII provide for 

the election of the President, term of office, 
vacation of office by President, validity of an 
election to elect a President and election of the 
succeeding President. 

 
  Articles 88 to 102 in the Chapter XIV, stipulate 

the right to be an elector, disqualifications for 
election as President and the election of the 
President. Chapter XIV describes about the 
establishment of the Election Commission which 
has the authority to conduct elections, its powers, 
duties and functions. 

 
1.1.2  Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
  Legal provisions to elect the President introduced 

by the 1978 Republic Constitution, are described 
in the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981. 
The Act is described as "An Act to provide for 
election of the President of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka by the People and 
for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto." New provisions were included to this 
Act by the following Amendments.  

 

 Presidential Elections (Amendment) Act No 16 
of 1988 

 Elections (Special Provisions) Act No 35 of 
1988 

 Elections (Special Provisions) Act No 14 of 
2004 

 Elections (Special Provisions) Act No 28 of 
2011 

 Presidential Elections Act amended by above 
Amendments comprises of 7 parts as follows. 
 Part I    Preliminary 
 Part II   Nominations 
 Part III The Poll 
 Part IV Count 
 Part V   Offences, Corrupt Practices, Illegal 

Practices and Excuse for Corrupt or Illegal 
Practices 

 Part VI   Election Petitions 
 Part VII General 

  Relevant forms and requisites in the 
implementation of the above provisions are given 
in five schedules. 

 

 1.2  Presidential Elections conducted under the 
Presidential Election Act by the Department of 
Elections from 1982 to 2015  

 

  The first election to elect a President was 
conducted on October 20, 1982 under the 
provisions in the Constitution of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the 
Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981. 
Thereafter the Department of Elections conducted 
six (6) Presidential Elections respectively on 
December 19, 1988, November 09, 1994, 
December 21, 1999, November 17, 2005, January 
10, 2010 and on January 08, 2015. The following 
Presidents were elected by the electors at these 
elections.  

Source – National Elections Division, Election 
Commission 

 
The first Presidential Election was conducted on 

November 16, 2019 by the Election Commission 
established on November 13, 2015 consequent to the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. The notice 
under the Article 2 of Presidential Elections Act No 15 
of 1981 read with Article 31(3) of the Constitution was 
published on 18.09.2019. According to this notice. 
nominations were accepted on 17.10.2019 where 35 
nominations were received. Total number of valid votes 
cast was 13,252,499 at the election held on 16.11.2019 
and Hon Gotabhaya Rajapakse polled 6,924,255 votes 
(52.25%) and was elected President.  

Date of 
Presidential 

Election 

The successful 
candidate 

Votes 
obtained 

Percenta
ge of the 

votes 
obtained 

20.10.1982 Hon. J.R.Jayawardene 3,450,811 52.91% 

19.12.1988 Hon. Ranasinghe 
Premadasa 2,569,199 50.43% 

09.11.1994 Hon. Chandrika 
Bandaranaike 4,709,205 62.28% 

21.12.1999 Hon. Chandrika 
Bandaranaike 4,312,157 51.12% 

17.11.2005 Hon. Mahinda 
Rajapaksha 4,887,152 50.29% 

10.01.2010 Hon. Mahinda 
Rajapaksha 6,015,934 57.88% 

08.01.2015 Hon. Maithripala 
Sirisena 6,217,162 51.28% 
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 02.  Nominations 
  After publishing the notice of any election, 

receiving nominations for the election is the 
foremost initial function. Nominations for 
Presidential Election were handed over to the 
Commissioner of Elections when the Department 
of Elections was in existence and after establishing 
the Election Commission, nominations were 
handed over to the Commission. The date, time 
and venue are notified by a gazette notice. 

 
 2.1  The Order published under the Section 2 of the 

Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981   
  The notice under Section 2 of the Presidential 

Elections Act No 15 of 1981 read with Article 31
(3) of the Constitution, that the poll for the election 
of the President would be taken not less than one 
month and not more than two months before the 
expiration of the term of office of the President in 
office, was published in the Extraordinary gazette 
No 2141/25 of 18.09.2019. In the same notice the 
date, time and venue of receiving nominations was 
mentioned as 07.10.2019 between 9.00 am to 
11.00 am, at the Elections Secretariat, Sarana 
Mawatha, Rajagiriya and 16.12.2019 as the date on 
which the poll would be taken. The gazette 
notification appears as Annexure 01 of this report. 
Details were given in the media release issued on 
18.09.2019. 

 
 2.2  Appointment of Returning Officers to each 

District  
  The responsibility of implementing the electoral 

process in the districts under the instructions, 
guidance and directions of the Election 
Commission is vested upon the Returning Officers. 
The Returning Officers therefore, have to be 
appointed to each electoral district to act according 
to the Article 104 F(1), 104 F(2) and Section 07 of 
the Presidential Elections Act. These appointments 
are made by name or by the office held. By the 
Extraordinary gazette No 2141/26 of 18.09.2019 
(Annexure 02), 22 Returning Officers were 
appointed for 22 electoral districts. District 
Secretariats/Government Agents of Administrative 
Districts, other than Jaffna and Vanni Electoral 

districts were appointed as District Returning 
Officers by the Election Commission. District 
Secretary/ Government Agent of Jaffna was 
appointed as District Returning Officer for the 
Jaffna Electoral District which comprised two 
administrative districts i.e Jaffna and Killinochci, 
and Vavuniya District Secretary/ Government 
Agent was appointed as District Returning Officer 
for Vanni Electoral District which comprised three 
administrative districts i.e Vavuniya, Mannar and 
Mullaitivu. Ampara District Secretary/ 
Government Agent was appointed as the District 
Returning Officer for Digamadulla Electoral 
District. 

 
2.2.1  Appointment of Assistant Returning Officers 

for Electoral districts 
  At every election, Assistant Returning Officers are 

appointed to assist the District Returning Officers 
and to perform the duties. Deputy Commissioners 
of Elections and Assistant Commissioners of 
Elections of each administrative district were 
appointed by their offices held, as Assistant 
Returning Officers of those electoral districts 
under Section 7(1) of the Presidential Elections 
Act 1981 and published in the gazette No 2141/27 
of 18.09.2019 (Annexure 03). 

 
2.2.2  Appointment of Assistant Returning Officers 

for the whole Island 
  At the inception, the District Deputy/ Assistant 

Election Commissioners appointed as Assistant 
Returning Officers for those districts, identify the 
officers serving various government institutions 
who are qualified to the appointed as Assistant 
Returning Officers, for the initial start up activities 
of the election. Thereafter the Election 
Commission gazetted the staff officers by name 
and by office as Assistant Returning Officers who 
could be engaged in the functions that cover the 
whole Island. These officers were assigned to the 
districts as the need arose especially on the day of 
poll, in the issue of documents connected with the 
electoral procedure, receipt of documents, 
supervision of zones, count, complaints, co-
ordination functions etc. Out of these Assistant 

 

Chapter Two 
 

Nominations 
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Returning Officers, those who had long experience 
in elections were attached to the Elections 
Secretariat who were engaged in special duties 
while keeping close contacts with the Election 
Commission. 

 
 2.3  Recognized Political Parties 
  Political Parties recognized under the 

Parliamentary Elections Act No 1 of 1981 were 
recognized as political parties under the 
Presidential Elections Act, as well. At the time the 
Order under Section 2 of the Presidential Elections 
Act was published on 18.09.2019, the number of 
recognized political parties under Section 7 of the 
Parliamentary Elections Act, was Seventy (70). 
The gazette No 2108/41 of 31.01.2019 which 
published the list of recognized political parties 
appears in the Annexure 04. 

 
 2.4  Qualifications to be a Candidate to contest the 

Presidential Election  
  Article 92 of the Constitution of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka as amended by the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
indicates the qualifications to be elected as the 
President. Accordingly, every person who is 
qualified to be an elector is qualified to be elected 
to the office of President unless he is subject to the 
following disqualifications; 

 
 (a) he has not attained the age of thirty-five years 
 (b) he is not qualified to be elected as a Member of 

Parliament under sub-paragraph (d), (e), (f) or (g) 
paragraph (c) of Article 91 

 (c) he has been twice elected to the office of President 
by the people 

 (d) he has been removed from the office of President 
under the provisions of sub-paragraph (e) of 
paragraph (2) of Article 38 

 (e) he is also a citizen of another country 
 
 2.5  Deposits 
  The law regarding the deposits by candidates is 

given in Section 8 of the Presidential Elections 
Act. Candidates who intend to submit nominations 
on 07.10.2019, the nomination day, to contest the 
election, had to make deposits before 12.00 noon 
of 06.10.2009. On behalf of a candidate of a 
recognized political party, Rs. 50,000/- had to be 
deposited and on behalf  other candidates, Rs. 

75,000/- had to be deposited. It was informed that 
the deposits would be received by the Chief 
Financial Officer of the Commission on behalf of 
the Election Commission. Except for the 
candidates nominated by recognized political 
parties, it is a legal requirement that other 
candidates should submit a certificate under the 
hand of Secretary General of Parliament, to prove 
that he/ she is or had been a member of the 
Legislature. The notice under Section 8(1)(b)(1) 
was published in the Extraordinary gazette No 
2141/92 of 22.09.2019. It is attached as Annexure 
05 to this report. The media release No 01 of the 
Election Commission was made on 18.09.2019 in 
this regard. A total of 41 candidates i.e 19 
candidates from recognized political parties, 3 
candidates from other political parties and 19 other 
candidates, made deposits on 06.10.2019 to contest 
the election scheduled for 16.11.2019. List of those 
who made deposits is given in the Annexure 06. 

 
 A receipt was issued as proof to each deposit as 

directed in the Act and the following 
documents were issued to every candidate after 
receiving the deposit.  

 The receipt mentioned in the Section 8 of the 
Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 

 The Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
 Six sets of nomination papers in Sinhala, Tamil 

and English languages  
 Form to declare Assets and liabilities of 

candidates 
 Instructions on entering the nomination center 
 Entry permits and vehicle permits to the 

nomination center 
 Declaration that the candidate is not subject to 

any disqualification 
 

 2.6  Receiving of Nominations  
  Receiving of nominations is the most important 

event in the electoral process. Nominations for this 
election were accepted by the Chairman of the 
Commission, Mr. Mahinda Deshapriya, Member 
Mr. N.J.Abeysekara and Member Prof. 
S.R.H.Hoole. Examining the nominations and 
other related activities were carried out by the 
Commissioner General of Elections, Secretary to 
the Commission, Additional Election 
Commissioners and other staff appointed for the 
purpose. 
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   Election Commission took all necessary steps 
under Sections 12, 13 and 14 of the Act to carry 
out the nomination procedure methodically. A 
discussion was conducted to educate the 
secretaries of political parties and candidates about 
the nomination procedure. The staff of the Election 
Commission made all arrangements with the 
assistance of Sri Lanka Police to ensure the 
security of candidates and others who are coming 
to hand over nominations, the transport 
arrangement, and providing facilities for 
nomination activities. The candidate, the person 
who signed the nomination and one other person 
were allowed to come to the place where 
nominations were accepted according to the 
provisions in the Presidential Elections Act. 
Numerous difficulties had to be encountered in 
providing facilities to all those who were present in 
the hall where nominations were accepted, because 
the number of candidates was very large. 

 
  Forty-one (41) persons made deposits for 

candidature during the stipulated time, but it was 
significant that not all those who made deposits, 
submitted nominations. Following six persons 
made deposits to receive candidature but did not 
hand over nominations. 

 
 Mr. Basheer Segu Dawood, No 8, Eravur 2, 

Eravur 
 Mr. Jayantha Liyanage, 14/5A Dharmapala 

Mawatha, Pollatthapitiya, Kurunegala 
 Mr. Shantha Kumara Ananda Welgama, 

Daniston Watta, Horawala, Welipenna 
 Mr. Chamal Jayantha Rajapakshe, Medamulana, 

Weeraketiya 
 Mr. Gunapala Tissakuttiarachchi, No. 90, Jaya 

Road, Udahamulla, Nugegoda 
 Mr. Ganearachchige Mahipala Herath, No. 76, 

Gangoda Road, Kegalle 
 
  Only 35 persons handed over nominations as 

candidates. Eighteen (18) candidates out of them 
were from recognized political parties, 2 
candidates from other political parties and 15 other 
candidates. After accepting the nominations the 
Election Commission had to scrutinize the 
nominations and declare whether they are accepted 
or rejected. 

 

 2.7  Objections to Nominations 
  In terms of the Section 14 of the Presidential 

Elections Act, a time period from 9.00 am to 11.30 
am on 07.10.2019 was granted to make objections 
on the nominations. According to the Section 13 
(2) of the Act a photocopy of each nomination 
paper had to be exhibited to enable making 
objections. Accordingly, copies of all nomination 
papers were displayed outside the nomination hall. 
Section 14(1) of the Act provides for any opponent 
candidate or the person who signed the nomination 
of the opponent candidate to raise objections. 
During the time given two opponent candidates 
made objections. The objections were as follows. 

 2.8  Decisions on the Nominations 
  Forty-one (41) candidates made deposits at this 

election, but there were only 35 nominations. Six 
(6) persons who made deposits did not hand over 
nominations. Section 15 of the Act provides for the 
Election Commission to reject nominations which 
had not fulfilled the requirements stipulated in the 
Act. The Commission was satisfied that all 35 
nominations had been duly submitted by qualified 
persons according to the provisions in the Act and 
therefore it was decided to accept all of them. The 
decisions of the Commission with reasons were 
declared at the auditorium of the Elections 
Secretariat in front of the candidates who handed 
over nominations on 07.10.2019. 

 
 2.9  Arranging the order of Candidates according to 

the Nominations 
  The names of candidates to be printed in the ballot 

paper are arranged according to the Sinhala 
alphabetical order. Candidates have the liberty to 
use the name in the ballot paper as written in the 
nomination paper or they can opt for any 
alternative way of appearing the names according 
to their liking. This was inquired from the 
candidates. According to the response of the 

Serial 
No. 

Person who 
raised 

Objection 

Against 
whom the 
Objection 
was raised 

Reason for 
Objection 

Decision 
about the 
Objection 

01. Mr. Sarath 
Manamendra 

Mr. M.K. 
Sivajilingam 

Violation of 
a provision 

in the 
Constitution 

Rejected 

02. 
Rev. 

Battaramulle 
Seelaratane 

Mr. 
M.L.A.M. 
Hisbullah 

Violation of 
a provision 

in the 
Constitution 

Rejected 
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candidates the Election Commission took steps to 
arrange the order of names of candidates in the 
alphabetical order. Thereafter the Commission 
allotted the symbols for candidates, in terms of the 
Section 20. Party symbols were allotted to the 
candidates nominated by recognized political 
parties and symbols to other candidates were 
allotted according to the Section 20 (1)(b) of the 
Act. 

 
  Rev. Aparekke Pungnananda and Mr. M.K. 

Sivajilingam asked for the symbol "Fish" and  
Mr. Anura Kumara Dissanayake and Mr. Samansiri 
Herath asked for the symbol "Compass". Symbols 
for these candidates were allotted after drawing lots. 
Symbols for the four candidates allotted after the 
draw were as follows. 

 

The list of names of candidates prepared according to 
the alphabet was published in the Extraordinary gazette 
No 2144/06 of 07.10.2019 which appears as Annexure 

07 in this report.  
 

2.10  Appointment of Election Agents 
  Section 31 of the Presidential Elections Act 

provides for the appointment of election agents. 
Accordingly, a candidate can appoint one person 
as his/ her election agent. It is also possible for the 
candidate to appoint himself/ herself as his/ her 
election agent. In such cases the candidate and the 
election agent is one and the same person. 
According to the Section 31 (3)(1) of the 
Presidential Elections Act, information about the 
election agent has to be given to the Election 
Commission.  

 
  In terms of Section 32 of the Presidential Elections 

Act, the election agent can appoint an authorized 
agent to each electoral district. The authorized 
agent can appoint a divisional agent to each polling 
division. Information about the authorized agent 
and divisional agent has to be given by the 
candidate to the Returning Officer of the electoral 
district. The list of agents of each candidate is 
given in Annexure 08.   

Name of the Candidate 
Symbol 
requested by 
the Candidate 

Symbol allotted 
after drawing 
Lots 

Rev. Aparekke Pungnananda Fish Dog 

Mr. M.K.Sivajilingam Fish Fish 

Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake Compass Compass 

Mr. Samansiri Herath Compass Cricket bat 
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 03. Preliminary Organizational Activities 

  Presidential Election has to be conducted and 
concluded according to the provisions in the 
Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 during a 
limited period of time, and therefore the Election 
Commission is charged with a heavy 
responsibility of organizing the conduct of the 
election in a speedy manner. The initial step in 
this regard for the Election Commission was to 
convene the District Secretaries/ Government 
Agents as District Returning Officers and Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioners of Elections in the 
District Elections Offices and give instructions on 
the preliminary arrangements. Two rounds of 
discussions were held at the Elections Secretariat 
on 06.08.2019 and 23.08.2019 with the District 
Returning Officers, and Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections of district offices. In 
addition, the preliminary organization and 
problems encountered were discussed through 
video conferencing with the Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections and necessary 
instructions were given then and there. 

 
  The Government Press and the Postal Department 

are prime among the agencies that provide 
essential services to the Election Commission 
from the inception of the conduct of the election 
immediately after publishing the notice about 
holding the election. Heads of the institutions i.e 
Government Printer and Post Master General 
respectively, were invited soon after the notice of 
election was published and explained the services 
expected from them. 

 
  The Government Printer had to print a large 

amount of material including the ballot papers 
and other statutory documents within a specific 
time period and hand them over to the Election 
Commission. Another important function of the 
Government Printer was to publish gazette notices 
starting from the poll notice upto the election 
results and all related information.    

 
  Postal Department provides all necessary 

facilities on priority basis in the exchange of 

election related correspondence between the 
Election Commission and District Returning 
Officers. It plays a big role in postal voting, one 
of the most important aspects in an election. 
Another responsibility of the Postal Department is 
to deliver official poll cards to the electors. Heads 
of those institutions were advised to forward the 
cost estimates at the earliest with regard to these 
services anticipated from them.  

 
  Ceylon Electricity Board, Sri Lanka Telecom and 

National Water Supplies and Drainage Board play 
an exceptional role in providing common utilities 
in the conduct of an election. Services required 
from them were discussed with the 
representatives of the Heads of those institutions 
to ensure a systematic and frugal flow of the 
services. 

 
  Transport facilities required for the election were 

discussed and decisions were taken with the 
officers of the Sri Lanka Transport Board and the 
officials of Private Bus Owners Associations on 
how their services are obtained. At the district 
level, members of vehicle rental companies were 
convened and the support expected from them 
was discussed. 

 
 3.1  The valid Electoral Register  
  As the revision of the register had not been 

completed, the electoral register for the year 2019 
was not finalized on 18.09.2019, the day the 
Order under Section 2 of the Presidential 
Elections Act was published by the Election 
Commission. Section 5 of the Presidential 
Elections Act states that the register of electors to 
be used for the purpose of the Act is the register 
in operation on the date of the publication of the 
Order under Section 2. The Section 6 says that the 
register of electors referred to in Section 5 is 
conclusive evidence for the purpose of 
determining whether a person is entitled to vote 
under this Act. Accordingly, the register in 
operation on that date was the 2018 Electoral 
Register and it was used for the purposes of this 
Presidential Election, and the number of copies of 
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the 2018 Register required for the election was 
printed. The number of qualified electors 
according to the 2018 Register was 15,992,096. 

 
 3.2  Registration of Electors (Special Provisions) 

Act No 27 of 2013 
  Apart from the provisions in the Presidential 

Elections Act, action had to be taken to act 
according to the provisions in the Registration of 
Electors (Special Provisions) Act No 27 of 2013 
as well. The Registration of Electors (Special 
Provisions) Act No 27 of 2013 provides for the 
internally displaced persons and qualified persons 
in their families to cast vote in the electoral 
district where their resident places existed before 
displacement. As per the provisions in the Act, 
those who were registered in the certified 
supplementary register related to the 2018 
electoral register should be granted opportunity to 
apply to cast vote at a different polling station. At 
this election this opportunity was availed of, for 
only two qualified voters.   

 
 3.3  Printing of Ballot Papers 
  Immediately after accepting nominations, a 

specimen ballot paper with the names arranged in 
the alphabetical order and allotted symbols, was 
handed over to the Government Printer. Proofs of 
the ballot paper were examined by the Election 
Commission and the printing of ballot papers 
commenced after the approval of the Commission. 
Printing of the ballot paper for this election was 
easier than printing of ballot papers to a 
Parliamentary Election, as the ballot paper was 
common to all electoral districts. But the staff of 
the Government Press had to make a tremendous 
effort in printing, because it had to be completed 
within a very short time period. Government Press 
was advised to print ballot papers required for 
postal voters first, and then to print the quantities 
required for the districts. The effort made by the 
Government Printer and her staff to complete the 
printing work on time, amidst many difficulties is 
highly commendable. 

 
  Immediately after printing the ballot papers they 

were delivered to the District Returning Officers 
under police security, where they were deposited 
in the vaults and were protected with special 
police security until they were handed over to the 
Senior Presiding Officers. Instructions were given 

to bundle ballot papers by the prepoll day 
according to the numbers of ballot papers required 
by the polling stations and according to the 
issuing centers and store them again in the vaults 
under strict police security. 

 
 3.4  Electoral Districts 
  Sri Lanka is divided into 22 electoral districts for 

the purpose of holding elections. These electoral 
districts were demarcated by the Delimitation 
Commission 1978. Recommendations of this 
Delimitation Commission were published by 
Proclamation in the gazette No 1233 of January 
15, 1981 under Article 97 of the Constitution by 
President, where Sri Lanka was divided into 22 
electoral districts. Vanni Electoral District was 
formed amalgamating the administrative districts 
of Mannar, Vavuniya and Mullaitivu and, after 
instituting Kilinochchi as a separate 
administrative district, Jaffna Electoral District 
was formed amalgamating Jaffna and Kilinochchi 
administrative districts. Nineteen (19) other 
administrative districts were named as electoral 
districts after their administrative names while 
naming the Ampara Administrative District as 
Diagamadulla Electoral District. These 22 
electoral districts were recognized as the electoral 
districts for the election conducted to elect the 
President. 

 
 3.5  Polling Divisions and Polling Districts 
  The 22 electoral districts were further divided into 

polling divisions in terms of the Article 97 of the 
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka 1978 and Section 9 of the 
Registration of Electors Act No 44 of 1980. The 
number of polling divisions was 160. Details of 
polling districts in these polling divisions were 
published in extraordinary gazette notifications 
during the period from 03.02.1981 to 13.02.1981. 
Dividing of polling districts in the polling 
divisions under the directions issued by the 
Election Commission is a responsibility of the 
Registration Officers in the electoral districts. 
Legal provisions to make necessary changes in the 
constitution and numbers of electors in polling 
districts of polling divisions taking the fluctuation 
of numbers of electors in the polling divisions, 
physical matters such as access to polling stations, 
in order to facilitate the electors, are provided in 
the Registration of Electors Act. Although the 
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whole island was considered one electoral district 
at the national level in the election to elect 
President, the divisions of electoral districts, 
polling divisions and polling districts were 
followed in the Presidential Election for the 
convenience of organizing the election activities, 
collecting information and the counting of results. 
The map with 22 electoral districts and polling 
divisions is in  Annexure 09.  

 
 3.6  Polling Stations (Polling Booths) 
  Polling station or the polling booth is the place 

established for the registered electors to cast their 
vote freely without fear. A permanent building or 
a temporary building (shed) is used generally for 
this purpose. These places have to be identified 
within two weeks after nominations and it was 
essential that they had to be repaired if necessary, 
in order to be used for the purpose. In establishing 
polling stations, the number of electors that could 
be catered along with social factors has to be 
taken into consideration while providing mixed 
polling stations (males and females) or stations 
exclusively for females. After dividing the polling 
stations, they are published in the gazette 
according to the polling divisions of each electoral 
district. With regard to this election the list of 
12,845 polling stations were published in the 
gazette No 2144/08 of 07.10.2019. The classified 
list of polling stations at district level is included 
as Annexure 10 to this report. 

  
 (i) Specially the suitability of the building and the 

facilities available were considered before 
establishing a polling station. Following are the 
important factors in this regard. 

 (ii) The number of electors assigned to the polling 
station, to cast vote. 

 (iii) Minimizing the walking distance for the elector. 
 (iv) Locating the polling station at a central place as 

much as possible. 
 (v) Availability of a room with security. 
 (vi) Easy access. 
  (vii) Basic requirements for the poll staff such as 

sanitary facilities, water, electricity etc. 
 (viii) Easy access for disabled voters. 
 (ix) A place with minimum damages from natural 

disasters.  
 

 3.7  Supply of Ballot Boxes  
  Traditionally the wooden ballot boxes supplied by 

the Government Factory were used in the polling 
stations to deposit the marked ballot papers at an 
election. There had been instances where fibre 
boxes and aluminium boxes were used along with 
wooden boxes. Larger ballot boxes were used to 
deposit postal ballot papers which were bigger 
than the boxes used at ordinary polling centers. 
More than one ballot box had to be supplied to 
polling stations at this election because the ballot 
paper was unusually long due to the increased 
number of registered political parties, increase in 
the number of candidates and the presence of a 
large number of independent candidates, and 
therefore the number of ballot papers that could 
be inserted into one ballot box was reduced. This 
created a problematic situation in managing the 
polling centers. 

 
  Thirty-five candidates submitted nominations in 

this Presidential Election and all nominations 
were accepted and therefore the ballot paper was 
24 inches long. Due to this length of the ballot 
paper, it was a challenging task to supply the 
necessary number of ballot boxes required at a 
polling station to deposit the ballot papers. After a 
study it was observed that only 350-400 ballot 
papers could be inserted into one wooden ballot 
box. Election officials informed the Election 
Commission that more than one ballot box was 
required for one polling station. Wooden ballot 
boxes were too heavy and difficult to handle, and 
it was clear that the Senior Presiding Officers and 
the poll staff in the polling station would face 
many difficulties. It was also impossible to get 
additional wooden ballot boxes immediately and 
therefore an alternative arrangement was crucial 
and urgent. 

 
  Turning out plastic ballot boxes was discussed 

with leading plastic manufacturers in the country 
but it was not possible to setup the grounds to 
meet the need of the Election Commission 
immediately. It was not possible to get plastic 
ballot boxes from foreign suppliers as the cost 
was prohibitive. In this backdrop it transpired that 
turning out cardboard ballot boxes was profitable 
and suitable in view of the urgent need of the day. 

 
3 - CM 034518 
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  After discussing the proposals received in this 
regard it was decided to use three sizes of boxes 
turned out of special cardboards. There were 
proposals to import such cardboard boxes but the 
Additional Commissioner of Elections in charge 
of National Elections in the Election Commission 
and his staff, presented the samples to local 
suppliers with necessary instructions, encouraged 
them and got the boxes turned out locally. This 
enabled the Commission to meet the need for 
ballot boxes with low-weight and low-cost. 

 
  Thus the required number of ballot boxes of 3 

sizes i.e. small (14"x14"x24"), medium 
(18"x15.5"x25") and large (21"x18.5"x27") with 
low weights i.e small boxes- 1.55kg, medium 
boxes - 2.05kg, and large boxes - 2.65kg, 
according to the approved specifications were 
produced by local manufactures in a short time 
period.  

 
  The cost of wooden ballot box manufactured by 

the Government Factory costs more than Rs. 
15,000.00. The price of plastic ballot box 
imported in the year 2014 was around                 
Rs. 10,450.00. The cost of small cardboard ballot 
box was Rs.800.00, medium box was Rs.950.00 
and the large box was Rs.1050.00, without Value 
Added Tax. The Senior Presiding Officers who 
used them highly appreciated the product as they 
were light, easy to transport, easy to handle and at 
a reduced cost. In addition, the wooden boxes and 
fibre boxes were also put into use. 

 
 3.8  Security Arrangements 
  In terms of the Article 104C, it is the duty of the 

Inspector General of Police to provide facilities 
and a number of police personnel as required by 
the Election Commission from the date of the 
publication of the notice on election till the end of 
a week after declaration of results. Article 104D 
provides for the Commission to make 
recommendations to the President regarding the 
deployment of the Armed Forces for the 
prevention or control of any actions or incidents 
which may be prejudicial to the holding of a free 
and fair election. Several rounds of discussions 
were held with the Inspector General of Police, 
senior police officers including the Senior Deputy 
Inspector General in charge of Elections at the 

Elections Secretariat. According to the 
agreements arrived at, at the discussions, District 
Returning Officers and Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections in the districts 
conducted discussions with senior police officers 
in the districts and OICs of police stations and 
made security arrangements at the district level. 
Officers of the Legal, Investigation and Election 
Dispute Resolution Unit of the Commission also 
participated at the discussions held in the districts 
to review the situation in the districts, security 
arrangements and the enforcement of the election 
law. In the implementation of the security 
arrangements, the support of the Ministry of 
Defence was also obtained. 

 
  Inspector General of Police took steps to provide 

sufficient police security to the Elections 
Secretariat, offices of the District Returning 
Officers and District Election Offices. In order to 
satisfy the security needs and the enforcement of 
the law, Sri Lanka Police established elections 
units in all police stations and in order to enforce 
the law they maintained direct links with the 
Election Commission and the District Elections 
Offices. As the objective of the Election 
Commission, political parties, candidates, 
observer organizations and civil organizations 
was to create a conducive environment to hold a 
free and fair election, the secretaries of political 
parties, leaders of independent groups, Inspector 
General of Police and senior officers of the Police 
Department were invited to the discussions held 
in the Election Secretariat. 

 
  Sri Lanka Police played a major role in enforcing 

the election law and assuring same and in 
maintaining law and order during the election 
period under the directions of the Election 
Commission. There were 30 officers attached to 
the election unit under the Senior Deputy 
Inspector General (Elections) of the Police Head 
Quarters as directed by the Inspector General of 
Police. Under their direct supervision, 15 police 
officers attached to Elections Operations and 
Security Coordinating Center of the Election 
Secretariat, 238 officers in the divisional elections 
operation rooms of the police, and 281 police 
officers attached to 25 District Election 
Complaints Units engaged in supervision, law 
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enforcement, co-ordination and operations during 
the period from the date of the Proclamation of 
the election, upto the declaration of results. In 
addition, nearly 350 officers of the Police and 
Special Task Force were engaged in duties at the 
Elections Secretariat and the surrounding area on 
the nomination day where a special security 
arrangement was implemented. In order to cover 
security requirements, 72,808 officers of the 
Police and Special Task Force were deployed 
during the silent period after propaganda work, on 
the poll day and on the counting day. Details are 
given below. 

  These officers were stationed in special venues 
pre-identified and engaged in mobile patrols. 
Security in the polling stations, and for protected 
material such as statutory documents and ballot 
papers and security of staff and counting centers 
was vested with the Police and they performed 
their duties according to instructions given. One 
major function of the police was to act swiftly 
when violations and violences were reported and 
the police provided security to the site inspections 
carried out in risky places by the officers of the 
District Elections Complaints Units.  

 

Province/ Areas specially identified 
No of officers 
engaged for 

security 
Western Province 15,902 

Southern Province 7,176 

North Central Province 5,243 

Uva Province 4,541 

North Western Province 7,375 

Central Province 8,560 

Sabaragamuwa Province 5,708 

Northern Province 7,134 

Eastern Province 6,840 

Elections Secretariat, Rajagiriya 50 

Special Task Force for the Elections 
Secretariat, Rajagiriya 150 

Special Task Force for the security of 
poll process 4,129 

Total 72,808 
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  4 Staff Requirements 
  All Returning Officers and District Deputy/ 

Assistant Commissioners of Elections were invited 
to the head office and instructions were given to 
them on initial organizational work, to manage the 
Presidential Election, in order to see that the whole 
process starting with nominations and followed by 
postal voting, the poll, count, co-ordination, 
functions of committees and declaration of results is 
successfully completed. Initial organizational 
activities in the districts were separately discussed 
with them and instructions were given. 

 
 4.1  Appointment of Poll Staff 
  A large number of staff was required for the 

Presidential Election as it had to be conducted 
island-wide, based on electoral districts. As required 
by the Election Commission, Secretary to the 
President therefore, advised all Governors, 
Secretaries of Ministries, Chief Secretaries, Heads 
of Departments and Statutory Boards to release 
officers and vehicles and other requisites in order to 
organize the election efficiently and effectively. 
Under the powers vested by Articles 104F (1), (2), 
104G and 104H, the Election Commission issued 
the Circular No EC/ADM/EL/1/ST of 05.08.2019 
under the caption "Collection of information on 
officers of the Public Service for the Presidential 
Election" to all Secretaries to Ministries, Secretary 
of the Public Service Commission, Secretaries of all 
other statutory Commissions, Chief Secretaries of 
all Provincial Councils, Secretaries of all Provincial 
Governors, Secretaries of all Provincial Ministries, 
Secretaries of all Provincial Public Service 
Commissions, all Heads of Departments, all District 
Secretaries and Chairmen and General Managers of 
all Public Corporations and Statutory Boards, 
requesting them to send information about the 
officers. Copies of that circular were sent to the 
Secretary to the President, Secretary to the Prime 
Minister, Secretary to the Cabinet, Governor of the 
Central Bank and to the Auditor General. 

 
  Instructions were given to the District Elections 

Offices to get all staff from within the respective 
districts and to collect data sheets of all State 

institutions and statutory boards at the district level. 
Heads of institutions in the Ministries and 
Departments located in the Colombo Municipality 
area and  Battaramulla area, Sethsiripaya Stages 1 
and 11, Suhurupaya, Sampathpaya, Govijana 
Mandiraya, Isurupaya, Ranmagapaya, Provincial 
Councils Complex, except for the schools in the 
Colombo District, were instructed to send these data 
sheets of the officers eligible to be appointed as 
Assistant Returning Officers and Senior Presiding 
Officers, to the Elections Secretariat and the data 
sheets of all other officers and employees, to the 
Colombo City Elections Office. 

 
  Information on staff requirements in the districts, 

information on the available numbers of staff within 
the district, numbers of staff anticipated from 
adjoining districts and from the Colombo pool were 
collected by the Elections Secretariat. It was 
instructed to make arrangements with the approval 
of the Commissioner General of Elections, to meet 
any shortfall of officers from the adjoining districts 
and from the Colombo staff pool. Staff requirements 
in the districts are given in Table 01. 

 
  Election Commission had to get the services of 

various groups of officers and employees starting 
from casual employees upto senior executive 
officers in the Public Service for various functions 
such as checking of ballot papers, issues and 
receipts of ballot papers, ballot boxes, and statutory 
documents, conduct of the poll, count, coordinating 
offices, tabulation of results, welfare activities, 
transport, public utilities, operational offices, etc,. 
Instructions were given to the Returning Officers 
and Deputy/ Assistant Commissioners of Elections 
on the committees that should be set up for initial 
organizational work, their functions, numbers of 
officers to be included in the committees, and their 
administration.  About 223,983 permanent and 
casual employees were engaged to conduct this 
election. Out of them about 218,623 officers were 
obtained from State institutions and from schools in 
respective districts. About 5,360 officers were 
supplied by the pool of the Elections Secretariat 
according to the needs of each district. Among them 
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 were especially the Assistant Returning Officers and 
Senior Presiding Officers. Table 02 of this report 
gives details. Taking census of these officers, 
selecting and training them were carried out by the 
Elections Secretariat and by district officers at the 
district level. 

 

 4.2  Maintaining of Staff Pools     
  Senior Presiding Officers were informed to report at 

the issuing centers in the morning of the pre-poll 
day to collect material relevant to the poll, the most 
important business of the whole process. Returning 
Officers were informed to maintain a sufficient pool 
of officers in the issuing centers in order to appoint 
in the places of the Senior Presiding Officers who 
fail to report due to poor health or due to any other 
exigency. Action was also taken to maintain pools 
of officers in the District Secretariats and Divisional 
Secretariats to immediately replace other staff in the 
polling stations who fail to report due to any urgent 
or unavoidable circumstances. An officer in the 
Divisional Secretary's office, was in charge of this 
pool and arrangements were made in every 
Divisional Secretary's office to appoint officers 
from the pool when such shortfalls were informed 
by Zone Assistant Returning Officers. Transport 
facilities were provided for those officers to report 
at their relevant polling stations. Returning Officers 
were advised to carry out this arrangement within 
the resources available and the requirements in the 
district.  

 
  Pools of officers were maintained in all counting 

premises to assign officers in place of those who fail 
to report. 

 

 4.3  Transport Facilities 
  A well-organized transport arrangement is 

quintessential for an election. Therefore, the District 
Returning Officers were instructed at the inception, 
to establish a transport committee headed by an 
Assistant Returning Officer in the district. Most 
important in this regard were the transport of 
officers and material to the polling stations on the 
prepoll day and the transport of ballot boxes and 
other secured items with officers back to the 
counting centers, as soon as possible, after the poll. 
In addition, a vigorous transport arrangement was 
essential for the District Returning Officers to 
supervise and co-ordinate all matters pertaining to 
the poll. Steps were taken to provide transport 

facilities to the Police Department to carry out 
mobile patrols in order to provide security for a poll 
free of any interruption. As the Presidential Election 
was a one-day operation island-wide, a massive 
number of vehicles had to be used. 

 

  In view of these vehicle requirements, the Election 
Commission addressed a letter to all Secretaries of 
Ministries, Heads of Departments and Statutory 
Boards on 05.08.2019, requesting them to provide 
information on vehicles belonging to all agencies 
under their charge. Details of vehicles in the 
government offices situated within the Colombo 
City limits were requested  to be sent by heads of 
institutions to the Elections Secretariat, and details 
of vehicles in each district had to be sent to the 
relevant District Returning Officer. Additional 
Secretaries, heads of departments and other senior 
officers appointed for election duties were allowed 
to retain their assigned official vehicles to be used 
for election duties. In addition to the number of 
vehicles obtained from within the districts the 
Election Secretariat provided 1933 vehicles from its 
pool to fulfill the requirements in the districts. 
Details given in the Table 03. 

 

  After calculating the required numbers of vehicles in 
the district it was found that the available numbers of 
government vehicles were not sufficient to meet the 
needs and therefore, buses of the Sri Lanka Transport 
Board and of private bus operators, and other 
vehicles were hired at this election. Hire charges 
were approved by the Election Commission as was 
done at previous elections. Returning Officers, the 
Police Department and the Postal Department were 
allowed to hire vehicles. 

 

  As there were no sufficient numbers of government 
vehicles to perform the duties, Police Department 
and Postal Department were instructed to hire 
vehicles under the approved rates. 

 

  Permission was granted to the Senior Presiding 
Officers in charge of polling stations and Zone 
Assistant Returning Officers supervising several 
polling stations, to use their private vehicles for poll 
duties. However, the Returning Officers was 
informed to authorize Senior Presiding Officers to 
use only the cars, vans or jeeps which could 
accommodate the ballot boxes, protected election 
material, police officer and the assistant in such 
vehicle. 
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  Election Commission instructed the Ceylon 
Petroleum Corporation to stock fuel sufficient to 
provide transport facilities required for the election 
without any shortage. Returning Officers were 
advised to discuss with the Regional Managers of 
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and instruct them to 
maintain sufficient stocks to meet the needs of 
vehicles used at the election.  Returning Officers 
educated the managers of filling stations to reserve 
fuel required for the purposes related to the election. 

 
 4.4  Common Transport Facilities 
  Returning Officers made arrangements to transport 

ballot papers and other material under police security 
on the prepoll day. Other staff of polling stations had 
to use public transport facilities or their own modes 
of conveyance to report at the polling stations before 
2.00pm on the pre-poll day. Officers who travel by 
train were advised to obtain duty railway warrants 
from their service stations. Returning Officers 
provided transport facilities for the other staff who 
were assigned to polling stations where there were 

transport difficulties in Kandy, Nuwara-Eliya, 
Batticaloa and Kegalle districts. The assistance of 
the Sri Lanka Navy was obtained for the staff 
transport to the polling stations situated in the islets. 

 

  Next important aspect in regard to transport was 
providing facilities to the electors. Public transport 
facilities had to be strengthened in view of the 
provisions in the Section 82 of the Presidential 
Election Act where there are legal restrictions to use 
their own vehicles to go to the polling station to cast 
vote. Officers of the Sri Lanka Ceylon Transport 
Board and Provincial Passenger Transport 
Authorities were convened at the Elections 
Secretariat and discussed with them the vehicle 
requirement for election purposes, and the 
importance of providing transport to the electors on 
the poll day to go to polling stations and return 
without difficulty. At the district level, the Returning 
Officers convened the regional officers of relevant 
institutions and arranged the necessary transport 
facilities.    
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 5.  Postal Voting 
  Electors engaged in election duties and other 

employees who provide essential services during an 
election are entitled to cast vote by post in terms of 
Section 23(1) of the Presidential Elections Act No 
15 of 1981. Applications of postal voters should be 
sent to the Returning Officer to reach him within 
ten days after the publication of the Proclamation 
Order of the holding of the election according to 
the Section 23(3) of the Act. Action was taken to 
exhibit the electoral registers and provide facilities 
at the national and district levels to obtain 
information required to make applications for 
postal voting, by educating the postal voters 
through newspaper notices, circulars and media 
releases. 

 
 5.1  Electors entitled to Postal Voting  
 
  Electors entitled to postal voting are mentioned in 

the Section 23(2) of the Presidential Elections Act. 
This facility could be requested by candidates, 
members of the Three Services, Officers in the 
Police Department, Department of Prisons, Sri 
Lanka Government Railway, Department of Post 
and Telecommunication, Staff of the Sri Lanka 
Transport Board, employees in the State Service, 
Local Government Service and Central Bank, who 
would be engaged in election duties. In order to 
send the applications, the applicants need to know 
information on their registration in the electoral 
register. In order to facilitate this, the registers valid 
for the election were displayed in the District 
Elections Offices, District Secretariats, Divisional 
Secretariats, and offices of Grama Niladharis. In 
addition, they were exhibited in the government 
offices where a bulk of officers is stationed, such as 
the Ministry of Public Administration, Ministry of 
Provincial Council and Local Government, Labour 
Secretariat, Ministry of Education, Registrar 
General's Department, Postal Headquarters, 
Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, 
Sethsiripaya Office Complex etc. As the members 
of the Three Services and the Police are scattered 
all over the Island, compact discs were made 
available at the Elections Secretariat for the 

certifying officers. In addition, facilities were also 
provided to obtain information through special 
telephone numbers in the Elections Secretariat and 
from the hotline, and from the number of  1919, the 
State Information Center. 

 
 5.2  Postal Voting Applications    
  It was planned to commence the accepting of postal 

voting applications on September 18, 2019 and 
conclude on September 27, 2019. The Returning 
Officers were informed that the time had to be 
extended till 12.00 midnight of September 30, 2019 
due to the problems of obtaining information in the 
application process, delays of certifying the 
applications and postal delays. However, the 
Returning Officers were instructed to accept all 
applications received till 12.00 midnight of 
04.10.2019 by certifying officers after considering 
the bad weather prevailed at the time in the country, 
the reports of Returning Officers and other 
requests. A broad media publicity was given to this 
arrangement. Dates for applications for postal 
voting were revised in this manner to give 
sufficient time and opportunity to all officers 
intended to be engaged in election duties.  

 
  In view of the fact that the last date for applications 

had to be extended, the postal voting process had to 
be made efficient. It was arranged for the district 
offices to accept the applications addressed to other 
districts as well and the applications for adjacent 
districts were exchanged through special 
messengers on the next day itself. Applications 
addressed to distant districts were brought down by 
an officer of the district office, to the Elections 
Secretariat on 05.10.2019 and they were exchanged 
between the districts at the Secretariat. 

 
 5.3  Rejection of Postal Voter Applications 
   The decision whether the applications were 

accepted or rejected by the Returning Officers was 
informed to the certifying officer with copy to the 
applicant. Postal Voter applications were rejected 
on several grounds. Non-receipt of the application 
at the Returning Officer's office within the time 
allowed, incorrect information about the applicant 
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in the application, incomplete applications, 
applications which were not signed by the 
certifying officer or by the applicant, or late 
arrivals etc, were the major reasons for rejection. 
Numbers of applications received by all Returning 
Officers are given in Table 04. 

 
  The number of postal voter applications received 

was 720,135. Out of them, 61,106 applications 
were rejected. The number accepted was 659,029. 

 
 5.4  Certifying Officers of Postal Voting 
  Election Commission instructed the District 

Elections Offices to appoint certifying officers to 
certify the postal voting applications sent by the 
postal voters in government institutions and to 
send to the Commission the information about the 
certifying officers so appointed. These certifying 
officers certified the postal voting applications. 
Postal ballot papers and other related documents 
were sent to these certifying officers. 
Responsibilities of certifying officers and 
instructions regarding their duties were informed 
to the Returning Officers and to all certifying 
officers through the heads of institutions. 
Returning Officers and Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections in the districts sent 
written instructions to the certifying officers, and 
carried out training sessions, in addition. These 
training classes were conducted in Sinhala and 
Tamil languages. 

 
  Postal voters mark their ballot papers on the 

specified day before the certifying officer with 
total secrecy. It is the responsibility of the 
certifying officer to hand over the insured ballot 
paper packets to the post office or to hand over in 
person to the Returning Officer, after the ballot 
paper is marked by the postal voter. Another 
responsibility is to safely return the unmarked 
insured ballot paper packets to the relevant District 
Returning Officers following the instructions 
given. 

 
5.5 Preparation of the Record and List of Postal 

Voters  
  Information of each elector in the electoral 

register, name of the certifying officer, his 
designation and official address were required 
under the Regulation 4 of the Postal Voters' 
Regulations 1981, in the Second Schedule of the 

Presidential Elections Act, to prepare the Record 
and List of Postal Voters. The Record and List of 
Postal Voters was prepared by entering the 
information given in the applications in the data 
base, in accordance with the valid Electoral 
Register, utilizing the software in the Computer 
Division of the Election Commission. These Lists 
of Postal Voters were prepared as hard copies and 
compact discs (CDs). The candidates were issued 
with only the soft copies (CDs). 

 
 5.6  Issue of Postal Ballot Papers   
  District Returning Officers arranged to issue postal 

ballot papers at government offices and schools 
specially selected, in accordance with the 
Regulation 10(1) of Postal Voters' Regulations of 
the Presidential Elections Act. Notice of the issue 
of postal ballot papers was issued on 10.10.2019. 
The issue of ballot papers and handing them over 
to the postal authorities was carried out in 987 
centers on 18.10.2019. Returning Officers 
informed the candidates and their authorized 
agents about the issue and the number of agents 
that could be appointed to each issuing center. The 
amount of postal ballot papers required to be 
issued to the postal voters, was obtained well in 
advance from the Government Press and safely 
placed in the vault under police security. Returning 
Officers checked the ballot papers before issuing 
them on 18.10.2019 and obtained sufficient police 
security to the issuing centers. Returning Officers 
were advised by the Election Commission that the 
process from the issue of ballot papers to the 
handing over of insured packets to the postal 
authorities should be carried out under police 
security. 

 
 5.7  Marking of Postal Ballot Papers   
  Only a limited number of days was allocated to 

mark the postal ballots at this election as has been 
done in the elections held in the recent past. Dates 
allocated for postal voting were as follows. 

Institution 
Dates given for 

Marking of Postal 
Ballot Papers 

All government offices, Camps of the 
Three Armed Forces, Schools, Public 
Corporations, Statutory Boards 

31.10.2019 and 
01.11.2019 

District Secretariats, District Elections 
Offices, Sri Lanka Police and staff of 
the Election Commission. 

04.11.2019 and 
05.11.2019 

VIP Security Division 04.11.2019 and 
05.11.2019 
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  Insured postal ballot packets which were not 
marked by respective postal voters on the dates 
given above were handed over to the district 
elections offices through the Assistant Returning 
Officers who supervised the marking of postal 
ballot papers or by certifying officers immediately 
after marking. Those who failed to mark the postal 
ballot papers on the given dates, were facilitated to 
mark their votes on 07.11.2019 at the district 
elections offices. Candidates and their agents were 
informed to appoint their agents to observe this 
operation. Postal voters were informed about this 
arrangement through a special media 
announcement and through notices. Inspector 
General of Police was informed to provide 
sufficient security to the certifying officers of 
postal voting and to enforce election laws on the 
dates of marking the postal ballot papers. 

 
 5.8 Supervision of Postal Voting    
  In order to ensure that postal voting was carried 

out in the offices of certifying officers according to 
the instructions issued by the Commission and the 
Returning Officers, an Assistant Returning Officer 
or an experienced officer of a parallel service was 
attached to every certifying officer's office. Offices 
where the number of postal voters was below thirty 
(30), a mobile supervisor was engaged and a static 
supervisor was engaged in the offices when the 
number of voters was above thirty (30). But a 
static officer was engaged to some identified work 
places such as the Sri Lanka Transport Board 
depots, Civil Defense camps, expressway offices, 
health sector offices, statutory boards, local 
authorities and police stations even though the 
number of voters was below thirty (30). Officers 
who supervised these centers were advised to make 
entries in the journals given to the postal ballot 

marking centers by the district elections offices and 
hand over the observations to the District Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioners of Elections after 
completing the duty. 

 
  As was done at the previous elections, the domestic 

election observer organizations i.e. Peoples Action 
for Free and Fair Elections (PAFEREL) and Center 
for Monitoring Elections Violence (CMEV) were 
authorized to engage one observer in each postal 
vote issuing center and marking center to observe 
the issue of ballot papers and marking of postal 
ballot papers. 

 
 5.9  Other Matters    
  At this election to elect the President, 659,029 

postal ballot papers were issued. Several occasions 
were provided to mark ballot papers. But it is 
observed that 5,669 postal voters have not marked 
their ballot papers, due to various reasons. Non-
marking of the postal ballot paper is a waste of 
public money in view of the time, labour and costs 
utilized for one postal vote. Necessary steps need 
to be taken in future elections to totally prevent or 
to minimize such state of affairs. 

 
  Objective of the Election Commission is to 

conduct inclusive elections and therefore it has 
contemplated on providing voting facility to the 
employees of many fields who are denied go to the 
polling stations assigned to them due to 
indispensable or essential nature of the duty they 
are performing. It is necessary to make 
recommendations for necessary legal provisions to 
provide an advance voting day for those who are 
unable to go and cast vote at the polling stations 
due to the essential nature of the vocations they are 
engaged in. 



18 

 6.  Election Propaganda 
  Legal provisions on public meetings, processions, 

printing of propaganda material and distribution, 
display of notices, maintaining election offices 
under certain restrictions during the election period, 
and on how to act on the poll day for the promotion 
of candidates are described in Sections from 68 to 
74 of the Presidential Elections Act. After making 
the Order in regard to the holding of the election the 
Election Commission conducts a discussion with the 
secretaries of all recognized political parties and 
distributes copies of the relevant Act and other 
documents related to the election. After accepting 
nominations, a discussion was held at the 
Commission with the candidates, secretaries of 
political parties and election agents. At this meeting 
it was explained that the authorized agents and 
divisional agents should be knowledgeable about 
the laws and regulations and that they should work 
according to them. 

 
 6.1  Action on Illegal Propaganda  
  The Police Department was expected to take 

immediate action upon receiving a complaint or any 
reportage otherwise about any illegal propaganda 
activity. Political activists, candidates as well as law 
enforcing officers have informed the Election 
Commission, that there are difficulties in practically 
implementing the rules and regulations enacted on 
election propaganda. General tendency is to adapt 
alternative methods of campaigning when saddled 
with practical difficulties. Violations of election 
laws were on the increase during the election period 
when there are alternative campaign methods 
employed which are not covered by legal 
provisions. Display of cutouts and banners in public 
places is prohibited and instances of defying the 
laws were reported. However, it was satisfactory 
that there had been a considerable decrease in illegal 
campaigning at this election when compared with 
the previous elections. 

 
  It is observed that the police which enforce the 

election law were unable to give priority to the 
violation of election laws during the campaign 
because they had to provide security to the people's 

representatives, candidates, and meeting places in 
an election period of about two months, in addition 
to their normal duties. 

 
  The Election Commission discussed with the party 

secretaries and representatives of parties and arrived 
at common agreements about the campaign 
activities and some restrictions were liberalized and 
more opportunity was provided for campaigning, 
but it is unfortunate that the supporters of some 
parties were violating the laws as usual. Illegal 
propaganda work badly affects the conducting of a 
free and fair election. Public, including the observer 
organizations, have pointed out that the campaigns 
carried out by some candidates who could utilize 
their own money or in collaboration with others, 
spend colossal amounts of funds in the campaign to 
promote their candidates and it is unjustified against 
other candidates. Impact of extensive use of 
polythene and plastics in the campaign upon the 
environment, is immense. Steps need to be taken to 
arrest this situation. It is the view of the Election 
Commission that ceilings of campaign expenditure 
should be imposed, there should be restrictions in 
displaying notices, cutouts etc in the campaign, 
providing equal opportunity to all candidates. The 
State should intervene and specify common places 
to display campaign material without 
inconveniencing the public and these kinds of 
measures would ease the situation at least to a 
certain extent. The Commission expects to pay 
attention to these areas in future. 

 
 6.2  Allocation of Venues for Election Campaigning 
  There were many complaints, from candidates and 

organizers of political parties that they encountered 
injustice in reserving venues for their campaign 
activities. This is not conducive to the holding of a 
free and fair election. It is a practice that the ruling 
party and candidates to reserve all public places for 
their campaign prejudicing other candidates. This 
denies the equal opportunity for all candidates. 
Authorities of public places were strictly warned by 
the Commission to give equal opportunity to all 
candidates in their campaign work. 
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  The Election Commission had to inquire whether 
local authorities, officers of government institutions 
and other officers, are reserving meeting halls and 
playgrounds to all candidates on an equal basis. The 
assistance extended by secretaries of parties, 
candidates, election agents and permanent 
representatives in resolving the increase of 
campaign work at this election was immense. 

 
 6.3  Media Guidelines for Electronic and Print Media 
  Electronic and print media play a big role in 

providing information to the public when an 
election is conducted. Candidates of contesting 
political parties and independent groups put forward 
before the public, through media, their policies and 
plans and projects to develop the country when they 
come into power. Mass media are expected to report 
information on campaigns equally and impartially. 
Grave injustice is caused to other parties by being 
partial to parties and when personalized towards 
individuals. Towards a free and fair electoral 
process, it is essential that State media as well as 
private media, act impartially in reporting news 
related to the election. Media institutions and media 
persons are bound to refrain from making false 
statements or baseless statements that promote one 
candidate and prejudice another. All electronic 
media use frequencies owned by the public. 
Therefore, the frequencies or waves are a public 
property.  Institutions which use these frequencies 
do have only a temporary ownership over them. 
Therefore, the Election Commission directed the 
heads of media institutions of various frequencies, 
to introduce suitable methodologies for the 
institutions that hold a temporary ownership of 
frequencies, to refrain from misusing this public 
property. Under the powers vested by the Article 
104B (5)(a) of the Constitution, the Election 
Commission convened a meeting with heads of all 
media institutions, and prepared media guidelines 
with their consent. With the assistance of the 
Human Rights Commission and the Legal 
Draftsman's Department these guidelines were 
published in the Extraordinary gazette No 2141/87 
of 21.09.2019. This appears as Annexure 11 to this 
report. These guidelines are applicable to private 
electronic and print media as well. According to the 
Section 83 of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 
of 1981, news editors are bound to refrain from 
publishing false reports or baseless information that 

cannot be proved. Penalty for such offence is 
described in the Act itself. All heads of media 
institutions were informed, therefore, to follow the 
directives in the Act. The above mentioned gazette 
notice was amended several times in order to 
resolve matters arisen thereafter and they were 
published in the gazettes No 2146/39 of 27.10.2019 
and No 2148/21 of 05.11.2019. These gazettes are 
given in Annexures 12 and 13. 

 
  In addition to issuing media guidelines, heads of 

State and private media institutions, chief 
coordinating officers and occasionally the news 
writers and editors were convened at nine occasions 
and advised on the responsibility of media use for 
the conduct of a free and fair election. After 
considering the complaints regarding the violation 
of media guidelines by electronic media, two rounds 
of discussions were conducted with heads of all 
print media institutions at the Ministry of Media and 
Information with the participation of the Secretary 
of the Ministry and Director General/ Information 
and preventive measures were taken to minimize the 
unsound situation. Intention of the Election 
Commission in holding the discussions was for the 
media institutions to build up a base to create a self-
censorship within the media institutions themselves 
which would not violate the media guidelines 
already published in the gazette. A sound 
environment was created after discussing the 
complaints received about violations of media 
guidelines. 

 
 6.4  Media Responsibility and Guidance 
  Impact of media at an election cannot be 

underestimated. If media guidelines are violated it is 
only the State media that can be punished after 
taking necessary steps by the Election Commission. 
When media guidelines are violated it is immaterial 
whether it is State media or private media because 
the frequencies are a public property. Election 
Commission is therefore of the view that the law is 
common to all media. At the first instance of 
violating the media guidelines the Election 
Commission informs that particular media 
institution, to refrain from violating guidelines and 
warns to follow the guidelines. Election 
Commission is of the view that laws should provide 
for the Election Commission to appoint a 
Competent Authority with powers to warn the State 
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 6.6  Television and Broadcasting Facilities for 
Propaganda 

  In terms of the Section 117 of the Presidential 
Elections Act No 15 of 1981 as amended by 
Presidential Election (Amendment) Act No 16 of 
1988, airtime had to be given to the candidates free 
of charge. In order to get this facility, an application 
had to be made within the period of a week from the 
nomination day. Every candidate who had 
submitted a nomination paper could make use of 
this facility subject to such conditions as may be 
determined by the Chairman of Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation and Chairman of Sri 
Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, for the period from 
the day after the last date fixed for making such 
applications and ending seventy-two- hours prior to 
the commoncent of the poll. 

 
  Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation and Chairman 

of Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation provided the 
facility to 18 candidates contested from recognized 
political parties, 2 candidates from other political 
parties and 15 other candidates, under the Section 
117 of the Presidential Elections Act, to make their 
broadcasts. One broadcast was not less than 15 
minutes and not more than 30 minutes, and not 
more than 3 occasions or maximum period of 90 
minutes.  

 
  Lots had to be drawn according to the provisions of 

the law among the candidates as there was a large 
number of candidates at this election. Heads of Sri 
Lanka Broadcasting Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation requested the Election 
Commission to coordinate the drawing of lots. 
Election Commission coordinated the event and 
caused to draw lots on 10.10.2019 at 2.30 pm at the 
Elections Secretariat after inviting all candidates or 
their agents. In addition to the officers of the 
Election Commission, officers of the Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation and Sri Lanka Rupavahini 
Corporation also participated at this draw. 

 
  Total airtime granted to 35 candidates was 3150 

minutes. During the period of time given, 210 
programmes were broadcast. Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation allowed their studios to 
record the programmes. It was observed that some 
candidates handed over to the Sri Lanka 

or private media that, reporting news related to the 
election and news of political nature and 
broadcasting of programmes and discussions would 
be suspended, and if satisfactory response is not 
received and media guidelines are further violated, 
to suspend all above mentioned broadcasts till the 
conclusion of the election. Intervention of the 
Commission on behalf of the prejudiced candidates 
is minimal if such laws are not promulgated, and it 
will be an obstacle towards conducting a free and 
fair election.    

 
  Chairman of the Election Commission, 

Commissioner General of Election, and other 
officers of the Commission were invited by media 
institutions for discussions. At these meetings they 
educated the public about the media guidelines 
issued by the Election Commission, how media 
institutions should follow them, and ensure a free 
and fair election and about statutory matters and 
laws and regulations related to the conduct of the 
election. In response to the invitations made by 
media institutions to the Commission during the 
silent period, where campaigning was prohibited, 
members and officers of the Commission 
participated in them. Chairman of the Commission 
participated in several interviews in the social media 
and explained about the poll and related matters and 
all those programmes were published in the Face 
Book of the Election Commission. 

 
 6.5  Media Releases and Announcements 
  Statutory matters and most essential announcements 

to the general public were published in 15 notices in 
Lankadeepa, Dinamina, Thinakaran, Daily News, 
Divaina, The Island, Veerakesari, Daily Mirror and 
Uthayan newspapers. Election Commission has 
spent Rs. 3,642,083.25 for these notices. 

 
  In addition to the newspaper notices, 90 media 

releases had been issued regarding the matters 
related to the election. The list of media releases 
appear in Annexure 14. Theses releases were made 
in three languages to all electronic and print media 
institutions. These media releases enabled the media 
institutions to take steps to further educate the 
public. The notices appeared in newspapers were 
published in the official website of the Election 
Commission www.elections.gov.lk. 
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Broadcasting Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation tapes of speeches recorded 
elsewhere, to be broadcast.  Sri Lanka Rupavahini 
Corporation informed that there were technical 
shortcomings in broadcasting of such programmes. 
All candidates therefore, were informed in writing 
or verbally to use Beta Cam Cassettes or XD Cam 
Disk for outdoor recording in order to maintain the 
quality of programmes. 

 

  After discussing with political parties and leaders of 
groups, a Code of Conduct to be followed at these 
broadcasts was given in writing to all political 
parties and leaders of groups. According to this 
Code of Conduct no political party or group should 
speak on behalf of any other candidate, make 
hateful, threatening or deterring speeches, 
prejudicial to any other party. These guidelines were 
clearly read out before the representatives at the 
meeting held on 10.10.2019 to allocate airtime. The 
airtime granted by Sri Lanka Rupavahini 
Corporation to each candidate is given in Annexure 
15. Airtime granted by Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation is given in Annexure 16.       

 

 6.7  Facility provided to Candidates to send Matter 
Post Free  

  According to Section 114 of the Presidential 
Elections Act No 15 of 1981, candidates are 
allowed to send one message post free, to each 
elector between the last day of nominations and the 
day which is the tenth day before the day of the poll 
to be taken. 

  How the message should be handed over to the 
Postal Department and the conditions regarding the 
material were decided by the Post Master General. 
According to the letter sent on 02.10.2019 by Post 
Master General to educate the candidates in this 
regard, the weight of the material should be below 
30 grams, and length and breadth should be 300 mm 
x 100 mm. The post office where the material 
should be handed over in each district were given in 
the Post Master General's letter. This material had to 
be handed over to the post office 10 days before poll 
day. Material handed over after that date was not 
accepted by the post. This message should be 
delivered five days before the poll day. There were 
reports of attempts to misuse this postal facility. 
Post Master General took steps to curb such 
situations following the guidelines of the Election 
Commission. 

 
 6.8  Notified Election Offices 
  Provisions regarding the notified offices to promote 

candidates are given in Section 73 of the 
Presidential Elections Act. There are four categories 
of notified election offices. Persons who are allowed 
to establish the offices, time periods of such offices, 
the area of authority to establish offices, the number 
of offices allowed etc, are specified. The table 
below gives details of notified offices allowed for a 
candidate. 

 

 

Category of office Authority to establish the 
office 

Time period 
allowed 

Area of Authority 
for the office Number of offices 

Notified Central 
Election Office 

Candidate/ Election Agent/ 
Authorized Agent 

From 07.10.2019 
to midnight 
17.11.2019 

Electoral District One office only 

Notified Branch 
Office (i) 

Candidate/ Election Agent/ 
Authorized Agent/ 
Divisional Agent 

From 07.10.2019 
to midnight 
14.11.2019 

Polling Districts One for each 
polling district 

Notified Branch 
Office (ii) 

Candidate/ Election Agent/ 
Authorized Agent/ 
Divisional Agent 

From 15.11.2019 
to midnight 
17.11.2019 

Polling Division One for each 
polling division 

Ordinary place of 
residence as 
notified office 

Candidate/ Authorized 
Agent/ 

From 07.10.2019 
to midnight 
17.11.2019 

Electoral District One office only 
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  Election Commission issued the letter No 
PRE/19/12 of 29.09.2019 with instructions and 
conditions in establishing notified offices and the 
instructions and forms were sent to the election 
agents and authorized agents. 

 
  Under the instructions on establishing notified 

offices a description of areas of authority such as 
electoral districts, polling divisions and polling 
districts was also given. This enabled to minimize 
the shortcomings and misunderstandings on 
establishing notified offices.  

 
  This letter explained how the banners, flags, 

photographs of the candidate should be displayed in 
the notified offices. It was expected that complaints 
on illegal campaign material during the election 
period would decrease. It was prohibited to establish 
notified offices in buildings, lands, official quarters 
or reservations belonging to the State, provincial 
councils, local authorities, public corporations or 
statutory boards, in order to prevent using State 
lands, premises and other common places for 
propaganda work. There were conditions such as the 
proscription on using government quarters, houses 
in government settlements, government housing 

complexes, where candidates are lawfully living, as 
campaign offices and on using lamp posts, roads, 
pavements, boundary walls adjacent to the notified 
offices for campaigns activities. According to the 
instructions mentioned above, it is illegal to use one 
candidate's office to promote or prejudice another 
candidate and legal action would be taken against 
these who violate the law. 

 
  The election agents and authorized agents were 

instructed to advise their local activists to refrain 
from establishing notified offices near local 
authority institutions, Divisional Secretariats, post 
offices and court complexes which are directly 
linked with elections and where people frequently 
visit for their needs, and near government schools, 
to minimize inconvenience to the children and the 
public. 

 
  Inconvenience to the public was minimized by 

stipulating the distance between the notified offices 
and institutions directly connected with the conduct 
of elections. Acting according to these laws and 
conditions in establishing notified offices, 
immensely helped to conduct a free and fair 
election.  
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 7.  Provisions in the Presidential Elections Act 
  There is a large amount of legal provisions that 

have to be followed in an election. Provisions in 
the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka and relevant Elections Acts 
are prime amongst them. In the case of the 
Presidential Election there are several Articles in 
the Constitution and Sections in the Presidential 
Elections Act. General matters related to the 
electoral process also have to be taken into 
consideration while exercising the provisions in 
the Presidential Elections Act. Some important 
areas are dealt with in this chapter. Provisions in 
other Parliamentary Acts also have to be applied in 
the conduct of this election and therefore necessary 
to look at the laws in all relevant Acts. 

 
 7.1  Official Poll Cards 
  According to the Section 24 of the Presidential 

Elections Act, all qualified electors should be sent 
with an official poll card to his/her home address 
with the information such as the name and number 
of the electoral district, name of the elector as 
appearing in the electoral register, registration 
number, polling division, polling district, the 
polling station assigned to the elector, date of poll 
and time. In the official poll cards sent to the postal 
voters and to those who were given alternative 
places to cast vote, it was mentioned by the 
Returning Officer that the elector is a postal voter 
or the voter has been assigned with an alternative 
polling station. The official poll cards were sent by 
post to the electors to reach them at least seven 
days before the poll day. It was announced that if 
any elector had not received the card during the 
prescribed time period he/she could collect it from 
the post office which serves the area, after 
establishing his/her identity. The official poll cards 
for this Presidential Elections, were handed over to 
the relevant post offices on 23.10.2019 in order to 
be delivered to the electors. 

 
  Originally the official poll cards were printed at 

the Government Press, and the relevant 
information was written on them. But now the 
official poll cards could be printed with data easily 

and speedily because all data in the electoral 
register are computerized. The cards were printed 
by an experienced private sector institution 
because the facility was not available with the 
Government Printer. The official poll cards were 
prepared in all three languages and sent to the 
electors. Printed official poll cards were sent to the 
Returning Officers, who arranged to deliver them 
to the electors. The Returning Officers arranged 
the undelivered official poll cards to be delivered 
on some other day or for those electors who had 
not received them were advised  to go to the 
relevant post office and collect them. 

 
 7.2  Establishing the Identity of the Elector 
  Before issuing a ballot paper to an elector at an 

election his identity has to be established with an 
identity document with a photograph. The main 
document to identify an elector in accordance with 
the Elections (Special Provisions) Act No 14 of 
2004 is the National Identity Card. But the 
Election Commission followed the decision of the 
previous Election Commission to accept other 
identity documents at the elections until such time 
the public are provided with the facility of 
obtaining national identity cards without any 
difficulty. Accordingly, the Senior Presiding 
Officers were advised to accept the following 
documents in addition to the National Identity 
Card as valid documents is identifying electors at 
the polling stations. 

 

 Valid passport 
 Valid driving license 
 Pension identity card of retired Public Servants 
 Elders' identity card 
 Identity card issued by the Department for 

Registration of persons to the clergy 
 The confirmation letter issued by the 

Department for Registration of Persons to the 
applicants for National Identity Cards 

 
  By the media release No 34 of 14.10.2019 it was 

announced that any elector who does not possess 
any of the above identity documents could obtain a 
temporary identity card issued by the Election 
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Commission and such identity card is valid to cast 
vote. The Election Commission issued 195,433 
temporary identity cards at this Presidential 
Election. Deputy/ Assistant Commissioners of 
Elections in the districts issued these identity cards 
to the electors. 

 
 7.3  Marking the Elector with Indelible Ink or 

Appropriate Mark 
  Section 36(3) of the Presidential Elections Act 

states that electors who come to polling stations 
with the intention of casting vote should be marked 
with appropriate mark. This is a step taken to 
prevent electors casting vote more than once. The 
practice of marking voters with indelible ink as an 
appropriate mark, started with the 1965 
Parliamentary Election. The upper portion of the 
small finger in the left hand of the voter is marked 
with indelible ink. 

 
  When this system of marking with indelible ink 

was introduced there was no need to produce an 
identity card to prove identity of the elector. 
Today, of course, it is mandatory that the elector 
should prove his/her identity through an identity 
document and it is therefore necessary to re-
consider whether it is necessary to mark the voter 
with indelible ink spending a large amount of funds 
and engaging a large number of officers. Recently 
there had been reports where the voters resisted the 
applying of chemically prepared ink on their 
bodies. There had been instances where political 
activists and voters have raised questions when the 
application of the ink had failed. Marking of 
someone else’s vote deceitfully has been prevented 
by making the idefication of voters compulsory 
through identity documents. The mandatory 
requirement of proving the identity of a voter 
through an identity card has helped in decimating 
impersonation.      

 
  It is time to introduce amendments to the 

provisions in the Section 36 of the Act in order to 
review the system of identifying the voter or look 
for alternative procedures to replace the marking of 
voters with indelible ink. 

 
 7.4  Electors Reported Dead or Electors Reported 

Abroad 
  Names of electors reported dead were marked with 

the letter 'D' and electors reported abroad with 'A' 

in the electoral registers supplied to the Senior 
Presiding Officers in charge of polling stations. 
Names of those electors who had died upto the 
date of 15.10.2019 and who were abroad on 
15.10.2019 were obtained from Grama Niladharis 
and action was taken to mention that they were 
dead or abroad as the case may be on the official 
poll card addressed to the elector. Attempts of 
wrong persons to mark the votes of dead electors 
and of those who were abroad, were thus curbed in 
this election. Senior Presiding Officers were 
instructed to examine persons coming to the 
polling stations to cast vote where those markings 
appear in front of their names in the voters register 
and to obtain declarations under Sections 41 and 
43 of Act before issuing ballot papers if the Senior 
Presiding Officer decides to issue ballot papers to 
such persons. Details of electors reported by 
Grama Niladharis to the district offices as "dead" 
or "abroad" are given in the Annexure 17. 

 
 7.5  Official Mark – Section 35 
  The issuing of ballot papers is described in the 

Section 35 of the Presidential Elections Act. 
Section 35 (c) states that the ballot paper should be 
marked with the official mark before it is issued to 
the elector. This can be done by pressing the 
official mark on the ballot paper and stamping or 
embossing or perforating on it. The official marks 
to perforate ballot papers were sent under security 
by Election Commission to the District Returning 
Officers on a date close to the poll. Official marks 
to be used in the poll were handed over with 
secrecy to the Senior Presiding Officer in a sealed 
cover, so that even the poll staff were unaware of 
what the official seals were, till the poll 
commenced on the poll day. Minutes before the 
commencement of the poll, Senior Presiding 
Officer opens the sealed cover of official marks 
and randomly selects in front of the polling agents, 
observers and the staff of the polling stations and 
hands over one official mark to each queue. After 
the close of the poll the used official marks should 
be handed over to the Assistant Returning Officer 
in the receiving center confidentially along with 
other material. The samples of the official marks 
should be enclosed in the cover provided for the 
purpose and should be handed over to the Chief 
Counting Officer of the counting center through 
the Assistant Returning Officer in the receiving 
center.  Returning Officers should return all the 
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official marks to the Election Commission. 
Intention of this procedure is to maintain 
independence, credibility and secrecy of the poll. 

 
 7.6  Special Transport Facilities for Disabled 

Electors at the Poll 
  Under normal circumstances the voter should go 

by foot to the polling station. But the disabled 
voters are allowed to go to the polling station in a 
vehicle under Section 82 (4) (c) of the Act. Public 
were educated in this regard by the Election 
Commission through newspaper notices and media 
releases. Applications for this facility should be 
sent to the Returning Officer seven days before the 
date of poll with a recommendation of a medical 
officer. Disabled voters who have obtained 
permission from the Returning Officer, can go to 
the polling station by vehicle. It has been observed 
that this facility needs to be made more open and 
simple. 

 
 7.7  Leave for Employees to cast Vote – Section 110 
  Categories that are entitled for postal voting are 

limited. Postal voting facility is provided to the 
members of the Security Forces, Police 
Department, Civil Security Department, and others 
in essential services such as postal, power and 
water supplies, to ensure uninterrupted services 
during the election period. Requests are constantly 
being made by owners and employees of various 
semi government and private business 
establishments which have a great impact over the 
economy of the country, have been asking for the 
opportunity of casting their vote before the date of 

poll or for the postal voting facility in order to get 
the services of employees without interruption to 
the work. Numbers of such employees are 
extensive. But there is no methodology to provide 
such facility. The delay in evolving such 
methodology is due to the lack of necessary legal 
provisions, large costs involved in the postal 
voting procedure and issues encountered in 
organizing the process. Election Commission has 
made proposals to bring in necessary legal 
provisions. However, they are lagging behind due 
to unavoidable circumstances. In the place of 
postal voting, focus has been made to provide 
alternative polling stations on the poll-day itself or 
to provide advance voting facility at least for 
essential groups of employees, but even that 
proposal has not seen the light of the day. 

 
  However, according to the Section 110 of the Act 

it is the duty of the employers to grant sufficient 
leave to enable employees to cast vote at the 
polling station assigned, without loss of pay. 
Minimum period for this is 4 hours. Election 
Commission, Ministry of Labour, Labour 
Department and the Human Rights Commission 
discussed this matter with the employers and leave 
was granted on the basis of the distance the 
employees had to travel to cast vote. Any person 
who violates or ignores these provisions is guilty 
of an offence and on conviction after summary 
trial, are liable for punishment as given in the law. 
The notice issued by the Election Commission in 
regard to the granting of leave to the employees 
appears as Annexure 18.  

4 - CM 034518 
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 8. Activities on the Pre-poll Day 
  The climax of the Presidential Election process 

which commences from the Order made under 
Section 2 of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 
1981, is the date of poll and the declaration of the 
result. All essential activities before the poll day 
were completed by the morning of 15.11.2019. One 
major responsibility of the Returning Officers was 
to arrange the transport of officers and material to 
the polling stations on the prepoll day. Letters with 
written instructions about the poll duty at the polling 
station and route directions had been sent to the 
Junior Presiding Officers and poll clerks about a 
week ahead of the poll day, and by these 
instructions they were informed to report at the 
polling station at 2.00pm on the pre-poll day, to 
compulsorily participate at the rehearsal conducted 
by the Senior Presiding Officer and to be ready to 
report for duty on the following day. These officers 
had to report at the polling station using private or 
public transport services. Assistance of the Sri 
Lanka Navy was obtained to transport officers to the 
polling stations situated in the islands of Jaffna 
Pensula. Female officers were assigned to the 
polling stations outside the polling stations where 
they were registered as electors. Male officers were 
assigned to the polling stations within the district or 
to other districts according to their preferences. 

 
  Centers to issue and receive ballot boxes and other 

election material in each electoral district were 
established in one premises or in several places 
according to the facilities available in the district. 
Minimum two Assistant Returning Officers with 
one Assistant Returning Officer-in-charge, two 
Senior Presiding Officers, one Junior Presiding 
Officer, two poll clerks and two office assistants 
were appointed to each of these issuing and 
receiving centers. Instruction classes on the duties 
of Assistant Returning Officers and on how the 
district organization works were conducted to the 
Assistant Returning Officers to be appointed to the 
issuing and receiving centers. Senior Presiding 
Officers in charge of polling stations and Zonal 
Assistant Returning Officers in charge of several 
polling stations were informed about the places 

where they had to report on the pre-poll day. These 
Senior Presiding Officers and Zonal Assistant 
Returning Officers had been educated on the poll 
procedure, election laws, administration of the 
polling station, enforcement of the election law, and 
the organization of the election in the whole district 
by holding formal instruction classes. Returning 
Officers were instructed to attach most of the Senior 
Presiding Officers and Zonal Assistant Returning 
Officers to the district outside their resident or 
serving districts, and to attach other election staff to 
areas outside their living and serving areas.  

 
 8.1  Issue of Material to the Polling Stations  
  Under the organizational arrangements the formal 

letters of appointments to the polling stations and 
the zones for the Senior Presiding Officers and 
Zonal Assistant Returning Officers respectively, 
were handed over only on the prepoll day. This 
arrangement is made at all elections to allay the 
misunderstanding among the public that the 
candidates and local politicians would influence 
these officers for undue advantages. This 
misunderstanding is decimated because nobody can 
influence them as the places of duties of officers are 
not known to anybody. A special awareness session 
with prior notice by Returning Officer or Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioners of Elections was 
conducted for Senior Presiding Officers of polling 
stations after they reported at the Returning Officers' 
offices or any other designated place on the prepoll 
day. Instructions given at the training classes held 
earlier were recalled, the need to conduct a free and 
fair election was reiterated and the dutiful 
responsibility cast upon the Senior Presiding 
Officers was repeated again and again at these 
meetings. Special directives issued by the Election 
Commission were explained. Thereafter the identity 
document of the Senior Presiding Officer, certified 
by the head of the institution was examined in order 
to establish his/ her identity and the formal 
appointment letter was issued. After receiving the 
appointment letter the Senior Presiding Officer had 
to report at the issuing center where the ballot 
papers, ballot boxes and other material are issued by 
the Assistant Returning Officer in charge of the 
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issuing center, after checking their appointment 
letters and identity documents again for clarity. The 
the ballot papers, ballot boxes, statutory documents 
and other material were issued to the Senior 
Presiding Officer.  

 
  In some districts one Junior Presiding Officer 

assigned to the polling station was also asked to 
report to the relevant issuing center and to assist the 
Senior Presiding Officer to receive the material 
issued to the polling station and to accompany the 
Senior Presiding Officer to the polling center. 

 
  Under the transport arrangement to go to the polling 

station, if the Senior Presiding Officer uses his own 
vehicle or burrowed vehicle, and if he had obtained 
prior approval to do so, he could register 
information at the transport unit and proceed to the 
polling station following the route directions given.  
Senior Presiding Officers who did not have such 
transport facility were provided with transport to go 
to the polling stations by the transport arrangements 
made by the District Returning Officer. 

 
 8.2  Assistants and Security Personnel at the Polling 

Station 
  Senior Presiding Officers were informed to 

accompany an assistant with him/ her to go to the 
polling station and he was also issued with an 
appointment letter at the issuing center. When any 
Senior Presiding Officer could not accompany such 
person, an assistant from the pool of the issuing 
center was assigned to him. One of the two police 
personnel allocated to provide security to the polling 
station, was directed to go with the Senior Presiding 
Officer to the polling station providing security to 
the election material from the point at which they 
were handed over to the Senior Presiding Officer. 
These police personnel should be with the Senior 
Presiding Officer until the election material are 
returned to the receiving center. As directed by the 
Inspector General of Police arrangements were 
made by the officer in charge of the police station in 
the area where the polling station was situated, to 
send the other police personnel directly to the 
polling station assigned. 

 
 8.3  Facilities at the Polling Station 
  By the time the Senior Presiding Officer reaches the 

polling station with ballot papers and other material, 
Grama Niladharis of the area or his representative 

had made arrangements with necessary facilities. 
Some Grama Niladharis especially in Colombo 
district had more than one polling station to cater. 
When such number of polling stations exceeded 
three, the Election Commission allowed such Grama 
Niladharis to employ an assistant to take care of the 
polling station. This assistant was allowed to co-
ordinate with the poll staff of the polling center. 
However, the Grama Niladharis were instructed to 
be on the alert of the preliminary arrangements in 
the polling station and its welfare facilities. Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioners of Elections and the 
Divisional Secretaries were advised to closely 
supervise such polling stations. Grama Niladharis 
were instructed to supply food to the staff of the 
polling stations under a prescribed fee. It was the 
responsibility of the Grama Niladharis to provide 
accommodation to the male officers including the 
police personnel to stay the night in the polling 
station. Grama Niladharis were further advised to 
provide suitable accommodation to keep the 
belongings safely, to the poll staff of polling stations 
established in temporary sheds where permanent 
buildings were not available. The purpose of 
directing the Senior Presiding Officer to prepare a 
report in two copies and hand over one to the Grama 
Niladhari on the accommodation provided, was to 
ensure a more effective service in view of the 
previous experiences in providing such 
accommodation. It was practically a difficult task to 
provide accommodation to the total satisfaction of 
the poll staff. But it is commendable that the 
government servants enjoyed whatever the facility 
they received, without raising questions or entering 
into arguments, while undergoing the difficulties 
with the intention of performing a national duty to 
uphold the democracy in the country.  

  
 8.4  Supervision and Co-ordination of the Poll  
  Election Commission had an operational mechanism 

for the poll process from the time of the arrival of 
ballot papers, ballot boxes and statutory documents 
at the polling stations, and the counting of votes, 
upto the conclusion of the election after declaring 
the results. Up until this election, it was the 
telephone and fax that were used in the process. 
Information Technology Division of the Election 
Commission introduced a short messages system 
(SMS) an information technology technique, for the 
operation and supervision of this process at this 
Presidential Election. The message that should be 
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sent by the Senior Presiding Officer in charge of the 
polling station to the District Returning Officer 
through the Zone Assistant Returning Officer was 
sent in a pre-planned system to the computer system 
of the Election Commission by the Sri Lanka 
Information and Communication Technology 
Agency through its gate. And the Information 
Technology Division of the Election Commission 
prepares an observation report after observing the 
operations of polling stations and submits it to the 
Election Commission. Although this technique was 
introduced in addition to the conventional system of 
using telephones and faxes, it could not cover all 
operations hundred percent as mobile telephone 
signals were not operating or weak in some areas 
and the  Senior Presiding Officers were busy with 
too many duties to perform, and there were 
difficulties faced in using information technology 
methodologies. However, these methods can be 
improved and the supervision and operation of 
functions in the polling stations could be better co-
ordinated in the future. 

 
  Returning Officers arranged a short discussion with 

the Zone Assistant Returning Officers at the places 
where they reported for duty. At this discussion the 
Returning Officers, Deputy/Assistant Commissioners 
of Elections explained the duties expected from 
them to conduct a free and fair election, the 
instructions given previously, the need to follow the 
provisions in the law and special instructions that 
have been given by the Election Commission. 
Thereafter the letters of formal appointments were 
handed over to then. Until they received the letters 
of appointment they were not aware of the zone they 
were assigned to. After receiving the appointment 
letter, they had to go to the issuing center relevant to 
the zone they were assigned to and had to ensure 
that the Senior Presiding Officers of the zone have 
left for the polling stations with election material. 
They had to go to the zone to engage in the 
supervision, transport for which had been arranged 
by the Returning Officers corresponding to the 
transport arrangements made to the Senior Presiding 
Officers. Zone Assistant Returning Officers were 
advised to go to the Divisional Secretariat Office in 
the area of the assigned zone and report to the 
Coordinating Assistant Returning Officer and go to 
the zone, and commence supervising the polling 
stations. The purpose of this arrangement was to 
ensure a poll free of any oversight.  

 8.5  Role of the Senior Presiding Officer on the Pre-
poll Day 

  Senior Presiding Officers should report to the 
assigned polling stations, inspect the station and 
check whether a free and fair election could be 
conducted there and whether there is security to 
safely keep the ballot box, ballot papers and other 
election material in the station. In case the required 
facilities are not there, Senior Presiding Officer 
should immediately inform the Zone Assistant 
Returning Officer and through him the District 
Returning Officer. 

 
  Other staff were informed to report at the polling 

stations at 2.00pm on the pre-poll day. Their 
appointment letters along with the National Identity 
Cards were checked and they signed the attendance 
register at the polling station. All staff met together 
and introduced themselves to each other. The 
rehearsal should then be conducted. Senior 
Presiding Officers had been given clear instructions 
not to open the ballot papers, official marks, 
indelible ink containers etc, under any circumstance 
at this rehearsal. It was the responsibility of the 
Senior Presiding Officers to get acquainted with the 
skills of the officers at the rehearsal and assign the 
duties to the staff accordingly. Instructions should 
be studied and guidance should be given to the staff 
for easy application. Conduct of this rehearsal 
ensures the presence of the staff at the station and is 
an indication that the poll could commence next 
morning without any difficulty. Sufficient number 
of officers had been assigned to the polling station, 
but if any officer has not reported at the rehearsal 
and if it is found that the minimum number of 
officers were not there at the rehearsal, the Zone 
Assistant Returning Officer who is supervising the 
polling station should be immediately informed. A 
pool of officers was maintained at the Divisional 
Secretariat, from which, essential shortfalls were 
met. Female officers were released after the 
rehearsal after advising them to be present at the 
station before 6.00am following day. Male officers 
had to stay the night in the polling station. Zone 
Assistant Returning Officers had been advised to 
visit the polling station and compulsorily verify and 
ensure personally that election material had been 
received correctly and sufficiently, to check from 
outside without opening whether the ballot papers, 
official mark, indelible ink etc are there, whether the 
rehearsal had been held and if it not so, to advise the 
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Senior Presiding Officer to conduct the rehearsal 
and supervise the holding the same, and if necessary 
to give further advise and instructions. After 
supervising the station, the Zone Assistant 
Returning Officer should send his first message to 
the District Returning Officer or to his operations 
room through telephone and fax that the polling 
station is ready to commence the poll at 7.00am 
following day. 

 
 8.6  Duties on the Poll Day 
  The most important document to be maintained by 

Senior Presiding Officer on the poll day is the 
Senior Presiding Officer's journal. All activities and 
events in the polling station from the time of 
commencement of the poll upto the time of 
conclusion should be recorded in this journal. 
Information about the Senior Presiding Officers 
staff, polling agents, candidates or their 
representatives, officers and others permitted to 
enter the polling station also should be recorded 
here. Notes on any unrest or other incidents in the 
polling stations should be made in the journal. The 
journal should be handed over as directed, to the 
receiving center at the time of handing over the 
ballot boxes after the poll.  

 
  Instructions had been given by the Election 

Commission to the Senior Presiding Officers and 
other staff to be ready by 6.00am on the poll day for 
their duties, to display notices and posters with 
instructions for the voters, to place the voting 
cubicles, and to keep the ballot boxes ready to be 
sealed. The Act allows two polling agents appointed 
by each candidate to be present in the polling 
station. But as there were 35 candidates, it was a 
problem to accommodate two agents from each 
candidate in a polling station. Therefore, permission 
was given to accommodate one agent to observe the 
poll in view of  the limited space available in the 
polling station. 

 
  Returning Officers informed the polling agents to be 

present at the polling station at 6.30am on the poll 
day because their appointment letters along with the 
identity had to be checked and also because their 
presence was necessary before sealing the ballot 
box. This opportunity was provided to the agents as 
their observations on the examining of electoral 
registers, ballot boxes, ballot papers, and  specially 
in randomly selecting the official mark to place on 

the reverse of the ballot paper were necessary to 
ensure the credibility of the election that it was held 
freely and fairly. Ballot boxes were opened and 
exhibited in front of all those present to prove that 
there was nothing inside the box and after sealing 
the box the agents were allowed to affix a mark or a 
sticker not being a symbol of political party, neither 
a symbol appearing in the ballot paper. Specimen of 
such markings should be handed over by the polling 
agents to the Senior Presiding Officer. 

 
  It was essential to carefully and correctly include in 

the Senior Presiding Officer's file all statutory forms 
necessary for the poll, without missing any. Officers 
in charge of stores and all other relevant officers 
were educated on this. Instructions were given to the  
Senior Presiding Officers to get these forms filled 
up and inserted in the relevant covers by  Junior 
Presiding Officers under them. 

  
 8.7  The Conduct of the Poll 
  The poll to elect the President commenced at 

7.00am on 16.11.2019. According to the provisions 
in the law the poll had to be closed at 4.00pm. But 
the close of the poll was extended upto 5.00pm after 
discussing with the secretaries of political parties 
and other stakeholders, on the assumption that the 
voters would take extra time because of the lengthy 
size of the ballot paper. Extension of the poll time 
was published in the  gazette No 2147/46 of 
29.10.2019 and attached to this report as Annexure 
19. The poll was taken in 12,845 polling stations 
during the stipulated time period. Assistance of 
223,983 government officers of all levels was 
obtained for the exercise. There were officers who 
were directly and others indirectly engaged in the 
process while there were providers of various 
support services. Services provided by security 
establishments for protection and to enforce the law 
was highly instrumental in conducting the poll 
peacefully. We are content that the whole process 
was carried out freely and fairly according to the 
time schedules, and met the expectations of the 
majority of people to democratically elect their 
President. 

 
 8.8  Close of the Poll, Handing over of Ballot Boxes, 

and other Statutory Documents 
  After commencing the poll, Mega Zone Assistant 

Returning Officers appointed to assist the District 
Returning Officers and Deputy/ Assistant 
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Commissioners of Elections, visited the polling 
stations from time to time. They were instructed to 
supervise not only the functioning of polling station 
but also the situation in the whole area. If any 
violation of election laws was detected, their duty 
was to arrest such situation with the support of the 
police when necessary. Zone Assistant Returning 
Officers had to visit and supervise the work of all 
the polling stations assigned, minimum three times 
compulsorily and the numbers of polling stations to 
be supervised was determined with this requirement 
in mind.  

 
  Returning Officers advised the Zone Assistant 

Returning Officers to be in one polling station at the 
time of the commencement of the poll and in 
another polling station at the time of the close of the 
poll in their supervision duty. After the close of the 
poll at 5.00pm ballot boxes and other statutory 
envelopes were sealed. Agents had been informed 
that they could request the Senior Presiding Officer 
to place their seals or affix their stickers after sealing 
the ballot box. They had also been informed to hand 
over the samples of these seals and stickers to the 
Senior Presiding Officer. 

 
  Senior Presiding Officer transported the ballot box 

to the counting center on the same route according 
to the transport arrangement made for the previous 
day. There had been a misconception conceived by 
candidates and their supporters that irregularities 
take place at the time of transporting the ballot box 
to the receiving center. Therefore, instructions were 
issued to allow one out of all polling agents from 
parties or groups in the polling station, to monitor 
the transport of the ballot box from the polling 
station to the counting center, using his own vehicle. 

 
  Zone Assistant Returning Officer should hand over 

the journal of his supervision of all polling stations 
to the Returning Officer after sending his final 
message to the Returning Officer through fax and 
then by telephone, after reporting at the Divisional 
Coordinating Center. According to the reports 
received by Returning Officer from all polling 
stations the poll had been conducted in a peaceful 
manner. It is commendable that there were no any 
reports to suspend or annul the poll of any polling 
station. By about 8.00pm on the poll day it was 
reported to the Elections Secretariat that ballot boxes 

have reached the respective counting centers 
without any problem or difficulty after the 
conclusion of a peaceful poll. 

 
 8.9  Management of Election Disputes 
  With the notice to hold the Presidential Election, the 

responsibility of creating a fair field to conduct a 
free and fair election, was rested upon the Election 
Disputes Resolution Unit, newly created by the 
Election Commission to enforce the election law. 
This step was taken by the Election Commission to 
further strengthen the methodology used to quickly 
act and manage election complaints made to the 
Commission during the election period by political 
parties, candidates, the public, civil organizations 
and election observer organizations. With the 
nominations, the National Center for Election 
Dispute Management was established by the 
Election Disputes Resolution Unit of the Elections 
Secretariat and District Elections  Dispute 
Management Units in each district. The National 
Center and District Units continuously functioned 
till 18.11.2019 attending to election complaints. The 
activities of the Elections Dispute management unit 
with regard to the Presidential Election can be 
summarized as follows: 

 
 Issuing of circulars and instructions in order to 

enforce the Sections 66 to 75 on "offences", 
Sections 76 to 81 on "corrupt practices" and 
Sections 82 to 87 on "illegal practices". 

 Preparation of directive guidelines and Codes of 
Conduct indicated in the Article 104G of the 
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka and publishing in the 
Extraordinary gazette notifications. 

 Establishing of national, district and divisional 
election complaints management units, training 
of officers attached to these units, supervision of 
the functioning of the complaints units, 
recording of complaints, preparing daily reports 
and submission of review reports of the 
Commission for instructions and orders.  

 Identifying the means of preventing the misuse 
of public property, public officers and other 
recourses to promote political parties and 
candidates and instructing the relevant 
institutions to use public property solely for the 
benefit of the public without making room for 
any abuse. 
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 Creating a conducive environment to hold a free 
and fair election, constantly studying the ways 
and means to create a level field for the 
contestants and making recommendations to the 
Election Commission on the action that should 
be taken. 

 Taking immediate action on the complaints 
received by the Election Complaints 
Management Units and making observations as 
necessary, carrying out initial inquiries and 
taking action and convening relevant parties to 
the Election Commission and investigating the 
complaints. 

 Coming into agreements with the administrators 
of social media to manage complaints received 
through social media and co-ordinating with 
social media activists to minimize violations of 
election laws. 

 Maintaining sound co-ordination with all State 
agencies and Statutory Boards, Sri Lanka Police, 
domestic election observer organizations, 
secretaries of contesting political parties, 
authorized agents and leaders of independent 
groups. 

 Followup action on legal issues in the 
enforcement of the elections law and practical 
difficulties and advising the district elections 
officials and election disputes resolution units in 
the districts. 

   
  The mechanism adopted by the Election Dispute 

Resolution Unit to implement the above activities is 
given in the Annexure 20 here. 

 
  Instruction sessions were conducted is several areas 

to cover all 25 administrative districts to train 
selected civil officers for the Elections Complaints 
Centers established at district and divisional levels 
as shown in the schedule. Inspector General of 
Police attached a team of police officers to each of 
these complaints centers. Training programmes on 
the election law and the management of elections 
complaints were conducted for the senior police 
officers to be engaged in this function and 
coordinating with police officers all OICs and 
officers who were in charge of elections. In addition 

to the district elections complaints units, some 
special complaints centers were established taking 
into consideration the geographical extent of the 
district, the nature of the terrain, transport 
difficulties and past experiences. 

 
8.10 Making Election related Complaints 
  National Center for Election Complaints and the 

District Centers accepted election complaints made 
verbally or through traditional modes such as 
telephone messages, fax messages and letters or 
through social media such as e-mails, WhatsApp, 
Viber, FaceBook etc. It was announced that 
complaints could be made through FaceBook "Tell 
Commission" and the  "Election Commission". 
Complaints to the district complaints centers could 
be made through any of the above media, and 
inquiries also could be made from the centers. The 
purpose of this arrangement was to facilitate 
everybody to forward any issue easily and 
immediately. 

 
  Parties directly involved in the management of 

election disputes were the activists of political 
parties and agents of candidates. The role of the 
election observer organizations and media in 
making complaints is remarkable. Managing 
election disputes was a challenging task, however, 
by maintaining direct contacts with them during the 
election period, the Election Commission made 
efforts to persuade the relevant parties through 
meetings, discussions and common agreements to 
carry out the campaigns and meetings without 
violating the election law. 

 
8.11 Election Complaints received at the National 

and District Election Complaints Centers 
  With the hope of conducting a free and fair election, 

the Commission made the maximum effort to 
prevent the violation of election laws. A special 
mechanism was adopted for the management of 
election complaints. Complaints related to the 
election made to the Election Commission through 
the management centers by the public including the 
agents of political parties, are given in the following 
table. 
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Date 

District Centers for Election Complaints National Center for Election Complaints 

 

        

08.10.2019 1 16 0 17 1 45   46 63 
09.10.2019 0 42 0 42 1 50 - 51 93 
10.10.2019 0 43 0 43 1 66 2 69 112 
11.10.2019 0 53 0 53 - 45 4 49 102 
12.10.2019 0 42 0 42 - 31 9 40 82 
13.10.2019 0 44 0 44 1 8 1 10 54 
14.10.2019 1 51 1 53 - 22 22 - 75 
15.10.2019 0 70 0 70 - 15 - 15 85 
16.10.2019 0 60 6 66 - 23 - 23 89 
17.10.2019 2 56 4 62 - 25 2 27 89 
18.10.2019 0 55 0 55 - 31 1 32 87 
19.10.2019 0 62 4 66 - 30 - 30 96 
20.10.2019 0 73 5 78 - 22 - 22 100 
21.10.2019 1 63 4 68 - 34 1 35 103 
22.10.2019 1 88 6 95 - 27 - 27 122 
23.10.2019 0 92 11 103 - 23 - 23 126 
24.10.2019 1 95 6 106 3 24 - 27 133 
25.10.2019 2 117 11 130 - 18 - 18 148 
26.10.2019 1 55 0 56 - 11 2 13 69 
27.10.2019 0 58 0 58 - 30 - 30 88 
28.10.2019 0 78 0 78 - 13 - 13 91 
29.10.2019 2 79 1 82 - 38 4 42 124 
30.10.2019 1 62 1 64 - 47 1 48 112 
31.10.2019 2 83 2 87 - 55 1 56 143 
01.11.2019 1 109 1 111 - 35 1 36 147 
02.11.2019 1 92 3 96 - 36 - 36 132 
03.11.2019 0 82 0 82 - 16 - 16 98 
04.11.2019 0 73 0 73 - 24 - 24 97 
05.11.2019 1 84 2 87 - 29 - 29 116 
06.11.2019 0 84 2 86 - 14 - 14 100 
07.11.2019 0 94 3 97 - 34 - 34 131 
08.11.2019 0 85 1 86 - 17 2 19 105 
09.11.2019 0 68 1 69 - 29 - 29 98 
10.11.2019 0 79 0 79 1 22 - 23 102 
11.11.2019 0 81 0 81 1 26 - 27 108 
12.11.2019 0 74 1 75 - 27 - 27 102 
13.11.2019 0 68 1 69 - 23 - 23 92 
14.11.2019  0 59 0 59 - 25 - 25 84 

15.11.2019  4 104 7 115 - 8 - 8 123 
15.11.2019  
15.11.2019  

0 156 0 156 3 31 - 34 190 

15.11.2019  
15.11.2019  

- 123 - 123 - 41 - 41 164 

15.11.2019  
16.11.2019  

1 91 - 92 - 37 - 37 129 

16.11.2019  
16.11.2019  

1 385 - 386 7 151 - 158 541 

16.11.2019  - 151 1 152 - 121 - 121 273 

  24 3683 84 3792 19 1479 31 159 5321 
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8.12 Complaints received at the National Center for the Management of Election  Complaints 
  A summary is  given below on the complaints received by the National Center for Management of Election 

Complaints. 
 

Categorization of Election Complaints reported to the National Center 

Category Sub category Number   

  
  
  

Election Violence 

Verbal Threats 7 

  
Threatening with weapons/ Attempts to shoot 1 

Assault/ grievous hurt 9 

Damages to campaign offices/ posters/ banners 2 

Total 19 

Violation of Election Laws 

Misuse of movable and immovable public 
property and buildings 178 

  

Engaging government officers in political 
activities 91 

Appointments/ Promotions/ Transfers of 
government officers 161 

Misuse of media 85 

False propaganda/ fake news/ hate speech 44 

Disturbance to propaganda work 4 

Illegal posters/ banners/ cutouts 330 

Distribution of goods/ donations 158 

Meetings/ rallies/ illegal political offices 178 

Campaigning through religious dignitaries, use of 
religious places for campaign work 34 

Complaints related to postal voting 24 

Complaints about polling stations/ poll staff/ 
election material/ equipment 9 

Obstructions to cast vote 141 

Illegal functions 18 

Treating 21 

Total number of violations 1476 

Other        34 

Total     1529 
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 8.13  Categorization of Election Complaints 
  There are four categories of election complaints i.e. 

election violence, violation of election laws, 
inquiries and requests for approval. 

 
8.13.1  Election Violence 
  Violent activists are sub-categorized according to 

their nature, as follows 
Verbal threats 
 Threatening with weapons/ attempts to murder by 

shooting 
Assault/ grievous hurt 
 Serious injuries/ attempts to murder 
Murder 
Abduction 
 Shooting 
Arson 
Rabble rousing 
Damaging property/ looting 
Damaging banners/posters etc of campaign 

houses 
 
  At the national level there were 19 violent events 

and at the district level, the number was 24. When 
compared with assaults, murders and threats in the 
previous elections, violent activities at this election 
were low in number. When the complaints were 
examined it has transpired that the incidents had 
been due to personal disputes and through verbal 
arguments. It is observed that these violent incidents 
had not impacted upon the poll or the result. In 
relation to the election it is a satisfactory situation. 

 
8.13.2 Violations of Election Laws 
  Violations of election laws are the activities 

committed against the legal provisions in the 
election law. Following are the violations of the 
law. 
 Misuse of movable and immovable public 

property 
 Engaging government officers in political 

activities 
 Appointments / promotions / transfers of 

government  officers on political grounds 
 Misuse of media 
 False propaganda, making of fake news and 

publicising and hate speech 
 Obstructing propaganda activities 
 Display of illegal posters, banners, cutouts 
 Distribution of goods, donations and treating 

 Meetings, rallies, illegal election offices 
 Campaign through religious dignitaries, use of 

religious places and functions for political 
purposes 

 Organizing and conducting illegal functions 
 Irregularities in postal voting 
 Obstructions to cast vote 

 
8.13.3  Inquiries 
  In addition to the complaints on violation of election 

laws, a large amount of inquiries was received at the 
Election Dispute Resolution Unit. Many of these 
inquiries were about legal issues, issues of 
enforcement of election laws, activities of the 
parties who have fielded candidates, activities of 
candidates etc. Taking action on all these inquiries 
was a difficult task. There were also inquiries from 
the public about the doubtful actions of officers who 
were engaged in the electoral process. Some 
inquiries were about the distribution of goods, 
organizing functions, granting approval for various 
activities, recruitments and promotions. 

 
8.13.4  Requests for Approval 
  Approval of the Election Commission was 

requested for proposed development activities, 
appointments, promotions, transfers of public 
officers, and authority to grant permission for 
foreign travel of government officers during the 
election period. These requests were examined and 
approval was granted on reasonable grounds, and 
others were rejected and advised to postpone them 
until the poll was concluded. Some requests were 
referred for further scrutiny and steps were taken to 
take legal action against those who defied the 
instructions. 

 
8.14  Prevention of Misuse of Public Property 
  In terms of the Article 104B(4)(a), the Election 

Commission is empowered to prevent the misuse of 
movable or immovable public property for the 
purpose of promoting or prejudicing  candidates. 
State officers who are in charge of public property 
are bound to implement the directives issued by the 
Election Commission in this regard. This directive is 
applicable to all Ministries, Commissions, 
Departments, Provincial Councils, Local Authorities, 
Government Corporations, Statutory Boards, 
Government Schools, State Universities etc. and to 
all government institutions and companies taken 
over by the Government. Having paid much 
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attention on the use of public property to promote 
candidates, the Commission published the 
Extraordinary gazette No 2141/52 of 19.09.2019 
under the above provisions, preventing the use of 
any movable or immovable public property 
belonging to the State, State Corporations and 
Statutory Boards to promote or prejudice any 
political party, group, or candidate or to obstruct the 
conduct of a free and fair election, and by the 
Extraordinary gazette No 2143/47 of 03.10.2019, 
some provisions in the former gazette notification 
were amended and additional provisions were 
introduced. These gazette notifications are attached 
as Annexures 21 and 22. Instructions to heads of 
all government institutions were issued by circular 
No 1-EC/EDR/PRE/2019 of 18.09.2019. This 
circular informed Secretaries of all Ministries, 
Secretaries of all Independent Commissions, 
including the Public Service Commission, 
Secretaries of  all Provincial Councils, all District 
Secretaries, all Provincial Governors, Secretaries of 
Provincial Ministries, Secretaries of Provincial 
Public Service Commissions, Chairmen, General 
Managers and executive officers of all State 
Corporations and Statutory Boards to prevent the 
misuse of State property under their charge during 
the election period and that all recruitments, 
promotions and transfers were restricted.  

 
  In addition, the use of officers, vehicles of heads of 

local authorities for campaign meetings, the use of 
vehicles and other equipment of local authorities to 
transport material, staff and posters and to organize 
meetings to promote parties or candidates were 
prohibited. The media release No 41 was issued 
emphasizing the importance of this prohibition and 
the need to refrain from violating laws relevant to 
the meetings of political parties/ candidates, 
campaign posters, walks, distribution of handbills 
etc. These were the steps taken by the Election 
Commission to enforce the election laws. 

  It had been a common practice in the past to 
organize functions, distribute goods and material 
recruit employees, give promotions and order 
transfers after publishing the proclamation to 
conduct an election. However this practice was 
controlled to a certain level at this election because 
the Election Commission was empowered to issue 
directives related to the above Articles of the 
Constitution. Relevant stakeholders were educated 
on the need to act accordingly. The officers who 
contributed to the misuse were punished and legal 
action was taken against such misuse. As a result of 
the precautionary action taken by the Commission, 
heads of institutions were inclined to take action to 
obtain the consent of the Election Commission not 
only in recruiting officers and employees or giving 
of promotions and transfers, but also in organizing 
official and religious functions and also in granting 
permission for foreign travel which was a 
commendable step taken by the heads of 
institutions. The Election Commission examined the 
requests made by heads of institutions and granted 
approval to such requests only if the Commission 
was satisfied that they were not prejudicial to any 
person. 

 
  In addition, a Code of Conduct to be followed by 

the contesting candidates of political parties, was 
published in the Extraordinary gazette No 2142/47 
of 25.09.2019. It is attached as Annexure 22 of this 
report. Purpose of this Code was to setup a 
conducive back ground for a peaceful and free 
election. 

 
8.15  Legal Action related to the Presidential Election  
  Two writ applications to debar the election and one 

human rights petition were filed in the Supreme 
Court. SC/Writ/Co/2019 was filed to obtain a writ 
against the holding of the Presidential Election and 
other applications were regarding media. Details are 
given below.  

Serial 
No 

Case No and the 
Court Petitioner Redress asked for Court Decision/ 

Present status 
01. SC/Writ/08/2019 

Supreme Court 
Emerging Media (Pvt) Ltd Request permission to display 

campaign material on LED screens 
and in cinema halls 

Dismissed on 
21.11.2019 

02. SC/Writ/10/2019 
Supreme Court 

Chamindra Dayan Lenawa To suspend the Extraordinary 
gazette no 2141/25 and a request 
regarding a Referendum 

Dismissed on 
21.11.2019 

03. SC/
FR/440/2019Supreme 
Court 

Tharindu Induranga 
Jayawardena and 
K.V.Sandun Piyankara 
Vithanage 

To take action against State and 
private electronic media which 
violate media guidelines 

Being heard 
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8.16  Election Observation 
  The Election law does not provide for observation 

of elections by local or foreign observer 
organizations. However, with the agreement with 
political parties and other stakeholders, observation 
of elections is currently allowed as these observer 
organizations have proved that they have the 
capacity to carry out observations and they own the 
intensity in the network and that they are capable to 
work impartially. Local observer organizations were 
accredited to conduct the observation of the election 
employing foreign observers depending on the 
circumstances. By engaging these observer 
organizations, the Commission expects that they 
would express their opinion on whether the election 
had been conducted freely, impartially, fairly, 
transparently and credibly. Several local and foreign 
observer organizations made requests for 
permission to observe the Presidential Election. 
Many of the local observer organizations were 
registered as NGOs. Several of these organizations 
were allowed to carry out election observation after 
considering their experience and activities in the 
past few decades. No payment is made to the 
organizations by the Election Commission or the 
government in this regard. 

 
  In addition to the domestic observer organizations, 

foreign observer organizations such as the 
Commonwealth and European Union were allowed 
to observe the election. 

 
8.16.1  Domestic Observer Organizations 
  After discussing with the candidates and obtaining 

their consent, domestic observer organizations with 
experience is observing elections, were allowed to 
observe the Presidential Election as has been done 
in the previous elections.  

 
  Considering the way they observed the previous 

elections, how they functioned  and performed in 
observation activities and the experience they have 
gathered in observing elections, two observer 
organizations were allowed to engage static 
observers inside the polling stations and also to 
carry out mobile observation outside the polling 
stations. Following are the details of the two 
observer organizations. 

  Peoples Action for Free and Fair Election 
(PAFFREL) 

  No 12/3 Robert Terrace, Robert Gunawardhane 
Mawatha, Colombo 06. 

  Center for Monitoring Election Violence 
(CMEV) 

  No 24/2, 28th Lane, Colombo 07. 
 
  Heads of these two organizations i.e Executive 

Directors, Co-conveners and Co-Coordinators, 
Secretaries, National Organizers and the Senior 
Managers of the two organizations were allowed to 
enter any polling station in the Island to observe the 
election and the district organizers of the two 
organizations were allowed to enter any polling 
station within the district for observation purposes. 

 
  In addition to the two organizations mentioned 

above, following four organizations were authorized 
to conduct only the observation outside the polling 
stations by engaging mobile observers in the 
districts they asked for permission. 

Campaign for Free and Fair Elections (CaFFE) 
No 100/19, Welikadawatte, Rajagiriya. 
Mothers and Daughters of Lanka (MDL) 
No 117, Talahena, Malabe. 
Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) 
No 5/1, Elibank Road, Colombo 05. 
National Polls Observation Center (NPOC) 
2nd Floor, Calsrue Court, No 15/5, Baseline 
Road, Colombo 09. 

 
  Heads of observer organizations were advised to 

engage persons who did not have any connections 
with the activities of political parties and to give 
necessary instructions to the observers in carrying 
out their duties. They were further warned that if 
they fail to abide by these instructions the 
organization will be withdrawn from observations. 
The organizations were advised to hand over the 
names of observers intended to be engaged in the 
districts, to the Returning Officers one week before 
the poll day and that there will be problems in 
passing them over to the Senior Presiding Officers 
in charge of polling stations if they fail to do so. The 
observers were instructed to hand over the report 
where they enter the notes, to the Senior Presiding 
Officer soon after the poll was closed. 

 
  The Peoples Action for Free and Fair Election 

(PAFFREL) and Center for Monitoring Election 
Violence (CMEV) were also allowed to engage 
observers in the postal voting centers. 
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  Domestic observer organization were accorded with 
the opportunity of observing the count as well. The 
purpose of allowing the Peoples Action for Free and 
Fair Election (PAFFREL) and Center for 
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) to engage 
static observers inside the counting centers, was to 
allay the misconception of political parties and other 
organizations that corruptions and irregularities take 
place in the counting of votes. 

  
  Peoples Action for Free and Fair Election 

(PAFFREL) and Center for Monitoring Election 
Violence (CMEV) engaged observers invited from 
several foreign countries in addition to the local 
observers in observing the election and expanded 
their observations for which the Election 
Commission gave prior approval. 

 
8.16.2  Foreign Observer Organizations 
  At the meeting held on 09.10.2019 in the Elections 

Secretariat with the secretaries of contesting 
recognized political parties after the proclamation of 
the election, it was announced that the Commission 
would obtain the assistance of foreign observer 
organizations to observe the election. Accordingly 
the Chairman of the Association of Asian Election 
Authorities (AAEA), the Chairman of the Forum of  
Election Management Bodies of South Asia 
(FEMBoSA) and the South African Human Rights 
Foundation were invited to field observers for the 
Presidential Election scheduled for 16.11.2019. The 
Commission also took action to invite the 
Commonwealth Election Observers and European 
Union Election Observers. Accepting the invitation, 
these organizations participated in observing the 
election. These observers engaged in the observation 
covering all the districts. 

  
  A study programme was conducted in seven districts 

by a study team comprising of the chiefs of Election 
Management Bodies of Bhutan, Bangladesh and 
Maldives. 

 
  The election Commission directly co-ordinated the 

observers of  Association of Asian Election 
Authorities (AAEA) and Election Management 

Bodies of South Asia (FEMBoSA). The 
Commonwealth observer group and the European 
Union observer group were directly assigned to the 
relevant districts and information about them was 
sent to the Returning Officers. Only the information 
required by the two observer groups were supplied 
by the Election Commission. They were allowed to 
observe any polling station or counting center within 
the district assigned. About 50 observers engaged in 
the Island from the nomination day upto 16.11.2019. 

 
  Coordinating officers from the Elections Secretariat 

and the districts were appointed to assist foreign 
observers sent to districts for observations other than 
those of the Commonwealth and the European 
Union and the Returning Officers were instructed to 
provide accommodation to the observers and 
coordinating officers as they had to stay in the 
particular districts. Returning Officers were also 
advised to provide opportunity to the foreign 
observers to meet the Deputy/ Assistant 
commissioners and discuss about the arrangements 
in the district and to meet the authorized agents of 
political parties, members of the local observer 
organizations and the police. All costs of the 
Commonwealth and European Union observers 
were borne by the respective organizations and the 
Election Commission provided only the 
coordination required for observations. 

 
  Foreign observers observed the postal voting in the 

certifying officers' offices on 31.10.2019 and 
01.11.2019 and they were provided with the 
opportunity to observe the process at the polling 
stations and counting centers and also in the results 
declaring centers on 16.11.2019. 

 

  The common observation of the local and foreign 
observers was that the Presidential Election 2019 as 
a whole, was peaceful and fair. When compared 
with previous elections we can be content that 
Presidential Election 2019 was an appreciable 
election although few minor incidents were reported 
sporadically. 
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 9.  Counting of Votes 
  Counting of votes of the Presidential Election 2019 

commenced at the premises where counting centers 
were located, after receiving the ballot boxes at the 
end of the poll. There were 43 counting premises 
and 1,550 counting centers in all districts. Out of 
them, 1,179 centers were to count ordinary ballot 
papers and 771 centers to count postal ballot 
papers. Counting premises and counting centers in 
each district are given in the Tables 05 and 06. A 
Chief Counting Officer (CCO) was in charge of the 
counting in a center, and a sufficient number of 
Assistant Returning Officers and a counting staff 
were provided to these centers. Steps of checking, 
super checking and random checking and 
supervision in order to ensure accuracy were 
carried out by each group of officers. The count 
was proved fair and systematic because it was 
subject to observation by the counting agents 
appointed at the request of the candidates.  

 
  Counting of votes is described in the Section 47 to 

59 of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
and the counting of postal votes is explained in the 
Regulations from 18 to 28 in the Second Schedule 
thereof. According to the Section 47 of the Act the 
Returning Officers of each electoral district have to 
forward the result of the count to the Election 
Commission as advised, in order to prepare the 
total result. 

 
 9.1  Counting Centers 
  Returning Officers have to identify places for 

counting, appoint staff for the count, and inform 
the candidates about the counting date and time, 
the number of agents who can be present in a 
counting center and at the count. Counting centers 
are arranged where ballot papers of several polling 
stations in a polling division could be counted is 
one center. In this election one counting center was 
designed for 7,500 to 10,000 registered electors. It 
was instructed that postal vote counting centers 
should be planned as 1,500 to 2,500 packets for 
one counting center. After receiving the ballot 
boxes and other sealed material from all polling 
stations in polling divisions, the main function of 

the Returning Officer was to count the ballot 
papers in the ballot boxes and portal ballot papers 
in the postal ballot boxes before the agents of 
candidates in the counting center and report the 
numbers of votes polled in the polling division by 
each candidate to the Election Commission. 

   
  When establishing counting centers, the areas of 

the center and facilities available in the building, 
had to be taken into consideration following the 
guidelines issued by the Election Commission 
keeping the large size of the ballot paper in mind. 
The major problem encountered by the Returning 
Officers and Deputy/ Assistant Commissioners of 
Elections, was the lack of spacious places to use as 
counting centers when they had to station a 
counting staff of 30 to 40 members and according 
to the provisions of the Act, about 70 counting 
agents had to be accommodated in the center. 
Returning Officers were advised to engage about 
15 officers including the Chief Counting Officer in 
the postal vote counting center. Due to these 
practical difficulties it was difficult to establish all 
counting centers of an electoral district in one 
premises. Therefore they were forced to count the 
votes in one electoral district in several places. The 
results tabulation center is normally located in the 
counting premises but at this election, the 
tabulation of results in some districts had to be 
carried out in a separate place especially selected 
for the purpose. 

 
 9.2  Appointing of Agents to Counting Centers 
  In terms of the provisions in the Presidential 

Elections Act two counting agents had to be 
appointed for each candidate to a postal vote 
counting center and  five agents for each candidate 
to a normal vote counting center. Returning 
Officers informed all election agents and 
authorized agents in writing, the location of the 
counting centers, the polling stations (with the 
numbers of electors in each center) assigned to 
each center, numbers of agents that could be 
appointed to the centers enabling them to appoint 
their agents before the poll. The date to hand over 
the details of the proposed agents to the Returning 

Chapter Nine 
 

Counting of Votes and Tabulating the Result 
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Officers, the date and place to collect the 
appointment letters and entry passes for agents also 
were mentioned in the same letter. Instructions 
were given to the formally authorized agents to 
report at the counting centers in the afternoon of 
the poll day. There were requests made at the 
meetings had with the secretaries and permanent 
representatives of political parties, to accommodate 
agents more than the numbers allowed by the law, 
because of the assumption that irregularities may 
occur in the counting of votes. In response to this 
request one more agent of each candidate was 
allowed to enter the counting premises and observe 
the procedure in all counting centers staying 
outside the centers. As was done in the previous 
elections, one agent of each candidates was 
allowed to report at the receiving center at 3.00pm 
on the poll day and observe how the Senior 
Presiding Officers handed over the material. One 
agent out of all polling agents of candidates in the 
polling station was allowed upon request, to follow 
the vehicle that transported the ballot box from the 
polling station to their receiving center using his 
own vehicle. An agent was allowed to stay in one 
place within the premises and observe the transport 
of ballot box to the counting center. A set of 
instructions for counting agents was issued by the 
Election Commission describing their role. 

 
  Returning Officers had planned a systematic 

procedure to receive the ballot boxes and other 
material brought from the polling stations by 
Senior Presiding Officers after the poll. Assistant 
Returning Officers in charge of receipts were 
instructed to hand over the ballot box with ballot 
papers and the documents required for the count, 
out of the material received from the Senior 
Presiding Officers, to the Chief Counting Officer 
who had already reported at the counting center, 
safely place other material separately in the hall, 
and hand them over to the Returning Officer after 
the count, for him to deposit in the vault with the 
ballot papers and other documents relevant to the 
count. Security of the premises where ballot boxes 
and other material were received, counting 
premises and the surroundings were under the 
supervision of the senior divisional police officers. 

 
 9.3  Staff of the Counting Centers 
  Chief Counting Officer,  Assistant Returning 

Officers, Senior Presiding Officers, clerks and 

assisting staff required for the count were mostly 
appointed from the officers available in the district. 
Some districts were provided with Chief Counting 
Officers, and Assistant Returning Officers, from 
the pool in the Elections Secretariat. All Chief 
Counting Officers and  Assistant Returning 
Officers assigned from the pool in the Secretariat 
were trained by the Commissioner General of 
Elections at the Elections Secretariat. Senior 
Presiding Officers were briefed about the counting 
procedure at the training sessions conducted in the 
districts and Chief Counting Officers were 
instructed to educate the other counting staff before 
commencing the count. 

 
  A senior officer was appointed in every district as 

Assistant Returning Officer in charge of welfare 
activities. Assistant Returning Officers in charge of 
welfare followed the instructions issued by the 
Returning Officer and organized the activities. 

 
 9.4  Basic Conditions required to commence the 

Counting of Votes 
  If all ballot boxes expected at the counting center 

have been received, the Chief Counting Officer 
should open the Z reports handed over by the 
Senior Presiding Officers in charge of the polling 
stations about any unrest situation in the polling 
station, should prepare the ZCCO report and send 
to the Returning Officer and obtain permission to 
count votes. If the Senior Presiding Officer had 
reported that there was no conducive environment 
to conduct a free and fair election the Returning 
Officers were advised to check the reports of police 
officers in the polling station, polling agents, 
observers in the polling station and  Zone Assistant 
Returning Officer and ascertain the facts 
mentioned in the Senior Presiding Officer's report. 
If the agents of the candidates were not present in 
the counting center before the commencement of 
the count, the counting officers were instructed to 
check whether they are present in the area around 
the counting hall. It was also advised to make an 
announcement through loudspeakers that the count 
was ready to commence. Following basic 
conditions had to be in place before the 
commencement of the count. 
 Ballot boxes and other confidential documents 

have been handed over to the counting center 
 The commencing time of the count informed to 

the candidates has passed 
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 Returning Officer's order to commence the 
count, has been received after satisfying that 
there had not been any obstructions in the 
polling stations assigned to the counting center 
and no illegal activities reported.   

 
  If it is observed in checking the reports or 

complaints that there had been any disturbance for 
the conduct of the poll the Returning Officer 
should report it to the Commission. The Election 
Commission will decide whether the votes of the 
particular polling station should or should not be 
counted after examining the reports and complaints 
along with the reports of the Senior Presiding 
Officer, in charge of the polling station police 
officers and the Zone Assistant Returning Officer. 
The Election Commission is empowered to annul 
the poll of any polling station and order to take a 
fresh poll if the ballot papers had been snatched, or 
stuffed the ballot boxes after grabbing and marking 
ballot papers by force, or failed to commence the 
poll at the prescribed time, or the poll had to be 
closed before the scheduled time, or influenced the 
functions of the agents and the poll staff. No such 
incident had been reported at this Presidential 
Election. 

 
 9.5  The Count  
  The count of the Presidential Election comprises of 

three stages. They are as follows, 
 
  Stage one – Ballot papers in the ballot box are 

counted, number verified and deposited in the 
receptacle. 

 
  Stage two – There are two sub-stages in the stage 

two. In the first sub-stage the ballot papers are 
taken out and from the receptacle, and emptied on 
the table, sorted according to the ballots marked, 
dropped in the boxes assigned to each candidate 
and the doubtful ballot papers referred to the Chief 
Counting Officer. 

 
  In the second sub-stage the counting staff work in 

five groups, i.e sorting, counting, checking, 
rechecking and random checking. Officers are 
seated according to their seniority when this count 
and checking is carried out. Each box of ballot 
papers sorted out in the stage one according to the 
candidates, are recounted and checked by the five 
groups mentioned above. 

  At the end of the stage two the Chief Counting 
Officer should report to the Returning Officer, the 
number of votes polled by each candidate. A copy 
of this results sheet should be given to each agent 
who had signed in the results sheet representing 
each party. This enabled the candidates to note the 
results through their agents, and the trust on the 
results among the agents and candidates also could 
be propagated because they could tally the results 
with the Returning Officer's results. Two agents on 
behalf of a candidate with a laptop computer were 
allowed to be in one counting premises to prepare 
the results received through their agents obtained 
from counting centers. These facilities were 
arranged by the Returning Officers in the counting 
premises. 

 
  Stage three – Preferences are counted at this stage 

when there is no absolute majority to any 
candidate. When any candidate has not obtained 
50% of the valid votes in the whole island, the two 
candidates who had received the largest numbers 
are set aside and the second and third preferences 
marked in the ballot papers of other candidates in 
favour of the above two candidates are counted. 
Counting of preferences at the Presidential Election 
is not so complicated compared to  the counting of 
preferences in other elections. Preferences are 
counted directly from the ballot papers without 
recording them in the forms. The need to count the 
preferences has not arisen in any of the Presidential 
Elections held so a in Sri Lanka. However, whether 
any candidate has obtained more than half of the 
number of valid votes could be decided only after 
receiving the results of counting centers in the 
whole island from all Returning Officers. As this 
takes fairly a long time the Returning Officers has 
to retain the officers in the counting centers 
without releasing where the stage one has been 
completed, until the Returning Officers receive 
instructions from the Election Commission to 
release them. 

 
 9.6  Calculating and Declaration of Results in the 

Districts 
  In accordance with the Section 55 of the 

Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981, 
Returning Officers had to determine the numbers 
of preferences gained by each candidate after 
receiving the results of counting centers from Chief 
Counting Officers, prepare a decleration and 
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 forward to the Election Commission. Results of an 
election to elect President are collected and 
declared as one result. The result has to be declared 
by the Election Commission according to Section 
64 of the Act. However the results of districts are 
also declared on district basis because the final 
result depends upon the district results. It was 
decided to declare the final result after adding the 
numbers of normal votes and postal votes together. 

 
 9.7  Tabulation of Results 
  Returning Officers had to prepare the result for the 

electoral district, certify it and forward to the 
Election Commission. In order to make it easy and 
efficient the results were tabulated according to the 
polling stations in each polling division. The 
tabulated figure gives the result of the electoral 
district. Postal voting results are separately 
tabulated. The final result is prepared after that. 
The result is rechecked and faxed to the Election 
Commission and confirmed by telephone. 

 
  In the selection of a place to tabulate and declare 

district results, the Returning Officers were advised 
to consider several aspects such as easy access, 
transport facilities, electricity, security, fax and 
telephone facilities, internet facilities, and the 
feasibility of constant supervision. Every effort 
was made to use the auditorium of the District 
Secretary's office except in the cases where distant 
places had to be selected for the purpose of 
tabulating results. Elections Secretariat was 
selected for final tabulation and declaration of the 
national result as was done in the previous 
Presidential Elections. 

  
  As there is no provision in the Act to declare the 

result at the electoral district level it was not 
necessary for the Returning Officers to inform the 
candidates about the tabulation and declaration of 
results. However the District Returning Officers 
were advised to inform that the authorized agent 
and another person nominated by him could be 
present at the tabulation and declaration center, 
because such restriction would lead to false news 
and various suspicions. All candidates and election 
agents were informed that the candidates, election 
agents and another person selected by the 
candidate could be present at the results declaration 
center with date, time and venue, as the 
responsibility of declaring the result is vested with 

the Election Commission in terms of Section 64 of 
the Act, as mentioned above. As agreed at the 
meetings, the secretaries of political parties and 
one permanent representative of each political 
party were allowed to be present at the Elections 
Secretariat where the center of declaration of the 
final result was located.  

 
 9.8  Calculation of the Final Result 
 (a)  Arrangements were made for the agents to closely 

observe the tabulation of results because      the 
calculation of the final result was carried out in the 
Elections Secretariat. In order to allay the doubts, 
misconceptions and suspicions of agents of 
political parties about the process from the 
tabulation of results received from the counting 
centers at the district level upto the tabulation at the 
Elections Secretariat, the Commission had to 
conduct a discussion with media persons, agents of 
political parties and high level politicians, by 
which it was possible to educate them that it is not 
possible to make any change in the result 
intentionally and there was no room for the 
slightest mistake in the process. 

 
 (b)  In addition to the manual preparation of results, 

Information Technology Division of the Election 
Commission calculated and tabulated the results 
through computer with the assistance of the Lanka 
Software Foundation. The training given to the 
officers of the Information Technology Division of 
the Election Commission immensely helped in 
maintaining the calculating and tabulating 
procedure in addition to the assistance extended by 
Lanka Software Foundation. While calculating the 
results through computer technology, it was the 
practice from the days of the Department of the 
Elections, to engage a separate team of officers in 
the Secretariat to manually calculate the results 
received from the districts. Results were manually 
calculated at this election too, and they were 
matched with the results received by the 
Information Technology Division of the Election 
Commission and the results were announced only 
after ascertaining the clarity of results. 

 
 9.9  Preparation and Checking of the Final Result 

and Verification 
  The district result is approved only after tallying 

the results tabulated at the Elections Secretariat 
with the results transmitted by District Returning 

5 - CM 034518 
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Officers and ascertaining the clarity. In order to 
further verify the results, the results of each 
candidate were obtained through fax, by the 
Commission, and confirmed through telephone and 
in addition, the results sheets were scanned this 
time. Accordingly, the results of each counting 
center received by fax from districts were taken in 
two copies, one copy of which was sent to the 
place where the results are prepared manually and 
the other to the Information Technology Division 
of the Elections Secretariat to prepare the result 
through computer technology. 

 
  The result prepared at the District Results 

Preparation Center for polling divisions after 
faxing, scanning and emailing to the Elections 
Secretariat, the result received by each candidate 
from the counting centers was sent to the Election 
Commission after tallying with the polling division 
results. Results of polling divisions in electoral 
districts, numbers of votes polled by each 
candidate and the postal vote results were sent to 
the Election Commission.   

 

  Results received from Returning Officers and 
results prepared by all three divisions in the 
Elections Secretariat were submitted to the group 
headed by Commissioner General of Elections and 
consisted with Additional Commissioners of 
Elections, and other experienced senior officers, 
established in the Elections Secretariat. When the 
group was satisfied that the results were correct, it 
forwarded the results to the Election Commission 
to be released. The Commission in turn referred the 
result to another group of senior officers who 
assisted the Commission and the result was handed 
over to the Commission only after they did a final 
check. 

 
 9.10  Announcement of the Official Result 
  After verifying the accuracy of the final results the 

Election Commission took steps to release the 
results to the Returning Officers of the districts and 
media in the order of finalizing the results. The 

result certified by the Election Commission was 
sent firstly to the Director General/ Government 
Information. Results were issued at polling division 
level and electoral district level. Postal voting 
result was declared at the electoral district level. 
The result was issued to all local and foreign media 
by Director General/Government Information. 

 
  All the candidates were informed of the place and 

time of releasing the result of the Presidential 
Election 2019 as has been done traditionally in the 
past. They were invited to be present at that time.  

 
  The Election Commission had to declare the 

candidate elected as President with the numbers of 
votes secured by each candidate an reported by the 
Returning Officers of 22 electoral districts after 
verifying with the results prepared at the Elections 
Secretariat. Accordingly Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha, 
the candidate of the recognized political party 
named Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna secured 
6,924,255 votes out of 13,254,499 valid votes cast 
at the election, that is 298,005 votes more than the 
half i.e 6,626,250 votes of all valid votes. 
Therefore the need to count preferences did not 
arise. Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha was elected 
President according to the Section 56 (2) of the 
Act. On 17.11.2019 at about 2.00pm in terms of 
Section 64 (2) of the Presidential Elections Act No 
15 of 1981, Chairman of the Election Commission 
declared on behalf of the Commission at the 
Elections Secretariat that Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha was elected as the Seventh President of 
Sri Lanka. Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha and several 
other candidates were present at this time. The 
announcement that Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha was 
elected President had been published in the 
Extraordinary gazette No 2149/34 of 17.11.2019. 
This appears as Annexure 24 in this report. The 
numbers of votes received by each candidate in the 
polling division of electoral districts at this election 
are given in the Table 07 and the total number of 
votes polled by candidates and the percentages are 
given in the Table 08 of this report.   
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 10.  Expenditure on the Presidential Election 
  The Presidential Election was an election held on 

one day in the whole island. Facilities had to be 
provided for 15,992,096 registered electors to cast 
vote. There are several main areas where funds 
were spent. Priority had to be given to the 
emoluments and allowances of the staff, transport, 
welfare, training, security and general services. 
Facilities had to be provided to the candidates and 
their agents. There were problems of controlling 
expenditure because all these had to be carried out 
on time.   

  
  The total cost of the Presidential Election 2019 was 

Rs. (Mn.) 4,566.2. According to the electoral 
register 2018, the cost per election was Rs. 286.53. 

 
10.1  Cost of the Election 
  Funds to conduct the election are directly allocated 

by the Department of National Budget. Out of the 
allocations for the election Rs. (Mn.) 3,066 was for 
the direct expenses of the Election Commission. 
Rest of the funds were allocated to government 
institutions which provided essential services. 

 
10.2  Categorization of the total Expenditure for the 

Presidential Election 
  The expenditure of the Election Commission for the 

Presidential Election 2019 was Rs. 4,566,224,424.69 
This total expenditure can be classified according to 
the nature of the costs.      

  The largest percentage, 57.62% out of the total 
cost, had been for the payment of allowances. Out 
of Rs. 133.7m, the cost of services and other 
expenses, Rs. 17m has been spent for water. Rs. 
12m was for communication facilities. 

 
10.3  Funds allocated to other Institutions 
  Out of the funds allocated to other institution at the 

election, Rs. 1,500m was spent by the institutions 
including the Ministry of Defence, Police 
Department, Postal Department, Government 
Printing Department, Special Task Force, 
Information Department, and Department for 
Registrations of Persons. The percentage was 
32.81% where the total expenditure for the election 
was Rs. (Mn.) 4,566.2. The total expenditure and 
percentages of the institutions to which, the funds 
were provided by the Election Commission are 
given in the table below. 

 

 
  The cost of the services of the Government 

Printing Department was Rs. (Mn.) 349.8. Out of 
this expenditure Rs. (Mn.) 268 (76.6%) was for the 
printing of ballot papers. The balance was the cost 
of printing of forms, notices, posters, books and 
envelopes. Rs. (Mn.) 36.8 was spent for printing 
the official poll card. 

Chapter Ten 
 

Expenditure on the Election 

Nature of the cost Expenditure Percentage 
Staff emoluments, overtime, 
traveling and allowances 2,631,006,992.01 57.62% 

Vehicle rentals 249,112,817.90 5.46% 

Stationery/ office equipment 274,148,233.90 6.00% 

Fuel cost 160,741,596.46 3.52% 
Constructions and repairs 104,356,667.28 2.28% 

Welfare expenditure 228,083,081.95 4.99% 
Printing costs 397,299,599.35 8.70% 
Removal of illegal displays 42,215,520.74 0.92% 
Stamps & postages 1,668,360.35 0.04% 
Electricity 148,656,590.07 3.26% 
Facilities and services at the 
polling stations 195,211,344.48 4.28% 

Services including water, 
telephone and other services 133,723,620.20 2.93% 

Total 4,566,224,424.69 100% 

Institutions, to which funds 
were provided Expenditure 

Percentage 
of the 

Total cost 

Police Department 659,804,681.73 14.44% 

Postal Department 378,498,292.59 8.28% 

Government Printing 
Department 

349,885,284.94 7.66% 

Special Task Force 39,959,462.00 0.87% 

Civil Security Department 18,079,057.80 0.39% 

Department for Registration of 
Persons 

10,366,910.88 0.22% 

Ministry of Defence 5,025,771.28 0.11% 

Department of Government 
Information 

1,184,010.89 0.02% 

Other Institutions 37,582,240.69 0.82% 

Total 1,500,385,712.80 32.81% 
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  Expenditure of the Police Department was  
Rs. (Mn.) 659.8. Out of this allocation Rs. (Mn.) 
341.5 (51.75%) was spent on the allowances to 
police officers. With the approval of the Election 
Commission, additional vehicles were rented with 
Rs. (Mn.) 130.1 (19.71%). Fuel cost for the vehicles 
engaged for election work was Rs. (Mn.) 44.8 
(6.78%), removal of illegal posters and  banners was 
Rs. (Mn.) 42.2 (6.39%), stationery and office 
equipment was Rs. (Mn.) 35.5 (5.38%), welfare 
activities was Rs. (Mn.) 28.9 (4.35%), water, 
telephone and other services was Rs. (Mn.) 34.1 
(5.16%). Printing cost was Rs. (Mn.) 2 (0.3%). 

 

  There were several special activities expected from 
the Postal Department. Election Commission 
allocated Rs. (Mn.) 378.5 for these purposes. Rs. 
(Mn.) 365.6 (96.59%) out of these funds was for 
overtime, for stationery Rs. (Mn.) 8.3 (2.19%), for 
fuel Rs. (Mn.) 2.7 (0.71%), and Rs. (Mn.) 1.9 
(0.5%) was for other expenses.   

   
  Election Commission is concerned about the heavy 

expenditure for the election and it has decided to 
identify alternative methods to adopt in the future 
and reduce the expenditure.  
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 11. Observations and Recommendations on the 
Presidential Election 

  The objective of this chapter is to describe the 
observations made by the Election Commission 
and the recommendations thereto. Observations 
and recommendations on the engagement of 
government officers in election duties, deposits, 
postal voting facility, and amendments to the law 
are some of them.   

 
11.1  Engagement of Government Officers in Election 

Duties 
   It is only the government officers who are engaged 

in election duties. Postal voting facility is provided 
with a heavy cost to safeguard the voting right of 
the government servant. Allowances paid for 
election duties are enhanced. But there are 
instances where some government servants are 
trying to evade election duties with excuses of 
personal difficulties and pseudo medical 
certificates on various illnesses. If this state of 
affairs continues in the future, it will be difficult to 
employ the required numbers of staff in elections 
duties. If the government officers fall back without 
considering it as their duty and responsibility, 
election duty may need to be made mandatory to 
them. Those who try to escape from election duties 
would need to be dealt with appropriately 
according to the powers vested with Election 
Commission by the Constitution.   

 
  Some Secretaries of Ministries and some heads of 

government institutions support political activities, 
make statements promoting or prejudicing 
candidates, and express views about the ideologies 
of political parties and this is a huge obstacle to 
conduct a free and fair election. This unwholesome 
situation has arisen because the appointment of 
persons who are directly linked with politics, as 
heads of institutions. It is therefore necessary to 
reiterate that the laws which proscribe the 
engagement of public officers including executive 
officers, heads of government institutions and 
Statutory Boards and Ministry Secretaries in 
politics, should be reinforced in order to conduct 
free and fair elections and to prevent activities that 

obstruct the sustenance of a democratic society. It 
is essential that the authorities should refrain from 
appointing persons who are engaged in or having 
direct dealings with politics as heads of 
government institutions and as Secretaries of 
Ministries. 

 
  Problems have been observed when data of public 

officers were collected for the purpose of engaging 
them in election duties. Government institutions 
were instructed to forward information of all 
officers, but there had been instances where some 
institutions had not done so. Some officers had not 
submitted their data sheets. As this is not a healthy 
trend, it is necessary to make every head of 
institution responsible to send all information 
about officers in their establishments without 
reservation. 

 
11.2  Deposits 
  Various stakeholders have informed the Election 

Commission that the deposits made by candidates 
for the Presidential election, Parliamentary 
elections, provincial councils and local authorities 
elections do not commensurate with the 
expenditures of elections. As the deposits are of 
lesser values, large numbers of candidates are 
contesting the elections in support of other 
candidates. A case in point is that there were 41 
persons who made deposits and out of them, 35 
persons handed over nominations at this election. 
Violence escalates when the numbers of candidates 
go up and inflates the impact on the environment 
as well. Commission proposes to discuss further 
with the stakeholders and take steps to increase the 
monetary value of deposits. 

 
11.3  Postal Voting Facility 
  There are many who have pointed out to the 

Commission that they are unable to go to the 
polling station and exercise their franchise on the 
poll day due to the essential nature of their 
vocation. Stakeholders have proposed that 
arrangements should be made for the employees in 
the sectors such as health, private security, ports 
and airports, industrial zones, media, airlines, 

Chapter Eleven 
 

Observations and Recommendations 
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express ways, tourism, hotel industry etc to go and 
cast vote at an alternative polling station closest to 
their working places or to introduce the advance 
voting facility for them. It is essential that the laws 
are amended towards facilitating this requirement. 
Providing facilities for the migrant electors is on 
the cards for a long time, but laws are yet to be 
amended to provide this facility. Legislators should 
focus on these requirements at the earliest as they 
are some of the burning issues of the day.  

 
  The law allows to provide the postal voting facility 

for the candidates, but the period open to submit 
applications for postal voting lapses before the last 
day for nominations. It is therefore necessary to 
amend the dead line for postal voting applications 
as a date after nominations. 

 
11.4  Application of Electronic Technology 
  The dialogue on the use of electronic machine for 

voting has been their since the mid years of the first 
decade of 2000s. Several rounds of basic 
discussions had been held with political parties and 
with the then parliamentarians in this regard. It is 
necessary to take efficient and effective steps 
which should minimize the time and labour of the 
electors and election staff and also the cost. It is 
also necessary to keep in mind there are various 
opinions on the constantly changing nature of 
technologies, the prohibitive cost and the 
credibility of the poll and results. It is evident that 
some countries where this system was put into 
practice, have discarded the system due to the 
problems in the methods of casting of vote and it 
would be useful to explore whether the new 
technology could be used for the count and least. 

 
11.5  Amendments to the Election Law 

 The youth whose names do not appear in the 
electoral register, but have passed the age of 18 
years on the date of poll are making queries 
about any possibility of casting the vote at the 
election. Election Commission is of the view that 
this is not a sound situation in view of an all 
inclusive and free and fair elections and should 
be eliminated. Registration of Electors Act No 44 
of 1980 is proposed to be amended by 
introducing a supplementary electoral register for 
all citizens to get registered at any time they are 
completing the age of 18 years if they are not 

subject to any disqualification and treat it as a 
part of the electoral register and a draft Act for 
this purpose has been presented in Parliament. 
The issues would be resolved after the proposed 
Act is passed by the Legislature.  

 
 We observe that it is necessary for the 

Legislature to appoint a Parliamentary Select 
Committee to amend the current election laws to 
suit the needs of the day and revise the elections 
Acts and other related laws according to the 
suggestions and recommendations of such 
Committee. 

 
 Marking the elector with indelible ink at an 

election has been introduced in the year 1965 
and it is there in the Section 36 of the 
Presidential Elections Act. The objective of this 
system was to prevent the voter from casting 
vote more than once. The need for an identity 
document to establish the identity of the voter 
was not there at that time. But today the National 
Identity Card has been made mandatory for the 
voter to cast vote and there are also other 
recognized identity documents for the purpose. 
Even without any of those identity documents a 
voter in allowed to cast vote with the temporary 
identity card issued by the Election Commission. 
It is therefore a quandary today whether it is 
necessary to mark the voter with indelible ink 
although it is a legal requirement. It is 
recommended to reconsider the marking of voter 
with indelible ink in view of the cost that has to 
be borne, the need to engage an extra officer in 
the polling station, the extra time spent on it, 
where it is an unnecessary waste of money, 
labour and time and it is proposed to consider 
whether this practice is necessary in the present 
day's context and to bring in amendments to the 
law. 

 
 Delivery of official poll cards has to be done 

only through the Postal Department according to 
the prevailing legal provisions. Today there are 
problems in this practice and there are alternative 
methods that could be employed for the purpose. 
It is timely that the laws are amended 
empowering the Election Commission to take 
suitable steps.  
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11.6  Misuse of Public Property 
  Complaints received about the misuse of public 

property to promote  or prejudice candidates 
during the election period were at a low level at 
this Presidential Election when compared with 
previous elections and it is a satisfactory situation. 
Even in regard to the complaints of minor nature, 
suitable action was taken by the Election 
Commission. This would enable further decimating 
the misuse of public property is future elections. 

 
11.7  Management of the Use of Media 
  One would view that the "regulating the use of 

media" during an active period of election as an 
impossible and futile effort in view of the massive 
developments and new trends in the information 
sector today. However a majority percentage of our 
society still trusts newspapers, electronic media 
such as the radio and television as the sources of 
information. Candidates therefore, prefer the 
conventional media such as newspapers, radio and 
television to reach the elector in promoting their 
candidature and to present their political ideologies 
before the public. Media institutions play an 
important role in this regard. It is therefore 
necessary that the State and private media follow 
the guidelines issued by the Election Commission 
in reporting campaign work of candidates, in 
broadcasting daily news bulletins and other 
programmes. There are proposals that private 
media which support a particular political party or 
a candidate should be warned to voluntarily 
declare that they are supporting that party or the 
candidate and that such media institutions should 
not be involved in matters related to the election 
and in announcing results. These proposals are 
being considered by the Commission. 

 
  The Election Commission is in full agreement with 

the opinion that in order to conduct a free and fair 
election State media institutions i.e Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation, State owned companies 
i.e Independent Television Network and its 
affiliated institutions and Associated News Papers 
Ltd (Lake House) should function as State 
institutions and not as institutions of the 
government, not only during the election periods 
but also during other periods. Conditions in the 
licenses issued to electronic media institutions 
should be amended to issue licenses only after 

agreeing to follow the directives and media 
guidelines issued by the Election Commission in 
order to conduct a fair election. Legal provisions 
also should be amended enabling the withdrawal of 
transmission licenses of the private media 
institutions during the election period which violate 
the media guidelines or for the representative of the 
Election Commission or a Competent Authority to 
supervise the functioning of such media institutions 
during election periods. Frequencies used by State 
or private media institutions are a public property 
and therefore it is necessary to regulate them and 
prevent misuse during an election period at which 
the public opinion is freely expressed. 

 
11.8  Social Media Networks 
  Campaigning through social media networks was 

relatively high at this election when compared with 
the previous elections. There were complaints 
about social media that obstructed the conduct of a 
free and fair election  by promoting some 
candidates and political parties while prejudicing 
other candidates by hate speech, fake news, vulgar 
and distorted photographs, false and partial views 
defaming their good name,. Suggestions put 
forward to regulate this type of activities of social 
media or to supervise them during the election 
period, have to be carefully considered and new 
laws need to be formulated to prevent hate 
expressions, false news and broadcastings to make 
money, because the existing laws are not sufficient 
to bring about a control or to  regulate. 

 
11.9  Use of Religious Places for Campaigning 
  The Election Commission received complaints 

about using religious places such as temples, 
churches, kovils and mosques for campaign 
activities to promote candidates in the pretext of 
religious functions. It was a difficult task to 
investigate or to take legal action against such 
complaints, because there is a large number of 
religious places in the Island belonging to all 
religions, as the recognition and honour towards 
cultural background and religious freedom are very 
high among the people in this country. The 
Election Commission has contemplated about a 
formal programme to discuss with leaders of all 
religions and educate the clergy in charge of 
religious places before future elections and 
implement the provisions of the Section 78 of the 
Presidential Elections Act which prohibits the use 
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of religious places for meetings and functions to 
promote candidates and thereby take action to 
prevent illegal activities. 

 
11.10  Control of Campaign Finance  
  It is observed that the political parties, independent 

groups, and candidates spend excessive amounts of 
funds for their campaigns obstructing the freedom 
of the electors. This is not a fair situation by the 
opponent candidates who are unable to spend such 
large amounts for their campaigns and therefore 
they tend to deviate from the democratic ways of 
campaigning. It is therefore necessary to introduce 
a mechanism to control campaign finance in order 
to create a fair field for all contesting candidates. 
Civil organizations including election observer 
organizations have already forwarded proposals in 
this regard. It is essential to take steps to enact 
legal provisions to control campaign finances, and 
a draft Act has already been forwarded to the 
authorities. 

 
11.11  Airtime to Candidates for Campaigning 

through Radio and Television  
  At the time of enforcing the Presidential Elections 

Act in the nineteen eighties, the major electronic 
media in the country were the Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation and Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation. In terms of the Section 
117 of the Presidential Elections Act airtime in 
these two institutions were given to the candidates 
free of charge. But today there is a large numbers 
of State and private media institutions operative in 
the country. Due to the competition, the political 
parties and candidates prefer private media and 
cable television channels operating in foreign 
countries for their campaigns as they are more 
popular. It is an additional liability for the 
government coffers to provide airtime for political 
broadcasts in the State media during the most 
lucrative hours of the day, free of charge. The 
number of candidates of political parties and the 
number of independent candidates are increasingly 
growing up and all these candidates have to be 
given equal opportunity. Therefore the airtime to 
be allocated to them and the cost to the State is 
prohibitive. It is therefore proposed to update the 
relevant sections of the Presidential Elections Act 
considering all these factors.  
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 12. Evaluation 
  In many of the previous Presidential elections and in 

Parliamentary, Provincial Councils and Local 
Authorities elections violent incidents classified as 
very serious, took place and in some instances even 
murders were reported. However it is a victory by 
the people of this country to note that there were no 
any serious violent incidents throughout the whole 
election period from the date the nomination notice 
was issued i.e September 18, 2019 upto one week 
after declaration of the result. Local and foreign 
observer organizations which  observed the whole 
election including the observers of the 
Commonwealth have vouched that the election was 
held peacefully and fairly. The Election Commission 
respectfully thanks the President of the country who 
held the office during the election period and acted 
impartially and the Hon Prime Minister, Hon 
Speaker, Hon Leaders of the opposition, leaders of 
all political parties, their leading activists and 
members, all candidates who contested the 
Presidential Election, their election agents, other 
agents and supporters and all citizens of Sri Lanka 
who acted  without leaving room for violence.  

 

  It is commendable that there were no illegal 
activities reported in any polling station, counting 
center, counting premises or centers for the 
preparation and tabulation of results, and in the 
process of poll, count, and deceleration of results. 
The Election Commission is happy that there were 
no complaints of any obstructions to go to polling 
stations, or to cast the vote freely and secretly 
according to the wishes of the electors.  

 

  Although there are sufficient laws and all the 
powers, it is very essential that there is dedication 
of the leaders of political parties, party activists, 
electors and civil activists to conduct a free and fair 
election. Therefore the major portion of the credit 
of conducting election freely and fairly goes to the 
politicians who acted lawfully. Turnout at the 
election was 82 %  and it is a very high percentage 
under any circumstances. Therefore all the electors 
who exercised their franchise deserve the respect, 
gratitude and honor of the Commission.  

  There were complaints of a shooting at Tantirimale 
at a bus transporting displaced voters from 
Puttalam to Mannar on the poll day and an attack 
on the same day to a bus transporting displaced 
voters from Mannar, at Medawachchiya. Another 
incident of injuring three youths with a sharp 
weapon by an unruly youth was reported in 
Deraniyagala. These incidents had an impact on 
the peaceful environment which remained till the 
prepoll day. It is a consolation to the Commission 
that there were no any fatal or serious injuries to 
anybody. The Commission coveys its condolences 
to those who were aggrieved by these incidents. 
The police have been instructed to investigate the 
incidents and take suitable legal action, and the 
police reported that appropriate action has been 
taken. The Commission is constantly verifying the 
action taken in that regard. However the support to 
the Commission to curb such incidents by all 
citizens including the politician is their inalienable 
responsibility. 

 
  The Commission thanks all candidates, secretaries 

and activists of political parties they belong to 
permanent representatives of political parties who 
assisted in the activities of the committee to 
investigate the complaints and all those who 
supported the successful conduct of the poll.  

 
  Without the support of the secretaries of 

Ministries, all government employees from the 
senior most officer down to the casual employee of 
the public service and provincial public services, 
principals, teachers and other public servants, the 
election wouldn’t have concluded so satisfactorily. 
Thanks are due to all those who extended support 
to conduct the poll upholding the honour and 
respect of the public service. 

 
  Major portion of the election on behalf of the 

Commission in the field, was on the shoulders of 
the District Secretaries who functioned as 
Returning Officers and their staff. The 
Commission commends all those who performed 
their duties to the satisfactions of the Commission. 

 

Chapter Twelve 
 

Evaluation and Conclusion 
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  The Commission also thanks all Divisional 
Secretaries and their staff who coordinated the 
activities according to the instructions of the 
Returning Officers and also on Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections. The Commission is 
grateful to all Grama Niladharis who provided all 
facilities in the polling stations, welfare activities 
without any shortfall amidst many landships.  

 

  Invaluable are the services of Senior Presiding 
Officers and all public officers who functioned in 
the polling stations, roughing out, under trying 
conductions in most difficult polling stations 
without any grumble, and carrying out all the 
activities in the polling stations methodically, 
cheerfully and pleasantly, in order to safeguard the 
franchise of the elector whose identity was 
established by an identity document. The service 
rendered by them is most appreciable. 

 
  The climax of the election, the counting of votes, 

was a tedious task. The Election Commission 
thanks Chief Counting Officers and all officers and 
assistants engaged in this task loyally and patiently 
inside the packed counting halls. The Returning 
Officers were relieved in this operation, because all 
those mentioned above performed their duty more 
efficiently, correctly and rapidly than what has 
been experienced in other elections. Performance 
of the officers and others engaged in welfare, 
transport, hall arrangements, public utilities, postal 
voting, staff allocations and appointments, 
tabulation of results in addition to the activities 
directly linked with the process i.e  polling center 
duties, issues and receipts and counts was highly 
instrumental in the success of the conduct of the 
election. Commission is grateful to all of them. 

 

  Foreign election observers appreciated the 
engagement of a large number of female officers as 
Senior Presiding Officers and Chief Counting 
Officers and the fact that the majority of the poll 
staff in the polling stations, issuing and receiving 
centers and counting centers were female officers. 
They especially appreciated the willingness of 
female officers to undertake this type of tiresome 
activities. The services of female officers was 
significant in that they willingly undertook to serve 
in polling stations without any hesitation where 
only some basic facilities were available, hence, a 
special thank to those female officers who braved 
in a difficult task.  

  There was a series of strikes to win their demands 
in several services in the public sector after the 
publishing of the nomination notice. Some strikes 
were launched even before publishing the 
nomination notice. Some of these trade unions 
called off their trade union action after considering 
the importance of the franchise or after winning 
their demands or considering the importance of 
some indispensable services at this point of time. If 
the election is not conducted by the mechanism 
with the full participation of the whole public 
service or conducted without the members of the 
public service there will be serious obstacles to 
conduct it freely and fairly. The Commission 
requested the relevant authorities and trade unions 
to take suitable steps and arrive at necessary 
decisions after discussions and refrain from strikes 
in order to create a satisfactory situation where it is 
possible to engage all public servants in the 
election in an uninterrupted working environment, 
because a free, fair and transparent election could 
be held only if the maximum support of the public 
service is extended. Positively responding the 
request of the Election Commission, they all opted 
to discontinue all trade union actions. The 
Commission  extends its thanks to the leaders, 
activists and members of the trade unions of 
health, railway, education and higher education 
sectors who consented to come into agreements 
and create an industrial harmony, a situation which 
was essential to conduct a free and fair election. 
The Commission also thanks the Secretaries of 
Ministries and other authorities who reacted 
positively towards the demands of the trade unions 
and the Commission believes that the relevant 
parties would positively respond to the demands 
that caused to take trade union action. 

 
  In the first few weeks of the period of election 

there were only the officers of the Election 
Commission, civil officers of other institutions and 
the limited numbers of police officers attached to 
the Returning Officers, to enforce the election law. 
Immediately after the proclamation of the election 
these officers took maximum efforts to remove 
posters, cutouts, and banners and to prevent all 
illegal activities. Political activists understood that 
there is no purpose in engaging in such illegal 
activities and therefore illegal means of 
campaigning became minimal. This enabled to 
build up the public trust in a fair election. A special 
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thank goes to these officers of the Commission, all 
civil officers, police officers, drivers and assistants 
who engaged in these deterrent measures. The 
Commission is happy that an environmentally 
friendly and peaceful election could be conducted 
sans posters, banners and cutouts. The candidates 
and election agents who carried out their 
campaigns without posters, cutouts and banners 
also should be appreciated. 

 
  Election Commission is grateful to the Inspector 

General of Police and Senior Deputy Inspector 
General in charge of Elections, who cooperated 
unreservedly with the Commission from the 
inception of the election period. Senior Deputy 
Inspector Generals, Deputy Inspector Generals and 
other police officers, Officer In Charge of police 
stations in the provinces, all ranks of the police, 
and members of the Special Task Force assisted 
whenever their assistance was required, and 
worked with dedication to conduct a peaceful and 
successful election and their services are highly 
appreciated. The service rendered by all police 
officers in the National Center for the 
Management of Election Complaints and 
divisional coordination centers functioned on the 
poll day and before, was of very high standard. 

 
  The Commission is indebted to all police 

personnel and members of the STF who provided 
security to the polling stations on the prepoll day 
and poll day under difficult conditions without any 
hesitation. Our thanks are due to the head of the 
Civil Defence Department and the staff who 
assisted the Police Department in curbing illegal 
activities while providing security where needed 
and extended assistance to the Returning Officers 
whenever required. Gratitude to the Commanders 
of the Three Armed Forces and all officers who 
were always ready to assist the Police Department 
whenever the need arose. We are thankful to the 
commander of the Sri Lanka Navy and the staff 
assisted him in providing transport through the sea 
to the polling stations situated in the islets in the 
Northern Province. 

 
  Major part of printing related to the election was 

entrusted to the Government Press. Ballot papers 
were printed in the Confidential Branch of the 
Government Press under special security and a 
large amount of other required documents also 

were printed there. A special thank to the 
Government Printer and her staff for cordially 
cooperating with the Commission and printing the 
material according to the specifications of the 
Commission, within the time periods available. 

 
  Commission is thankful to the Post Master General 

and his staff in the Postal Department for 
delivering the official poll cards to the households 
of electors, assisting in the postal voting and in 
delivering urgent election mail. 

 
  Some electors who had applied for National 

Identity Cards were unable to cast vote because 
they had not received the National Identity Cards 
before the poll day. The Department for 
Registration of Persons printed a confirmation 
certificate, on a special paper in a very short time 
and issued to such electors which could be issued 
as a recognized identity document to cast vote at 
the polling station. The Commission is grateful to 
the Commissioner General of the Department for 
Registration of Persons and his staff for making 
this arrangement. All Grama Niladharis and estate 
superintendents cooperated with District Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioners of Elections in issuing a 
temporary identity card to those electors who did 
not have any valid identity document to cast vote. 
Commission extends thanks to the observer 
organizations who assisted in this process. 

 
  Sri Lanka Transport Board, Sri Lanka Railway, 

Associations of Private Bus Operators and 
Provincial Road Passenger Transport Authorities 
considering the election as a national requirement, 
supported the Commission by providing transport 
for the electors to go to polling stations to cast vote 
and return and helped an uninterrupted transport 
service.   

 
  The Commission commends the heads of all those 

institutions and those who engaged in providing 
transport services following its institutions and 
conditions. The Commission also thanks the 
private vehicle owners who provided vehicles on 
hire charges on approved rates when vehicles were 
required in addition to the government vehicles 
available. Additional power was supplied by the 
Ceylon Electricity Board to the counting premises. 
Telephone connections and internet facilities were 
provided by Sri Lanka Telecom. Additional water 
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supplies were made by the National Water Supplies 
and Drainage Board. The Commission thanks all 
those organizations and their staff for the services 
rendered. 

 
  A special thank is due to the Secretary of the 

Education Ministry and the officers, Chief 
Secretaries of Provincial Councils and Secretaries 
of Provincial Education Ministries for making the 
government schools available to use as polling 
stations and as counting centers, and the heads of 
those schools who agreed to release the facilities in 
the schools to be used for election purposes. We 
are thankful to the heads of Technical Colleges and 
Colleges of Education who made their premises 
available for the use at the election. Our respectful 
gratitude is due to the Chief incumbents of 
Buddhist temples and clergy of other religions who 
allowed to use the religious places under their 
custody as polling centers. We are also grateful to 
the owners of private buildings and lands for 
allowing them to be used as polling stations. 

 
  The weather conditions in the Island from the date 

of nomination upto the poll day were not conducive 
to hold the election. As a result of natural hazards 
such as earthslips, road blocks, minor and major 
floods, and strikes of lightening were reported in 
many parts of the Island. Amidst all these 
calamities various strategies were put into practice 
by the Secretary of the Ministry of Disaster 
Management, Director General of the National 
Center of  Disaster Management and its officers, 
officers and staff of District  Disaster Management 
centers and our thanks are due to the all of them. 
Secretary of the Ministry of Defence and his 
officers, Commanders of Sri Lanka Army, Sri 
Lanka Navy and Sri Lanka Airforce, Inspector 
General of Police and the staff of those institutions 
are mentioned gratefully for their assistance in 
need. Generally the Presidential Election falls on 
the months of November and December and even 
before the nominations the Commander of the Sri 
Lanka Navy pointed out to the Commission  that 
natural disasters could take place in these months 
and informed of the readiness required to face such 
calamities. We are grateful to him for enlightening 
the Commission on this situation. 

 

  Secretary to the Ministry of Media and his staff and 
the Director General and the staff of the 
Department of Information played an important 
role in the release of announcements and official 
result from the date of publication of the 
nomination notice in enforcing media guidelines 
and in coordinating media all the time. Media 
institutions and media persons cooperated with the 
Commission in providing correct information to the 
public and educating the electors. The Commission 
specially thanks the heads of media institutions, 
Chief Executives, news editors, news directors, and 
editors of news papers for their co-oparation with 
the Commission by following the media guidelines. 

 
  During the election period there were complaints 

about fake news and hate releases, through social 
media, specially through the facebook. The 
administrators of these organizations were 
informed about the complaints received in that 
regard. Commission thanks the administrators of 
social media for removing such material for the 
internet. 

 
  Commission is grateful to all public officers who 

rechecked at the Elections Secretariat the results 
prepared by Returning Officers and all the staff of 
the Information Technology Division of the 
Election Commission who took action to release 
results to the heads of media institutions and to the 
Sri Lanka Telecom who provided necessary 
information facilities for the purpose. 

 
  Some technical problems were experienced at the 

previous Local Authorities Election in the 
preparation of results and in the release of results to 
the media. Three months after the election, the 
Commission invited computer experts to discuss 
the problem. Consequently a workshop was held 
about the future programme and as decided at the 
workshop, preparation of a new computer 
programme commenced. The Commission is 
thankful to the Information and Communication 
Technology Agency, Ministry of Digital 
Infrastructure and Information Technology, 
Teaching staff of the Computer Division of the 
University of Colombo, Lanka Software 
Foundation and all those who contributed in the 
preparation of the information technology 
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programme including the information technologists 
who provided their knowhow voluntarily while 
remaining anonymous. 

 
  This election is historic, in that it is the election 

where the largest number of candidates contested. 
Because of this increased number, the Commission 
had to look for strategies to meet the unforeseen 
challenges. As one significant step, the secured 
cardboard ballot boxes were introduced to replace 
the wooden ballot boxes. But in the North and East 
it was decided to use plastic boxes. Our thanks are 
due to the Additional Commissioner in charge of 
the subject of National Elections and his staff, and 
the suppliers who undertook to turn out these 
cardboard ballot boxes and the other suppliers for 
completing the task in a short time while 
safeguarding the trust of the electors and political 
activists. We are happy that an alternative box in 
place of the wooden ballot box could be 
introduced.  

 
  Some civil society organizations supported the 

Commission by reporting the instances of 
violations of election laws, by trying to put the 
candidates and political activists on the right track 
of following the election laws, by supporting in the 
supply of temporary identity cards to those who did 
not have any identity document to go and cast vote, 
and by educating the public about the importance 
of exercising franchise. Commission is grateful to 
those civil society organizations. The Commission 
is thankful to the civil society organizations which 
listened to the advise of the Commission that 
complaints and reports should be forwarded to the 
Commission only if the facts can be proved true 
and reported to the Commission only such 
incidents. Involvement of impartial observer 
groups is very necessary to conduct free and fair 
elections and the Commission is earnestly waiting 
for the assistance of such observer organization in 
the future. 

 
  A team of observers of FEMBoSA was present in 

the Island at the invitation of the Election 
Commission to observe the election. These 
observers engaged is observing the election during 
prepoll period all over the Island. The Commission 
is of the view that the presence of the observers in 
the Island was instrumental is enforcing the 
election law in the country and in inducing the 

candidates and political activists to abide by the 
law. European Union and the Commonwealth 
engaged observers with the approval of the 
Election Commission. In addition, at the invitation 
of the local observer organizations, Peoples Action 
for Free and Fair Election (PAFFREL), Center for 
Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV), and Asian 
Networks for Free and Fair Elections (ANFREL) 
also fielded foreign observers. These observers 
observed the whole process of the election 
including the prepoll preparation and the 
declaration of results. The cooperation of the 
Election Commission was extended to their 
observation activities. Commission warmly thanks 
those observer organizations for sending the 
observers and the observers who actively 
participated in the observations. 

 
  The services of the Commissioner General of 

Elections, Secretary of the Commission, Additional 
Commissioners of Elections, Deputy/ Assistant 
Commissioners of Elections, Directors, Chief 
Financial Officer and Accountants, other staff 
officers, and the whole staff of the Elections 
Secretariat, members of the staff of the District 
Elections Offices, casual employees recruited 
during this period, officers of other government 
offices attached to the Elections Secretariat, 
reemployed retired officers, drivers and other 
assistants, who engaged fearlessly and relentlessly 
according to the instructions issued by the Election 
Commission, in the activities such as the 
preliminary organizational work, resolving the 
issues of allocating places for political meetings, 
illegal campaigns, involvement of public officers in 
political activities and misuse of public property, in 
order to maintain a conducive environment to hold 
a free and fair election, are highly appreciated and 
they are accorded with the thankful commendation 
of the Election Commission. Hadn't the whole 
staff, specially the staff officers in the Elections 
Secretariat and District Election Offices attended to 
all activities related to the election day and night 
for nearly two months, irrespective of weekends 
and public holidays, the conducting of the election 
freely and fairly wouldn't have been a reality. 

  
12.1  Conclusion 
  We would like to mention that the Commission 

took firm action in safeguarding the legal 
provisions of the conduct of the election, not with 
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the intention of promoting or prejudicing a 
particular political party or a candidate, neither 
with any ulterior motive of animosity. The 
Commission took maximum effort to prevent 
violating the law, to protect the voting right of the 
people, because the need of the day is to enforce 
the law so that the voter is able to exercise the 
franchise freely and fairly without any influence or 
persuasion. The Commission will act without any 
hesitation with the same objective in the future as 
well. We would also like to note here that the 
Election Commission and the Police Department 
will take legal and disciplinary action against all 
those who have acted in contravention to the 
election law and to the directives of the 
Commission. 

 
  The Election Commission has received many 

commendations for conducting a free and fair 
election. The Commission thanks all those who 
praised its work. The task of the Commission was 
only to perform the duties vested upon it or in other 
words, to create the conducive environment to 

express the opinion of the public without fear and 
count the ballot papers properly where the opinion 
of the public is written and take action to elect the 
President according to the accurate result and 
therefore the commendations received by the 
Commission are accepted modesty in the same way 
that we have accepted the criticisms in the past. 

 
  Once again we thank all those who assisted us to 

conduct the Presidential Election on November 16, 
2019 freely and fairly and state that the credit of 
holding such election should go to all of them and 
the Commission retains the responsibility of 
whatever oversight or shortcoming or drawback of 
any magnitude. 

 

 

   NIMAL G. PUNCHIHEWA,  
   Attorney at Law,  
   Chairman. 
 

Election Commission. 
01.10.2021 



55 

No. of the 
Annexure Subject 

01. Order under Section 2 of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/25 of 18.09.2019 

02. Appointment of 22 Returning Officers for 22 Electoral Districts 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/26 of 18.09.2019 

03. Notice under Section 7 (1) of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/27 of 18.09.2019 

04. 
Notice under Section 7 (4)(b) of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2108/41 of 31.01.2019 
List of Recognized Political Parties 

05. Notice under Section 8 (1) (b) (1) of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/92 of 22.09.2019 

06. List of deposits made 

07. 

Notice under Section 21 (1) of the Presidential Elections Act No 15 of 1981 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2144/06 of  07.10.2019 
List of candidates arranged in the alphabetical order 
Notice under section 31(3) of the Presidential Election Act No. 15 of 1981 

08. List of Authorized Agents appointed by each candidate 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2144/07 of 07.10.2019 

09. Map of Electoral Districts and Polling Division 

10. Member of Polling Stations Information on Building used 

11. 
Media guidelines under Article 104B (5)(a) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/87 of 21.09.2019 

12. 
Media guidelines under Article 104B (5)(a) of the Constitute of the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2146/39 of 27.10.2019 

13. 
Media guidelines under Article 104B (5)(a) of the Constitute of the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2148/21 of 05.11.2019 

14. List of Media Releases 

15. Allocation of Rupavahini airtime to candidates 

16. Allocation of Radio airtime to candidates 

17. Temporary Identity Cards issued by the Election Commission 

18. Electors reported Died and Abroad 

19. Leave for employees to cast vote 

20. Amendment to the Gaz. Ex. No. 2144/6 dated 07.10.2019 - for words and figures till 4.00 pm. of 
the words and figures till 5.00 pm. (Gazette Extraordinary No 2147/46 of 29.10.2019) 

Annexures and Tables 
List of Annexures 



56 

Tables Subject 

01. Staff requirements (numbers required) 

02. Staff sent to District Election Offices from the Elections Secretariat 

03. Vehicle requirements in the districts 

04. Categories of postal voting applications 

06. Counting premises for the Presidential Election 

07. Counting centers for the Presidential Election 

08. Results of the Presidential Election 16.11.2019 (Electoral Districts and Polling Divisions) 

09. Results of the Presidential Election 16.11.2019 (Electoral Districts) 

05. Number of postal ballots not marked in the districts 

List of Tables 

No. of the 
Annexure Subject 

21. Organization chart prepared by the Election Dispute Resolution Unit to enforce election laws 

22. 

Directions to prevent the misuse of movable and immovable property belonging to the State. State 
corporation or Statutory boards during the period of an election for the promotion or in prejudice to 
any party, group or candidate or obstructing the conduct of the election 
Extraordinary Gazette No 2141/52 of  19.09.2019 

23. 
Orders issued by the Election Commission relevant to Public Service Officers, in addition to Gaz. 
Ex. No. 2141/52  
(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2143/47 of 03.10.2019) 

24. 
Code of Conduct for contesting Political Parties/Independent Groups and Candidates of the 
Elections.  
Extraordinary Gazette No 2142/47 of  19.09.2019 

25. 
Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha, has been Declared Elected as the President of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka  
Extraordinary Gazette No 2149/34 of  17.11.2019 



57 

Annexure 01 

6 - CM 034518 



58 

Annexure 02 



59 



60 

Annexure 03 



61 



62 

Annexure 04 



63 



64 



65 

Annexure 05 



66 

A
nn

ex
ur

e 
06

 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

1 
19

.0
9.

20
19

 
 9

.1
0A

M
 

00
02

01
 

M
r. 

K
et

ag
od

a 
G

am
ag

e 
Ja

ya
nt

ha
 P

er
er

a,
 N

o.
 1

2 
/ A

, 
D

am
bu

ga
ha

w
at

ta
, 

Ta
la

ng
am

a 
N

or
th

, M
al

ab
e.

 

M
r. 

K
et

ag
od

a 
G

am
ag

e 
Ja

ya
nt

ha
 P

er
er

a,
 N

o.
 1

2 
/ A

, 
D

am
bu

ga
ha

w
at

ta
, 

Ta
la

ng
am

a 
N

or
th

, M
al

ab
e.

 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
W

.A
.D

.C
.S

ilv
a 

 
Y

es
 

2 
19

.0
9.

20
19

 
9.

40
A

M
 

00
02

02
 

M
r. 

Si
rip

al
a 

A
m

ar
as

in
gh

e,
 

N
o.

 1
70

 M
2,

 
G

od
ap

ar
ag

ah
al

an
da

 R
oa

d,
 

K
iri

w
at

tu
du

w
a.

  

M
r. 

Si
rip

al
a 

A
m

ar
as

in
gh

e,
 

N
o.

 1
70

 M
2,

 
G

od
ap

ar
ag

ah
al

an
da

 R
oa

d,
 

K
iri

w
at

tu
du

w
a.

  

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
K

.D
.I.

C.
G

un
as

en
a 

 
Y

es
 

3 
19

.0
9.

20
19

 
1.

30
PM

 
00

02
03

 

M
rs

. A
ja

nt
ha

 W
ije

sin
gh

e 
Pe

re
ra

, N
o.

 1
6,

 T
em

pl
e 

Ro
ad

, R
at

ta
na

pi
tiy

a,
 

Bo
ra

le
sg

am
uw

a.
  

M
rs

. A
ja

nt
ha

 W
ije

sin
gh

e 
Pe

re
ra

, N
o.

 1
6,

 T
em

pl
e 

Ro
ad

, R
at

ta
na

pi
tiy

a,
 

Bo
ra

le
sg

am
uw

a.
  

Y
es

 
So

ci
al

ist
 P

ar
ty

 
of

 S
ri 

La
nk

a 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

4 
20

19
.0

9.
20

 
10

.2
0A

M
 

00
02

04
 

M
r. 

A
. S

. S
en

an
ay

ak
e,

 N
o.

 
1/

25
0,

 W
at

hu
pi

tiw
al

a,
 

N
itt

am
bu

w
a.

  

A
pa

re
kk

e 
Pu

nn
an

an
da

 
Th

er
o,

 
Sr

i V
iv

ek
ar

am
ay

a,
  

N
ag

as
 E

lla
, P

am
un

u 
W

at
ta

,  
M

ee
rig

am
a.

  

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
A

. S
. S

en
an

ay
ak

e 
Y

es
 

5 
20

.0
9.

20
19

  
11

.0
5A

M
 

00
02

05
 

M
r. 

N
ish

an
th

a 
Ra

tn
ay

ak
e,

 
N

o.
 1

5/
27

, 1
st 

La
ne

, 
A

nd
ag

al
a 

Es
ta

te
, W

el
la

w
a 

Ro
ad

, K
ur

un
eg

al
a.

  

M
r. 

W
el

isa
ra

ge
 S

am
an

 
Pr

as
an

na
 P

er
er

a,
 N

o.
 1

5/
27

, 
1s

t L
an

e,
 A

nd
ag

al
a 

Es
ta

te
, 

W
el

la
w

a 
Ro

ad
, K

ur
un

eg
al

a.
  

Y
es

 
O

ur
 P

ow
er

 o
f 

Pe
op

le
 P

ar
ty

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

6 
20

.0
9.

20
19

 
12

.1
6P

M
 

00
02

06
 

M
r. 

Sa
ga

ra
 K

ar
iy

aw
as

am
, 

N
o.

 8
/1

1,
 R

ob
er

t A
lw

is 
M

aw
at

ha
, B

or
al

es
ga

m
uw

a.
  

M
r. 

N
an

da
se

na
 G

ot
ab

ha
ya

 
Ra

ja
pa

ks
e,

 N
o.

 1
31

6,
 N

el
um

 
M

aw
at

ha
, J

ay
an

th
ip

ur
a,

 
Ba

tta
ra

m
ul

la
. 

Y
es

 
Sr

i L
an

ka
 

Po
du

ja
na

 
Pe

ra
m

un
a 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

R
ep

or
t o

n 
ho

w
 th

e 
de

po
sit

 m
on

ey
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

de
po

sit
ed

 fo
r 

th
e 

 P
re

sid
en

tia
l E

le
ct

io
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

ye
ar

 2
01

9 
(a

s a
t 0

6.
10

.2
01

9 
) 



67 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

7 
25

.0
9.

20
19

 
10

.5
0A

M
 

00
02

07
 

M
r. 

A
riy

aw
an

sh
a 

D
iss

an
ay

ak
e,

 N
o.

 4
7 

A
, 

Fi
rs

t L
an

e,
 R

aw
at

aw
at

te
, 

M
or

at
uw

a.
 

M
r. 

A
riy

aw
an

sh
a 

D
iss

an
ay

ak
e,

 N
o.

 4
7 

A
, F

irs
t 

La
ne

, R
aw

at
aw

at
te

, 
M

or
at

uw
a.

 

Y
es

 
D

em
oc

ra
tic

 
U

ni
te

d 
N

at
io

na
l 

Fr
on

t 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

8 
26

.0
9.

20
19

 
 2

.3
0P

M
 

00
02

08
 

M
r. 

Sr
in

at
h 

Pe
re

ra
, N

o.
 

53
/6

, E
. D

. D
ab

ar
e 

M
aw

at
ha

, N
ar

ah
en

pi
ta

, 
Co

lo
m

bo
 0

5.
 

M
r. 

Si
rit

hu
ng

a 
Ja

ya
su

riy
a,

 
53

/6
, E

. D
. D

ab
ar

e 
M

aw
at

ha
, N

ar
ah

en
pi

ta
, 

Co
lo

m
bo

 0
5.

 

Y
es

 
U

ni
te

d 
So

ci
al

ist
 

Pa
rty

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

9 
27

.0
9.

20
19

 
 11

.5
0A

M
  

00
02

09
 

M
r. 

Ba
nd

ar
a 

Lo
ku

ge
 R

oh
an

 
U

da
ya

ka
nt

ha
 F

er
na

nd
o,

 N
o.

 
63

, K
ap

pi
tta

w
at

te
 R

oa
d,

 
K

al
ae

liy
a,

 Ja
 E

la
 

M
r. 

W
ar

na
ku

la
su

riy
a 

M
ilr

oy
 

Se
rg

iu
s F

er
na

nd
o,

 
N

o.
 5

46
, N

ew
 R

oa
d,

 
W

en
na

pp
uw

a.
 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
B.

L.
Ro

ha
n 

U
da

ya
ka

nt
ha

 
Fe

rn
an

do
  

Y
es

 

10
 

30
.0

9.
20

19
   

10
.5

0A
M

  
00

02
10

 

M
r. 

Be
dd

e 
G

am
ag

e 
N

an
di

m
ith

ra
, N

o.
 6

8/
2,

 
K

ek
un

ag
ah

aw
at

te
, 

M
ak

an
da

na
, M

ad
ap

at
ha

 

M
r. 

Be
dd

e 
G

am
ag

e 
N

an
di

m
ith

ra
, N

o.
 6

8/
2,

 
K

ek
un

ag
ah

aw
at

te
, 

M
ak

an
da

na
, M

ad
ap

at
ha

 

Y
es

 
N

aw
a 

Sa
m

a 
Sa

m
aj

a 
Pa

rty
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

11
 

30
.0

9.
20

19
 

 11
.1

0A
M

 
00

02
11

 

M
r. 

N
am

bu
na

m
a 

N
an

ay
ak

ka
ra

 A
km

ee
m

an
a 

Pa
lli

ya
gu

ru
ge

 V
aj

ira
pa

ni
 

W
ije

sir
iw

ar
de

ne
, N

o.
 7

16
 

1/
1,

 K
ot

te
 R

oa
d,

 E
th

ul
 

K
ot

te
, K

ot
te

. 

M
r. 

N
am

bu
na

m
a 

N
an

ay
ak

ka
ra

 A
km

ee
m

an
a 

Pa
lli

ya
gu

ru
ge

 V
aj

ira
pa

ni
 

W
ije

sir
iw

ar
de

ne
, N

o.
 7

16
 

1/
1,

 K
ot

te
 R

oa
d,

 E
th

ul
 

K
ot

te
, K

ot
te

. 

Y
es

 
So

ci
al

ist
 

Eq
ua

lit
y 

Pa
rty

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

12
 

30
.0

9.
20

19
 

 11
.5

5A
M

 
00

02
12

 

M
r. 

Sa
ra

th
 M

an
am

en
dr

a,
 

N
o.

75
/5

/B
, U

. L
. L

. P
er

er
a 

M
aw

at
ha

, K
ur

un
du

w
at

te
, 

Th
ud

el
la

, J
a 

El
a.

 

M
r. 

Sa
ra

th
 M

an
am

en
dr

a,
 

N
o.

75
/5

/B
, U

. L
. L

. P
er

er
a 

M
aw

at
ha

, K
ur

un
du

w
at

te
, 

Th
ud

el
la

, J
a 

El
a.

 

Y
es

 
N

aw
a 

Si
ha

la
 

U
ru

m
ay

a 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 



68 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

13
 

30
.0

9.
20

19
 

12
.3

0P
M

 
00

02
13

 

M
r. 

A
.  

H
. S

te
ph

en
, N

o.
 

67
8/

5,
 M

ut
te

ttu
go

da
, 

Se
co

nd
 L

an
e,

 T
al

an
ga

m
a 

So
ut

h,
 B

at
ta

ra
m

ul
la

. 

M
r. 

Pa
lle

w
at

ta
 

G
am

ar
al

al
ag

e 
Ro

ha
n 

Pa
lle

w
at

te
, N

o.
 2

8,
 O

ru
to

ta
, 

G
am

pa
ha

. 

Y
es

 
Ja

th
ik

a 
Sa

ng
w

ar
dh

en
a 

Pe
ra

m
un

a 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

14
 

01
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.1

5A
M

  
00

02
14

 

M
r. 

M
ud

iy
an

se
la

ge
 R

aj
a 

N
ih

al
 A

be
ys

in
gh

e,
 N

o.
 1

34
 

A
, S

t. 
X

av
ie

r R
oa

d,
 

H
et

tig
am

a,
 Ja

 E
la

. 

M
r. 

A
nu

ra
 K

um
ar

a 
D

iss
an

ay
ak

e,
 N

o.
 4

64
/2

0,
 

Pa
nn

ip
iti

ya
 R

oa
d,

 P
el

aw
at

te
, 

Ba
tta

ra
m

ul
la

. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 

N
at

io
na

l P
eo

pl
e’

s 
M

ov
em

en
t 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
M

.R
.N

ih
al

 
A

be
sin

gh
e 

 

15
 

01
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.4

0A
M

 
00

02
15

 

M
r. 

Ba
la

pu
w

ad
ug

e 
M

an
uk

ul
as

ur
iy

a 
Ja

ya
sr

i 
Th

us
ha

ra
 M

en
di

s, 
N

o.
 6

95
/

C/
1,

 K
or

at
ho

ta
 N

or
th

, 
K

ad
uw

el
a.

 

M
r. 

Ch
an

dr
as

ek
ar

a 
H

er
at

h 
H

iti
ha

m
y 

K
or

al
al

ag
e 

Sa
m

an
sir

i H
er

at
h,

 N
o.

  6
95

/
C/

1,
 K

or
at

ot
a 

N
or

th
, 

K
ad

uw
el

a.
 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
B.

 M
. J

ay
as

ri 
Th

us
ha

ra
 M

en
di

s 
Y

es
 

16
 

01
.1

0.
20

19
 

 11
.3

5A
M

 
00

02
16

 
M

r. 
Ti

sh
an

 M
an

ju
la

 
W

el
la

la
ge

, K
in

de
lp

iti
ya

, 
W

el
m

ill
a.

 

M
r. 

W
el

er
a 

K
ee

rth
ira

tn
e 

M
ud

iy
an

se
la

ge
 S

ar
at

h 
V

iji
th

ak
um

ar
a 

K
ee

rth
ira

tn
e,

 
N

o.
  3

2/
B,

 R
ad

aw
an

a 
N

or
th

,  
Ra

da
w

an
a.

 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
Ti

sh
an

 M
an

ju
la

 
W

el
la

la
ge

 
Y

es
 

17
 

01
.1

0.
20

19
 

 12
.2

5P
M

 
00

02
17

 
M

r. 
K

os
w

at
ta

ge
 K

os
al

a 
H

ar
ip

riy
a 

Pe
re

ra
, N

o.
 7

41
, 

Ta
la

ng
am

a 
N

or
th

, M
al

ab
e.

 

M
r. 

Po
lg

am
pa

la
 R

al
al

ag
e 

Ch
am

in
da

 A
nu

ru
dd

ha
, N

o.
 

10
0,

 N
iw

un
he

lla
, I

m
bu

la
na

, 
Ru

w
an

w
el

la
. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
K

os
w

at
ta

ge
 

K
os

al
a 

H
ar

ip
riy

a 
Pe

re
ra

 
Y

es
 

18
 

02
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.4

0A
M

  
00

02
18

 

M
rs

. K
. V

. D
. N

al
an

ie
 

Pa
dm

al
at

ha
, N

o.
 4

21
/3

, E
. 

W
. P

er
er

a 
M

aw
at

ha
, 

Pi
ta

ko
tte

, K
ot

te
. 

M
r. 

Sa
m

ar
aw

ee
ra

 
W

ee
ra

va
nn

i, 
N

o.
 4

21
/3

, E
. 

W
. P

er
er

a 
M

aw
at

ha
, 

Pi
ta

ko
tte

, K
ot

te
. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

rs
. K

. V
. D

. N
al

an
ie

 
Pa

dm
al

at
ha

 
Y

es
 



69 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

19
 

02
.1

0.
20

19
   

10
.4

5A
M

 
00

02
19

 

M
s. 

W
. M

. S
um

ud
u 

Ja
ya

m
al

i W
ee

ra
va

nn
i, 

N
o.

 
42

1/
3,

 E
. W

. P
er

er
a 

 
M

aw
at

ha
, P

ita
ko

tte
, K

ot
te

. 

M
r. 

A
sh

ok
a 

W
ad

ig
am

an
ga

w
a,

 N
o.

 5
9/

1,
 

Pu
tta

la
m

 R
oa

d,
 

A
na

m
ad

uw
a.

 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

s. 
W

. M
. S

um
ud

u 
Ja

ya
m

al
i W

ee
ra

va
nn

i 
Y

es
 

20
 

02
.1

0.
20

19
   

11
.0

0A
M

 
00

02
20

 

M
s. 

Pa
na

go
da

 D
on

 K
as

un
i 

K
au

sh
al

ya
 P

ea
rl 

Li
ya

na
ge

, 
N

o.
 0

7,
 S

um
ne

r P
la

ce
, 

Co
lo

m
bo

 0
8.

 

M
r. 

A
. S

. P
. L

iy
an

ag
e,

  N
o.

 
07

, S
um

ne
r P

la
ce

, C
ol

om
bo

 
08

. 
Y

es
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
La

bo
ur

 P
ar

ty
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

21
 

03
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.1

5A
M

  
00

02
21

 
Ba

tta
ra

m
ul

le
 S

ee
la

ra
th

an
a 

Th
er

o,
 N

o.
 1

85
, D

ev
al

a 
Ro

ad
, B

at
ta

ra
m

ul
la

. 

Ba
tta

ra
m

ul
le

 S
ee

la
ra

th
an

a 
Th

er
o,

 N
o.

 1
85

, D
ev

al
a 

Ro
ad

, B
at

ta
ra

m
ul

la
. 

Y
es

 
Ja

na
 S

et
ha

 
Pe

ra
m

un
a 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

22
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

  9
.4

5A
M

  
00

02
22

 
M

r. 
I. 

A
. K

. R
ah

m
an

, N
o.

 
16

3/
5/

85
/N

/1
/1

, M
eg

od
a 

K
ol

on
na

w
a,

 W
el

la
m

pi
tiy

a.
 

M
r. 

Ba
sh

ee
r S

eg
u 

D
ha

w
oo

d,
 

N
o.

 0
8,

 E
ra

vu
r D

iv
isi

on
  0

2,
 

Er
av

ur
 . 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
I. 

A
. K

. R
ah

m
an

 
Y

es
 

23
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.0

8A
M

 
00

02
23

 

M
s. 

Sh
ya

m
ila

 P
er

er
a,

 N
o.

 
9/

6,
 Ja

ya
nt

hi
 M

aw
at

ha
, 

V
iji

th
ap

ur
a,

 P
el

aw
at

te
, 

Ba
tta

ra
m

ul
la

. 

M
r. 

Sa
jit

h 
Pr

em
ad

as
a,

 N
o.

 
9/

6,
 Ja

ya
nt

hi
 M

aw
at

ha
, 

V
iji

th
ap

ur
a,

 P
el

aw
at

te
, 

Ba
tta

ra
m

ul
la

. 

Y
es

 
N

ew
 

D
em

oc
ra

tic
 

Fr
on

t 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

24
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.2

5A
M

  
00

02
24

 

M
r. 

M
oh

am
ed

 S
al

if 
M

oh
am

ed
 N

as
m

ir,
 N

o.
 6

9,
 

Th
ird

 C
ro

ss
 S

tre
et

, 
Pu

tta
la

m
. 

M
r. 

Ill
ia

s I
dr

oo
s M

oh
am

ed
, 

N
o.

 6
7/

3,
 M

as
jid

 R
oa

d,
 

Pu
tta

la
m

. 
N

o 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
Y

es
 

M
r. 

M
oh

am
ed

 S
al

if 
M

oh
am

ed
 N

as
m

ir 
Y

es
 

25
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.5

5A
M

  
00

02
25

 

M
r. 

W
an

as
in

gh
e 

A
ra

ch
ch

ila
ge

 R
an

jit
h 

W
an

as
in

gh
e,

 N
o.

 4
6/

C,
 

M
or

en
na

, Y
ak

ka
la

. 

M
r. 

W
ije

na
ya

ke
 

K
an

ka
na

m
ge

 P
iy

as
iri

 
W

ije
na

ya
ke

, N
o.

 3
/7

, 
Ce

nt
ra

pa
rk

, G
am

pa
ha

 R
oa

d,
 

Y
ak

ka
la

. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
W

an
as

in
gh

e 
A

ra
ch

ch
ila

ge
 R

an
jit

h 
W

an
as

in
gh

e 
Y

es
 



70 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

26
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 11
.2

5A
M

 
00

02
26

 

M
r. 

Ja
ya

nt
ha

 L
iy

an
ag

e,
 N

o.
 

14
/5

A
, D

ha
rm

ap
al

a 
M

aw
at

ha
, P

ol
at

ta
pi

tiy
a,

 
K

ur
un

eg
al

a.
 

M
r. 

Ja
ya

nt
ha

 L
iy

an
ag

e,
 N

o.
 

14
/5

A
, D

ha
rm

ap
al

a 
M

aw
at

ha
, P

ol
at

ta
pi

tiy
a,

 
K

ur
un

eg
al

a.
 

Y
es

 
Si

nh
al

ad
ee

pa
 

Ja
th

ik
a 

Pe
ra

m
un

a 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

27
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
   

12
.1

0P
M

 
00

02
27

 

M
r. 

V
ith

an
ag

e 
Se

na
dh

ee
ra

 
G

un
at

hi
la

ke
, N

o.
 5

53
/B

, 
G

em
un

u 
M

aw
at

ha
, 

U
du

m
ul

la
 R

oa
d,

 
Ba

tta
ra

m
ul

la
. 

M
r. 

D
um

in
da

 N
ag

am
uw

a,
 

 N
o.

 5
53

/B
, G

em
un

u 
M

aw
at

ha
, U

du
m

ul
la

 R
oa

d,
 

Ba
tta

ra
m

ul
la

. 
 

Y
es

 
Fr

on
tli

ne
 

So
ci

al
ist

 P
ar

ty
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

28
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
   

12
.3

5P
M

  
00

02
28

 

M
r. 

Ba
nd

ar
ag

e 
Sa

ra
th

 
Bu

dd
ha

da
sa

, N
o.

 1
37

/1
, 

G
ra

m
a 

Sa
nw

ar
da

na
 

M
aw

at
ha

, P
ol

w
at

te
, 

Pa
nn

ip
iti

ya
. 

M
r. 

Ra
je

ew
a 

W
ije

sin
gh

e,
 

N
o.

 0
8,

 A
lfr

ed
 H

ou
se

 R
oa

d,
 

Co
lo

m
bo

 0
3.

 
N

o 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
Y

es
 

M
r. 

Ba
nd

ar
ag

e 
Sa

ra
th

 
Bu

dd
ha

da
sa

 
Y

es
 

29
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

1.
00

PM
 

00
02

29
 

M
r. 

A
. S

rin
at

h 
M

. P
er

er
a,

 
N

o.
 4

28
/5

, S
un

et
hr

a 
D

ev
i 

Ro
ad

, P
ep

ili
ya

na
, 

N
ug

eg
od

a.
 

M
r. 

M
ah

es
h 

Se
na

na
ya

ke
, 

N
o.

 4
28

/5
, S

un
et

hr
a 

D
ev

i 
Ro

ad
, P

ep
ili

ya
na

, N
ug

eg
od

a.
 

Y
es

 
N

at
io

na
l 

Pe
op

le
s P

ar
ty

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

30
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

2.
45

PM
 

00
02

30
 

M
r. 

K
od

ith
uw

ak
ku

 
A

ra
ch

ch
ig

e 
Ra

jit
ha

 L
al

ith
a,

 
N

o.
 4

4,
 N

aw
a 

K
ol

on
na

w
a 

Ro
ad

, M
or

ag
as

m
ul

la
, 

M
r. 

Sh
an

th
a 

K
um

ar
a 

A
na

nd
a 

W
el

ga
m

a,
 

D
en

ist
on

 W
at

te
, H

or
aw

al
a,

 
W

el
ip

en
na

. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
K

od
ith

uw
ak

ku
 

A
ra

ch
ch

ig
e 

Ra
jit

ha
 

La
lit

ha
 

Y
es

 

31
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 3
.1

0P
M

 
00

02
31

 
M

r. 
J. 

M
. A

sir
i L

ak
m

al
, N

o.
 

58
, M

ih
in

du
 M

aw
at

ha
, 

V
ey

an
go

da
. 

M
r. 

A
ru

na
 D

e 
So

ys
a,

 
G

al
le

 R
oa

d,
 N

ap
e,

 K
os

go
da

. 
Y

es
 

D
em

oc
ra

tic
 

N
at

io
na

l 
M

ov
em

en
t 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 



71 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

32
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 PM
 3

.3
5 

00
02

32
 

M
r. 

W
ije

sin
gh

e 
V

el
la

pp
ili

 
D

on
 S

um
ith

 W
ije

sin
gh

e,
 

N
o.

 5
6,

 A
tti

di
ya

 R
oa

d,
 

K
aw

da
na

, D
eh

iw
al

a.
 

M
r. 

Ch
am

al
 Ja

ya
nt

ha
 

Ra
ja

pa
ks

e,
 M

ed
am

ul
an

a,
 

W
ee

ra
ke

tiy
a.

 
N

o 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
Y

es
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 N
id

ah
as

 
Po

du
ja

na
 S

an
dh

an
ay

a 
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
W

ije
sin

gh
e 

V
el

la
pp

ili
 D

on
 

Su
m

ith
 W

ije
sin

gh
e 

33
 

04
.1

0.
20

19
 

 3
.5

0P
M

 
00

02
33

 
M

r. 
Sr

i R
an

je
ew

a 
D

e 
Si

lv
a,

 
N

o.
 1

67
/1

/A
, D

ut
ug

em
un

u 
St

re
et

, K
oh

uw
al

a.
 

M
r. 

A
ja

nt
ha

 D
e 

So
ys

a,
 N

o.
 

13
0,

 O
lc

ot
t M

aw
at

ha
, G

al
le

. 
N

o 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
Y

es
 

Ru
hu

nu
 Ja

na
th

a 
Pe

ra
m

un
a 

N
o 

M
r. 

Sr
i R

an
je

ew
a 

D
e 

Si
lv

a 

34
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
 

 8.
40

A
M

 
00

02
34

 

M
r. 

K
ap

ila
 S

ap
um

al
 

Ba
nd

ar
a 

Th
em

in
im

ul
la

, N
o.

 
3/

1,
 S

an
ga

m
itt

a 
M

aw
at

ha
, 

K
an

dy
. 

M
r. 

Pr
iy

an
th

a 
M

un
ih

at
h 

Ed
iri

sin
gh

e 
, N

o.
 1

67
/B

, 
W

el
ik

an
na

, W
ag

a.
 

Y
es

 

O
kk

om
a 

W
as

iy
o 

O
kk

om
a 

Ra
ja

w
ar

u 
Sa

vi
da

na
ya

 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

N
ot

 
ap

pl
ic

ab
le

 

35
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
 

  9
.0

5A
M

 
00

02
35

 

M
r. 

H
em

an
th

a 
W

ic
kr

am
as

in
gh

e,
 N

o.
 2

/2
, 

K
ah

av
ita

 M
aw

at
ha

, 
A

tti
di

ya
, D

eh
iw

al
a.

  
 

M
r. 

N
am

al
 R

aj
ap

ak
sh

a,
 N

o.
 

16
, 2

nd
 L

an
e,

 N
aw

al
a 

Ro
ad

, 
Ra

ja
gi

riy
a.

 
Y

es
 

N
at

io
na

lit
ie

s 
U

ni
ty

 
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

36
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
 

9.
40

A
M

 
00

02
36

 

M
s. 

A
na

na
th

i S
as

id
ar

an
, 

A
m

m
an

 K
ov

ila
di

, 
W

el
w

et
ith

ur
ai

. 
 

M
r. 

M
.K

.S
iv

aj
ili

ng
am

, N
o.

 
08

, A
m

m
an

 K
ov

ila
di

, 
W

el
w

et
ith

ur
ai

. 
N

o 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
Y

es
 

M
s. 

A
na

na
th

i 
Sa

sid
ar

an
 

Y
es

 

37
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
 

  9
.5

0A
M

 
00

02
37

 
M

r. 
M

oh
am

ed
 S

ah
ab

de
en

 
M

oh
am

ed
 Ik

ra
m

, N
o,

 1
0/

18
, 

La
ke

 D
riv

e,
 C

ol
om

bo
 0

8.
 

M
r. 

M
ah

m
ud

 L
eb

be
 A

lim
 

M
uh

am
m

ad
 H

isb
ul

la
h,

 
M

et
ta

ic
hu

rc
h 

Ro
ad

, 
K

at
ta

nk
ud

i. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
M

oh
am

ed
 

Sa
ha

bd
ee

n 
M

oh
am

ed
 

Ik
ra

m
 

Y
es

 



72 

  
D

at
e 

 th
e 

de
po

sit
 o

f 
m

ad
e 

Ba
il 

tim
e 

de
po

sit
ed

 

R
ec

ei
pt

 
nu

m
be

r 
iss

ue
d 

Th
e 

na
m

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

de
po

sit
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s o
f t

he
 

ca
nd

id
at

e 

D
oe

s t
he

 
ca

nd
id

at
e 

re
pr

es
en

t a
 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y?

 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
re

pr
es

en
tin

g 
a 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
 

W
he

th
er

 th
e 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

cr
et

or
y 

G
en

er
al

 o
f 

Pa
rl

ia
m

en
t 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ob
ta

in
ed

 (i
f 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 

on
ly

) 

N
am

e 
of

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 
pa

rt
y/

 v
ot

er
 a

t t
he

 
tim

e 
of

 n
om

in
at

io
n 

by
 a

ny
 o

th
er

 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
ty

/ v
ot

er
 

w
ho

 is
 n

ot
 a

  
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
pa

rt
y 

Is
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
no

m
in

ee
  

re
gi

st
er

ed
 in

 
th

e 
20

18
 

el
ec

to
ra

l 
re

gi
st

er
 

38
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
 

 10
.0

5A
M

 
00

02
38

 
M

r. 
G

.A
.M

.P
.D

ew
ap

riy
a,

 
A

tig
al

aw
at

ta
, 

Th
al

am
m

eh
ar

a,
 P

an
na

la
.  

 

M
r. 

A
hm

ed
 H

as
sa

n 
M

oh
om

ed
 A

la
vi

, B
ad

ab
ed

da
 

Es
ta

te
, P

an
na

la
. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
G

.A
.M

.P
.D

ew
ap

riy
a 

Y
es

 

39
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
   

10
.1

5A
M

  
00

02
39

 

M
r. 

G
un

ap
al

a 
K

an
ka

na
m

ge
, 

N
o.

 2
0,

 Ja
ya

 M
aw

at
ha

, 
Be

lla
nw

ila
, 

Bo
ra

le
sg

am
uw

a.
  

M
r. 

G
un

ap
al

a 
Ti

ss
ak

ut
tia

ra
ch

ch
i, 

N
o.

 9
0,

 
Ja

ya
 R

oa
d,

 U
da

ha
m

ul
la

, 
N

ug
eg

od
a.

 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

r. 
G

un
ap

al
a 

K
an

ka
na

m
ge

 
Y

es
 

40
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
   

10
.3

0A
M

 
00

02
40

 

M
rs

. B
or

al
ug

od
ag

e 
Sa

ga
la

 
A

bh
ay

aw
ic

kr
am

a 
, N

o.
 

31
/2

0,
 F

irs
t L

an
e,

 T
em

pl
e 

Ro
ad

, M
ah

ar
ag

am
a 

M
r. 

G
an

e 
A

ra
ch

ch
ig

e 
M

ah
ee

pa
la

 H
er

at
h 

, N
o.

76
, 

G
an

go
da

 R
oa

d,
 K

eg
al

le
. 

N
o 

N
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

Y
es

 
M

rs
. B

or
al

ug
od

ag
e 

Sa
ga

la
 

A
bh

ay
aw

ic
kr

am
a 

Y
es

 

41
 

06
.1

0.
20

19
  A

M
 1

0.
50

  
00

02
41

 
M

rs
. D

ay
an

a 
G

am
ag

e,
 N

o.
 

34
7/

 A
, 4

th
 C

ro
ss

 S
tre

et
, 

K
ot

te
 R

oa
d,

 K
ot

te
. 

M
r. 

Su
br

am
an

iu
m

 
G

un
ar

at
na

m
, N

o.
 3

47
/ A

, 
K

ot
te

 R
oa

d,
 M

iri
ha

na
, 

N
ug

eg
od

a.
 

Y
es

 
O

ur
 N

at
io

na
l 

Fr
on

t 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 
N

ot
 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 



73 

Annexure 07 

7 - CM 034518 
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Annexure 09 
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Annexure 10 

  Number of polling stations and information on buildings used 

               

District 
Number of 

Polling 
Divisions 

Number of 
polling 
stations 

reserved for 
female 
voters 

Classification by Polling Station  

Number of 
polling 
stations 

Number of 
government 

school 
buildings 

Number of 
government 

other 
buildings 

Number of 
other public 

buildings 

Religious 
Places 

Number of 
temporary / 
other polling 

station 
buildings 

Colombo       1,166                9          1,043              72            102         363               95         1,175  

Gampaha       1,171              13             746              91              64         271               12         1,184  

Kalutara          540            105             386              35              21         148               15            710  

Kandy          825                8             584              47              80         123                 1            835  

Matale          324                4             270              16              12           29                -              327  

Nuwara-Eliya          485                3             417              21              21           22                 4            488  

Galle          712               -               367              74              42         229                -              712  

Matara          445               -               326              24                7         101                -              458  

Hambantota          413               -               260              72              25           56                -              413  

Jaffna          531               -               476              19              34             2                -              531  

Kilinochchi          100               -                 71              29               -              -                  -              100  

Mannar            75                1               75                1               -              -                  -                76  

Vavuniya          142               -               123              17               -             17                -              142  

Mulaitivu          134               -               102              33               -              -                  -              135  

Batticaloa          416              12             379              30              12             7                -              428  

Digamadulla          523               -               450              44                8           21                -              523  

Trincomalee          307               -               275                4              15           13                -              307  

Kurunegala          950                9             686              46              52         168                 2            959  

Puttalam          387              24             272              25              13           23                -              411  

Anuradhapura          634               -               425              26              73         101                 9            634  

Polonnaruwa          287                1             204              46               -             38                -              288  

Badulla          523               -               445              42                4           32                -              523  

Moneragala          351               -               267                9              46           29                -              351  

Ratnapura          627               -               466               -                30         118               13            627  

Kegalle          573                1             408              12              57           95                -              574  

Total     12,641            190          9,523            835            718      2,006             151       12,911  
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Annexure 14 

No. Subject Date 

01. Nominations, Deposits and conduct of the Poll 18.09.2019 

02. Display of Electoral Registers for the Postal Voters 18.09.2019 

03. Facility provided to the electors who are reasonably feared to go out and cast vote in the 
polling station assigned, due to prevailing conditions and cast vote in an alternative polling 
station 

18.09.2019 

04. To the attention of Postal Voters and Certifying Officers. 18.09.2019 

05. Deposits 19.09.2019 

06. Deposits 20.09.2019 

07. Deposits 23.09.2019 

08. Collecting information on dead electors and those who are abroad 23.09.2019 

09. Gazetting of Nominations List 24.09.2019 

10. Deposits 24.09.2019 

11. Deposits 25.09.2019 

12. Media Release on the Local Authority Election, Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha - 

13. Media Release on the Local Authority Election, Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha - 

14. Deposits 30.09.2019 

15. Deposits 27.09.2019 

16. Postal Voting 30.09.2019 

17. Deposits 30.09.2019 

18. Deposits 01.10.2019 

19. Deposits 02.10.2019 

20. Deposits 03.10.2019 

21. Nominations Procedure 04.10.2019 

22. Deposits 04.10.2019 

23. Breakdown of essential services due to the strike in the Public Service 06.10.2019 

24. Deposits 06.10.2019 

25. Decision on Nominations 07.10.2019 

26. Ballot Papers and Ballot Boxes 08.10.2019 

27. Election Complaints 09.10.2019 

28. Election Complaints 10.10.2019 

29. Notice under Section 21 of the Presidential Elections Act No. 15 of 1981 10.10.2019 

30. Summary of Election Complaints 11.10.2019 

Media Releases 
Presidential Election 2019 
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No. Subject Date 

31. Summary of Election Complaints 12.10.2019 

32. Summary of Election Complaints 13.10.2019 

33. Summary of Election Complaints 14.10.2019 

34. Establishing the identity of electors at the polling station is mandatory 14.10.2019 

35. Summary of Election Complaints 15.10.2019 

36. Postal Voting facility and the distribution of official poll cards 15.10.2019 

37. Summary of Election Complaints 16.10.2019 

38. Summary of Election Complaints 17.10.2019 

39. Requesting special transport facilities for disabled electors 17.10.2019 

40. Need to abstain from soliciting votes and distributing handbills in government offices and 
institutions 

17.10.2019 

41. Marking of postal ballot papers 17.10.2019 

42. Telephone numbers of the Election Dispute Resolution Unit 19.10.2019 

43. Summary of Election Complaints 18.10.2019 

44. Summary of Election Complaints 19.10.2019 

45. Summary of Election Complaints 20.10.2019 

46. Ballot papers will no be issued to the postal voters who fail to present a valid identity 
document 

19.10.2019 

47. Accompanying an assistant by debilitated electors 22.10.2019 

48. Summary of Election Complaints 21.10.2019 

49. Summary of Election Complaints 22.10.2019 

50. Summary of Election Complaints 23.10.2019 

51. Granting leave to employees to cast vote 23.10.2019 

52. Summary of Election Complaints 24.10.2019 

53. Summary of Election Complaints 25.10.2019 

54. Granting leave to employees of public sector and private sector to cast vote 26.10.2019 

55. Summary of Election Complaints 26.10.2019 

56. Summary of Election Complaints 27.10.2019 

57. Summary of Election Complaints 28.10.2019 

58. Prevention of the misuse of public property in local authorities 27.10.2019 

59. Removal of stickers affixed on three wheelers and all vehicles 27.10.2019 

60. Electors who return home from abroad to produce the passport 27.10.2019 

61. Summary of Election Complaints 29.10.2019 

62. Summary of Election Complaints 30.10.2019 

63. Preventing undue influence to the electors under Sections 78, 80 and 90 of Presidential 
Elections Act 

30.10.2019 
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No. Subject Date 

64. Marking of Ballot Papers 30.10.2019 

65. Summary of Elections Complaints 31.10.2019 

66. Right to release Election Results (IT Division) 02.11.2019 

67. Summary of Elections Complaints 01.11.2019 

68. Summary of Elections Complaints 02.11.2019 

69. Summary of Elections Complaints 03.11.2019 

70. Summary of Elections Complaints 04.11.2019 

71. Summary of Elections Complaints 05.11.2019 

72. Fake news by politicians and supporters about the candidate successful in the Postal Vote 05.11.2019 

73. Removal of notified election offices at polling district level Not signed 

74. Summary of Elections Complaints 06.11.2019 

75. Summary of Elections Complaints 07.11.2019 

76. Summary of Elections Complaints 08.11.2019 

77. Recognition of the confirmation letter issued by the Department for Registration of Persons as 
a valid identity document 

08.11.2019 

78. Summary of Elections Complaints 09.11.2019 

79. Summary of Elections Complaints 10.11.2019 

80. Summary of Elections Complaints 11.11.2019 

81. Summary of Elections Complaints 12.11.2019 

82. Removal of notified election offices at polling district level 12.11.2019 

83. Summary of Elections Complaints 13.11.2019 

84. Summary of Elections Complaints 14.11.2019 

85. Message issued by the Election Commission to the public officers appointed for election 
duties 

14.11.2019 

86. Summary of Elections Complaints 15.11.2019 

87. Summary of Elections Complaints 15.11.2019 

88. Summary of Elections Complaints 15.11.2019 

89. Summary of Elections Complaints 15.11.2019 

90. Announcement of the Election Commission 02.12.2019 
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Annexure 15 

Date   Time   

 19.45pm -20.00pm 20.00pm-20.15pm 20.15pm -20.30pm 20.30pm -20.45pm 20.45pm -21.00pm 

16.10.2019 - Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

Ajantha de Zoysa Mr. Rohan 
Pallewatta 

Mr. Warnakulasuriya 
Melroy Sergiyas 
Fernando 

17.10.2019 - Mr. Saman Perera Mr. A.S.P.Liyanage Mr. P. M. 
Edirisinghe 

Mr. Chandrasekara 
Herath Hitihami 
Koralalage Samansiri 

18.10.2019 - Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

Mr. Idurus 
Mohammadu Illiyas 

Mr. Sarath 
Keerthirathne 

Mr. Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

19.10.2019 Mr. A.L.M. 
Hisbullah 

Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayaka 

Battaramulle 
Seelarathana Thero 

Mr. Duminda 
Nagamuwa 

Mr. Ajantha de Zoysa 

20.10.2019 Mr. A.H.M. Alavi Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha 

Mr. Pani 
Wijesiriwardane 

Mr. Ketagoda 
Jayantha 

Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

21.10.2019 - Mr. Hahesh 
Senanayake 

Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

Mr. Sarath 
Manamendra 

Mr. Rajeewa Wijesinghe 

22.10.2019 - Aparekke 
Punnananda Thero 

Mr. Piyasiri 
Wijenayake 

Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunarathnam 

Mr. Siritunga Jayasooriya 
 

23.10.2019 - Mr. Sajith Premadasa Battaramulle 
Seelarathana Thero 

Mr. S. Amarasinghe Mr. Namal Rajapaksha 

24.10.2019 - Mr. Warnakulasuriya 
Melroy Sergiyas 
Fernando 

Mr. Idurus 
Mohammadu Illiyas 

Mr. Rajeewa 
Wijesinghe 

Mr. Piyasiri Wijenayake 

25.10.2019 - Mr. P. M. Edirisinhe Mr. Saman Perera Mr. A.H.M. Alavi Mr. A.L.M. Hisbullah 

26.10.2019 Mrs. Ajanatha 
Perera 

Mr. Sajith Premadasa Mr. Namal Rajapaksha Mr. A.S.P. Liyanage Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake 

28.10.2019 - Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunaratnam 

Mr. Chandrasekara 
Herath Hitihami 
Koralage Samansiri 

Mr. Aruna de Zoysa Mr. Sarath Manamendra 

29.10.2019 - Aparekke 
Punnananda Thero 

Mr. Pani 
Wijesiriwardane 

Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

Mr. Ketogoda Jayantha 

31.10.2019 - Mr. Amarasinghe Mr. Sarath Keetthiratne Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

M. Mahesh Senanayake 

02.11.2019 Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha 

Mr. Siritunga 
Jayasooriya 

Mr. Aruna de Zoysa Mr. M. K. 
Sivajilingam 

Mr. Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

03.11.2019 Mr. Duminda 
Nagamuwa 

Mr. A.S.P. Liyanage Aprekke Punnananda 
Thero 

Mr. Sarath 
Keerthiratne 

Mr. Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

04.11.2019 - Mr. Rajeewa 
Wijesinghe 

Mrs. Ajantha Perera Mr. S. Amarasinghe Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake 

05.11.2019 - Mr. Namal 
Rajapakshe 

Mr. Rohan Pallewatta Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

Mr. Sarath Manamendra 

06.11.2019 - - Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

Mr. 
M.K.Sivajilingam 

Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

07.11.2019 - Mr. Idurus 
Mohammadu Illiyas 

Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

Mr. Rohan 
Pallewatta 

Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

Allocation of Airtime for a Candidates 
Presidential Election 2019 

Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation 
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Date   Time   

 19.45pm -20.00pm 20.00pm-20.15pm 20.15pm -20.30pm 20.30pm -20.45pm 20.45pm -21.00pm 

08.11.2019 - Mr. Ajantha de  
Zoysa 

Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

Mr. Chandrasekara 
Herath Hitihami 
Koralalage 
Samansiri 

Mr. A.L.M. Hispullah 

09.11.2019 Mr. Piyasiri 
Wijenayake 

Mr. Mahesh 
Senanayake 

Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunaratnam 

Mr. Siritunga 
Jayasooriya 

Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha 

10.11.2019 Mr. Sajith 
Premadasa 

Mr. A.H.M. Alavi Mr. Duminda 
Nagamuwa 

Mr. Pani 
Wijesiriwardane 

Mr. P.M. Edirisinghe 

11.11.2019 - Mr. Ketagoda 
Jayantha 

Mr. Aruna de Zoysa Mr. 
Warnakulasuriya 
Melroy Sergyas 
Fernando 

Mr. Saman Perera 

12.11.2019 - - Mrs. Ajantha Perera Battaramulle 
Seelarathana Thero 

Mr. M.K. Sivajilingam 
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Annexure 16 

Allocation of Airtime for a Candidates 
Presidential Election 2019 

Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation 

Date   Time  

 11.00am -11.15am 11.15am -11.30am 11.030am -11.45am 11.45am -12.00noon 

15.10.2019 Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunaratnam 

Mr. Sarath Manamendra Mr. Ajantha de Zoysa Mr. Piyasiri Wijenayake 

16.10.2019 Mr. Ketagoda Jayantha Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

Mr. Namal Rajapaksha Mr. Aruna de Zoysa 
 

17.10.2019 Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanaye 

Mr. Siritunga Jayasooriya Mr. A.S.P. Liyanage Mr. Sajith Premadasa 

18.10.2019 Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

Warnakulasooriya Melroy 
Sergiyas Fernando 

Mr. Pani Wijesiriwardene Mr. A.L.M. Hisbullah 

19.10.2019 Mr. Chandrasekara 
Herath Hitihami 
Koralalage Samansiri 

Mr. Rajeewa Wijesinghe Mr. S.A.Amarasinghe Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha 

20.10.2019 Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

Mrs. Ajantha Perera Mr. Duminda Nagamauwa 

21.10.2019 Battaramulle 
Seelarathana Thero 

Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

Aparekke Punnananda Thero Mr.A.H.M. Alavi 

22.10.2019 Mr. Mahesh Senanayake Mr. P.M.Edirisinghe Mr. Saman Perera Mr. M.K. Sivajilingam 

23.10.2019 Sarath Keerthiratne Mr. Idurs Mohammadu 
Illiyas 

Mr. Rohan Pallewatta - 
 

24.10.2019 Mr. Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksha 

Mr. P. M. Edirisinghe Battaramulle Seelarathana 
Thero 

Mr. Namal Rajapaksha 

25.10.2019 Mr. Pani Wijesiriwadane Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunaratnam 

Mr. Sarath Keerthiratne Aparekke Punnananda 
Thero 

26.10.2019 Mr. Duminda 
Nagamuwa 

Mr. S. Amarasinghe Mr. Idurus Mohammadu 
Illiyas 

Mr. Piyasiri Wijenayake 

28.10.2019 Mr. Saman Perera  Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

Mr. Sarath Manamendra Mr. Siritunga Jayasooriya 

29.10.2019 Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

Mr. A.L.M. Hisbullah Mr. Rajeewa Wijesinghe Mr. Rohan Pallewatta 

30.10.2019 Mr. Aruna de Zoysa Mr. Sajith Premadasa Mr. Warnakulasuriya Melroy 
Sergiyas Fernando 

Mr. A. S.P. Liyanage 

31.10.2019 Mr. Ajantha de Zoysa Mr. Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

Mrs. Ajantha Perera M. Chandrasekara Herath 
Hitihami Koralalage 
Samansiri 

01.11.2019 Mr. Ketagoda Jayantha Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake 

Mr. A.H.M. Alavi Mr. Mahesh Senanayake 

02.11.2019 Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

Mr. M.K. Sivajilingam Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

- 

03.11.2019 Mr. Pani 
Wijesiriwardane 

Mr. Ashoka 
Wadigamangawa 

Mr. Duminda Nagamuwa Mr. Idurus Mohammadu 
Illiyas 
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Date   Time  

 11.00am -11.15am 11.15am -11.30am 11.030am -11.45am 11.45am -12.00noon 

04.11.2019 Warnakulasooriya 
Melroy Sergiyas 
Fernando 

Mr. Subramaniyam 
Gunaratnam 

Mr. Siritunga Jayasooriya Battaramulle Seelarathana 
Thero 

05.11.2019 Mr. Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake 

Mr. Sarath Manamendra Mr. Rajeewa Wijesinghe Mr. A.H.M. Alavi 

06.11.2019 Mr. Saman Perera Mr. Chandrasekara Herath 
Hitihami Koralalage 
Samansiri 

Mr. Sajith Premadasa Mr. S. Amrasinghe 

07.11.2019 Mr. Samaraweera 
Weerawanni 

Mr. Aruna de Zoysa Mr. Ajantha de Zoysa Mr. M. K. Sivajilingam 

08.11.2019 Mr. P.M. Edirisinghe Mr. Ariyawansha 
Dissanayake 

Mr. Sarath Keerthiratne Mr. A.L.M. Hisbullah 
 

09.11.2019 Mr. Rohan Pallewatta Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksha Mr. Mahesh Senanayake Mr. Piyasiri Wijenayake 

11.11.2019 Mr. Anuruddha 
Polgampala 

Mrs. Ajantha Perera Mr. Namal Rajapaksha Mr. Bedde Gamage 
Nandimithra 

12.11.2019 Mr. Ketagoda Jayantha Aparekke Punnananda 
Thero 

Mr. A.S.P. Liyanage - 
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District 
Countersigned by Deputy/ 
Assistant Commissioner of 

Elections 

Countersigned by Divisional 
Secretary/ Grama Niladhari Total 

Colombo                            1                        8,748                  8,749  

Gampaha                           -                        16,728                16,728  

Kalutara                           -                        13,408                13,408  

Kandy                           -                        14,907                14,907  

Matale                        202                        6,702                  6,904  

Nuwara-Eliya                          13                        8,795                  8,808  

Galle                     5,780                        4,823                10,603  

Matara                     8,468                           198                  8,666  

Hambantota                     8,528                        1,232                  9,760  

Jaffna                          17                        2,172                  2,189  

Killinochchi                        262                           488                     750  

Mannar                          61                           453                     514  

Vavuniya                        598                              -                       598  

Mulaitivu                           -                                -                          -    

Batticaloa                     2,148                              -                    2,148  

Digamadulla                           -                                -                    8,402  

Trincomalee                     4,009                              -                    4,009  

Kurunegala                           -                        18,008                18,008  

Puttalam                     2,397                        4,747                  7,144  

Anuradhapura                          15                      12,731                12,746  

Polonnaruwa                            6                        6,298                  6,304  

Badulla                           -                          9,283                  9,283  

Moneragala                           -                          4,385                  4,385  

Ratnapura                        762                      17,221                17,983  

Kegalle                          75                      12,029                12,104  

Total                   33,342                    163,356              196,698  

Temporary Identity Cards issued by Election Commission 

Annexure 17 
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District Number of voters reported dead Number of voters reported to have 
gone abroad 

Colombo                               7,599                                     6,775  

Gampaha                             14,577                                   21,035  

Kalutara                               8,504                                     9,265  

Kandy                               9,244                                   16,428  

Matale                               4,356                                     6,662  

Nuwara-Eliya                               3,548                                     2,579  

Galle                               9,278                                   13,202  

Matara                               6,501                                     7,728  

Hambantota                               4,263                                     5,655  

Jaffna                               4,559                                     6,684  

Killinochchi                                   605                                     1,422  

Mannar                                   675                                     1,344  

Vavuniya                                   808                                        892  

Mulaitivu                                   499                                        969  

Batticaloa                               2,973                                   15,712  

Digamadulla                               4,375                                     7,063  

Trincomalee                               1,956                                     4,512  

Kurunegala                             14,643                                   27,823  

Puttalam                               5,303                                   19,185  

Anuradhapura                               7,320                                     5,604  

Polonnaruwa                               2,823                                     5,246  

Badulla                               5,558                                     3,600  

Moneragala                               2,524                                     1,780  

Ratnapura                               7,901                                     5,275  

Kegalle                               6,803                                     8,778  

Total                           137,195                                205,218  

Information on voters who have died and  reported to be overseas 

Annexure 18 
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Annexure 19 
Media Release No.  51 
  
 
 
 

 
Presidential Election – 2019.11.16 

Leave to Employees to enable them to Cast Vote 
 
The provisions of Section 110 of the Presidential Elections Act, No. 15 of 1981 in regard to the granting of leave to 
employees to enable them to cast vote at the Presidential Election to be held on 16.11.2019 are reproduced below for 
the information of employers and employees. 
 
110. (1) Any person, being the employer of any other person who is entitled to vote in person at an election, 
shall, upon application in writing in that behalf made by such other person, grant such other person leave, in 
writing without loss of pay, for such continuous period (not less than four hours in duration) as that person 
may deem sufficient to enable such other person to vote in person at that election. 
 
(1 A) Every employer shall prepare a statement setting out- 

the names of the persons applying for leave under Sub-section (1); and  
the names of the persons granted leave under that Sub-section and the periods for which such person 

have been granted such leave, 
and shall cause such statement to be conspicuously exhibited at the place of employment. 

 
(2)  Any person who con.ravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of Sub-section (1) of Sub-section 

(1A) shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be 
liable to a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Rupees, or to imprisonment of either description for a 
term not exceeding one month, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

 
 02. In terms of the provisions of the above section, leave necessary for the purpose of voting should be afforded to 

every employee requesting such leave in writing. The period of leave so permitted should be considered as 
special full pay leave in the case of all employees including casual employees and should be outside the 
employees' normal leave entitlement. 

 
 03. The period of time available to the employees for this purpose has to be determined by the employer on the 

distance an employee has to travel from his working place to the polling station, and back to his working place.  
 
 04. Since there have been several complaints from the employees at previous elections regarding the problems in 

obtaining leave required by law, all employers both in the public and private sectors are requested to comply 
with the legal requirement, and grant leave to the employees, to enable them to cast vote at the forthcoming 
Presidential Election. 

 
 05. The poll will take place on Saturday 16th November 2019 from 7.00 am to 4.00 p.m. 
 
 06. The co-operation of all employers in this connection will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

  MAHINDA DESHAPRIYA, 
  Chairman, Election Commission, 
  (for the Election Commission) 

Election Commission, 
Sarana Mawatha, 
Rajagiriya. 
23rd October 2019 

Election Commission 
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Serial 
Number District Assistant Returning Officers Senior Presiding Officers Total 

1. Colombo 818 1,379 2,197 

2. Gampaha 534 369 903 

3. Kalutara 707 75 782 

4. Kandy - - - 

5. Matale 114 - 114 

6. Nuwara-Eliya 168 - 168 

7. Galle 40 - 40 

8. Matara 102 - 102 

9. Hambantota 89 10 99 

10. Jaffna 35 - 35 

11. Mannar 6 - 6 

12. Vavuniya 12 - 12 

13. Mulaitivu 7 - 7 

14. Killinochchi 5 - 5 

15. Batticaloa 48 - 48 

16. Ampara 57 - 57 

17. Trincomalee 10 - 10 

18. Kurunegala 5 - 5 

19. Puttalam 193 100 293 

20. Anuradhapura 30 55 85 

21. Polonnaruwa 52 - 52 

22. Badulla 30 - 30 

23. Moneragala 139 - 139 

24. Ratnapura 119 - 119 

25. Kegalle 52 - 52 

Total 3,372 1,988 5,360 

Officers deployed to each district from the Elections Secretariat pool at officers 

Table  02 

10 - CM 034518 
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Table  03 

 

Serial 
No. 

District Cars Vans Jeeps Cabs Buses Crew 
Cabs 

Lories Others 

1 Colombo 130 135 25 225 360 10 5  

2 Gampaha 13 447 25 225 194 15 18 13 

3 Kalutara 30 260 50 260 77 10 10  

4 Galle 25 255 25 180 156 4 8  

5 Matara  165 160 90 11 5  

6 Hambantota  242 24 158 42 4 5  

7 Kandy  545 100 250 49 15 5  

8 Matale  200 50 130 62  3  

9 Nuwara-Eliya  300 13 93 62 9 5 35 

10 Anuradhapura  650  150 20 2 2 1 

11 Polonnaruwa 50 171 40 140 43 3 3  

12 Moneragala  122 40 275 38 8 9  

13 Badulla  310 30 250 69 15 10  

14 Jaffna 173 212 7 5  

15 Mannar 2 30 5 75 49  2  

16 Vavuniya 1 11 6 72 1 3 1  

17 Killinochchi 1 26 3 38 47  1  

18 Mulaitivu 3 14 1 39 49 9 2  

19 Ampara  224 32 190 103 6 5  

20 Batticaloa 2 39 20 160 91 10 4  

21 Trincomalee  37  127 55 7 7  

22 Kurunegala 40 530 50 240 150 30 10  

23 Puttalam  495  215 15 10 5 5 

24 Kegalle 5 100 28 100 220 8 2  

25 Ratnapura 6 157 19 198 112 5 10  

Total 

890 

950 

697 

653 

431 

475 

964 

445 

517 

825 

450 

492 

684 

397 

163 

95 

116 

117 

560 

326 

233 

1050 

745 

463 

507 

Vehicle Requirements in the Districts 
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Number of Postal Ballot Papers Unmarked 

District Number of Postal Ballot 
Papers Issued 

Number of Postal 
Ballot Papers 

Unmarked 

% of Unmarked   Postal 
Ballot Papers     

Colombo                33,920                      324  0.96 

Gampaha                48,614                      396  0.81 

Kalutara                35,217                      338  0.96 

Kandy                55,936                      431  0.77 

Matale                21,294                      174  0.82 

Nuwara-Eliya                18,124                      142  0.78 

Galle                38,045                      278  0.73 

Matara                28,239                      247  0.87 

Hambantota                19,335                      196  1.01 

Jaffna                19,173                      209  1.09 

Killinochchi                  2,868                         41  1.43 

Mannar                  4,009                         30  0.75 

Vavuniya                  4,140                         41  0.99 

Mulaitivu                  2,845                           6  0.21 

Batticaloa                11,522                         73  0.63 

Ampara                24,260                      223  0.92 

Trincomalee                14,148                         90  0.64 

Kurunegala                75,956                      612  0.81 

Puttalam                13,753                      154  1.12 

Anuradhapura                49,101                      459  0.93 

Polonnaruwa                17,236                      174  1.01 

Badulla                36,680                      255  0.70 

Moneragala                22,330                      231  1.03 

Ratnapura                29,715                      246  0.83 

Kegalle                32,569                      299  0.92 

Total              659,029                   5,669  0.86 

Table  05 
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Table  06 

Number of Postal Ballot Papers Unmarked 
Electoral District Number of Premises Places where Counting Centers were located 

Colombo  2  
Royal Collage, Colombo 07 
D.S. Senanayake Vidyalaya, Colombo 07 

2  
 Vidyaloka Vidyalaya, Pattalagedara, Weyangoda 
College of Advanced Technology, Niwala 

Kalutara       2   
Pasdunrata National College, Dediyawala, Kalutara 
Museus Junior College, Dediyawala, Kalutara 

Kandy  3  
Mahaweli National Faculty of Education, Polgolla 
Open University, Polgolla 
Kandy Model School, Polgolla 

Matale  2  
Christian Theological College, Matale 

District Secretariat, Malale 

Nuwara-Eliya 1 Gamini National School, Nuwara Eliya 

Galle  3  

Sri Hrudaya Convent Girls' College, Kaluwella, Galle 
College of Technology, Kaluwella, Galle 

District Secretariat, Galle 

Matara  2  
Technical College, Matara 
District Secretariat, Matara 

Hambantota 1 Suchi National School, Hambantota 
Jaffna 1 Central College, Jaffna 
Killinochchi 1 District Secretariat, Kilinochchi 
Mannar 1 District Secretariat, Mannar 
Vavuniya 1 District Secretariat, Vavuniya 
Mulaitivu 1 Mullaitivu Maha Vidyalaya 
Batticaloa 1 Hindu College, Batticaloa 

Digamadulla 1 Hardy Institute of Advance Technology, Ampara 

Trincomalee 1 Technical College, Trincomalee 

Kurunegala  4  

Technical College, Kurunegala 
Primary Division, North Western Royal College, Kurunegala 
Maliyadeva Boys' College, Kurunegala 

Wewegedara Defence Services College, Wewegedara 

Puttalam  2  
Zahira Central College, Puttalam 

Fatima Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Puttalam 
Anuradhapura 1 Central College, Anuradhapura 

Polonnaruwa 1 Pulathisi National Collge of Education, Polonnaruwa 

Badulla  3  
Badulla Central Collge 
Uva Institute of Advanced Technology, Badulupitiya 
District Secretariat, Badulla 

Moneragala 1 Mo/Royal National School, Moneragala 

Ratnapura  3  

Technical College, Ratnapura 

District Secretariat, Ratnapura 

College of Advanced Technology, Ratnapura 

Kegalle  2  
Technical College, Kegalle 

Ke/Balika Vidyalaya, Kegalle 

Gampaha  
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Table  08 

A-Colombo North 

B-Colombo Central 

C-Borella  

D-Colombo East 

E-Colombo West 

F-Dehiwala 

G-Ratmalana 

H-Kolonnawa 

I-Kotte 

J-Kaduwela 

K-Avissawella 

L-Homagama 

M-Maharagama 

N-Kesbewa 

O-Moratuwa 

Postal Votes 

Total 
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