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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1. 

484/2025 

Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah,—To ask the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious 

and Cultural Affairs,— (1) 

(a) Is he aware that— 

(i) there is no training center to obtain a formal training for teachers 

employed in Arabic schools registered with the Department of 

Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs; and 

(ii) consequently, there is no possibility for those teachers to receive a 

proper training they need for teaching?  

(b) Is he also aware that— 

(i) there is no training centre for Imams and Muadhdhins serving in 

Mosques to receive a formal training; and 

(ii) consequently, there is no possibility for them to receive a proper 

training they need for performing their duties? 

(c) Will he inform this House whether steps will be taken to establish a 

training center to provide formal training to teachers teaching in Arabic 

schools and to Imams and Muadhdhins serving in mosques? 

(d) If not, why? 

2. 

497/2025 

Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara,—To ask the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious 

and Cultural Affairs,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the number of Cultural Centers currently existing in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) of the main function performed by the Cultural Centers referred to 
above in promoting cultural activities; 

(iii) of the number of art institutions operating under Provincial Cultural 
Departments; 



 

(2) 

 

 (iv) of the function of such art institutions; and 

(v) whether there are any registered art institutions that are not in an 
active state at present? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) of the total amount spent by the government for the Annual Literary 
Festival conducted by Divisional Secretariats in 2024; 

(ii) of the amount allocated to each Divisional Secretariat Division for 
the Literary Festival,  separately; 

(iii) whether the amount concerned is sufficient; and 

(iv) if not, of the measures that will be taken in that regard? 

(c) If not, why? 

3. 
499/2025 

Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney at Law,—To ask the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of jobs made available to Sri Lanka by the Israeli 

Government; 

(ii) of the number of such jobs in each sector, namely agriculture, 

construction, hospitality and manufacturing, separately; 

(iii) of the number of Sri Lankans who have been sent to Israel for 

employment so far; 

(iv) whether he is aware that about 2400 applicants have not been sent to 

Israel for employment so far even though almost a year has elapsed 

since they passed all the tests and obtained medical reports ; 

(v) if so, of the reasons for that; 

(vi) of the measures that have been taken to send them to Israel for 

employment expeditiously? 

(b) If not, why? 

4. 

513/2025 

Hon. Padmasiri Bandara,—To ask the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and 

Irrigation,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of tanks that are currently in need of renovation out 

of the tanks in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) whether it has been planned to renovate the tanks referred to above; 

and     

(iii) if so, of the date on which the renovation work will be commenced? 

(b) If not, why?   



 

(3) 

 

 
5. 

515/2025 

Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika,—To ask the Minister of Health and Mass Media,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) whether he is aware that propaganda of a nature which defame the 

government has been published on social media regarding the 

commemoration of the dead persons of the Northern Province of Sri 

Lanka; 

(ii) of the legal provisions currently in force against the making of 

organized racist, religious and hateful statements on social media; 

(iii) of the Acts most frequently used in the past out of those referred to 

above; 

(iv) whether a course of action has been developed to prevent the 

defame caused to the government by the failure to promptly give 

the correct factual explanation of the government after 

misinformation has been disseminated by the media; 

(v) of the measures that will be taken to rectify this situation and to 

avoid any recurrences of such in the future? 

(b) If not, why? 

 

 

AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  BUSINESS 

Notice  of  Motions 
 

  

1. 

The Leader of the House of Parliament,— Business of the Parliament,— That the 

proceedings on Item No. 2 of Public Business appearing on the Order Paper be 

exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 of the 

Parliament. 

2. 

The Leader of the House of Parliament,— Sittings of the Parliament,— That 

notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of 

sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to       

7.00 p.m.. At 5.00 p.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate.                  

At 7.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE  DAY 
 

*1. 

Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 



 

(4) 

 *2. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme under the Welfare Benefits 

Act,— That the Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme made by the Minister of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits 

Act, No. 24 of 2002, relating to Welfare Benefits and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2429/02 of 24th March 2025, which was presented on 08.04.2025, be 

approved.  

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*3. 

The Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation,— Annual Report of 

the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (2023),— That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ports 

Authority 2023 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2023 and presented on 08.01.2025 under Section 33 of the Sri Lanka Ports 

Authority Act, No. 51 of 1979, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport, Highways, 

Ports and Civil Aviation on 28.02.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

10.03.2025)  

*4. 

The Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation,— Annual Report of 

the Jaya Container Terminals Limited (2023),— That the Annual Report of the Jaya 

Container Terminals Limited 2023 together with the observations of the               

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 24.01.2025 under 

Section 153 of the Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport, Highways, 

Ports and Civil Aviation on 28.02.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

10.03.2025)  

*5. 

The Minister of Health and Mass Media,— Annual Report and Statement of 

Accounts of the Sri Lanka Press Council (2022),— That the Annual Report and 

Statement of Accounts of the Sri Lanka Press Council 2022 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 

19.02.2025 under Section 14 of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health and Mass Media 

on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 10.03.2025)  

*6. 

The Minister of Health and Mass Media,— Annual Report of the Ayurvedic Medical 

Council (2023),— That the Annual Report of the Ayurvedic Medical Council 2023 

together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 

and presented on 08.01.2025 under the Ayurvedic Act, No. 31 of 1961, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health and Mass Media 

on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 10.03.2025)  



 

(5) 

 *7. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,— Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority (2022),— That the Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority 2022 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 

17.12.2024 under Section 20(2) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

15.03.2025)  

*8. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,— Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Fund (2022),— That the Annual Report 

of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Fund 2022 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 17.12.2024 under 

Section 23(4) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

15.03.2025)  

*9. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,— Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority (2023),— That the Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority 2023 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 

05.02.2025 under Section 20(2) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

15.03.2025)  

*10. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,— Annual 

Report of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Fund (2023),— That the Annual Report 

of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Fund 2023 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2023 and presented on 05.02.2025 under 

Section 23(4) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

Employment and Tourism on 12.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

15.03.2025)  

 



 

(6) 

 *11. 

The Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation,— Annual Report of the 

National Livestock Development Board (2019),— That the Annual Report of the 

National Livestock Development Board 2019 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 14.02.2025 under 

Section 23 of the State Agricultural Corporations Act, No. 11 of 1972, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, Land 

and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)  

*12. 

The Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation,— Annual Report of the 

Colombo Commercial Fertilizers Limited (2021/2022),— That the Annual Report of the 

Colombo Commercial Fertilizers Limited 2021/2022 together with the observations of 

the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2022 and presented on 18.12.2024 under 

Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, 

Land and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)  

*13. 

The Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation,— Annual Report of the 

National Institute of Post-Harvest Management (2022),— That the Annual Report of the 

National Institute of Post-Harvest Management 2022 together with the observations of 

the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 05.02.2025 under 

Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, 

Land and Irrigation on 28.02.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 04.03.2025)  

*14. 

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development,— Annual Report of 

the National Paper Company Limited (2015/2016),— That the Annual Report of the 

National Paper Company Limited 2015/2016 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2016 and presented on 08.01.2025 under 

Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and 

Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

11.03.2025)  

*15. 

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development,— Annual Report and 

Accounts of the Mantai Salt Limited (2020/2021),— That the Annual Report and 

Accounts of the Mantai Salt Limited 2020/2021 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2021 and presented on 18.12.2024 under 

Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and 

Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

11.03.2025)  



 

(7) 

 *16. 

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development,— Annual Report of 

the Sri Lanka Handicrafts Board (2022),— That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka 

Handicrafts Board 2022 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the 

year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 05.02.2025 under Section 64 of the National 

Crafts Council and Allied Institutions Act, No. 35 of 1982, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and 

Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

11.03.2025)  

*17. 

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development,— Annual Report of 

the Industrial Development Board of Ceylon (2022),— That the Annual Report of the 

Industrial Development Board of Ceylon 2022 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2022 and presented on 18.02.2025 under 

Section 39 of the Industrial Development Act, No. 36 of 1969, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and 

Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

11.03.2025)  

*18. 

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development,— Annual Report of 

the National Crafts Council (2023),— That the Annual Report of the National Crafts 

Council 2023 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2023 and presented on 21.01.2025 under Section 20 of the National Crafts 

Council and Allied Institutions Act, No. 35 of 1982, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and 

Entrepreneurship Development on 04.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

11.03.2025)  

*19. 

The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs,— Annual Report of 

the Central Cultural Fund (2016),— That the Annual Report of the Central Cultural 

Fund 2016 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2016 and presented on 05.02.2025 under Section 9(4) of the Central Cultural 

Fund Act, No. 57 of 1980, be approved.  

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Buddhasasana, Religious 

and Cultural Affairs on 08.03.2025 and presented its report to Parliament on 

12.03.2025)  
 

*   Indicates Government Business. 

 

 


