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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
1.

1464/2023
Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal,— To ask the Minister of Fisheries,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the number of Fisheries Co-operative Societies in Sri Lanka;
(i1) of the number of members of aforesaid societies at present;

(i) as to which district has the largest number of Fisheries
Co-operative Societies;

(iv) of the measures will be taken for the promotion of Fisheries

Co-operative Societies?
(b) Ifnot, why?

1512/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of vehicles in public institutes in Sri Lanka;

(i1) the number of vehicles owned by Corporations and Statutory Bodies
out the above vehicles;

(iii)) the number of vehicles acquired by public institutes on rental basis;
and;

(iv) the annual rental amount paid on vehicles that have been acquired

on rental basis?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1550/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and
Plantation Industries,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of cinnamon plants distributed among the cinnamon
cultivators so far from the year 2019;

(i) the number of cinnamon plants provided to each cinnamon
cultivator; and

(iii) the areas in which the cinnamon plants have been distributed?
(b) Will he also inform this House—

(1)  of the other facilities given to the cinnamon cultivators in addition
to the cinnamon plants given; and

(i) separately, of the amount of money spent on promoting cinnamon
cultivation so far in each year from the year 2019?

(¢c) Ifnot, why?

4.
1586/2023
Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna,— To ask the Minister of Defence,—(1)
(a) Will he admit—
(1) that floods do occur in Kalutara District frequently; and
(i) there are areas which get inundated two or three times a year in the
District concerned?
(b) Will he inform the House—
(1) what methodology is adopted for curbing floods in the Kalutara
District;
(il) what plans have been formulated by now to curb floods in that
District; and
(iii) in which areas these plans are to be implemented?
(c) Ifnot, why?
5.

1625/2023

Hon. Tissa Attanayake,— To ask the Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food
Security,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) separately for each year, of the number of complaints that had been
resolved by 31 December 2020, out of 1556 complaints registered in
the Legal Department of the Consumer Affairs Authority from 2015
to 2020; the number of complaints that was not investigated yet; the
number of complaints withdrawn and the number of complaints to
be called;
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(il)) of the reasons for not conducting investigations and providing
solutions immediately, in regard to the complaints received by the
Authority;

(ii1) whether steps will be taken to introduce a suitable program to
prevent the delay in conducting investigations and resolving
complaints received by the Authority ?

(b) Ifnot, why?

1645/2023
Hon. Milan Jayathilake,— To ask the Minister of Transport and Highways,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of Motor vehicle examiners employed in the
Department of Motor Traffic;

(il) of the number of reports submitted by them after inspecting the
vehicles involved in accidents since 2015 to date;

(iii) whether the root causes for frequent accidents have been identified
and the recommendations thereof incorporated into those
investigation reports; and

(iv) if so, whether actions would be taken to compile those
recommendations as a policy and then be implemented?

(b) If not, why?

1688/2023
Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)

(a) Ishe aware that—

(1) 28,201 persons belonging to 8,614 families receive healthcare
services from Settikulam base hospital in Vavuniya; and

(i) aforesaid persons have to travel to Vavuniya hospital, which is
situated 40 kilometers away, due to lack of basic facilities in
aforementioned hospital?

(b) Will he admit that—

(i) the buildings where ward numbers 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 as well as the
laboratory and clinics are situated are old in Settikulam base
hospital;

(i) there is neither a Judicial Medical Officer nor a Coroner serving in
the Settikulam hospital although a mortuary is also situated within
the premises; and

(iii) as a result the bodies of the deceased have to be taken to Vavuniya
hospital to conduct post-mortem examinations?
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(c) Will he inform this House—

(i) if so, whether allocations will be made to renovate buildings
mentioned (b)(i) above; and

(1) whether measures will be taken to appoint a Judicial Medical
Officer and a Coroner to the hospital?

(d) Ifnot, why?

1766/2023
Hon. Samanpriya Herath,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation
Industries,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(1)  the number of Government Seed Production Farms in Sri Lanka;
(i) the areas where they are established; and
(iii) the varieties of seeds produced in them?
(b) Will he also inform this House—
(1)  whether varieties of seeds are imported ;
(i1) if so, of the varieties of seeds that are imported; and

(iii) of the total amount spent on importation of varieties of seeds since
year 2018 to 2022?

(c) Ifnot, why?

2397/2023
Hon. Ishak Rahuman,— To ask the Minister of Industries,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(1) of the number of State owned Textile Centers in Anuradhapura
district;

(i1) of the number of employees employed in such centers;
(iii) whether he admits that textile products are in decline;

(iv) of the measures that have been taken to promote the production of
the textile industry; and

(v) whether provisions have been allocated for the implementation of
the said measures?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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10.
2552/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,—To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)
(a) Will he inform the House—

(1)  of the number of teachers sent on retirement on 31.12.2022 owing to
their having completed the age of 60 years;

(ii)) whether there exists a risk of government schools becoming
hampered by the retirement of such a large number of teachers all at
once; and

(ii1) what courses of action will be taken to fill the vacancies that have
been resulted in by the retirement concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS
Notice of Presentation of Bills

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,— Secured
Transactions,— Bill to Provide for an Institutional framework for the regulation of
secured transactions in movable property by the establishment of the secured
transactions registration authority; to set out the powers, duties and functions of such
authority; to provide for the determining of priorities amongst creditors having
competing security rights in the movable property of their debtors; to set out the rights
and duties or parties to security agreements; to provide for the establishment and
maintenance of a register of security rights in movable property; to repeal the secured
transactions Act, No0.49 of 2009; and for matters connected therewith or incidental
thereto.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,—
Prescription (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Prescription Ordinance (Chapter 68).
(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,— Trust
Receipts (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Trust Receipts Ordinance (Chapter 86).
(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,— Mortgage
(Amendment),— Bill to amend the Mortgage Act (Chapter 89).
(Cabinet approval signified.)
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The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,— Finance
Leasing (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Finance Leasing Act, No.56 of 2000.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,— Inland
Trust Receipts (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Inland Trust Receipts Act, No.14 of
1990.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,—
Companies (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,—
Registration of Documents (Amendment),— Bill to amend the Registration of
Documents Ordinance (Chapter 117).

(Cabinet approval signified.)

The Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies,—
Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority,— Bill to provide for the establishment
of the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority of Sri Lanka; to regulate the
moneylending business and the microfinance business; to provide protection for the
customers of the money lending business and the microfinance business; to repeal the
Microfinance Act, No.6 of 2016 and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
10.

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment,— Shop and Office Employees
(Regulation of Employment and Remuneration) (Amendment),— Bill to amend the
Shop and Office Employees (Regulation of Employment and Remuneration) Act
(Chapter 129).

(Cabinet approval signified.)




™

NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY

*1.
Office for National Unity and Reconciliation Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*2.
National Hydrographic Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*3.
The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of

Investment Promotion in consultation with the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission under Section 71 read with Section 52(5) of the Colombo Port City
Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2355/30 of 25™ October 2023, which were presented on 02.12.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*4,

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Board of Investment of Sri
Lanka Law,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Investment Promotion
under Section 24 of the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka Law, No.4 of 1978 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2334/39 of 01%June 2023, which were
presented on 09.12.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*5.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms,— Amendments
to the Standing Orders of the Parliament,— That the following amendment to the
existing Standing Orders of the Parliament made in terms of Standing Order 137 of the
Parliament be agreed to:—

That the following new Standing Order be inserted as Standing Order 113 A of
the Parliament immediately after the existing Standing Order 113 of the
Parliament thereto:—

New Standing Order 113 A,—

COMMITTEE ON POST-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY

113 A (1) There shall be a Committee to be designated the “Committee on Post-
Legislative Scrutiny” consisting of twenty one Members nominated by the Committee
of Selection.
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(2) It shall be the duty of the Committee on Post- Legislative Scrutiny to examine the
existing legislation and to propose necessary amendments to the Parliament to ensure
the reforms, which are necessary for the purpose of achieving the expectations of the
people.

(3) The Committee on Post-Legislative Scrutiny is empowered to engage in
researches, if necessary, with the assistance of the experts to ascertain the legislative
reforms needed from time to time.

(4) The Committee on Post-Legislative Scrutiny shall in every six months (06)
report to the Parliament of the duties and functions performed by it to achieve the said
goal.

6.

Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill— Second
Reading.

7.

Chiththa Advanced Psychological Studies Open Institute of Sri Lanka
(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.

*8.

Contempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institution Bill— Adjourned debate on question
(08™ November 2023) [1].

*9.

The Recognition and Enforcement of International Settlement Agreements Resulting
from Mediation Bill — Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*10.
Mediation Board (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*11.
Powers of Attorney (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*12.
Notaries (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*13.
Prevention of Frauds (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*14.
Partition (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
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*15.

Online Safety Bill— Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*16.

Animal Welfare Bill — Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*17.

Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common

Carriers and Container Operators (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*18.

The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs,— Regulations under
the Antiquities Ordinance,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs on 25" May 2023 under Section 47(1)
read with Section 46 of the Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940 (Chapter 188) and
which were presented on 05.07.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*19.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms,— Rules under
the Incorporated Council of Legal Education Ordinance,— That the Rules made by the
incorporated Council of Legal Education with the concurrence of the Minister of
Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Section 7 of the Incorporated
Council of Legal Education Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2332/02 of 15™ May 2023, which was presented on 18.07.2023, be

approved.
*20.

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports

(Control) Act (No.1),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2324/45 of 24™ March 2023, which were presented on 25.04.2023, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*21.

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act (No.2),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2296/30 of 09™ September 2022, which were presented on
06.10.2022, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
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*22.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Annual Report of the CeyNor Foundation Limited
(2018),— That the Annual Report of the CeyNor Foundation Limited for the year 2018
together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2018
and presented on 17.01.2023 under Section 131 of the Company Act, No. 07 of 2007,
be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries on 22.03.2023
and presented its report to Parliament on 24.03.2023)

*23.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Annual Report of the Ceylon Fishery Harbour
Corporation - (CFHC)(2019),— That the Annual Report of the Ceylon Fishery Harbour
Corporation - (CFHC) for the year 2019 together with the observations of the Auditor-
General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 30.11.2022 under Section 30(1)
of the State Industrial Corporations Act, No. 49 of 1957, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries on 22.03.2023
and presented its report to Parliament on 24.03.2023)

*24.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Annual Report of the National Aquaculture
Development Authority of Sri Lanka (2020),— That the Annual Report of the National
Aquaculture Development Authority of Sri Lanka for the year 2020 together with the
observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2020 and presented on
24.03.2023 under the National Aquaculture Development Authority of Sri Lanka Act,
No. 53 of 1988, be approved.

(Considered by the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries on 06.07.2023
and presented its report to Parliament on 09.08.2023)

25.

Heart to Heart Trust Fund (Incorporation) Bill— Consideration.
26.

Sri Lanka Baptist Sangamaya (Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill — Consideration.
217.

Lions Clubs International District 306A - National Development Foundation Trust
(Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.

28.

Tobacco Tax (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.

29.
Roshan Ranasinghe Janasahana Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.

30.
Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
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31.

Institute of Sport for Peace, Education, Empowerment and Development (SPEED)
(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.

32.
Public Health Emergency Bill — Second Reading.
33.
Sri Lanka Insurance Institute (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
34.
Marriages (General) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
35.
Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Repeal) Bill — Second Reading.
36.
Plastics and Rubber Institute of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
37.
Marriage Registration (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
38.
Minimum Age of Marriage Bill — Second Reading.
39.
Community Association of Professionals (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
40.

Dedigama Sri Maithri Pragnartha Bouddha Educational Daham Sabhawa
(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.

41.
Sathya Sri Ghanapathi Bhakthi Jana Sewa Foundation (Incorporation) Bill— Second
Reading.
42.
Saweera Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
43.

Pavithra Wanniarachchi Sahurda Foundation (Incorporation) Bill— Second Reading.
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(12)

Arundika Fernando Relief Services and Godfrey Fernando Memorial Foundation
Bill— Second Reading.

*  Indicates Government Business.

[1].

Motion made and question proposed “That the Bill be now read a second time.”

QUESTIONS NOT FOR ORAL ANSWERS

1519/2023

Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene,— To ask the Minister of Environment,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

of the number of employees of the Central Environment Authority
who have gone abroad from 2015 up to date;

of those employees the number of employees who went abroad for
higher education purposes and the number of employees who went
abroad for conferences/ Training workshops, separately;

the amount of money spent by the Central Environment Authority
on higher education purposes/Conferences/training workshops from
2015 up to date, in relation to each year, separately; and

the amount of foreign funds received by the Authority for Higher
education purposes/Conferences/Training workshops during the
above period in relation to each year, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?

1.
(1
(i1)
(iii)
(iv)
2.

3177/2023

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation

Industries,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(1)

(i)

separately, as per each year, of the annual coconut yield in Sri
Lanka for five years prior to the year that organic fertilizer was
introduced banning chemical fertilizer, and the amount of fertilizer
provided by the government to the coconut cultivators during
aforesaid five years;

the subsidies given to the coconut cultivators during aforesaid
period ?
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(b) Will he also inform this House —

(M)

(i)

separately, as per each year, the annual coconut yield from the year
that introduced organic fertilizers to date and the amount of fertilizer
provided by the government to the coconut cultivators during
aforesaid period;

the subsidies given to coconut cultivators during aforesaid period ?

(c) Will he further inform this House—

(M)

(i)

of the percentage of increase/decrease in coconut production before

and after the ban on chemical fertilizers;

of the steps that have been taken to increase coconut production in
Sri Lanka ?

(d) If not, why?

3675/2023

Hon. Lalith Ellawala,—To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,— (1)

(a) Will he inform this House, separately—

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

of the number of Presidents and Members of Parliament receiving

the pension in Sri Lanka;
of the names of the said Presidents and Members of Parliament ;

of the details of the specific staff provided to each of the said
Presidents and  Members of Parliament with government

allowances; and

of the designations of the said staff members provided to each of the
said Presidents and Members of Parliament?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(1)

(i)

whether officers of the armed forces or Sri Lanka Police Department
have been deployed to provide security for the said Presidents and
Members of Parliament;

if so, of the number of officers of the armed forces and Sri Lanka
Police Department who have been deployed to provide security for
the said Presidents and Members of Parliament separately;

(c) Ifnot, why?



(14)

3704/2023

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,—(1)

(a) Will he state—

(M)
(i)

(iii)

the number of Presidential Commissions of Inquiry appointed since
1990 by each Executive President of Sri Lanka;

the number of such Commissions, according to the subject areas of
national security, national economy, education, electoral reforms
and disclosure of corruption and separately according to each
Executive President;

the offenders detected and the punishments recommended to be
meted out to them separately by each commission; according to the
reports of the commissions mentioned in (i) above,

(b) Will he also state—

(M)
(i)
(iii)

(iv)
™)

the amount of money spent for each of the above mentioned
commissions separately;

whether the final reports of the above commissions are available for
the reference of the public;

if not, the reasons thereof;
the commissions which have not hitherto issued a final report;

the period in which each such Commission was appointed and the
members separately;

(c) Ifnot, why?

3712/2023

Hon. Lalith Ellawala,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration,

Government,—(1)

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local

(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

of the names of officials who participated in foreign official visits
representing each ministry, department, board, state corporation and
statutory body and the ministers, state ministers, members of
Parliament, and officials who participated in foreign official visits
representing the Parliament of Sri Lanka from 01 January, 2022 to
30 September, 2023 separately;

of the amount of money spent on each of the said official foreign
Visit;

separately, of the distinctive benefits gained from each of the
aforementioned foreign visits;

whether the opportunities are provided for foreign visits spending
such a colossal amount of money at a time when Sri Lanka is
undergoing an economic crisis?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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3729/2023

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he state —

(M)

(i)

whether he is aware that Ms. Fatima Zahra, a low income earner
with a 5-year-old disabled child,residing at No. 180/70 J, Grandpass
Road, Colombo 14, of the New Bazar Grama Niladhari division of
Colombo Divisional Secretariat, has not been provided with the
Aswesuma monthly financial assistance to date; and

if so, whether steps will be taken to provide immediate financial
assistance to Ms. Zahra regarding the application bearing the
Registration No. NH-1-1-03-01-070-00719 ?

(b) If not, why?

3741/2023

Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House —

(b)

(©)

(M)

(i)

(iif)

whether he is aware that secretaries of the private staff of ministers
and the coordinating secretaries of the permanent secretary to a
ministry are entitled to a pension in terms of Schedule "Q" of the
Pensions Minutes;

separately, of the number of those who are currently receiving the
aforesaid pension and the number of those who have applied for the
same; and

whether the said secretaries (i) above will be given the entitlement
to receive the widows/orphans pension and the retirement gratuity?

Will he also inform this House—

(M)

(i)

whether the subject clerks of government institutions will be
provided with a training in forwarding the relevant documents to the
Department of Pensions online; and

whether a direct telephone number of an officer of the Department
of Pensions will be provided to obtain advice in that regard?

Will he further inform this House—

(M)

(i)

whether he is aware that the pension that Mr. Chamal S.
Piyasundara, who served as a Secretary of a Minister's private staff
and as a Coordinating Secretary of the Secretary to State Ministry of
Plantations, is entitled to has not been paid to date; and

if so, of the reasons for not paying the pension to him?

(d) Ifnot, why?




