
 

( ) 

 

 

 
 

QUESTIONS  FOR  ORAL  ANSWERS 

16/’15 
1. 

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti,— To ask the Minister of Social Empowerment and          

Welfare,—(1) 

(a) Will he inform this House—  

(i) the actions taken against the misuse of Rs.3000 million of the Divi 

Neguma Fund within 07 days from 02 November 2014 to 09 

November 2014 based on the Presidential Election -2015;  

(ii) whether cases have been filed against those responsible; and 

(iii) if cases have hitherto not been filed, the progress of that inquiry at 

present?  

(b) Will he also inform this House—  

(i) the actions to be taken in respect of the loss of Rs 3000 million to 

the Divi Neguma fund owing to this; and 

(ii) the actions to be taken by the Minister in charge of the subject to 

prevent the recurrence of such misuses in future since the profligacy 

of various funds of the government by the Ministers in charge of 

subjects at their discretion without any Cabinet decision could set a 

bad precedence?   

(c) Will he disclose to this House, the measures taken by the government to 

expedite the judicial actions in respect of investigations regarding such 

financial crimes?  

(d) If not, why?  
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(2) 

 

 37/’15 
2. 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of National 
Policies and Economic Affairs,—(1) 

(a) Is he aware— 

(i) that the Credit Card interest rates are maintained at a very higher 
rate by the Commercial banks in spite of the fact that deposit 
interests and loan interests are at a very lower rate; 

(ii) that the customers are exploited owing to the aforesaid state of 
affairs; and 

(iii) that excess liquidity is available with the local banks? 

(b) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the steps that will be taken in order to reduce Credit Card interest 
rates; and 

(ii) of the steps that will be taken to increase the deposit interest rates? 

(c) Will he state— 

(i) whether action will be taken by the government to amalgamate 
banks and the financial institutions; 

(ii) if so, the reasons for it; 

(iii) the date on which the said amalgamation will de done; and 

(iv) the objective of the government in amalgamating banks and 
financial institutions? 

(d) If not, why? 
86/’15 

3. 
Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Plantation Industries,—(1) 

(a) Is he aware that — 

(i) tea smallholders have particularly been faced with a severe 
economic crisis since the tea industry of Sri Lanka has moved 
towards a serious crisis due to rapid fall in prices of tea bud; 

(ii) the price paid at present for a kilogramme of raw tea buds has fallen 
to Rs. 54/=; 

(iii) that all tea factories of Sri Lanka are facing a risk of having to close 
down if the price paid per kilogramme of raw tea buds decreases to 
Rs. 50/=; and  

(iv) although it was stated in the last election manifesto that a guaranteed 
price of Rs. 80/= per kilo would be given for raw tea buds, it is not 
implemented at present? 



 

(3) 

 

 (b) Will he table a report on the tea factories that have been closed down 
during the past month due to this crisis? 

(c) Will he inform this House of — 

(i) the factors that have caused and are even at the moment causing a 
danger to the tea industry in this manner; and  

(ii) the measures intended to be adopted in order to protect tea estate 
owners, factory owners and millions of people who are engaged in 
employments associated with tea industry? 

(d) If not why?  
88/’15 

4. 
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,— To ask the Minister of Justice,—(1) 

(a) Is he aware that academic activities and examinations of the Sri Lanka 
Law College are conducted in all three media, viz. Sinhalese, Tamil and 
English? 

(b) Is he further aware that—  

(i) owing to the preparation of question papers for examinations of the 
Law College solely in English language in the year 2014, an 
injustice and an inconvenience were caused to the students followed 
studies in the Sinhalese medium and the Tamil medium as they had 
to switch to English medium all of a sudden; and 

(ii) the former Chief Justice had violated the Official Languages Policy 
by this move? 

(c) Will he inform this House whether he would issue instructions to take 
necessary steps to prepare question papers given to students of the Sri 
Lanka Law College at examinations in Sinhalese, Tamil and English 
languages  according to the Official Languages Policy hereafter? 

(d) If not why?  
127/’15 

5. 
Hon. Vijitha Herath,— To ask the Minister of Lands,—(1) 

(a) Is he aware that — 

(i) approximately 35 Sinhalese, Tamil and Muslim families had been 
residing in a group of houses constructed under world bank aids in  
Dumburugiriya area of Hatton town for a period of more than 33 
years; 

(ii) a part of these residents have been provided with legal land deeds by 
the Land Reforms Commission; and 

(iii) a judicial action has been initiated by the Watawala Plantation 
Company in view of  driving these residents away from their houses 
and acquiring the aforesaid  land area for the company? 



 

(4) 

 

 (b) Is he further aware that — 

(i) a motion has been unanimously passed by the Hatton–Dickoya 
Urban Council in view of acquiring the land in which these residents 
reside; and 

(ii) the Janatha Estate Development Board,  Land Reforms Commission 
and the relevant politicians have been enlightened  by the aforesaid 
residents in order to gain justice by preventing the said company 
from acquiring this area? 

(c) Will he further inform this House — 

(i) whether intervention be made in order to assure the rights of these 
residents to their houses by rescuing these residents from the undue 
interventions made by the Watawala Company taking these facts 
into consideration; and 

(ii) if so, of the measures that will be taken in that regard? 

(c) If not, why? 
153/’15 

6. 
Hon M. H. M. Salman,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1) 

(a) Is he aware that — 

(i) applications were called for recruiting teacher assistants on school 
based to Tamil medium estate schools and Mrs. F. Ruzana Mafoor 
residing at No.25/2, Viyangalle, Agalawatte submitted an 
application;  

(ii) consequently, she appeared for the relevant interview under calling 
No. 199 (B) on 02.03.2015; and  

(iii) although vacancies did exist in estate schools in the area in which 
she lives, Mrs. Ruzana Mafoor has not been given a teacher assistant 
appointment so far? 

(b) Will he inform this House whether steps will be taken without delay to 
give Mrs. Ruzana Mafoor the appointment as a teacher assistant? 

(c) If not why?  

38/’15 
7. 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— To ask the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous 
Medicine,—(1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the number of Sri Lankans infected with Rabies during the period 
of five years from the year 2010 to 2014 separately in each year; 

(ii) of the amount of money spent by the government during the above 
five years for undertaking the treatments of Rabies separately in 
each year; and 

(iii) of the said expenditure as a percentage of the total expenditure on 
health? 



 

(5) 

 

 (b) Will he also inform this House— 

(i) whether steps have been taken to control Rabies; and 

(ii) if so, what those steps are? 

(c) If not, why? 
90/’15 

8. 
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of National 

Policies and Economic Affairs,—(1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) whether there is a report of the Commission appointed to inquire 
into the arms smuggle under the chairmanship of Supreme Court 
Judge Hon. Shirani Thilakawardena; 

(ii) whether that report will be published; and 

(iii) if it will be published, the date of publishing? 

(b) If not, why? 

39/’15 
9. 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— To ask the Minister of Foreign Employment,—(1) 

(a) Will she inform this House— 

(i) separately, on annual basis, the number of Sri Lankan women who 
were subjected to sexual abuse during the period of five years from 
the year 2010 to 2014 (including those two years) in Middle East 
Countries; 

(ii) the names of the Middle East countries in which those women 
worked; and 

(iii) separately, the actions taken through the Sri Lankan Embassies in 
those countries with regard to the each aforesaid woman? 

(b) Will she also inform this House— 

(i) whether legal action has been taken against the perpetrators  
connected to the aforesaid sexual abuse; and 

(ii) if so, the steps that were taken against each of the aforesaid person 
separately? 

(c) Will she state— 

(i) whether steps have been taken with regard to the safety of the Sri 
Lankan women who are going abroad; 

(ii) if so, what those measures are; and 

(iii) the steps that will be taken to limit the number of Sri Lankan women 
going abroad for domestic work?  

(d) If not, why? 
 



 

(6) 

 

 AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  BUSINESS 
Notice  of  Motions 

1. 

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti,— Leave to introduce Bill (No.1),— That leave be granted 

to introduce the following Bill:— 

“ Bill to incorporate the Thidora-Theatre Institute for Disability Oriented Research 
and Advocacy.” 

2. 

Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri,— Leave to introduce Bill (No.2),— That leave be 

granted to introduce the following Bill:— 

“ Bill to incorporate the Ravichandra Foundation.” 

3. 

Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa,— Leave to introduce Bill (No.3),— That leave be 

granted to introduce the following Bill:— 

“ Bill to amend the Institute of Personnel Management Sri Lanka Law, 

 No. 24 of 1976.” 
 

 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

*1. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 1),— Adjourned debate on question 
(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “That this Parliament 
resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 
Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 
No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the Order No. 32 hereto, be approved. 

 

Appropriation Act, No. 36 of 2013 
Order No. 32 under Section 8 

 

 

By virtue of powers vested in me by Section 8 of the Appropriation  Act, No.36 of 
2013, I, Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance with the approval of the Government, 
do by this Order, vary the limits specified against the activity  Item No. 30602 “Railway 
Stores Advance Account – Department of Sri Lanka Railways” of the Third  Schedule 
to that Act. 

   

  Item    Revision   
 

(i) Maximum limit of expenditure   From  Rs. 1,700,000,000 

 specified in Column II of the Third     To  Rs. 2,200,000,000
 Schedule to that Act.  

 

(ii) Minimum limit of receipts specified  

 in Column III of the Third         Not Revised 

 Schedule to that Act.   



 

(7) 

 

 
 

(iii) Maximum limit of debit balance  From  Rs. 6,102,000,000 

 specified in Column IV of the Third  To  Rs. 6,602,000,000

 Schedule to that Act.     

 

(iv) Maximum limit of liabilities  From  Rs.    850,000,000      

 specified in Column V of the Third   To  Rs. 1,000,000,000 

 Schedule to that Act.     
 

 

(This Order is valid up to 31.12.2014 only) 
 

                    

        Sgd./Rൺඏං Kൺඋඎඇൺඇൺඒൺ඄ൾ, 
        Minister of Finance. 
14.09.2015 
Colombo 01.”. 

(Cabinet approval signified) 
 

*2. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 2),— Adjourned debate on question 
(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “That this Parliament 
resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 
Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 
No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the Order No. 33 hereto, be approved. 

 

 

Appropriation Act, No. 36 of 2013 
Order No. 33 under Section 8 

 
 

By virtue of powers vested in me by Section 8 of the Appropriation  Act, No.36 of 
2013, I, Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance with the approval of the Government, 
do by this Order, vary the limits specified against the activity Item No. 24702 
“Expenses in connection with the seized and Forfeited Goods Advance Account – 
Department of Sri Lanka Customs” of the Third  Schedule to that Act. 

    

  Item    Revision 
 

(i) Maximum limit of expenditure       
 specified in Column II of the Third                   Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.  
 

(ii) Minimum limit of receipts specified  
 in Column III of the Third           Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.   
 

(iii) Maximum limit of debit balance  From  Rs.      20,000,000 
 specified in Column IV of the Third  To  Rs.      25,000,000

 Schedule to that Act.  
 



 

(8) 

 

 (iv) Maximum limit of liabilities       
 specified in Column V of the Third         Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.     

 
 

(This Order is valid up to 31.12.2014 only) 

                  
 

        Sgd./Rൺඏං Kൺඋඎඇൺඇൺඒൺ඄ൾ, 
        Minister of Finance. 
14.09.2015 
Colombo 01.”. 

(Cabinet approval signified) 
 

*3. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 3),— Adjourned debate on question 

(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “That this Parliament 

resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 

Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 

No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the Order No. 34 hereto, be approved. 
 

 

Appropriation Act, No. 36 of 2013 

Order No. 34 under Section 8 

 
 

By virtue of powers vested in me by Section 8 of the Appropriation  Act, No.36 of 

2013, I, Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance with the approval of the Government, 

do by this Order, vary the limits specified against the activity Item No. 21302 “Printing 

Publicity and Sales of Books (public Notification of Publication rights, Acquiring 

Translation fees and staff wages inclusive of allowances) Advance Account– 

Department of Education Publications” of the Third  Schedule to that Act. 

 
  Item    Revision 
 
 

(i) Maximum limit of expenditure       

 specified in Column II of the Third                   Not Revised 

 Schedule to that Act.  
 

(ii) Minimum limit of receipts specified From  Rs. 2,900,000,000 
 in Column III of the Third    To  Rs. 2,500,000,000    
 Schedule to that Act.   
 

(iii) Maximum limit of debit balance  
 specified in Column IV of the Third       Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.     
 

 



 

(9) 

 

 (iv) Maximum limit of liabilities  From  Rs. 1,500,000,000      
 specified in Column V of the Third   To  Rs. 2,250,000,000      
 Schedule to that Act.     

 

(This Order is valid up to 31.12.2014 only) 
      

        Sgd./Rൺඏං Kൺඋඎඇൺඇൺඒൺ඄ൾ, 

        Minister of Finance. 
14.09.2015 
Colombo 01.”. 

(Cabinet approval signified) 

*4. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 4),— Adjourned debate on question 
(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “That this Parliament 
resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 
Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 
No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the Order No. 35 hereto, be approved. 

 

Appropriation Act, No. 36 of 2013 

Order No. 35 under Section 8 
 

By virtue of powers vested in me by Section 8 of the Appropriation  Act, No.36 of 
2013, I, Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance with the approval of the Government, 
do by this Order, vary the limits specified against the activity Item No. 31002 “Stores 
Advance Account – Government Factory” of the Third  Schedule to that Act. 

  Item    Revision 
 

(i) Maximum limit of expenditure  From  Rs.    120,000,000   
 specified in Column II of the Third    To  Rs.    170,000,000 
 Schedule to that Act.  
 

(ii) Minimum limit of receipts specified  
 in Column III of the Third                    Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.   
 

(iii) Maximum limit of debit balance  
 specified in Column IV of the Third      Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.     
 

(iv) Maximum limit of liabilities  
 specified in Column V of the Third        Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.     

 

 

(This Order is valid up to 31.12.2014 only) 
            

 
         Sgd./Rൺඏං Kൺඋඎඇൺඇൺඒൺ඄ൾ, 
        Minister of Finance. 
14.09.2015 
Colombo 01.”. 

(Cabinet approval signified) 



 

(10) 

 

 *5. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 5),— Adjourned debate on question 
(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “That this Parliament 
resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 
Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 
No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the Order No. 36 hereto, be approved. 

 

Appropriation Act, No. 36 of 2013 

Order No. 36 under Section 8 
 

By virtue of powers vested in me by Section 8 of the Appropriation  Act, No.36 of 
2013, I, Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Finance with the approval of the Government, 
do by this Order, vary the limits specified against the activity Item No. 31003 “Work 
Done Advance Account– Government Factory” of the Third  Schedule to that Act. 

  

 

  Item    Revision 
 

(i) Maximum limit of expenditure  From  Rs.    260,000,000   
 specified in Column II of the Third    To  Rs.    450,000,000 
 Schedule to that Act.  
 

(ii) Minimum limit of receipts specified  
 in Column III of the Third                    Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.   
 

(iii) Maximum limit of debit balance  
 specified in Column IV of the Third       Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.  
    

(iv) Maximum limit of liabilities  
 specified in Column V of the Third         Not Revised 
 Schedule to that Act.     

 

(This Order is valid up to 31.12.2014 only) 
                

        Sgd./Rൺඏං Kൺඋඎඇൺඇൺඒൺ඄ൾ, 

        Minister of Finance. 

14.09.2015 

Colombo 01.”. 
(Cabinet approval signified) 

 
*6. 

Resolution  under  the  Appropriation Act (No. 6),— Adjourned debate on question 
(23rd September 2015) Motion made and question proposed,— “ That this Parliament 
resolves that the Order made by the Minister of Finance with the approval of the 
Government, by virtue of powers vested in him by Section 8 of the Appropriation Act, 
No. 36 of 2013 and specified in the schedule hereto, be approved. 

(These orders are valid only up to 31.12.2014) 



 

(11) 
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 *7.  

The Minister of Finance,— Order under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act,— That 
the Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3 of the Excise (Special 
Provisions) Act,  No. 13 of 1989, in relation to Excise Duty and published in the 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1903/39 of 26th February 2015, which was presented on 
23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*8. 

The Minister of Finance,— Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.1),— That 
the Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to 
Import Duties, which was presented on 23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 1899/33 of  29th January 2015) 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*9. 

The Minister of Finance,— Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.2),— That 
the Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to 
Import Duties, which was presented on 23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 1903/40 of 26th February 2015) 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*10. 

The Minister of Finance,— Resolution  under the Customs Ordinance (No.3),— That 
the Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to 
Import Duties, which was presented on 06.10.2015, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 1913/3 of 5th May 2015) 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 
*11. 

The Minister of Finance,— Notification under the Excise Ordinance,— That the 
Notification made by the Minister of Finance, under Section 25 read with Section 32 of 
the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) regarding Excise Licenses and published in the 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1901/19 of 13th February 2015, which was presented on 
20.10.2015, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*12. 
The Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade,— Regulations 

under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act,— That the Regulations made by the 
Minister of Finance under Section 20 read with Sub-section 3 of Section 4 and Section 
14 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969, as amended by Act, No. 48 
of 1985 and Act, No. 28 of 1987 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 
1918/22 of 11th June 2015, which were presented on 20.10.2015, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*13. 
Appropriation Bill — Second Reading. 
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 *14. 

The  Minister of Finance,— Resolution under the Inland Revenue Act,— That this 
Parliament resolves, under  Section 97(1) (a) of the Inland Revenue Act, No.10 of 2006, 
that the Agreement between the Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka and the Government of the Republic of Singapore for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income 
entered on 03rd April, 2014, which was presented on 23.09.2015 be approved.  

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*15. 

The Minister of Finance,— Notification under the Excise Ordinance,— That the 
Notification made by the Minister of Finance, under Section 28(a) read with Section                   
16(c) of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52), as amended from time to time regarding 
Excise License Fee and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1901/19 of 13th 

February 2015, which was presented on 23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Excise Notification No. 973) 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*16. 

The Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade,— Regulations 
under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act,— That the Regulations made by the 
Minister of Finance under Section 20  read with Sub-section (3) of Section 14 of the 
Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Act No. 48 of 1985 
and Act, No. 28 of 1987 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1903/41 of 26th 
February 2015, which were presented on 23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*17. 

The Minister of Finance,— Order under the Stamp Duty (Special Provisions) Act,— 
That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning under Section 3 of the 
Stamp Duty (Special Provisions) Act, No. 12 of 2006 read with Article 44(2) of the 
Constitution, relating to Stamp Duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary                 
No. 1882/17 of 30th September 2014, which was presented on 23.09.2015, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

 

*   Indicates Government Business 
 

 


