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Tuesday, October 08, 2024 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1. 
362/2024 

 Hon. Dullas Alahapperum,— To ask from the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,— (2) 

(a) Will he state of the — 

(i) number of Presidential Commissions of Inquiry appointed since 

1990  by  each Executive President of Sri Lanka; 

(ii) number of such commissions, according to the subject areas of 

national security, national economy, education, electoral reforms 

and disclosure of corruption and according to each executive 

president, separately; and 

(iii) offenders identified and the punishments recommended to be meted 

out to them separately by each commission; according to the reports 

of the commissions mentioned in (i) above? 

(b) Will he also state — 

(i) of the amount of money spent for each of the above mentioned 

commissions separately; 

(ii) whether the final reports of the above commissions are available for 

the reference of the public; 

(iii) if not, the reasons thereof; 

(iv) of the commissions which have not hitherto issued a final report; 

and 

(v) of the period in which each such Commission was appointed and the 

members separately; 

(c) If not, why? 

 



 

(2) 

2. 

370/2024 

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilaka,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policy,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) whether the service of the casual, substitute, contract and temporary 

based employees, employed in the Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policy and the institutions under it, has  

been terminated after 2019; 

(ii) of the number of employees whose service has been so terminated; 

(iii) separately, of the name, address and the telephone number of each 

aforesaid employee; and 

(iv) of the reasons for their termination ? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) whether aforesaid employees whose service had been terminated are 

reinstated; 

(ii) if so, of the  date; and 

(iii) of the measures that have been taken so far regarding aforesaid  

employees ? 

(c) If not, why? 

3. 

375/2024 

Hon. Niroshan Perera,—To ask the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources 

Conservation,—(1) 

(a) Will she inform this House — 

(i) whether any investigation has been carried out regarding the torture 

sustained by the tusker Muthuraja in Sri Lanka, which is currently 

receiving treatments in Thailand; 

(ii) if so, whether the investigation report will be submitted;  

(iii) whether the tusker Muthuraja is supposed to be brought back to Sri 

Lanka; and 

(iv) if so, of the steps that have been taken in this regard?   

(b) Will she also inform this House — 

(i) whether any incidents of tamed elephants being tortured have been 

reported in Sri Lanka in the year 2022; and 

(ii) if so, of the steps that have been taken in that regard? 

(c) If  not, why? 

 



 

(3) 

4. 

382/2024 

 Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,— To ask the Minister of Transport and Highways,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the date on which the Vehicular Emission Test Trust Fund was 

established; 

(ii) of the aims/objectives of establishing the aforesaid  fund; 

(iii) of the names of the members of the aforesaid fund; 

(iv) of the amount to be given monthly as a percentage, to the aforesaid  

fund by the institutions that  issue  emission certificates; and 

(v) separately, as per each year, of the amount received by the aforesaid  

fund from the aforesaid institutions to date, since the year it was 

established? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) whether the board of trustees of the fund has prepared a long-term 

composite plan or annual action plans to act as per the initial aims/

objectives of the aforesaid fund; 

(ii) if so, of aforesaid plans; and 

(iii) separately, as per each year, of the amount that  has been spent by 

the fund so far, in terms of aforesaid plans? 

(c) If not, why? 

5. 
467/2024 

 Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Environment,— (2) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the date on which the decision to ban the importation of Refuse 

Plastic to Sri Lanka, was taken; 

(ii) the volume of Refuse Plastic imported from 2018 up to date, in 

relation to each year, separately; 

(iii) the number of institutions to which permission has been granted by 

the Central Environment Authority to import Refuse Plastic; 

(iv) their names; 

(v) the reasons that led to permission being granted to a number of 

institutions by the Central Environment Authority to import Refuse 

Plastic despite the decision to ban the importation of Refuse Plastic; 

and 

(vi) the measures that would be taken in this regard?   

(b) If not, why?   
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6. 

513/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— To ask the Minister of Irrigation,—(1) 

(a) Will she inform this House— 

(i) the extent of paddy lands currently being cultivated under the 

Mahakanadarava scheme; 

(ii) the number of farming families that cultivate paddy lands under the 

aforesaid scheme; 

(iii) whether she is aware that irrigation officials have threatened the 

farmers that cultivate paddy lands under the Mahakanadarava  

scheme; and 

(iv) if so, the action that will be taken in that regard? 

(b) If not, why? 

7. 

544/2024 

Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardena,— To ask the Minister of Transport and 

Highways, — (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of employees of the Sri Lanka Transport Board have 

been politically victimized from the year 2015 up to now;  

(ii) whether investigations have been conducted into such acts of 

political victimization; 

(iii) of the number of employees who have been given relief as per the 

investigations;  

(iv) whether action will be taken to provide relief in due course to those 

employees who have not received relief; and  

(v) of the reasons, if relief is not going to be provided?  

(b) If not, why?    

8. 

564/2024 

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation 

Industries,—(2) 

(a) Will he inform this House —  

(i) of the number of coconut saplings given by the government for 

plantation each year separately from 2015 to now;   

(ii) of the areas and the number of saplings provided separately; 

(iii) whether a follow-up is carried out on the growth of those coconut 

saplings;  

(iv) of the number of coconut saplings that record proper growth out of 

those coconut saplings; and   

(v) of the number of coconut saplings expected to be distributed next 

year?   

(b) If not, why?  
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9. 
592/2024 

Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithrarachchi,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister     

of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local            

Government,— (2)  

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of Members of Parliament who received the Pension 

and are receiving the Pension and the pension of each such Member 

of Parliament, separately;   

(ii) of the number of Members of Parliament out of those Members of 

Parliament who represented the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, and 

the Pension of each such Member of Parliament and the period of 

service, separately; 

(iii) of the period of time a Member of Parliament should complete  to 

be eligible for Pension entitlements; 

(iv) of the Pension of a Member of Parliament who has completed a 

period of service of 5 years; and 

(v) of the manner in which the Pension of a Member of Parliament 

varies according to his period of service?  

(b) If not, why?  

10. 

1245/2024 

Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,— (1)   

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of recipients of jobs recruited at the first phase and 

the number of recipients of jobs recruited at the second phase of    

the programme of providing one hundred thousand jobs to the     

low-income families and the number of  recipients of jobs, out of 

those recruited who are employed at present, separately;    

(ii) whether a permanent place of work has been assigned to those who 

are employed at present; 

(iii) of the number of recipients of jobs who have not been assigned with 

a permanent place of work, if any;  

(iv) whether steps would be taken to confirm the above recipients of 

jobs on their posts; and   

(v) if so, the dates on which it would be done?   

(b) If not, why?   
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NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE  DAY 
 

*1. 

Animal Welfare Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*2. 

Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*3. 

Anti Terrorism Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*4. 

Gender Equality Bill — Second Reading.  

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*5. 

Immigration Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*6. 

Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duties (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*7. 

Safeguard Measures (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*8. 

Penal Code (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*9. 

Mediation Boards (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*10. 

Online Safety (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*11. 

Public Assets Management Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*12. 

Penal Code (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*13. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 
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*14. 

Rent (Repeal) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*15. 

Protection of Occupants Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*16. 

Bills of Exchange (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*17. 

Commission for Truth, Unity and Reconciliation in Sri Lanka Bill — Second 

Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*18. 

National Land Commission Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*19. 

Companies (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*20. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 241— Programme 

01— † That this Parliament resolves that a supplementary sum not exceeding Rupees 

One Hundred Thirty Billion (Rs. 130,000,000,000) shall be payable out of the 

Consolidated Fund of the  Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, or any other 

fund or finances possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government 

at the discretion of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of 

the financial year commencing of 01st January, 2024 and ending on 31st December, 

2024, and that the said sum may be expended  in the manner specified in the schedule 

hereto:— 
 

SCHEDULE 

 

Head  241 - Department of Public Enterprises   

Programme 01 - Operational Activities    
 

   Recurrent  Expenditure Rs.    130,000,000,000 

   Total Expenditure Rs.    130,000,000,000  
 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 2 of 2024 presented on 03rd September, 2024. 

Total of Supplementary Estimate No. 1 Rs. 8,750,000,000/- 
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*21. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Act (No. 1),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2384/35 of 17th May 2024, which were presented on 18.06.2024, be 

approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*22. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Act (No. 2),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2324/45 of 24th March 2023, which were presented on 25.04.2023, be 

approved. 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

*23. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Act (No. 3),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2296/30 of 09th September 2022, which were presented on 

06.10.2022, be approved. 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

*24. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Notification under the Finance Act,— That the 

Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 51 read with Section 19 of the Finance Act, No. 35 of 2018 

relating to Luxury Tax on Motor Vehicles and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2368/24 of 24th January 2024, which was presented on 02.04.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 
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*25. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Resolution for the Implementation of External Debt 

Restructuring Agreements,—  Whereas, in March 2022, Sri Lanka faced a severe debt 

sustainability crisis as Foreign Exchange Reserves experienced continuous depletion 

and consequently, on the advice of the Monetary Board of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka 

suspended public external debt repayments to prevent further deterioration of the 

economic situation; 

 

And whereas, the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) initiated negotiations with the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) to restructure the debt and find a solution to the 

crisis, following a transparent disclosure of the severe issue to the public and upon 

stakeholder consultation, the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) appointed Lazard as 

Financial Advisors and Clifford Chance LLP as Legal Advisors to represent GOSL in 

negotiations with the IMF; 

 

And whereas, the IMF conducted a comprehensive review of Sri Lanka's financial 

situation and issued a Debt Sustainability Assessment, delineating the challenges and 

potential solutions and in accordance with the IMF's roadmap, a rigorous debt 

restructuring procedure was subsequently initiated by Sri Lanka; 

 

 And whereas, despite the suspension of foreign debt repayments, which included 

bilateral creditor repayments and payments to Sovereign Bondholders, Sri Lanka 

remained committed to servicing multilateral creditor payments; 

 

And whereas, pursuant to the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers dated 28th June 

2023, Parliament resolved that the domestic public debt of Sri Lanka be optimized to 

ensure public debt sustainability; 

 

And whereas, the domestic debt restructuring process was successfully conducted 

and concluded by Sri Lanka in accordance with the IMF's debt sustainability assessment 

and consequently, the remaining two components of the foreign loans consist of 

payments to bilateral creditors and payments to Sovereign Bondholders; 

 

And whereas, in order to restructure the bilateral loans in accordance with the IMF's 

debt sustainability parameters, an Official Creditor Committee (OCC) was established 

under the leadership of France, Japan, and India and concurrently, Sri Lanka engaged in 

discussions with the Export-Import Bank of China (EXIM Bank) within the same 

parameters as the OCC; 
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And whereas, on June 26, 2024, the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies presented the memorandum to the Cabinet of Ministers outlining the 

successful conclusion of debt restructuring negotiations with the Official Creditor 

Committee (OCC) and the Export-Import Bank of China (EXIM Bank), paving the way 

for potential future positive credit reviews; 

 

And whereas, Sri Lanka is expected to achieve improved credit ratings as a result of 

this strategic and measured approach, which will facilitate access to the international 

financial markets; 

 

And whereas, on June 26, 2024, the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the 

Official Creditor Committee (OCC) reached the final agreement on debt restructuring 

agreement in Paris, and the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and Export-Import Bank 

of China (EXIM Bank) reached the final agreement on debt restructuring agreement in 

Beijing, marking a significant breakthrough following a series of successful 

negotiations by the GOSL and these agreements pave the way for Sri Lanka to resume 

its bilateral economic relationships with creditor countries with renewed commitment; 

 

And whereas, the Debt Restructuring Agreements are instrumental in regaining debt 

sustainability in alignment with the IMF Debt Sustainability Analysis and furthermore, 

they are poised to significantly transform Sri Lanka’s economy, facilitating a swift 

economic recovery and fostering sustainable growth; and  

 

Therefore, this Parliament resolves that as per the decision of the Cabinet of 

Ministers dated June 26, 2024 to grant all requisite approvals to the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies to implement the following      

agreements:— 

(i) The Final Agreement reached between the Democratic Socialist Republic of 

Sri Lanka and the Official Creditor Committee (OCC) on the Debt 

Restructuring of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on 26th June 

2024; and 

(ii) The Final Amendment Agreement to Loan Agreements reached between the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Export-Import Bank of 

China  (EXIM Bank) on 26th June 2024.  

*26. 

Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Order under the Foreign Exchange Act,— That the 

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies 

under Section 22 of the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of 2017 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2389/08 of 18th June 2024, which was presented on 

06.08.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 
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*27. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Payment and Settlement 

Systems Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies under Section 17 read with Section 11 of the 

Payment and Settlement Systems Act, No. 28 of 2005 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2382/11 of 30th April 2024, which were presented on 21.08.2024, be 

approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*28. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government,— Order under the Tourism Act,— That the 

Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of the Tourism 

Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development 

Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist development area and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2364/29 of 28th December 2023, which was presented on 

09.07.2024, be approved. 

*29. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulation under the Casino Business (Regulation) 

Act,— That the Regulation made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization 

and National Policies under Section 4 read with Section 3 of the Casino Business 

(Regulation) Act, No. 17 of 2010 relating to Casino Business Licensing Regulations, 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2386/09 of 29th May 2024, which was 

presented on 03.09.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*30. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Order under the Ports and Airports Development 

Levy Act,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization 

and National Policies under Section 3(3) of the Ports and Airports Development Levy 

Act, No. 18 of 2011 relating to Ports and Airports Development Levy and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2377/39 of 28th March 2024, which was presented on 

03.09.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*31. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Colombo Port City 

Economic Commission Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of 

Investment Promotion in consultation with the Colombo Port City Economic 

Commission and the Condominium Management Authority established under Section 2 
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of the Condominium Management Authority Law, No. 10 of 1973, under Paragraph (q) 

of Section 71(2) read with Section 54 of the Colombo Port City Economic Commission 

Act, No. 11 of 2021 relating to Colombo Port City Management of Condominium 

Property and published in the Gazette Extraordinary    No. 2394/68 of 26th July 2024, 

which were presented on 03.09.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*32. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Sports Law,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs under Section 41 read 

with Section 31 of the Sports Law, No. 25 of 1973 with regard to the National 

Associations of Sports Regulations and published in the Gazette Extraordinary           

No. 2382/32 of 03rd May 2024, which was presented on 03.09.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*33. 

The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs,— Regulations under 

the Antiquities Ordinance,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of 

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs on 25th May 2023 under Section 47(1) 

read with Section 46 of the Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940 (Chapter 188) and  

which were presented on 05.07.2023, be approved. 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

*34. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms,— Rules under 

the Incorporated Council of Legal Education Ordinance,— That the Rules made by the 

incorporated Council of Legal Education with the concurrence of the Minister of 

Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Section 7 of the Incorporated 

Council of Legal Education Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2332/02 of 15th May 2023, which were presented on 18.07.2023, be 

approved. 

*35. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms,— Regulations 

under the Debt Conciliation Ordinance,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of 

Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Sections 6 and 10 read with 

Section 63 of the Debt Conciliation Ordinance (Chapter 81) and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2381/23 of 22nd April 2024, which was presented on 

12.07.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 
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*36. 

Minister of Power and Energy,— Regulations under the Petroleum Resources Act,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Power and Energy under Section 48 read 

with Section 19(2) of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21 of 2021 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2393/11 of 15th July 2024, which were presented on 

06.08.2024, be approved. 

(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

*37. 

Minister of Power and Energy,— Regulations under the Sri Lanka Sustainable 

Energy Authority Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Power and 

Energy under Section 67 read with paragraphs (d) and (e) of Section 36(2) of the Sri 

Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority  Act, No. 35 of 2007 relating to Energy 

Performance Standards of Appliances (Refrigerators) and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2327/33 of 11th April 2023 and the Regulation made by the Minister 

of Power and Energy for rectifying the Legal Draftsman’s Number on the Sinhala 

language copy of the said gazette under the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority 

Act, No. 35 of 2007 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2397/28 of 14 th 

August 2024, which were presented on 03.09.2024, be approved. 

*38. 

Minister of Power and Energy,— Regulations under the Sri Lanka Sustainable 

Energy Authority  Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Power and 

Energy under Section 67 read with Sections 36 and 38 of the Sri Lanka Sustainable 

Energy Authority  Act, No. 35 of 2007 relating to Specific Energy Consumption 

Benchmarks Regulations and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2339/09 of 

04th July 2023, which were presented on 03.09.2024, be approved. 

39. 

Penal Code (Amendment) Bill — Consideration. 

40. 

Sathya Sri Ghanapathi Bhakthi Jana Sewa Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — 

Consideration. 

41. 

Institute of Drafting Technologists Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill — Consideration. 

42. 

Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill — Consideration. 

43. 

Lions Clubs International District 306A - National Development Foundation Trust  

(Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

44. 

Tobacco Tax (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 
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45. 

Roshan Ranasinghe Janasahana Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

46. 

Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

47. 

Institute of Sport for Peace, Education, Empowerment and Development (SPEED) 

(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

48. 

Public Health Emergency Bill — Second Reading. 

49. 

Sri Lanka Insurance Institute (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

50. 

Marriages (General) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

51. 

Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Repeal)  Bill — Second Reading. 

52. 

Plastics and Rubber Institute of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

53. 

Marriage Registration (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading. 

54. 

Minimum Age of Marriage Bill — Second Reading. 

55. 

Community Association of Professionals (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

56. 

Arundika Fernando Relief Services and Godfrey Fernando Memorial Foundation 

(Incorporation) Bill— Second Reading. 

57. 

Hector Appuhamy Helping Hand Charity Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second 

Reading. 

58. 

Janaraja Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading. 

59. 

Vanni Mann Charity Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.  
 

 

*   Indicates Government Business. 
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Wednesday, October 09, 2024 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1. 

611/2024 

Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera,— To ask the Prime Minister and the Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,—(2) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the foreign visits attended by the incumbent President since his 

assumption of office; 

(ii) separately of the Heads of States met during each of those visits; 

(iii) whether diplomatic agreements have been entered into with those 

heads of states;  

(iv) if so, what those agreements separately are; 

(v) of the number of other delegates who have accompanied the 

President on each of the aforesaid foreign visits separately; and 

(vi) of  the amount spent on each such foreign tour separately? 

(b) If not, why?  

2. 

639/2024 

 Hon. B.Y.G Rathnasakara,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation 

Industries,— (1)    

(a) Will he inform this House of the — 

(i) total Coconut production of Sri Lanka in 2023 in relation to each 

province, separately; and  

(ii) manner of fluctuation of the total Coconut production in 2023 as 

against 2022 ?   

(b) Will he also inform this House of the — 

(i) total Tea production of Sri Lanka in 2023;   

(ii) income earned from the exportation of Tea in that year; and 

(iii) number of researches conducted by the research institutions 

established for plantation crops including the Tea Research 

Institution and Coconut Research Institution in 2023; and 

(iv) main findings of such research?  

(c) If not, why?   
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3. 

1090/2024 

Hon. Samanpriya Herath,—To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization 

and National Policies,—(2) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of registered leasing companies in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) whether legal actions have been taken against the leasing companies 

that have not been registered properly; 

(iii) whether he is aware that different interest rates charged by those 

leasing companies have caused severe inconvenience on the parties 

who have signed agreements with them;  

(iv) whether a proper mechanism has been executed to regulate the 

interest rates charged by the said companies; and 

(v) of the methodology adopted to safeguard the customers who have 

obtained leasing facilities ? 

(b) If not, why? 

4. 

1129/2024 

Hon. D. Weerasingha,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,— (1)  

(a) Will he inform this House separately of the — 

(i) extent of lands owned by the Land Reform Commission in Ampara 

district;  

(ii) extent of lands distributed among the public out of the aforesaid 

lands;  

(iii) extent of lands where deeds have been handed over out of the 

aforesaid lands; and 

(iv) extent of lands, deeds are to be handed over in the future;  

according to each divisional secretariat division? 

(b) If not, why? 

5. 

1156/2024 

Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Transport and 

Highways,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) whether passenger transportation can be carried out using the 

vehicles that are only permitted to transport goods;  

(ii) whether he is aware that passenger transportation is being carried 

out using the aforesaid vehicles;  
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(iii) of the legitimate authority granted for passenger transportation in 

aforesaid vehicles;  

(iv) whether he is aware that the number of fatalities resulting from 

accidents involving passenger transportation vehicles operating 

unsafely is on the rise; and 

(v) if so, of the measures that will be taken regarding the matter? 

(b) If not, why? 
 

 

 

Thursday, October 10,  2024 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1. 
1246/2024 

Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,—(3)  

(a) Will he inform this House of the — 

(i) progress of the Presidential Commission appointed to probe into the 

allegations levelled by ‘Channel 4’ on Easter Sunday attacks in Sri 

Lanka in 2019,— 

(ii) date when the report of the above Commission will be made 

available to this House and the public; and 

(iii)  reasons if there is no progress in the investigation? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) of the reasons for the appointment of a Select Committee of 

Parliament to investigate into the same allegations levelled by 

‘Channel 4’ regarding the aforesaid attacks; 

(ii) of the progress of the above Committee; 

(iii) if there is no progress, the reasons; and 

(iv) of the parameters of the above Committee? 

(c) Will he further inform this House of the reasons the government has 

repeatedly ignored calls for an independent international inquiry on the 

said attacks? 

(d) If not, why? 

2. 
1251/2024 

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana,— To ask the Minister of Public  

Security,—(3) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the observations and recommendations made on the Senior 

Deputy Inspector General Mr. Nilantha Jayawardhana in the report 

of the Presidential Commission appointed to investigate on the 

Easter Sunday Attack; 
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(ii) of the date on which he was appointed to the position of the Head of 

Police Administration Division, the date on which he was 

recommended for the said position and separately of the names of 

the individuals and institutions that recommended him for the 

aforesaid position; 

(iii) of the factors that contributed towards the appointment of the above 

officer to the said position in spite of being alleged in relation to the 

Easter Attack; and 

(iv) whether measures will be taken to reconsider the above 

appointment?  

(b) If not, why? 

3. 

1287/2024 

Hon. Kins Nelson,— To ask the Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment,— (2) 

(a) Will he inform this House of— 

(i) the date on which the ‘Shrama Wasana Fund’ was initiated; 

(ii) its initial objectives;   

(iii) the number of people who have benefitted from that Fund from 

2015 to date;  

(iv) the sources of this fund; and 

(v) the steps that would be taken to strengthen the Fund further? 

(b) If not, why? 

4. 

1705/2024 

Hon. K. P. S. Kumarasiri,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture and Plantation 

Industries,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House —  

(i) whether a program will be prepared to regulate the prices of agro 

seeds that have gone up excessively;  

(ii) of the intervention made by the Ministry of Agriculture when 

importing agro seeds;  

(iii) whether interventions are made to control the prices and to 

guarantee the quality of agro seeds that are being imported; and 

(iv) separately, of the types of agro seeds that are imported within a 

year, the quantity imported from each type and the amount spent for 

the purpose?    

(b) If not, why?  
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5. 

1731/2024 

Hon. Jagath Priyankara,— To ask the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms,— (1)   

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) whether he is aware that there was a plan to set the Negombo Prison 

up at Wennappuwa as a solution to the excessive congestion 

prevailing at the Negombo Prison; 

(ii) of the preliminary expenditure borne on the aforesaid project, if any; 

and   

(iii) the current progress of the project?   

(b) If not, why?  

6. 

1745/2024 

Hon. Imran Maharoof,— To ask the Minister of Transport and Highways,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) separately of the time of departure from Trincomalee and the time of 

arrival in Colombo of the Trincomalee–Colombo train; 

(ii) whether he is aware that the night train that runs from Trincomalee 

to Colombo arrives in Colombo Fort Railway Station at 3.30 a.m.;  

(iii) whether he is aware that the people who travel to Colombo on the 

aforesaid train face various difficulties by having to wait for a long 

time to get public transport services from Colombo as most public 

transport services in the Colombo city start their operations after 

5.00 a.m.; and 

(iv) if so, of the steps that will be taken to address this issue? 

(b) If not, why?  

7. 

1754/2024 

Hon. Ishak Rahuman,— To ask the Minister of Health,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) separately, as per each district, of the number of thalassemia patients 

in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) whether he is aware that it costs about Rs. 48 lakhs to perform a 

gene transplant surgery for a thalassemia patient in a private 

hospital; 

(iii) if so, whether steps are being taken to perform aforesaid surgery in 

government hospitals? 

(b) If not, why?  
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8. 

1874/2024 

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,— To ask the Minister of Health,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) whether he is aware that approximately 300 undergraduates reading 

for Ayurvedic Medicine (BAMS, BUMS, BSMS) are without their 

internship training; 

(ii) of the reason as to why they are not given the internship training; 

(iii) whether action will be taken to direct them for internship training; 

and 

(iv) if so, when? 

(b) If not, why? 

9. 

2020/2024 

Hon. S. M. Marikkar,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies,— (2)   

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) whether he is aware that the customers of Edirisinghe Trust 

Investment Limited (ETI), which was run on the approval of the 

Central Bank of Sri Lanka, got into difficulty owing to the cessation 

of its business activities in early 2018; 

(ii) of the value of the assets of that institution following the decision of 

the court that it should be liquidated at the latter part of 2023;   

(iii) of that, the amount of money that has been set aside to be paid to the 

depositors of that institution; 

(iv) whether a specific date of the payment of such monies has been 

decided; and 

(v) if so, that date? 

(b) Will he also inform this House of the — 

(i) responsibilities on the owners of a company under the Companies 

Act at an occasion of this type; and 

(ii) future steps that the Central Bank of Sri Lanka will take in relation 

to the above customers?   

(c) If not, why?  
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10. 

2139/2024 

Hon. Tissa Attanayake,— To ask the Minister of Education,— (2) 

(a) Will he admit that— 

(i) the infrastructure facilities  such as a crop farm, animal farm, paddy 

field and the irrigation facilities  which are essential for the practical 

activities of the students following the Diploma Course in 

Agriculture at the Hardy Advanced Technological Institute, Ampara 

have not been fulfilled although almost 04 years have lapsed since 

the commencement of the said course; 

(ii) the study tours which are an essential part of the Agricultural 

Science course, are not organized due to the lack of proper 

supervision of the above course by the Heads of Agriculture 

Departments; and 

(iii) no systematic program has been implemented to recruit external 

instructors to avoid the shortage of instructors required for the 

course, although there is a high demand for the Agricultural Science 

course? 

(b) If so, will he inform this house of the solutions given for the above 

problems? 

(c) If not, why? 
 

Friday, October 11, 2024 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1. 
1924/2024 

Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe,— To ask the Minister of Environment,—(1) 

(a) Will he inform this  House— 

(i) whether species of medicinal plants which are  endemic to Sri Lanka 

and are  facing the threat of extinction have been identified; 

(ii) if so, the said medicinal plants; 

(iii) of the medicinal plants that have been included in the Red Data 

Book out of the aforesaid medicinal plants; and 

(iv) the measures that have been taken to conserve those medicinal 

plants? 

(b) If not, why? 

2. 
1945/2024 

Hon. Milan Jayathilaka,— To ask the Minister of Investment Promotion,— (2) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of varieties of sugarcane in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) what those varieties are; 

(iii) of the varieties of sugarcane that are cultivated in Sri Lanka at 

present; 
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(iv) of the variety of sugarcane that produces the most amount of 

molasses; and 

(v) of the varieties of sugarcane that produce less amount of molasses?  

(b) If not, why?   

3. 

1975/2024 

 Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura,— To ask the Minister of Urban Development and 

Housing,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this  House separately by each year, of the number of — 

(i) urban houses, constructed from 2019 to date; 

(ii) low-income and middle-class households, among them; and 

(iii) low-income houses and the middle-class houses that have been 

distributed among aforesaid houses? 

(b) If not, why? 

4. 

2013/2024 

 Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake,— To ask the Minister of Urban Development and 

Housing,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) whether the lands surrounding the city have been acquired by the 

Government for the development of Kandy city; 

(ii) if so, of the extent of such land; 

(iii) of the number of owners of those lands; 

(iv) whether compensation has been paid for those lands which have 

been acquired; 

(v) if so,  of the total amount of compensation paid; and 

(vi) of the amount of the compensation separately according to each land 

owner? 

(b) If not, why? 

5. 

2027/2024 

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam,— To ask the Minister of Wildlife 

and Forest Resources Conservation,— (1) 

(a) Will she inform this House of the— 

(i) length of electric fences for elephants, constructed from 2019 to 

2023, separately for each year; 

(ii) length of electric fences for elephants, planned for future 

construction; 

in Batticaloa district, in kilometers? 

(b) If not, why? 
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6. 

2044/2024 

Hon. Lalith Ellawala,—To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government‚— (2) 

(a) Will he inform this House, separately of the— 

(i) number of Presidents and Members of Parliament who are receiving 

the  pension in Sri Lanka; 

(ii) names of the said Presidents and Members of Parliament; and    

(iii) specific staff provided to each of the said Presidents and Members 

of Parliament with government allowances by their designations, 

separately? 

(b) Will he also inform this House— 

(i) whether officers of the armed forces or Sri Lanka Police have been 

deployed to provide security for the said  Presidents and  Members 

of Parliament mentioned in (a) (i); and 

(ii) if so, of the number of  officers of the armed forces and Sri Lanka 

Police who have been deployed to provide security for the said  

Presidents and  Members of Parliament separately? 

(c) If not, why? 

7. 

2056/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— To ask the Non Cabinet Ministry of State Plantation 

Enterprises Reforms,—(3) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) of the number of  land divisions in the Kandy Bowhill Estate, which 

belonged to the Janatha Estates Development Board (JEDB) when 

the state estates were restructured in the year 1992; 

(ii) of the names of the said land divisions; and 

(iii) out of the said land divisions,  whether any land division had been 

left uncultivated and abandoned by 2015?  

(b) Will he also inform this House— 

(i) whether the land divisions or buildings of the aforementioned estate 

have been granted to any external party or private institution during 

the period from the year 1992  to  2015; 

(ii) if so, the names of each of the said individuals/ private institutions 

and the total number of land divisions and buildings granted as such, 

separately;  and 

(iii) separately, of the number of families residing in each of the 

aforementioned land divisions/buildings mentioned in (i) above? 

(c) If not, why? 
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8. 

2079/2024 

Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena,— To ask the Minister of Mass Media,— (2) 

(a) Will he inform this House of the —  

(i) number of religious festivals that have been broadcast live from 

2015 to date, by state-owned radio channels and television channels, 

separately according to each year; 

(ii) names of those festivals; 

(iii) amount of expenditure incurred in covering the aforesaid events; 

(iv) amount charged so far and the amount to be charged for the 

coverage of those events, separately each year; and 

(v) steps to be taken to recover the amount due?  

(b) If not, why? 

9. 

2089/2024 

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha,— To ask the Minister of Power and Energy,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House of the — 

(i) number of private power plants in Sri Lanka at present;  

(ii) name of each power plant and the name of the owner separately; and 

(iii) number of units of electricity purchased from each of the above-

mentioned power plants since 2015 and the amount paid for that in 

each year, separately? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) whether he is aware that the terms and conditions of the agreements 

signed regarding the purchase of electricity from private power 

plants are detrimental to Ceylon Electricity Board ;  

(ii) whether a new price formula will be introduced regarding the 

purchase of electricity from private power plants; and 

(iii) if so, the details in that regard? 

(c) If not, why? 

10. 
2156/2024 

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Health,— (1) 

(a) Is he aware that the — 

(i) basic requirements and available space for patients in the outpatient 

department, inpatient department, and various clinics of Puttalam 

Base Hospital, an 'A' grade facility, are inadequate; 

(ii) hospital is not adequately staffed and there are vacancies existing   

in the posts of Doctor, Development Officer, Attendant, 

Cardiographer, Ward Clerk, Plumber, Seamstress, Hospital 

Overseer, Cook, Telephone Operator, Mason, Carpenter, and 

Driver?  
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(b) Will he inform this House whether immediate steps will be taken to 

address the basic needs of the said hospital and fill the aforementioned 

vacancies? 

(c) If not, why? 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE  DAY 

1. 

P.2/2024                        

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Formulating the research theses of the students of 

universities and other tertiary education institutions with a focus on the development 

work undertaken by the relevant ministries,— That this Parliament resolves that a 

formal procedure be formulated by the government to make use of the research theses 

written by the students of the universities and the other tertiary education institutions to 

achieve the long-term, medium-term and short-term objectives of the relevant ministries 

when the future development processes are undertaken as it is of utmost importance to 

draft the research theses of the students of universities and other tertiary education 

institutions functioning in Sri Lanka at present related to their courses of study, with a 

focus on the economic, social and cultural developments in Sri Lanka, and whereas an 

officer responsible for each ministry at ministry level is required to be appointed to 

coordinate between the thesis supervisor and the ministry concerned. 

2. 

P.3/2024                        

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Taking the initiative to protect the Buddhist places of 

worship worldwide,— That this Parliament resolves that an appropriate programme be 

formulated by the government enabling Sri Lanka to initiate advocating the Buddhist 

leaders and organizations around the world with a view to establishing a strong 

organization to tighten the security of the Buddhist temples worshipped by the 

Buddhists living around the world to lobby on behalf of Buddhists at the international  

level. 

3. 

P.4/2024                        

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Expanding the Maintenance Boards for Elders island 

wide,— That this Parliament resolves that the necessary steps be taken by the 

government enabling the expansion of Maintenance Boards for Elders functioning 

under the National Council and Secretariat for Elders of the Ministry of Health to the 

provincial, district and divisional secretariat levels with the objective of  facilitating the 

elders, who spend the last stage of life, to lodge complaints regarding various injustices 

faced by them due to the discrimination caused by their family members and certain 

organizations. 
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4. 

P.5/2024 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Combining the knowledge on Sri Lankan food culture  

with the teaching process,— That this Parliament resolves that an appropriate 

programme be implemented by the government to make the food culture of Sri Lanka 

known among local and foreign people and elevate the Sri Lankan identity by endowing 

the future generations with the Sri Lanka food culture pedagogy through pedagogical 

methodologies as food art of Sri Lanka is comprised of a number aspects including the 

art of flavors and mixation, art of cooking food, art of coloring and the art of food 

carving. 

5. 

P.6/2024 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Suppressing the drug rackets carried out through online 

marketing,— That this Parliament resolves that a proper programme be formulated and 

implemented by the government whereas substandard pharmaceuticals, medical 

equipment and beauty culture products are hugely sold online at present and this makes 

a huge threat to the safety of the lives of the people of our country. 

6. 

P.7/2024 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Making the society aware of the value of school 

children,— That this Parliament resolves that a national level programme be formulated 

and implemented by the government in regard to the manner in which children should 

be protected in the face of  social challenges for the future betterment of the society and 

the country, having explained the value of children in a simple manner  through 

sociological and psychological methodologies to the persons such as parents, teachers, 

sports coaches, school van drivers that always associate with school children.   

7. 

P.8/2024 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Strengthening the economy of elderly communities 

through a loan scheme,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should 

make a suitable arrangement to implement a loan scheme though the banking system for 

those who are above 60 years of age, whereas the contribution of the elderly community 

over 60 years can be obtained to enhance the development in the entire Sri Lankan 

economy by strengthening their livelihood, and whereas they are discriminated against 

in the society as that elderly community is not granted loan facilities through the 

banking system. 

8. 

P.9/2024 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Launching a book on the history of Sri Lanka,—            

That this Parliament resolves that suitable steps be taken by the government to launch a 

book on the history of Sri Lanka on the sponsorship of the government under a 

proficient board of editors upon studying archeology, literature, folklore and Roman, 

Greek and Persian history from the human evolution. 
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9. 

P.11/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Continuing the construction work of Ruwanpura 

Expressway,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should take necessary 

measures to carry out the construction work of Ruwanpura Expressway continuously at 

least in phases since not only the people living in Ratnapura district but also in Badulla 

and Hambanthota districts will be benefitted from the construction of the Expressway as 

it would help gain immense benefits despite the economic difficulties the country is 

currently experiencing.     

10. 

P.12/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Extending the Kelani Valley railway line up to  

Ratnapura,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should take measures to 

extend the Kelani Valley railway line up to Ratnapura since it is considered as one of 

the railway lines that generate a higher income for the Sri Lanka Railways Department, 

whereas people living in a number of districts, including Ratnapura, Hambanthota and 

Badulla will be benefitted from extending the Kelani Valley railway line up to 

Ratnapura. 

11. 

P.13/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Uplifting the collapsed financial institutions,— That this 

Parliament resolves that a programme be formulated by the Government with 

immediate effect to uplift the financial institutions of the country, whereas several such 

institutions have collapsed  throughout the past period and whereas the depositors  of 

the said institutions encounter a number of common issues in spite of the fact that a 

significant impact is made by these financial institutions towards the economic 

development and on the financial market of a country. 

12. 

P.14/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Increase of the local canned fish production,— That this 

Parliament resolves that action be taken by the Government to initiate a programme 

with immediate effect to develop the local canned fish  industry, whereas a substantial 

amount of money is annually spent on the importation of canned fish required by the 

country amidst Sri Lanka being a country surrounded by the sea. 

13. 

P.15/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Repairing the disposable vehicles in Local                

Authorities,— That this Parliament resolves that the Government should prepare an 

accelerated programme to repair the disposable vehicles that are piled up in Local 

Authorities, which is a common scene, whereas a large amount of money can be saved 

by repairing those vehicles without purchasing new vehicles. 



 

(28) 

14. 

P.16/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Ensuring welfare for migrant workers,— That this 

Parliament resolves that steps be taken expeditiously to launch a programme ensuring 

welfare for the families of migrant workers who contribute most of the foreign 

exchange to Sri Lanka.   

15. 

P.17/2024 

Hon. Hesha Withanage,— Developing the bee honey industry,— That this 

Parliament resolves that an expedited programme should be implemented by the 

government to develop the local bee honey industry as bee honey is of very high 

medicinal value and in great demand in the local and international market. 

16. 

P.19/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Compilation of the Constitution of Sri Lanka in 

“Braille” and “Audio” mode,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary actions be 

taken by the Government to compile the Constitution of Sri Lanka in “Braille” and 

“Audio” mode for hearing and visually impaired community to gain knowledge and 

understanding of the fundamental law of the country, whereas the Constitution is the 

fundamental law and the basic model of the state in any country, whereas almost two 

million citizens out of nearly twenty two million Sri Lankan citizens are from the 

disabled community, and whereas almost six hundred thousand citizens from among the 

disabled community are hearing and visually impaired citizens as well . 

17. 

P.20/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Computing  the Z-score, the index used to select the 

university admissions on National Merits and School Basis at 50% each,—  That this 

Parliament resolves that steps be taken by the government to categorize all three 

thousand forty two schools (3042) within the school system in which A/L stream is 

available computing  the Z-score for university entrance admissions based on National 

Merits and school basis distinctively at 50% each in place of the  district and remote 

district basis, whereas the number of university admissions eligible for all faculties 

except for art faculties among the students who have passed the A/L examination is 

based on the Z-score as the accepted index, accordingly, whereas 40% of the Z-score is 

based on national merits, 55% is based on district basis and 5% is based on the remote 

district basis and whereas it is unfair and unjustifiable to consider or substitute  the same 

cut-off mark for all schools in each district. 
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18. 

P.21/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Mentioning only the initials of the family name along 

with the first name or the National Identity Card number when calling out the name of a 

person publicly,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should take 

necessary measures to mention only the initials of the family name along with the first 

name or the National Identity Card number when calling out the name of a person 

publicly abolishing the law, the custom or the tradition that is rejected by the present 

generation and which cannot be applicable to the modern world whereas many persons 

are left embarrassed when their first names are called out loud along with the family 

name during a court hearing or when a voter is asked to cast the vote during an election 

or when an undergraduate’s name is announced during a convocation whereas in the Sri 

Lankan society family names are mainly based on the duties vested to each person in 

the feudal society and the positions their ancestors had served the king therefore 

indicating the caste relevant to each profession.   

19. 

P.22/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Converting all Colleges of Education in Sri Lanka 

into University Faculties,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary action be taken 

by the Government to enforce the Cabinet decision regarding which  the proposal was 

presented and approval obtained by me on 13th February 2020 as the Minister of 

Education to convert the currently functioning nineteen Colleges of Education into 

University Faculties to be suitable for awarding a four-year degree course with a three-

year theoretical course and one-year school-based training, whereas it is necessary to 

make all the teachers in the school system into trained graduate teachers by the year 

2023 in  order to upgrade the education in Sri Lanka to the advanced international level, 

and whereas the majority of teachers are currently awarded a higher diploma at the end 

of a  three-year theoretical and practical course. 

20. 

P.23/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Giving at least  5% representation to citizens with 

disabilities in the election of representatives to all public representative bodies,— That 

this Parliament resolves that the Government should amend the relevant Acts and Laws 

so that citizens with disabilities have at least 5% representation in the preparation of 

nominations for electing representatives to all public representative bodies, whereas the 

disabled community in this country has exceeded 8% of the total population as per the 

last census conducted in Sri Lanka, whereas the space is very little for the disabled 

community to be elected to public representative bodies from the local government 

where the rural administration takes place to the Parliament where national policies are 

formulated and whereas the policies related to the disabled citizens of this country have 

not been made and are not made in accordance with the concepts of developed 

countries. 
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21. 

P. 24/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Providing opportunities for sportsmen and 

sportswomen who represent a national sports team or claim a national level record to 

read for any degree course related to the field of sports,— That this Parliament resolves 

that the government should prepare the necessary legal and higher educational structure 

for sportsmen and sportswomen who represent any national sports team in Sri Lanka or 

claim a national level record to pursue any degree course related to the field of sports, 

not based on their basic educational qualification or the Z-score. 

22. 

P.25/2024 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— Speedy implementation of the Nilwala River 

Development Project,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should 

implement speedily the preliminary plans of the Nilwala river development project with 

a focus on diverting the Uruboku Oya and Kirama Ara to Hambantota district in the arid 

zone, creating the Batuwita reservoir, Athuraliya reservoir, Kadawedduwa reservoir and 

Dediyagala reservoir of the lower basin and reconstructing the abandoned bunds after 

making fresh studies on the safe zone and unsafe zone, all of which have a direct 

bearing on the districts of Matara and Hambantota, and whereas the daily lives and the 

economy of the people living in the Matara district and the  Nilwala basin are faced 

with a severe crisis owing to the failure of the completion of the Nilwala River 

Development Scheme which was initiated in the 1980’s. 

23. 

P.30/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Developing sports in estate sector,— That this Parliament 

resolves that a Sports development program should be launched in order to get the 

youth contribution of the estate sector for the sports development of the country, as they 

have displayed their skills locally and internationally, and they do not have any sports 

facilities in their estate schools as well as  the estate areas where they live. 

24. 

P.31/2024 

Hon. Velu kumar,— Developing cricket in up-country estate areas,— That this 

Parliament resolves that a special program should be implemented to provide necessary  

training facilities to the areas whether many talented players are residing, in order to get 

the contribution of the talented cricket players  in estate areas, as Sri Lanka is a country 

which had earned international recognition in Cricket and the performance of the Sri 

Lankan Cricket team was very unsatisfactory in the recent past.     

25. 

P.32/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Improvement of Traditional Arts of up-country People into a 

Commercial Activity,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should 

establish a suitable centre in order to facilitate the protection of Traditional Arts and 

improve them as commercial activity as up country people of Indian Origin  of Estate 

Sector is a community representing Sri Lanka, and Traditional arts such as Nadagam, 

Kohombakale dance, kavadi dance and  traditional stick dance are seen within this 

community. 
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26. 

P.33/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Setting  up  a Standard and a Regulatory System for Child Day 

Care Centers,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should take 

appropriate steps to set up a proper standard  and a regulatory system with regard to 

Day Care Centers for the safety and the welfare of the children who decide the future of 

the country, as private parties run Day Care Centers in different areas of the country  

and no proper standard, methodology and a regulatory system in regard to such centers 

that are  run by estate Companies. 

27. 

P.34/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Improving the process of forest cultivation in the Central 

Province,— That this Parliament resolves that the Government should initiate necessary 

measures to stop cultivating the pine trees completely and launch the natural 

afforestation system as an alternative whereas most of the water catchment areas in Sri 

Lanka are located in the central hills, especially in the Kandy and Matale districts have 

severely been affected by pine cultivation. 

28. 

P.35/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Providing drinking water supply to the Estate community of the 

upcountry,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary measures be taken for the 

inclusion of plantation areas in the Government programme for the provision of potable 

water, having paid attention to the need for the implementation of drinking water supply 

programme carried out in other areas since the people of the plantation sector in the 

upcountry fulfill their drinking water requirement from natural water springs, rivers, 

canals and wells as a result of the poor implementation of plans for the supply of 

drinking water, whereas these people have to face various health problems owing to a 

situation where they are unable to find water suitable for drinking due to increasing 

population and environment pollution caused by excessive use of agrochemicals, and 

whereas a scarcity of water has occurred due to the diversion of water in plantation 

areas to other parts of the country.   

29. 

P.36/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Acquisition of estate roads to the Government,— That this 

Parliament resolves that necessary steps be taken to acquire the estate roads to be under 

the Local Government and Provincial Council roads as the ownership, as management 

and administration of estates that have a significant place in the plantation sector of Sri 

Lanka are subjected to changes at different times whereas the dwellings of the 

plantation workers are located in the middle of the estates far away from the main road 

and whereas the estate roads used by these people are in highly dilapidated condition 

with no development. 
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30. 

P.38/2024 

Hon. Velu Kumar,— Regularization of the Postal Service of Sri Lanka in the 

Plantation Sector,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary measures be initiated 

by the Government to regularize the postal services for the plantation community, who 

have been integral to the nation for nearly two centuries, whereas marking two centuries 

since the establishment of settlements by plantation communities in Sri Lanka, it is 

noteworthy that this community has faced with various difficulties due to the 

deprivation of the convenience of door step mail delivery, and whereas  Sri Lanka’s 

postal service has a history spanning two centuries which commenced in 1798 and 

subsequently came under regularization by the English in 1882, and whereas after 

independence, the Postal Service of Sri Lanka has emerged as one of the pivotal 

government service run by the Postal Department. 

31. 

P.39/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— Formulation of a programme to establish the foundational 

framework for the digital education system,— That this parliament resolves that the 

government should formulate a programme to establish a foundational framework necessary 

for the digital education system in Sri Lanka, given the rapidly evolving global landscape at 

present, requiring a corresponding change in the education system accordingly.  

32. 

P.41/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— Protection of depositors' savings in Co-operative Rural      

Banks,— That this parliament resolves that the government should implement a suitable 

program to ensure justice for the depositors who find themselves in dire straits as certain 

rural banks, such as Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia Co-operative Rural Bank and Maharagama 

Co-operative Rural Bank have gone bankrupt despite the high level of trust that rural people 

have in co-operative rural banks that are part of the co-operative movement.  

33. 

P.42/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— Investing the monies of the Employees’ Provident Fund 

effectively,— That this parliament resolves that a suitable programme should be 

implemented by the government to invest monies of the Employees’ Provident Fund in 

productive sectors so that private sector employees could yield more benefits, whereas the 

National Audit Report has disclosed that no benefit has been yielded by investing the funds 

of the Employees’ Provident Fund that has been established for the welfare of private sector 

employees, in the shares of companies that are not listed in the share market.     

34. 

P.43/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— Preparation of an institutional structure  flexible to the timely 

changes in the Department of Railways,— That this parliament resolves that the government 

should prepare an institutional structure flexible to the timely changes in the Department of 

Railways whereas the department can no longer be maintained under the departmental 

framework introduced during the colonial period, in a rapidly developing world with  

emerging technology. 
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35. 

P.44/2024 

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— Enhancement of Financial Literacy,— That this parliament 

resolves that the government should prepare a suitable programme to make the public aware 

of Financial Literacy from school age as financial literacy is still at a low level, whereas the  

literacy rate, that is the ability to read and write is high in Sri Lanka. 

36. 

P.46/2024 

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle,— Increasing the representation of women 

among the office bearers in political parties,— That this parliament resolves that necessary 

steps be taken by the government to ensure that every registered political party appoints at 

least 30% women within the decision-making level/capacity of its executive committee as a 

holistic approach to increasing women’s participation in politics and women’s representation 

in Parliament. 

37. 

P.47/2024 

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at law,— Appointing a Select Committee of Parliament to 

investigate and make appropriate recommendations regarding the cremation, instead of 

burial, of the bodies of COVID-19 pandemic victims,— Whereas the remains of COVID-19 

Pandemic victims were cremated without the consent of the relatives based on a policy 

decision by the government in 2020 to the effect that there was a risk of the virus mixing 

with underground water while the World Health Organization had issued instructions that 

the bodies of those who died due to the COVID-19 pandemic could be buried, whereas the 

government later extended an official apology stating the decision was incorrect, whereas 

the relatives of those who died in the pandemic lost the opportunity to perform their final 

rites according to their religion or witness the bodies, whereas, instead of cremation, the 

bodies were buried in an isolated area called Oddamawadi, Majma Nagar in Batticaloa in the 

face of the protests and pressure locally and internationally, still depriving the relatives of the 

right to perform religious rites and pay their last respects, this parliament resolves that a 

select Committee of Parliament be appointed to investigate the above-mentioned serious 

mistakes on the part of the Government and to make recommendations,  considering the 

need to do justice to the families and the next of kin of the deceased and considering the 

requests on the part of the general public. 

38. 

P.48/ 2024 

Hon. D.Weerasinghe,—Promoting fruits that fulfill the vitamin requirement 

throughout the island,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary steps should be 

taken to popularize and promote Pineapple, Papaya and Banana as these three fruits 

which fulfill the vitamin requirement of adults and children and, since they are currently 

being imported and a lot of money is spent on importing those fruits to Sri Lanka, 

although they are grown anywhere in the island. 
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39. 

P.49/2024 

Hon. D. Weerasinghe,— Expanding the local production of Finger Millet,— That 

this Parliament resolves the government should implement a proper program to expand 

local production of Finger Millet by identifying new varieties and promoting them 

among farmers since huge amount of foreign exchange is being spent to import bulk 

quantities of Finger Millet at present whereas the nutritionists have pointed out that 

Finger millet used from ancient times in Sri Lanka has the ability to prevent and control 

various kind of diseases.    

40. 

P.50/2024 

Hon. D. Weerasinghe,— Obtaining the contribution of senior citizens who possess 

various skills for the national economy,— That this Parliament resolves the government 

should prepare a proper program to encourage senior citizens, who spend lonely lives at 

elders’ homes and in their own homes, to make products from the skills they possess 

and transform it to a livelihood by introducing new markets while helping them improve 

concentration since there is no mechanism available to obtain their active contribution 

towards national economy whereas no study has been carried out on the capability and 

the knowledge they possess to make environment friendly products as majority of 

senior citizens possess aforesaid various professional skills.      
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Hon. Tissa Attanayake     

Hon. S. M. Marikkar,— Select Committee of Parliament to inquire into the matters of 

revision of the electricity tariff by the Ceylon Electricity Board in contravention of 

the rules of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka and the absolute duty of the 

government of ensuring the well being of the people and obtaining the “approval” for 

that,— Whereas the generation, transmission and distribution of electricity for the 

use of the people of Sri Lanka in whom sovereignty has been vested by Article 3 of 

the Constitution, are regulated by the Sri Lanka Electricity Act, No. 20 of 2009 and 

that they are exercised by the public authorities established for that purpose by the 

law;  

And whereas the function of administration of the provisions of the Act has been 

vested in the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka which was established under 

Act, No.35 of 2002, by Section 2 of the Sri Lanka Electricity Act;    

And whereas “to regulate tariffs and other charges levied by licensees and other 

electricity undertakings, in order to ensure that the most economical and efficient 

service possible is provided to consumers” is the function of the Commission in terms 

of Section (3)(1)(d) Sri Lanka Electricity Act and it shall at all times be the people in 

whom sovereignty has been vested by the Constitution who shall be the end recipients 

of these public utilities rendered by the government;  

And whereas in terms of Section (3)(1) of the said Act the Chairman and the 

Members of the Commission can be appointed by the Minister only with the 

concurrence of the Constitutional Council and Section 6 has ensured the independence 

of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka stipulating that the members are subject 

to a disciplinary control exercised directly by Parliament;  

And whereas according to the documents tabled when the Address for the removal of 

the Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka was taken up for debate 

on 24.05.2023, the approval of the Commission for a tariff revision had been sought by 

Ceylon Electricity Board (C.E.B.) which is a public corporation licenced for distribution 

of electricity through the letter dated 05.01.2023, and accordingly the Commission 

decided to engage in consultation with the stakeholders by publishing advertisements in 

3 national newspapers and requested several clarifications from C.E.B; 

And whereas it was repeatedly stated by the Chairman of the Public Utilities 

Commission  of Sri Lanka that the increase in the electricity tariff as proposed by the 

Ceylon Electricity Board was not necessary; 

And whereas two members of the Commission including the Deputy Chairman 

resigned on 08.02.2023 and the Chairman was out of Sri Lanka from 13.02.2023 up to 

27.02.2023 on a leave approval obtained from the Prime Minister in October 2022; 

And whereas two new members were appointed to the Commission on two days as 

on 02.02.2023 (for a vacancy that had existed earlier) and on 13.02.2023 (for a vacancy 

that occurred as a result of the resignation on 08.02.2023); 
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And whereas it becomes apparent that three members of the Commission including 

the two newly appointed members had met on 14.02.2023 claiming that the meeting 

was to “approve” the total tariff revision requested by C.E.B., and that the tariff revision 

“was approved” was informed to C.E.B. by the acting Director General of the 

Commission and the letter had been signed by two members of the Commission and it 

carried the seal of the Commission; 

And whereas it has been specifically provided by Section 9(1) of the Public Utilities 

Commission of Sri Lanka Act, No. 35 of 2002 that a meeting of the Commission may 

be convened by the Chairman of the Commission and while the Commission was 

engaged in consulting the stakeholders, the authority to take a decision regarding a 

crucial matter such as tariff revision that would seriously affect the public should not be 

vested in the three members; 

And whereas the Section 9(3) of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka Act, 

No. 35 of 2002, requires  that all the meetings of the Commission should be presided 

over by the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman in the absence of the Chairman, the 

Chairman did not  preside over the “meeting” which was said to have  held as he was 

overseas, and  the  Deputy  Chairman  could not preside as he  had  resigned, resulting 

no one presided over such meeting;  

And whereas Section 9(6) of the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka Act,            

No. 35 of 2002 stipulates that all the decisions that are taken by the Commission should 

be justified by reason in writing, and the said letter which was purported to have given 

“approval”, bears no validity as it  has  not been  supported accordingly; 

And whereas there is no clarity as to where the “meeting” was held, as to who 

participated, as no minutes of the said meeting were recorded in the Meeting Record 

Book of the Commission, and as per Section 3(1), the Commission should be comprised 

of five members while the Section 10(c) of the  Public Utilities Commission of Sri 

Lanka Act, No. 35 of 2002  clearly stipulates that the “The seal of the Commission shall 

not be affixed to any instrument or document except with the sanction of the 

Commission”,  

And whereas the “meeting” of the  three Members at which the total tariff revision 

was  said to have been approved as requested by C.E.B., was not a valid one, in view of 

the following facts:— 

(i) The meeting was not summoned by the Chairman in terms of                 

Section 9(1) of the Act and was not held in terms of the provisions of the 

said Act; 

(ii) The decision is not justified by reasoning in terms of Section 9(6) of the Act; 

and 

(iii) The seal of the Commission has been affixed, in breach of                      

Section 10(c)  of the Act to indicate that the “approval” of the Commission 

was granted with the authority of the Commission, and the members of the 

said process are guilty of conspiracy and abetment of forgery since the letter 

itself is a forged document within the interpretation of Section 453 of the 

Penal Code and punishable under Section 454 of the same;  
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Whereas the extremely elevated tariff rates are charged by the C.E.B currently as a 

fixed tariff ,based on the number of units of electricity consumed and with a special 

service levy on the total payable, making it three times the actual amount of electricity 

consumed. This is an increase of 1138% on the 1.5 million consumers  and  creates a 

serious impact specifically on the consumers who are in dire poverty consuming less 

than 35 units monthly and therefore can be called as a measure that engulfs the poor in 

the dark; 

And whereas in terms of Article 148 of the Constitution which bestows full control 

over public finance on Parliament, and in terms of the provisions of the Sri Lanka 

Public Utility Commission Act, No.35 of 2002 is finally answerable to Parliament as the 

Commission; 

This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed in 

terms of Article 74(1) of the Constitution; 

(a) to recommend the measures to be taken against the responsible authorities in 

relation to the revision of electricity tariffs, after having examined the 

legitimacy and appropriateness of the “approval” given for the tariff revision 

that is currently adopted by the C.E.B, in case if this approval is deemed 

illegitimate and/or inappropriate in any way; and 

(b) to recommend the emergency remedial measures that need to be taken by 

Parliament in the public interest including a tariff structure and redressing the 

“low end” consumers, domestic consumers and consumers of religious and 

charity organizations focusing on the cost recovery guidelines declared by the 

International Monetary Fund and the Supreme Court Determination Number 

SCFR 113/2008 dated 22-10-2008, in case if the aforesaid “approval” is 

deemed to be given against the provisions of the Sri Lanka Public Utility 

Commission Act, No. 35 of 2002 since the commission was defunct.  

2. (a)  that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

Speaker; and 

 (b) that notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

Committee shall consist of twenty one (21) Members. 

3. That the Committee shall have the power to—  

(a)  fix its quorum; 

(b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure any 

document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written or oral, as 

the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest consideration of the 

matters referred to above; 

(c)    obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

 the Committee; and 
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(d)  make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

 adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of three 

months (03) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further 

period as Parliament may grant. 

2. 

P. 28/2024 

Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC,— Select Committee of Parliament to inquire 

into matters related to rapidly increasing road accidents and to make recommendations to 

introduce legal reforms and other practical measures required to minimize road accidents,— 

Whereas human lives are lost prematurely and persons becoming fully or partially disabled 

can be seen often due to the road traffic accidents occurring at present; 

And whereas untimely deaths and disability have instigated economic and other issues 

within families and special attention needs to be drawn on children’s academic and other 

activities being hampered as a result of the aforementioned situation;     

And whereas in the current economic situation this has become a heavy burden to the 

health sector and considerable cost has to be borne for the reparation of damages caused to 

property, vehicles and to the roads from road traffic accidents;  

And whereas according to Police reports, 2310 human lives have been lost due to 2200 

fatal traffic accidents that occurred during the period from 01.01.2023 to 31.12.2023 and 

2293 persons who used the road, mainly pedestrians and motorcyclists including pillion 

riders, drivers and passengers as well as 17 persons who did not use the road have died;  

And whereas a total of 24,634 road traffic accidents have been reported within the year 

which included 6195 major accidents, 9725 minor-injury accidents and 6514   damages-only 

accidents;  

And whereas taking expeditious measures to prevent the abnormal increase of road 

accidents in Sri Lanka should be considered a national responsibility; and 

And whereas the negligence of the drivers, reckless driving and loopholes in the legal 

structure have resulted in this situation;  

(a) that in order to find out the causes of the road accidents;  

(b) that in order to identify the weaknesses in the existing legal structure and the 

 required reforms to update it; and  

(c) that in order to identify the affiliated causes that have led to the increase in road 

 accidents             
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This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to inquire 

into matters related to rapidly increasing road accidents and to make recommendations to 

introduce legal reforms and other practical measures required to minimize road accidents. 

2. (a)  that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

Speaker; and 

 (b) that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

Committee shall consist of eleven (11) Members. 

3. That the Committee shall have the power to—  

(a)  fix its quorum; 

(b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure any 

document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written or oral, as 

the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest consideration of the 

matters referred to above; 

(c)    obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

the Committee; and 

(d) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of four 

months (04) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period 

as Parliament may grant. 

 

3. 

P. 29/2024 

Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney at Law,— Select Committee of 

Parliament to look into the damage caused by wild animals on the agricultural crops and to 

submit appropriate proposals and recommendations to Parliament in view of preventing such 

damage,— Whereas the farmers are faced with a serious inconvenience due to the  damage 

caused by wild animals on the cultivations of agricultural crops which  support  the rural 

economy of Sri Lanka as well as its  national economy;  

And whereas most significantly, this damage caused by wild animals inflicts a serious 

impact on  the decrease in the yield of coconut  across the island by more than half;  

And whereas, the farmers have even been tempted to abandon their cultivations due to 

the loss of their income as a result of the damage caused by wild animals to many other 

crops;  

And whereas the government agencies that are supposed to find solutions for this 

situation do not seem to have paid adequate attention to this state of affairs;  

And whereas appropriate measures need to be taken to protect the cultivations more 

effectively, while ensuring the existence of wild animals as well as the existence of the  

farmers by either studying the measures taken in foreign countries regarding similar 

situations or by adopting those methods for Sri Lanka with adjustments in a suitable manner; 
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This Parliament resolves that a select committee of Parliament be appointed to look 

into the damage caused by wild animals on the agricultural crops and to submit appropriate 

proposals and recommendations to Parliament in view of preventing such damage 
 

2. (a)  that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

Speaker; and 

 (b) that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

Committee shall consist of twelve (12) Members. 

3. That the Committee shall have the power to—  

(a)  fix its quorum; 

(b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure any 

document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written or oral, as 

the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest consideration of the 

matters referred to above; 

(c)    obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

the Committee; and 

(d)  make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of four 

months (04) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period 

as Parliament may grant. 

 

 

 


