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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

1/2023
Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies,—(3)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) the Ministry to which the Central Bank of Sri Lanka had been
attached at the time of Central Bank Bond Scam during the previous
“Good Governance Government”;

(i) separately, the names of the Minister in Charge of the above
Ministry and the Secretary to the Ministry at that time; and

(iii) the course of action that has been taken regarding the said bond
scam so far?

(b) If not, why?

383/2023

Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of
Technology,—(3)

(a) Ishe aware that —

(i) SIM cards issued by various telephone companies are sold on the
pavement in major cities without any proper regulation by the
government;

(i1) such SIM cards are misused and various misdeeds are committed by
persons who fraudulently buy them in bulk;

(iii) a racket is being run online to fraudulently get money credited to
bank accounts promising that goods will be delivered to people; and

(iv) youth in many areas including Kandy, Ratnapura, Piliyandala,
Badulla and Colombo have become victims of such rackets?

(b) If so, will he inform this House separately of the measures that have been
taken so far and the measures that are expected to be taken in the future to
prevent the aforesaid frauds?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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416/2023
Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka,— To ask the Minister of Public Security,—(3)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) the number of official police dogs in the possession of the Sri Lanka
Police;

(i) the breeds of the aforesaid police dogs; and
(iii) separately, the number of dogs as per each breed?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i)  the number of officers attached to the Police Kennels Division; and

(il) separately for each year of the number of crimes that have been
disclosed with the support of police dogs from the year 2017 to
20217

(c) Ifnot, why?
431/2023
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) separately, the public institutions authorized to confer the honorary
titles namely Professor, Doctor, Kala Nidi, Vidya Keerthi, Vidya
Jothi, Desha Bandu, Desha Keerthi, Deshamanya, Vishwa Keerthi,
Desha Shakthi;

(il) separately, the educational and other qualifications considered when
conferring the aforesaid honorary titles;

(iii) whether there are any other honorary titles conferred by the
government in addition to the aforementioned titles; and

(iv) if so, the institutions that confer the aforesaid titles are?

(b) Will he also inform this House—
(i) the private institutions/organizations in Sri Lanka that confer
honorary titles;

(ii) separately, the honorary titles conferred by aforementioned each
institute/organization;

(iii) whether a mechanism is available with the government to regulate
aforesaid institutions/organizations;

(iv) if so, the mechanism available is;

(v) whether there is a mechanism to have a follow up regarding the
persons who have been conferred with honorary titles; and

(vi) if so, the aforementioned mechanism is?

(c) Ifnot, why?



G)

5.
689/2023
Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam,— To ask the Minister of
Health,—(2)
(a) Will he accept that—
(i) a permanent doctor has not been appointed to the Divisional
Hospital in Kaludavalai within the Kaluvanchikudy Divisional
Secretariat Division of the Batticaloa District; and
(ii)) people of the area have been suffering as a result?
(b) Will he inform the House—
(i) of the reasons for not appointing a permanent doctor to the hospital
referred to above;
(ii) of the reasons for not appointing a pharmacist to the hospital; and
(i) of the date on which the vacancies that exist at present in the
hospital will be filled?
(¢) Will he also inform the House—
(i)  whether he admits that no renovation has been carried out in respect
of the hospital from the time of its inception up to now?
(i) if so, what the reasons for it are; and
(iii) of the steps will be taken for the renovation of this hospital?
(d) If not, why?
6.

814/2023
Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi,— To ask the Minister of Trade, Commerce
and Food Security,—(2)

(a) Will he inform this House, separately—
(i) the number of eggs needed for Sri Lanka daily and annually;

(i) the number of eggs produced in Sri Lanka daily, monthly and
annually at present; and

(ii1) if there is a shortage of eggs in Sri Lanka at present, that shortage on
daily and monthly basis?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) the number of small, medium and large scale producers of eggs
involved in the egg production industry;

(i1)) the number of producers who produce eggs in each category of over
1000 eggs, over 10,000 eggs and over 100,000 eggs daily; and

(iii) the number of eggs produced daily under each category mentioned
in (i) above, separately?
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(c) Will he further inform this House—

@)
(i)

(iii)

the cost of importing an egg;

the price at which such an imported egg can be made available to
customers; and

whether he admits that unscrupulous traders sell certain essential
commodities including eggs at exorbitant prices?

(d) If not, why?

838/2023

Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Women,
Child Affairs and Social Empowerment,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of—

@

(i1)
(iii)

the number of branches of the Samurdhi Bank established in Sri
Lanka;

the total of deposits in those bank branches; and

a breakdown of the said amount according to each type of account?

(b) If not, why?

851/2023

Hon. Gamini Waleboda,— To ask the Minister of Tourism and Lands,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

whether he is aware that high-ups of the government have stated
that authority over lands should be vested in the Provincial Councils
according to the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution;

whether arrangements have been made to assign to the Provincial
Councils the authority in respect of lands, which rests with the
central government at present;

if so, in such case, what new laws and regulations a settler of one
province will have to follow in purchasing a land situated in another
province;

whether any Provincial Council gets the power to sell or lease out
lands within its area to foreigners or foreign companies in such a
situation; and

whether a Provincial Council gets the right to adopt such powers in
its discretion?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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3363/2023

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the tax revenue lost by the government to date from December
2019 due to the reduction of taxes fulfilling a pledge given at the
2019 Presidential Election;

(i) of the ways of which the lost amount was recovered due to the
aforesaid reduction of taxes;

(iii) whether the aforesaid reduction of taxes has hindered providing
relief to the public; and

(iv) whether a decision has been taken to increase the taxes that were
reduced?

(b) If not, why?
10.
3396/2023

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of religious clergy that is in Remand Prison and
imprisoned as at 01* of June 2023 in relation to the clergy in each
religion, separately;

(i) the manner in which they have been categorized on the basis of the
accusation levelled at the clergy; and

(iii) among them, the number of the clergy against whom accusations of
Child Abuse or Rape have been furnished, separately?

(b) If not, why?

NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY
*1.

Betting and Gaming Levy (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*2.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Act (No.1),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section 61
(1) (sg), (sh) and (t) of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2310/37 of 15™ December 2022, which were
presented on 05.07.2023, be approved.
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*3.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Act (No.2),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section 61
read with Sections 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2
of 1996 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2317/59 of 01* February 2023,
which were presented on 05.07.2023, be approved.

*4,

The Minister of Fisheries,— Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Act (No.3),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section 61
(1) (se) of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2319/19 of 13™ February 2023, which were presented on
05.07.2023, be approved.

*5.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Act (No.4),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section 61
of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2319/20 of 13" February 2023, which were presented on 05.07.2023,
be approved.

*0.

The Minister of Fisheries,— Regulations under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Act (No.5),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section 61
(1) (u) of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2319/21 of 13™ February 2023, which were presented on
05.07.2023, be approved.

7.
Sri Lanka Institute of Taxation (Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill— Consideration.
*8.
Partition (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*9.
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*10.

Ayurveda (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*11.
Contempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institution Bill—Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
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*12.
Appropriation (Amendment) Bill —Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*13.
Animal Welfare Bill — Second Reading.
(Cabinet approval signified.)
*14.

Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common
Carriers and Container Operators (Amendment) Bill— Second Reading.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*15.

The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act (No.l1),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6 and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2336/45 of 14™ June 2023, which were presented on 18.07.2023, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*16.

The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation,— Regulations under the Civil
Aviation Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Aviation under Section 117 read with Sections 6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16 and 31 of the Civil
Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2292/34
of 09" August 2022, which were presented on 26.05.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*17.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms,— Rules under
the Incorporated Council of Legal Education Ordinance,— That the Rules made by the
incorporated Council of Legal Education with the concurrence of the Minister of
Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Section 7 of the Incorporated
Council of Legal Education Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2332/02 of 15" May 2023, which was presented on 18.07.2023, be
approved.

*18.

The Minister of Tourism and Lands,— Order under the Tourism Act,— That the
Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of the Tourism
Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist development areas and published in
the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2324/14 of 20" March 2023, which was presented on
06.06.2023, be approved.
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*19.

The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation,— Regulations under the Licensing of
Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers and
Container Operators Act,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Aviation under Section 10 read with Section 3(5) of the Licensing of
Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers and
Container Operators Act, No. 10 of 1972 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2287/24 of 07" July 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
*20.

The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs,— Regulations under
the Antiquities Ordinance,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs on 25" May 2023 under Section 47(1)
read with Section 46 of the Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940 (Chapter 188) and
which were presented on 05.07.2023, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

*21.
The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports

(Control) Act (No.2),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2324/45 of 24™ March 2023, which were presented on 25.04.2023, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)

*22.
The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial
Councils and Local Government,— Regulations under the Imports and Exports

(Control) Act (No.3),— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance,
Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of
1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2296/30 of 09" September 2022, which were presented on
06.10.2022, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)
23.
Chartered Institute of Transport of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill —
Consideration.

24.

Lions Clubs International District 306A - National Development Foundation Trust
(Incorporation) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.



)

25.
Declaration of Assets and Liabilities (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
26.
Tobacco Tax (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
27.
White Rose Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
28.
Roshan Ranasinghe Janasahana Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
29.
Human Rights Organization (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
30.
Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
31.

Institute of Sport for Peace, Education, Empowerment and Development (SPEED)
(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.

32.

Public Health Emergency Bill — Second Reading.
33.

Sri Balabhivurdhi Wardana Samithiya (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
34.

Samadhi Community Development Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second
Reading.
35.

Re-Awakening East Organization (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
36.

United Christian Fellowship of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
37.

Samadhi Health Service, Environment, Agricultural, Cultural and Sport Centre
(Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
38.

South Lanka Academy for Tertiary Education and Leadership (Incorporation) Bill —
Second Reading.
39.

Sahana Community Development Foundation (Incorporation) Bill — Second
Reading.
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40.
Samadhi Meditation and Yoga Centre (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
41.
Ruhunu Awakening Organization (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
42.
“Matara Season” Organization (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
43.
Sri Lanka Insurance Institute (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
44,
Marriages (General) (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
45.
Muslim Marriage and Divorce (Repeal) Bill — Second Reading.
46.
Dassana Bauddha Sanvidhanaya (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
47.
Plastics and Rubber Institute of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
48.
Marriage Registration (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
49.
Minimum Age of Marriage Bill — Second Reading.
50.
Community Association of Professionals (Incorporation) Bill — Second Reading.
51.
Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.
52.
Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill — Second Reading.

*  Indicates Government Business.

Wednesday, August 09, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
860/2023
Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House, separately—
(i) the total number of laboratory-confirmed cases;
(i)  the total number of confirmed deaths; and

(iii) the breakdown of deaths based on age, gender, province and district
of residence, ethnicity and religion of the deceased;

with regard to the COVID-19 disease in Sri Lanka during the period from
2019 to 20227
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(b) Will he also inform this House, separately—

(M)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the method/s used for death disposals;
the total number of death disposed of by cremation;
the total number of death disposed of by burial; and

the breakdown of death disposed of by cremation and burial based
on age, gender, province and district of residence, ethnicity and
religion of the deceased;

with regard to the COVID-19 deaths in Sri Lanka during the period from
2019 to 20227

(¢) Ifnot, why?

869/2023

Hon. Rohana Bandara,—To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of —

@

(i)

(iii)

the number of kidney patients have been reported in each of the
divisional secretariat division of the Anuradhapura District in each
year from 2015 up to now, separately;

the number of such kidney patients receive the kidney Allowance at
present; and

the measures that will be taken towards the welfare of the kidney
patients referred to in (i) above?

(b) If not, why?

1306/2023

Hon. Kins Nelson,— To ask the Minister of Transport and Highways,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

@)

(i)

(iii)

of the total number of buses that are operated in the Polonnaruwa
District under the "Gemi Seriya" programme;

separately, of the names of routes along which each of those buses
are operated; and

of the measures that will be taken to improve the transport facilities
of the people living in the remote villages of the Polonnaruwa
District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1317/2023
Hon. Mohomad Muzammil,— To ask the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and

Constitutional Reforms,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) the number of Quazi courts functioning in Sri Lanka at present;

(i) the number of divorce cases that have been heard from the year
2015 to date based on the determinations given by the Quazi courts;

(iii) the number of Quazis above the age of 60 serving in the Quazi
courts;

(iv) the number of Quazis with degree qualifications; and
(v) the methodology adopted to select Quazis?
(b) If not, why?

1323/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether he is aware that a new regional hospital has been
constructed in Laggala new town;

(i) if so, of the amount spent on the construction of aforesaid hospital;

(i) whether he is aware that aforesaid hospital does not have a labour
room and a dialysis unit for kidney patients; and

(iv) of the steps that will be taken by the Ministry to complete the
existing deficiencies of the hospital and develop it further?

(b) If not, why?

1325/2023
Hon. Ishak Rahuman,— To ask the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and Social
Empowerment,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of Samurdhi relief recipients within the
Anuradhapura District at present;

(ii)) of the number of Samurdhi relief recipients who have been
empowered by now of that District;

(iii) whether he is aware that there are a large number of families who
have tendered applications expecting to obtain Samurdhi relief;

(iv) whether the steps will be taken to grant Samurdhi relief to such
families; and

(v) if so, on what date?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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1714/2023

Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

@)

(ii)

(iii)

separately, the requirement and the production of maize of Sri
Lanka from year 2015 to date according to each year;

if maize had been imported during the aforesaid period, separately,
the imported quantity and the amount spent according to each year;
and

of the measures that will be taken to make Sri Lanka self-sufficient
in maize?

(b) If not, why?

2879/2023

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha,— To ask the Minister of Power and Energy,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

separately, of the profit/loss of Ceylon Petroleum Corporation in
each year from 2015 to date;

whether he is aware that the aforesaid corporation has paid bonus
for the year 2023;

of the amount of money that has been spent on paying bonus
separately in terms of each service category; and

of the action that will be taken against the administration of Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation regarding payment of bonus disregarding the
instructions issued by the Treasury?

(b) If not, why?

Thursday, August 10, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

1460/2023

Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal,— To ask the Minister of Fisheries,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House of—

(M)
(i)
(iii)

(iv)

the number of canned fish factories in Sri Lanka;
the annual canned fish production of the above mentioned factories;

the actions that have been taken to promote the canned fish industry;
and

the steps that will be taken to establish new canned fish factories?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1506/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene,— To ask the Minister of Labour and Foreign
Employment,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether the services provided by the Employees Provident Fund
have been extended;

(il) whether a convenient methodology has been established to facilitate
the receipt of said services; and

(iii) if so, of the said methodology?
(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i)  whether the program to provide Rs. 2 million as the compensation
for workers who encounter accidents at work, is implemented; and

(i) if so, of the number of workers who have been hitherto compensated
under the said program?

(c) Ifnot, why?
1543/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe,— To ask the Minister of Wildlife and Forest
Resources Conservation,—(1)
(a) Will she inform this House—

(i) of the extent of the forests belonging to the Department of Wildlife,
in Hectares;

(i1) the areas where those forests are located;
(iii) the flora found in those forests;
(iv) the endemic flora found in those forests; and
(v) of the measures that have been taken to conserve them?
(b) If not, why?
1581/2023

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna,— To ask the Minister of Transport and
Highways,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of—

(i)  the number of new vehicles registered for the first time in Sri Lanka
from 2015 to date and the amount of income received from it
separately according to each year;

(ii) the amount of revenue earned by giving preferred numbers to new
vehicles registered during the above period separately for each year;
and

(iii) the number of vehicles registered per month through the One Day
Vehicle Registration Service?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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5.
1620/2023
Hon. Tissa Attanayake,— To ask the Minister of Environment,—(1)
(a) Will he admit that—
(i) the monthly capacity of the 152 compost yards registered by the
Central Environmental Authority by 2021 is 18514 metric tons, they
remain underutilized failing to achieve the expected monthly
capacity; and
(i) the Central Environmental Authority had not taken action to check
the quality of the compost of 84 compost yards out of the aforesaid
number according to standard No.1246 of Sri Lanka Standards
Institute?
(b) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the future plans prepared to operate at maximum capacity the
underutilized yards among the said compost yards mentioned in (a)
(i) above;
(i) the reasons for it, if there are no future plans;
(iii) the reasons for the absence of follow up on checking the quality of
compost as mentioned in (a) (ii) above; and
(iv) the measures that will be taken to avoid the occurrence of such
situations in future?
(c) Ifnot, why?
6.

1639/2023
Hon. Milan Jayathilake,— To ask the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation,—(1)

(a) Will she inform this House—
(i) of the development activities carried out in Pinnawala Elephant
Orphanage;
(i) of the due date on which the aforesaid development activities to be

completed; and

(iii) whether the website of the said institution will be updated in order
to ensure tourist attraction?

(b) Will she also inform this House—

(i)  of the total number of local and foreign tourist arrivals recorded in
the above mentioned Elephant Orphanage from the year 2020 up to
now; and

(i) of the revenue generated by the Orphanage during the aforesaid
period, separately, by each year?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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7.
1679/2023
Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan,— To ask the Minister of Power and Energy,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i)  whether he is aware of the fact that electricity consumers have been
subjected to severe inconvenience as district electrical engineers
have not been appointed for Mannar and Mulativu districts;

(i) whether steps will be taken to appoint electrical engineers for the
said districts; and

(iii) whether steps will be taken to provide the required physical
resources for those engineers?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that no person residing in Mannar
district has been provided employment up to now despite the
promise given by the then Prime Minister at the opening of the
Mannar wind power plant that priority will be given to the residents
of Mannar district in providing employment at the said plant; and

(i) if so, whether steps will be taken to provide employment at the said
plant to the residents of Mannar district?

(c) Ifnot, why?
8.

1758/2023
Hon. Samanpriya Herath,— To ask the Minister of Urban Development and
Housing,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) ofthe damage caused by the protesters to the Galle Face Green;
(i1)) whether measures will be taken to recover the aforesaid loss;

(iii) if so, of the methodology that would be adopted for recovering the
loss; and

(iv) whether legal action would be taken against the persons responsible
for the above damage?

(b) Ifnot, why?
1803/2023
Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka,— To ask the Minister of Water Supply and Estate
Infrastructure Development,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the Drinking Water Projects, of which the work has been hitherto
initiated in the Monaragala district;

(il)) of the amount of money that has been allocated for each of the
aforesaid projects, separately;
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(iii) of the number of family units covered by each of the aforesaid
projects, separately;

(iv) of the amount of work that has been hitherto completed out of each
of the aforesaid water projects, as a percentage, separately; and

(v) of the date on which the work of each of the said project will be
completed, separately?
(b) Ifnot, why ?
10.
1815/2023

Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation,—(1)

(a) Will she inform this House—

(i) whether she is aware of the fact that the forest Reserves of
Wattegama-Kabiliththa and Kotiyagala in Monaragala are
conserved forests of Yala and Kumana forest system;

(il)) is she aware that attempts are being made by a certain group of
people to fragment the said forest reserves; and

(iii) of the measures that will be taken to protect the aforesaid forest
reserves?

(b) If not, why?

Friday, August 11, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

2532/2023

Hon. Imran Maharoof,— To ask the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of prisons established in the Eastern province; and
(i) the locations where the said prisons have been established?
(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) the number of inmates that can be accommodated in each
aforementioned prisons, separately;

(il)) the number of inmates presently accommodated in each
aforementioned prisons, separately;

(iii) the number of inmates accommodated in each of these prisons
exceeding the occupant capacity, separately; and

(iv) the measures that would be taken regarding the inmates
accommodated exceeding the occupant capacity?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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2574/2023

Hon. D. Weerasingha,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

@
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
™)

of the number of dairy cattle in Sri Lanka at present;

of the annual requirement of liquid milk in Sri Lanka;

of the extent of grazing land reserved for dairy cattle;

of the areas in which such grazing lands are situated; and

whether action will be taken to provide dairy cattle to meet the
liquid milk requirement of Sri Lanka;

(b) If not, why?

2622/2023

Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Prime Minister and

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local

Government,—(2)

(a) Will he state—

(@

(i)

(iii)

whether any irregularity, irregular appointment, any act of
corruption or any illegal activity has taken place in Department of
Registrar General during the period from year 2015 to 2019;

if so, separately the nature of such acts that have taken place at the
aforesaid department; and

separately, the value of the financial, property and human resources
that the government has lost due to each of the aforesaid acts?

(b) Will he also state—

@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)
™)

whether investigations have been carried out to identify the officers
who are responsible for the acts mentioned in (a) (i) above;

if the responsible officers have been identified, the action that has
been taken against them;

if no action has been taken against them, the reasons for that;
whether action will be taken against them in future; and

the measures that will be taken to prevent the occurrence of such
acts in future?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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2690/2023

Hon. K. P. S. Kumarasiri,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture,—(1)

(a) Is he aware that—

@)

(i)
(1i1)
(iv)

obtaining high quality seeds is a major problem faced by farmers
engaged in agriculture;

seeds are sold in the market at exorbitant prices;
such seeds are not of the proper standard; and

farmers have been inconvenienced owing to the aforesaid situation?

(b) Will he inform this House—

(@)

(i)

(1i1)

(iv)

™)

of the nature of the programmes that have been implemented at
present to provide high-quality seeds to farmers;

whether a programme will be implemented under the sponsorship of
the government to provide the seeds that the farmers require;

whether steps will be taken to fix a control price for seeds;

whether a programme will be implemented to produce the seeds that
Sri Lanka needs in this country itself and to provide them to farmers
at low prices; and

whether steps will be taken to upgrade the Agrarian Service Centers
as Regional Seed Storage Centres?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

2842/2023

Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura,— To ask the Minister of Industries,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

@)

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

™)

of the measures that have been taken so far to improve the quality of
life of those that are engaged in the blacksmith industry as a
profession in Sri Lanka;

whether he is aware that they are making various products whilst
carrying on in the industry in the face of great difficulty;

of the measures taken to promote their products in the local market;

whether he is aware that the blacksmith industry can be protected by
discouraging the importation of agricultural implements; and

if so, of the measures taken for it?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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6.
2934/2023
Hon. Hector Appuhamy,— To ask the Minister of Public Security,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the number of police officers alleged of Easter Sunday attacks as
per the recommendations mentioned in the report of the Presidential
Commission of Inquiry to investigate the above mentioned attacks;
(il)) of the names of each police officer alleged of the incident, the
designation held by them at the time of Easter Sunday attacks and
their place of work, separately;
(iii) out of the aforementioned officers, the name and the place of work
of each police officer who is currently employed;
(iv) whether he admits that the investigations carried out regarding
Easter Sunday attacks could be sabotaged or investigation reports
could be altered as the said officers still remain unchanged in the top
ranks in Sri Lanka Police; and
(v) if so, the measures that will be taken in that regard?
(b) If not, why?
7.

2969/2023
Hon. Hesha Withanage,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this house—

(i) of the amount of plastic that has been imported into Sri Lanka since
2018 to date;

(il)) of the amount of money that has been spent thereon; and

(iii) of the measures that will be implemented to control the import of
plastic into Sri Lanka?

(b) If not, why?
3074/2023
Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe,— To ask the Minister of Transport and Highways,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) separately, the number of employees served in Sri Lanka Railway
Department by their position;

(ii) separately, the number of employees served on permanent and
contract/casual basis; and

(iii) the action that will be taken to confirm the service of employees on
contract/casual basis at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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3093/2023

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana,— To ask the Minister of Urban
Development and Housing,—(1)

(a) Is he aware that—
(i) the lake called “Peralanda” in Ja-Ela Divisional Secretariat
Division; and
(i) a project had been started to develop aforesaid lake?
(b) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the amount spent on the aforesaid project;

(i1)) whether he is aware that aforesaid project has been stopped at
present; and

(iii) if so, of the steps that will be taken to restart the project?
(c) Ifnot, why?

10.
3106/2023
Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan,— To ask the Minister of Irrigation,—(1)

(a) Will he state—
(i) the number of tanks located in the Delft island of Jaffna;

(il) separately, the number of tanks which are utilized for irrigation
purposes and which are not utilized for irrigation purposes;

(iii) separately, the volume of water of the aforesaid tanks?
(b) Will he also state—

(i) the names of the tanks that have been renovated by now, out of the
tanks located in the Delft island;

(il) the amount of money that has been allocated for the renovation of
the aforesaid tanks;

(iii) the period of time that will be taken to renovate the tanks which
have not hitherto been renovated?

(c¢) Will he further state—

(i) whether a certain methodology has been formed to get drinking
water from the tanks located in this island as a solution to the
drinking water issue which is prevalent there;

(i1)) if not, the reasons for not having such methodology?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY

P.5/2023

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Disposal of garbage by Local Authorities,— That this

Parliament resolves that the required steps be taken by the Government to deploy the

workers serving in the Local Authorities in garbage disposal activities whereas a

substantial amount of money belonging to the tax payers of the country is diverted to

certain private companies which have been entrusted with the duty of disposing garbage
in most of the Local Government Institutions of the country at present.

2.
P.9/2023
Hon. Buddhika Pahthirana,— Conducting a systematic study about King
Ravana,— That this Parliament resolves that a study should be conducted about King
Ravana through a panel of experts due to the fact that a study on King Ravana enables
to unveil a hidden period of time in Sri Lankan history, and use the knowledge that
King Ravana possessed for the uplifting of the country and enhance the attitudes in the
country about him, even though specific historical information about him are not

available.

3.
P.22/2023

Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene,— Strict regulation of microfinance institutions
and leasing companies,— That this Parliament resolves that necessary action be taken
by the Government to strictly regulate microfinance institutions and leasing companies
as the urban and rural community is shattered by the actions of the microfinance
institutions, and whereas a large number of families that obtained loans due to the
inducement of such institutions on microfinance and leasing facilities are traumatized,
and whereas the interest rates of those institutions are at different levels, and whereas
people who fail to pay lease installments are subjected to various harassments and

violations.

4.
P.23/2023

Hon. Sagara Kariyawasam, Attorney at Law,— Issuance of a circular outlining the
methodology to be followed in school development activities,—That this Parliament
resolves that appropriate measures be taken by the Government towards releasing a
circular outlining the method of allocating the required funds for school development
initiatives, the manner of display of such financial statements, and as to how the follow
up on the aforesaid developmental activities be carried out because the financial
allocations required for school development activities are charged annually from parents
and which are unbearable for some parents due to the current economic crisis and

students of such parents have to endure inconveniences in the classroom.

3.
P.24/2023

Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara, — Granting transfers to Sri Lankan teachers once in
five years,— That this Parliament resolves that appropriate programme be formulated
by the Government to grant transfers to all teachers once in five years for the purpose of
creating an educational system that will fulfil the sole objective of providing education
and creating a good social citizen, since the personal contacts formed due to working in
the same school for many years may at times cause injustice to some children, working
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with children from different layers of society deprives teachers of the opportunity to
understand child mentality and gain experience, Political and Social relationships can
create obstacles to maintain an independent education system, the opportunities to
understand different subcultures in the society could be lost, opportunities would be

very little to gain experience from dialects and subcultures.

6.
P.7/2023

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Ensuring welfare for migrant workers,— That this
Parliament resolves that steps be taken expeditiously to launch a programme ensuring
welfare for the families of migrant workers who contribute most of the foreign
exchange to Sri Lanka.

7.
P.3/2023

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Uplifting the collapsed financial institutions,— That this
Parliament resolves that a programme be formulated by the Government with
immediate effect to uplift the financial institutions of the country, whereas several such
institutions have collapsed throughout the past period and whereas the depositors of
the said institutions encounter a number of common issues in spite of the fact that a
significant impact is made by these financial institutions towards the economic

development and on the financial market of a country.

8.
P.4/2023

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Increase of the local canned fish production,— That this
Parliament resolves that action be taken by the Government to initiate a programme
with immediate effect to develop the local canned fish industry, whereas a substantial
amount of money is annually spent on the importation of canned fish required by the
country amidst Sri Lanka being a country surrounded by the sea.

9.
P.6/2023

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Repairing the disposable vehicles in Local
Authorities,— That this Parliament resolves that the Government should prepare an
accelerated programme to repair the disposable vehicles that are piled up in Local
Authorities, which is a common scene, whereas a large amount of money can be saved
by repairing those vehicles without purchasing new vehicles.

10.
P.8/2023
Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— Developing the bee honey industry,— That this
Parliament resolves that an expedited programme should be implemented by the
government to develop the local bee honey industry as bee honey is of very high
medicinal value and in great demand in the local and international market.
11.
P.10/2023
Hon. Buddhika Pahthirana,— Educating the public on the nutritious value of
traditional, local rice varieties,— That this Parliament resolves that the Government
should prepare and implement a national level programme to educate the public on the
nutritious value of the traditional, local rice varieties available in the Sri Lankan market
at present, of the new rice varieties consumed at present, and of the varieties of rice that
should be consumed by people with various diseases, and also to provide facilities for
farmers to cultivate those varieties of paddy.
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12.
P.11/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Minimizing the damage caused to bio-diversity by
invasive plants and animals,— That this Parliament resolves that the Government
should make interventions to identify and name the invasive plants and animals that can
cause damage to bio-diversity in Sri Lanka and to prohibit breeding and importing of
such plants and animals in order to protect the environment in Sri Lanka and that
appropriate action should be taken promptly to formulate necessary laws in that regard.

13.
P.12/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Formulating the research theses of the students of
universities and other tertiary education institutions with a focus on the development
work undertaken by the relevant ministries,— That this Parliament resolves that a
formal procedure be formulated by the government to make use of the research theses
written by the students of the universities and the other tertiary education institutions to
achieve the long-term, medium-term and short-term objectives of the relevant ministries
when the future development processes are undertaken as it is of utmost importance to
draft the research theses of the students of universities and other tertiary education
institutions functioning in Sri Lanka at present related to their courses of study, with a
focus on the economic, social and cultural developments in Sri Lanka, and whereas an
officer responsible for each ministry at ministry level is required to be appointed to
coordinate between the thesis supervisor and the ministry concerned.

14.
P.13/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Taking the initiative to protect the Buddhist places of
worship worldwide,— That this Parliament resolves that an appropriate programme be
formulated by the government enabling Sri Lanka to initiate advocating the Buddhist
leaders and organizations around the world with a view to establishing a strong
organization to tighten the security of the Buddhist temples worshipped by the
Buddhists living around the world to lobby on behalf of Buddhists at the
international level.

15.
P.14/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Expanding the Maintenance Boards for Elders island
wide,— That this Parliament resolves that the necessary steps be taken by the
government enabling the expansion of Maintenance Boards for Elders functioning
under the National Council and Secretariat for Elders of the Ministry of Health to the
provincial, district and divisional secretariat levels with the objective of facilitating the
elders, who spend the last stage of life, to lodge complaints regarding various injustices
faced by them due to the discrimination caused by their family members and certain
organizations.
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16.
P.15/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Combining the knowledge on Sri Lankan food culture
with the teaching process,— That this Parliament resolves that an appropriate
programme be implemented by the government to make the food culture of Sri Lanka
known among local and foreign people and elevate the Sri Lankan identity by endowing
the future generations with the Sri Lanka food culture pedagogy through pedagogical
methodologies as food art of Sri Lanka is comprised of a number aspects including the
art of flavors and mixation, art of cooking food, art of coloring and the art of food
carving.

17.
P.16/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Suppressing the drug rackets carried out through online
marketing,— That this Parliament resolves that a proper programme be formulated and
implemented by the government whereas substandard pharmaceuticals, medical
equipment and beauty culture products are hugely sold online at present and this makes
a huge threat to the safety of the lives of the people of our country.

18.
P.17/2023
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Making the society aware of the value of school
children,— That this Parliament resolves that a national level programme be formulated
and implemented by the government in regard to the manner in which children should
be protected in the face of social challenges for the future betterment of the society and
the country, having explained the value of children in a simple manner through
sociological and psychological methodologies to the persons such as parents, teachers,
sports coaches, school van drivers that always associate with school children.
19.

P.18/2023
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— Strengthening the economy of elderly communities
through a loan scheme,— That this Parliament resolves that the government should

make a suitable arrangement to implement a loan scheme though the banking system for
those who are above 60 years of age, whereas the contribution of the elderly community
over 60 years can be obtained to enhance the development in the entire Sri Lankan
economy by strengthening their livelihood, and whereas they are discriminated against
in the society as that elderly community is not granted loan facilities through the
banking system.
20.
P.25/2023

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna,— Procurement of office equipment from the State
Timber Corporation and other responsible institutions,— That this Parliament resolves
that appropriate programme be implemented by the Government to procure office
equipment from the State Timber Corporation and other responsible institutions due to
reasons that although the wooden furniture used as office equipment in the past by
Government and statutory bodies in Sri Lanka had been used for longer period of time,
the equipment utilized by such institutions at present are produced of plywood sheets
and other artificial sheets which are brittle and nondurable do not last long, importation
of raw materials from foreign countries required to manufacture contemporary office
equipment causes a huge outflow of money and because these materials have an
immense impact on our environment.
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Tuesday, August 22, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

1.
3171/2023
Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,— To ask the Minister of Industries,—(1)
(a) Will he admit that—

(i) the skyrocketing of the prices of materials including papers utilized
for printing purposes has contributed towards the collapse of
businesses related to the printing industry; and

(i) this situation has created a seriously negative impact on the studies
of the school children?

(b) Will he inform this House—

(i) of'the actions that will be taken to control the aforesaid situation;

(ii) separately of the amount of papers produced monthly by the
government and the private sector by now;

(iii) Whether measures have been taken to commence factories to
promote local paper manufacturing in order to minimize the import
of paper; and

(iv) if so, of the relevant progress by now?

(c) Ifnot, why?
2.
3227/2023
Hon. Niroshan Perera,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government,—(2)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether a program has been implemented to send public servants
for foreign employment opportunities;

(i) if so, separately, of the number of public servants who have applied
for foreign employment, of the number of public servants who have
been sent for foreign employment out of the aforesaid number of
employees and of the number of public servants who are expected to
be sent for foreign employment in future; and

(iii) whether a training program is conducted to train the aforesaid public
servants for the available foreign employment opportunities?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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3322/2023

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House separately —

of funds allocated and released to the Postgraduate Institutions for
the period from 2019 to 2023;

of funds allocated for capital expenditure and recurrent expenditure
out of the aforesaid allocated funds;

of the approved academic cadre and the non-academic cadre of the
above institutions; and

of the vacancies exist in the academic cadre and the non—academic
cadre of the aforesaid institutions by now?

(b) If not, why?

3.
(1)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
4.

3333/2023

Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies,—(2)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

whether he is aware of the acts of corruption involved in by the then
Chairman of Bank of Ceylon, Mr. Gamini Wickramasinghe between
2008 and 2013;

whether it was revealed at the Presidential Commission of inquiry
which investigated into Mihin Lanka and Sri Lankan Airlines that
BOC had waived loan interest after 2009;

whether the above Bank wunder the Chairmanship of
Mr. Wickramasinghe had awarded contracts to Informatics Group
for installation of ATM and providing IT related services;

whether the aforesaid individual held partial ownership in
Informatics Group at the time of awarding the above contracts;

whether there was a conflict of interest when performing his duties
as the Chairman of BOC while being the owner of the Informatics
Group;

whether the abovementioned contracts and other corruptions of
Mr. Wickramasinghe are investigated into; and

(vii) of the findings of the investigation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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3336/2023

Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

@

(i1)
(iii)

(iv)

of the number of government hospitals that come under the purview
of the Ministry of Health;

separately, the name of each hospital and the district situated;

separately, of the number of doctors and specialist doctors required
and currently serving in each hospital at present;

of the measures taken to fill the vacancies existing in the aforesaid
hospitals ?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(@)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

whether doctors who went abroad for further studies have not
returned to Sri Lanka;

if so, the aforesaid number of doctors are;

whether attention has been focused regarding the measures that can
be taken to ensure the return of the doctors who have gone abroad
for further studies;

if so, the aforesaid measures are ?

(c) Ifnot, why?

3354/2023

Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera,—To ask the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

of the number of archeological monuments that have been destroyed
so far;

the nature of the damage that has been caused on the said
monuments;

whether legal measures have been taken against the individuals
those who caused the said damages; and

the current progress of the said legal measures?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

whether he is aware of the tendency of destroying archeological
monuments in Sri Lanka;

the measures that have been taken to prevent the occurrence of
situations as such;

whether he admits that the archeological monuments gazetted are
not conserved properly; and

if so, the reasons for the said matter?
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(c) Will he further inform this House—

@)

(i)

(iii)

of the number of archeological monuments proposed to be gazetted
in due course;

separately, the names of each archeological monument, province,
District and the Divisional Secretariat Division in which each of
them is situated; and

the date on which the above mentioned archeological monuments be
gazetted?

(d) If not, why?

3364/2023

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake,— To ask the Minister of Public Security,—(1)

(a) Ishe aware that—

@

(i)

the buildings in which the police stations housed in Kandy district
are so many years old,;

the barracks in the aforesaid police stations are difficult to be used?

(b) Will he inform this House—

(@)
(i)

the steps that have been taken to modernize the aforesaid buildings;

the steps that have been taken to provide a systematic service to the
people who turn up at the aforesaid police stations to obtain services
from them?

(c) Ifnot, why?

3397/2023

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Defense,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(@

(i)

(iii)

of the name of each politician who has been provided with firearms
from 1980 to 1990, the number of firearms provided to him/her and
the year in which the firearms were provided;

of the name of each politician who has been provided with
automatic firearms from 1990 to June 2023, the year in which the
firearms have been provided and the name of the of the Public
Institution in which he/she served or serves as a public
representative; and

of the name of each politician who does not hold his/her position at
present but has not returned the firearms received and the number of
firearms out of the politicians mentioned in the (i) and (ii) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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9.
3482/2023
Hon. Velu Kumar,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) the number of Provincial Schools in Kandy district which were
converted to National Schools after the year 2020; and
(i) the number of Sinhala and Tamil medium schools, separately?
(b) Will he also inform this House—
(i) the extent of land, the number of students and teachers that should
be there in a National School as per the National School standards;
(i1)) whether the National Schools mentioned in (a)(i) above are in
compliance with those standards; and
(ii1) if not, the basis on which those schools were converted to National
Schools?
(c) Ifnot, why?
10.
3506/2023
Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic

Stabilization and National Policies,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the interest rate given in the year 2022 for the account balance of
the provident fund maintained for the officers of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka;

(i) of the interest rate given in the year 2022 for the account balance of
Employees Provident Fund (EPF);

(i) of the rate of interest given in the year 2022 for the account balance
of Employees' Trust Fund (E.T.F);

(iv) if there is any difference in the interest rates given for the account
balances mentioned above, the reasons behind for such difference?

(b) If not, why?

Wednesday, August 23, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

5/2023
Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the period in which the Bond scams happened in the Central
Bank; and

(ii)) of the way in which the Sri Lanka economy was impacted by the
aforesaid scams?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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386/2023

Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Wildlife
and Forest Resources Conservation,—(1)

(a) Will she inform this House—

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

whether she is aware of foreigners involved in illegally transporting
gene particles of plants and animals that are rare, endangered and
endemic to Sri Lanka;

whether they, after being arrested, were able to leave Sri Lanka
easily after paying the prescribed fine;

whether there have been instances where they have repeatedly
returned to Sri Lanka and engaged in the activity; and

whether measures have been taken to identify such organized
persons engaged in that activity?

(b) Will she also inform this House—

@

(i)

(1i1)

(iv)

whether there is a sufficient number of wildlife officers to curb such
activities;
if not, whether there is a mechanism to increase the number of

officers;

whether there is a program to monitor the activities of foreigners
visiting forests in Sri Lanka; and

if so, what that program is?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

422/2023

Hon Gayantha Karunathilaka,— To ask the Minister of Labour and Foreign

Employment,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

of the number of Sri Lankan employees who returned to Sri Lanka
due to Covid-19 pandemic and re-migrated for employment;

whether he admits that some of those employees were unable to
re-migrate owing to losing jobs upon returning to Sri Lanka;

the steps that have been taken in relation to those employees who
lost foreign employment: and

whether the programme, of granting a Special Projects loan to those
employees who have returned to Sri Lanka after completing foreign
employment to start a tax free business as articulated in the “Vistas
of Prosperity and Splendour’, is under way at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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435/2023

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he state—

@)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

the security mechanisms included in the sticker issued by the
institution known as Madras Security Printers that is found on the
imported liquor packages;

the reasons why such security mechanism included;

whether an international standard institution has certified that such
security mechanisms are contained in them: and

if so, whether it would be produced?

(b) Will he also state—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

the security mechanisms contained in the security codes which are
proposed to be printed using ink containing special D.N.A and such
paint, separately;

the security mechanisms contained in the system through which
those codes are printed: and

whether there is a document that ensures that the security
mechanisms that have been agreed to be supplied are found in the
codes and paints so printed?

(¢) Will he further state—

(@)

(ii)
(iii)

of the basis on which the procurement of a digital code was
approved on the tender previously granted to the above institution
for the supply of 1000 stickers for 5.99 U.S Dollars without the
procurement process at the same price;

the officers who approved that; and

whether the documents pertaining to that would be produced?

(d) Ifnot, why?

691/2023

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam,— To ask the Prime Minister and
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local

Government,—(2)

(a) Will he admit that—

(@)

(i)

during the “Good—Governance” regime, a trade centre was
constructed in the Kaludavalai area within the Kalawanchikudi
Divisional Secretariat of the Batticaloa District;

steps have not been taken to declare this trade centre open so far?
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(b) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the reasons for not opening the trade centre referred to above up
to now;

(i) whether steps will be taken to declare the trade centre open;
(iii) if so, of the date on which the trade centre will be declared open;

(iv) whether a programme has been prepared for using the above-
mentioned trade centre productively, and

(v) if so, what that programme is?
(c) Ifnot, why?
817/2023

Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi,— To ask the Minister of Public
Security,—(2)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of police stations and offices of Superintendents of
Police in Sri Lanka, separately;

(i) of the number of Police officers serving in the Sri Lanka Police;

(iii) of the numbers serving in each post from the Inspector General of
Police down to the Police Constable Driver, separately; and

(iv) of the number of women officers holding each of the posts referred
to above?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) of the total number of police officers who have been deployed in
VIP security service;

(il) of the numbers, separately, deployed for the protection of Ministers,
Members of Parliament and VIPs other than Members of
Parliament, and

(i) what are the categories of VIPs who are not Members of Parliament
referred to in (ii) above?

(c) Ifnot, why?

839/2023

Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of
Education,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House separately—

(i) of the educational zones in the Western Province with a surplus of
teachers and those with a shortages of teachers; and

(il)) of the surplus and the shortage of teachers with respect to each
subject?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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852/2023

Hon. Gamini Waleboda,— To ask the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs,—(1)

(a) Will he admit that—

@)

(i)

Ranminitenna, Mahinda Rajapaksha National Tele-Cinema Park
was constructed and vested in the people by the former government;
and

the reosurces of that park are falling into decay by now as a result of
not using that park in a productive manner?

(b) Will he inform this House—

@

(ii)
(iii)

of the amount invested for the construction of the said Tele-Cinema
Park ;

whether shootings are done at said park by now; and

of the arrangement to protect the resources at that park?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

861/2023

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(b)

(@

(i)

(1i1)

(iv)
™)

whether he is aware of the publication ‘Provisional Clinical Practice
Guidelines on COVID-19 suspected and confirmed Patients’;

the names of the experts who contributed content and
recommendations to the publication;

their affiliations and designations at the time of their serving as
expert resource persons;

the authority responsible for appointing them; and

the criteria/basis followed to select them?

Will he also inform this House—

(@)
(i)

(iii)

(iv)

whether he is aware of Section 7 of the above publication;

the names of the specific expert resource persons responsible for the
content and recommendations in the abovementioned Section;

separately, the process, documents and references used to develop
the content and recommendations in Section 7; and

whether the recommendations in Section 7 are subject to the
professional opinion of experts in the fields of medical ethics and
medical anthropology either locally or internationally?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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10.
872/2023

Hon. Rohana Bandara,— To ask the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and Social
Empowerment,—(1)

(a) Will he inform the House—

(i)  whether he is aware of a female children’s home named “Avanthi
Devi” situated in Anuradhapura town;

(i) of the number of children receive shelter at the above-mentioned
children’s home at present;

(iii) whether he is aware that various irregularities occur at that
children’s home; and

(iv) if so, what measures will be taken regarding it?
(b) If not, why?

Thursday, August 24, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS

1330/2023
Hon. Ishak Rahuman,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the number of Bank of Ceylon branches in Anuradhapura district;

(il)) of the number of companies and individuals who have been granted
loans of more than 05 million rupees by those branches from 2015
to 2020, separately;

(iii) the amount of the loans that have not yet been recovered out of the
loans granted during the aforesaid period of time;

(iv) whether legal action has been taken to recover the said loans; and

(v) the amount of the loans that have been written off as bad debts out
of the loans mentioned in (iii) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?

1331/2023
Hon. Mohomad Muzammil,— To ask the Minister of Agriculture,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether post-harvest losses have been reckoned during the
transportation and sale of the vegetables and fruits produced in the
Central Province;

(i) if so, the financial loss as well as the loss of quantity separately; and

(iii) the courses of action that have been taken to prevent possible
post-harvest losses in the future?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1461/2023

Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal,— To ask the Minister of Urban Development
and Housing,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether the surveys in regard to the coastal zone of Sri Lanka, have
been completed; and

(i) of the extent of land belonging to the Coast Conservation and
Coastal Resource Management Department, in hectares?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) whether coastal conservation projects have been awarded to the
private sector;

(i) if so, of the locations where such projects will be carried out; and

(iii) of the procedure, adopted in awarding aforesaid projects to the
private sector?

(c) Ifnot, why?

4,
1508/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene,— To ask the Minister of Irrigation,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) whether any damage has been done to the property of the
Department of Irrigation during the period 1988-1989;
(i) if so, what is the nature of the damages caused;
(b) If not, why?
5.

1546/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe,— To ask the Minister of Mass Media,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the total number of post offices established in Sri Lanka;

(i1)) out of the aforesaid number of post offices, of the number of sub-
post offices;

(iii) of the name of the province that has the highest number of post
offices;

(iv) of the total number of employees employed in the Department of
Posts; and

(v) of the number of substitute, casual and contract employees working
in that Department, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1579/2023

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna,— To ask the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies,—(2)

(a) Will he inform this House of—

(i) the number of licensed legal liquor outlets in Sri Lanka, according
to each district, separately;

(il) the number of legal restaurants with liquor licenses;

(iii) the annual revenue earned through the liquor licenses issued by
now; and

(iv) the number of new liquor licenses due to be issued in future?
(b) If not, why?

7.
1716/2023
Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena,— To ask the Minister of Power and
Energy,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether he is aware that a large-scale oil racket is being carried out
by changing the invoices related to fuel orders with the direct
involvement of the Distribution Division, Operations Division and
the Order Division of the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation;

(i) if so, whether an investigation has been conducted in that regard;
and

(iii) the action that will be taken for strict enforcement of the law against
the persons involved in the aforesaid racket?

(b) Ifnot, why ?
8.

2018/2023

Hon. Kins Nelson,— To ask the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and Social
Empowerment,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House in Polonnaruwa District—

(i) the total number of Samurdhi beneficiaries from the year 2015 up to
now;

(ii)) the number of Samurdhi beneficiaries empowered in the district
during the aforementioned period;

(i) the number of Samurdhi beneficiaries who were removed from
Samurdhi programme after the empowerment process; and

(iv) the number of persons who are newly eligible for Samurdhi
allowance in lieu of the removed Samurdhi beneficiaries;

by each Divisional Secretariat Division, separately?
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(b) Will he also inform this House what measures will be taken for an
expedited disbursement of Samurdhi allowance for persons mentioned in
the (iv) above?

(c) Ifnot, why?

9.
2550/2023
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this—
(1) of the number of National Schools established in Sri Lanka;
(ii)) of the number of non-academic staff serving in the National
Schools;
(i) whether he is aware of the fact that the transfers requested by the
majority of those employees have not been granted up to now; and
(iv) of the measures taken to transfer those employees under a proper
scheme?
(b) If not, why?
10.
2881/2023
Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha,— To ask the Minister of Power and Energy,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—
(i) of the number of rooftop solar panels currently available in Sri
Lanka;
(ii)) of the contribution of aforesaid panels to the national grid from
2018 to date;
(iii) of the amount that the Ceylon Electricity Board should settle to the
rooftop solar panel owners, by now;
(iv) of the steps to be taken for the prompt payment of aforesaid amount;
and
(v) of the measures that are being taken to promote renewable energy
sources?
(b) If not, why?
Friday, August 25, 2023
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
L.

1618/2023
Hon. Tissa Attanayake,— To ask the Minister of Environment,—(2)

(a) Will he admit that—

(i) a national policy on waste management was prepared by the
Ministry of Enviroment in year 2020 and even had identified the
institutions of which the responsibilities will be entrusted with; and
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whereas the action plan regarding the aforesaid policy was not
prepared till year 20227

(b) Will he inform this House—

(1)

(i1)
(iii)
(iv)

™)

whether an action plan has been prepared to implement the
aforementioned policy;

if so, the aforesaid action plan is;
if not, the date it will be prepared;

whether the issues that can be experienced during the practical
implementation of the aforesaid policy have been identified; and

if not, the mechanism prepared to address the aforesaid issues?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

1640/2023

Hon. Milan Jayathilake,—To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—(1)

(@

(i)

(1i1)

whether he is aware of the fact that a large number of new
inventions have been invented to enable the alternative energy
consumption owing to the shortage of gas and the sky rocketing of
gas price;

whether he is aware of the fact that the foreign exchange
expenditure on gas imports, could be saved by promoting the above
inventions; and

of the steps taken as of now to encourage the inventors and the
consumers of the above inventions separately?

(b) If not, why?

1680/2023

Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House whether—

(@)

(i)

(iii)

there is a shortage of staff and physical resources in the recently
established Vavuniya University;

steps be taken to fill the vacancies and provide the lacking physical
resources;

steps be taken to establish campuses in the districts of Mullaitivu
and Mannar, attached to the faculties of Vavuniya University?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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1760/2023

Hon. Samanpriya Herath,— To ask the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs,—(1)

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether investigations have been commenced regarding the
employees of the Central Cultural Fund who were victims of
political vengeance after 2015;

(i) if so, according to those investigations, the number of employees
who have been given relief so far; and

(i) whether the employees who have not yet been given relief be given
such in the future?

(b) If not, why?

1804/2023
Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka,— To ask the Minister of Education,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of schools in Monaragala district that come under the
purview of the Provincial Council;

(il) separately, of the number of officers with Grades in Principal
Service serving in aforesaid schools as Principals, Deputy Principals
and Assistant Principals; and

(iii) Separately, of the number of schools that have Principals with
Grades and acting Principals out of the aforesaid schools?

(b) Will he also inform this House—

(i) whether he is aware that a decision had been taken to absorb the
assistant teachers who serve as acting Principals to the Sri Lanka
Principal’s Service;

(i) if so, the date of which the aforesaid decision will be implemented;
and

(iii) if the decision will not be implemented, the reasons are?
(c) Ifnot, why?

1816/2023
Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma,— To ask the Minister of Power and Energy,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House of —

(i) the number of instances where the Ceylon Electricity Board
requested permission from the Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka for emergency power purchases, each year separately from
2015 till date;
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(il) the number of such instances where permission was granted and not
granted, separately;

(iii) the financial gain made by the Ceylon Electricity Board due to not
receiving permission for emergency power purchases; and

(iv) the measures taken so far to avoid emergency power purchases?
(b) if not, why?

7.
2533/2023
Hon. Imran Maharoof,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House separately—

(i) of the approved number of employees and the number of employees
currently employed in Mutur Base Hospital in Trincomalee district;
and

(il)) of the number of doctors and nurses working in that hospital
according to their language of communication?

(b) Will he inform this House of the measures taken to fill the vacancies in
the above hospital?
(c) Ifnot, why?
8.
2577/2023
Hon. D. Weerasingha,— To ask the Minister of Fisheries,—(1)
(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of fishermen engaged in the industry of fresh water
fishing within Ampara District;

(ii) of the reservoirs used by them for the above purpose;

(iii) of the facilities rendered to those fishermen from year 2019 to date;
and

(iv) of the action that are being taken to uplift the living standard of the
aforementioned fishermen?

(b) Ifnot, why?
9.

2623/2023
Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law,— To ask the Minister of Investment
Promotion,—(1)

(a) Will he state—

(i) whether any irregularity, irregular appointment, any act of
corruption or any illegal activity has taken place in Colombo Port
City project during the period from year 2015 to 2019;

(i) if so, separately the nature of such acts that have taken place at the
aforesaid project; and
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(42)

separately, the value of the financial, property and human resources
that the government has lost due to each of the aforesaid acts?

(b) Will he also state—

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)
™)

whether investigations have been carried out to identify the officers
who are responsible for the acts mentioned in (a)(i) above;

if the responsible officers have been identified, the action that has
been taken against them;

if no action has been taken against them, the reasons for that;
whether action will be taken against them in future; and

the measures that will be taken to prevent the occurrence of such
acts in future?

(c) Ifnot, why?

10.

2693/2023

Hon. K. P. S. Kumarasiri,— To ask the Minister of Health,—(1)
(a) Will he admit that—

(@)

(i)

the Homeopathy Medical System has become popular in Sri Lanka
as a medical system with no side effects and having the possibility
to cure many diseases; and

the registration has not been granted since many years to competent
homeopathic doctors who engage in medical treatment under this
system?

(b) Will he inform this House—

@

(i)

of the program that has been formulated to register the Homeopathic
doctors anticipating the registration since many years; and

whether it is possible to make them registered after examining their
knowledge through a practical test?

(c) Will he also inform this House—

@)

(i)

(iii)

of the measures that have been taken to develop the Homeopathy
Medical System;

whether a formal procedure will be established to import the drugs
needed for Homeopathy medical treatments; and

whether measures will be taken to resume the Homeopathy
University?

(d) Ifnot, why?




