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Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law   
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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker  made the following 
announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme 

Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Sri Lanka Telecommunications (Amendment)’ which 

was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 
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 In the said determination, the Supreme Court has summarized the Constitutionality 

of the Bill as follows:—  

Clause 8 - proposed Section 9A (2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of 

the Constitution. However, the inconsistency shall cease if the word ‘may’ be replaced 

with the word ‘shall’ as set out in Determination of the Supreme Court. 

Clause 9 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and can 

only be passed with the special majority required under paragraph (2) of Article 84. 

However, the inconsistency shall cease if the Clause is amended as set out in the 

Determination of the Supreme Court. 

Clause 12 - proposed Section 17(10) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of 

the Constitution and can only be passed with the special majority of Parliament 

required under Article 84 (2).  However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the Clause 

is amended as set out in the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

Clause 13 - proposed Sections 17A (1) and 17(B) of the Bill are inconsistent with 

Article 12(1) of the Constitution and can only be passed with the special majority of 

Parliament required under Article 84(2).  However, the said inconsistency shall cease if 

the Clause is amended as set out in the Determination of the Supreme Court. 

Clause 18(5) - proposed Sections 22 (3A) and 22 (3B) of the Bill is inconsistent with 

the provisions of Article 14(1)(a), 14(1)(g) and 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only 

be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). The said 

inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(5) is amended as set out in the 

Determination of the Supreme Court.  

Clause 18(7) - proposed Section 22(7) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) 

and Article 14(1)(a) of the Constitution. However, the said inconsistency shall cease if 

the Clause is amended as set out in the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

 Clause 20 - proposed Section 22AD is irrational and inconsistent with Article 12(1) 

of the Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament 

required under Article 84(2).  

Clause 33 - proposed Section 59A is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the 

Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required 

under Article 84(2). However, the inconsistency shall cease if proposed 59A is deleted.  

Clause 35 - proposed Section 68(1A)(b) and 68(1A)(c) of the Bill are inconsistent 

with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority 

required under Article 84(2).  However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the Clause 

35 is amended by deleting the proposed Section 68(1A)(b) and 68(1A)(c) as set out in 

the Determination of the Supreme Court. 

The other provisions in the Bill are not inconsistent with any provisions in the 

Constitution.  

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 
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 II 

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the certificates on the 

Bills titled ‘Saweera Foundation (Incorporation)’ and ‘Kelaniya Buddhist Women’s 

Charitable Society (Incorporation)’ on 12 June 2024.” 

III 

The question of privilege raised by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, M.P. in 

Parliament on 22 May 2024 will be referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges. 
 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Education presented the— 

(i) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 25 read with Section 32 of the Excise 

Ordinance (Chapter 52) as amended from time to time, regarding Annual 

Excise License Fees, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary                       

No. 2366/38 of 12th January 2024  

     (Excise Notification No. 01/2024); 

(ii) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 25 read with Section 32 of the Excise 

Ordinance (Chapter 52) as amended from time to time, regarding Excise 

License Fees, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2369/32 of 

01st February 2024  

      (Excise Notification No. 03/2024);  

(iii) Regulation made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 4 of the Casino Business (Regulation) 

Act, No. 17 of 2010 relating to Casino Business Licensing Regulations, 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2381/16 of 22nd April 

2024; 

(iv) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and   No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2384/34 of 17th May 2024;  

(v) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and   No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2384/35 of 17th May 2024; and 

(vi)  Final Budget Position Report – 2023 in terms of Section 13 of the  Fiscal   

   Management (Responsibility) Act, No. 3 of 2003 

and moved that those Notifications, Regulations and the Report be referred to the 

Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to.  
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 (2) The Minister of Education presented the— 

(i) Report on the submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the 

Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters 

mentioned on the Registrar Generals’ Department in the report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament; and 

(ii) Reports on the submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the 

Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters 

mentioned on the District Secretariats – Jaffna, Trincomalee, Mullaitivu, 

Vavuniya, Nuwara Eliya, Anuradhapura, Kalutara, Batticaloa, Mannar, 

Kegalle, Kandy, Galle, Kilinochchi, Gampaha, Ampara, Hambantota, 

Monaragala, Matale, Kurunegala, Puttalam, Colombo, Polonnaruwa, 

Badulla and Matara in the reports of the Committee on Public Accounts 

which were presented to Parliament 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

 

(3) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Department 

of Fiscal Policy for the year 2023 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(4) The Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation and Minister of 

Irrigation presented the Reports on the submission of observations and steps taken in 

terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters 

mentioned on the Ministry of Wildlife and Forest Conservation and the Institutions 

coming under its purview in the reports of the Committee on Public Accounts which 

were presented to Parliament and moved that those Report be referred to the Committee 

on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(5) The Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs  

presented the Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Survey Department for the year 

2023 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Food Security & Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(6) The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Industries and Minister of 

Health  present the Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Industries for the 

year 2023 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (7) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Trade, Commerce and Food Security for the year 2023 and moved that this Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) Hon. Harsha De Silva, Chair  of 

the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the said Committee on the 

Regulations under the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021 

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

(2) Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Energy and Transport presented the Report of the Committee on— 

(i) Annual Report of the Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited for the 

year 2021; 

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Atomic Energy Regulatory Council for the 

year 2021;  and  

(iii) Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Energies (Pvt) Ltd for the years 2018, 

2019, 2020 and 2021 

 which were referred to the said Committee.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:    

(1) Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne presented a petition dated 05.04.2024 from             

Mr. D.M.G.S. Dissanayake of Pahala Puliyankulama, Ihala Puliyankulama, 

Puttlam.  

(2) Hon. Imran Maharoof presented a petition dated 20.03.2024 from                    

Mr. A.L.M. Mukthar of No. 541/A/1, Water Supply Office Road,     

Saindamarudu - 14.  

(3) Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura presented a petition dated 10.11.2023 from 

Mr. A.M.R.M. Adikari of “Siri Sewana,” Thalakolahena, Nabadewa, 

Nikaweratiya.  

(4) Hon. Lalith Ellawala presented a petition dated 06.05.2024 from Mr. B. H. 

R. Priyankara Perera of “Priyankara”, Circular Road, Pothupitiya South, 

Wadduwa.  

(5) Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi presented a petition dated 

25.03.2024 from Mrs. Y.K. Sriyalatha Edirisinghe of No. 11-B, 

Seethagama, Avissawella. 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 



        ( 11 ) M. No. 30 

 5. Privilege : The Leader  of the House of Par liament,— That this Parliament 

resolves that the recommendation of the report submitted by the Committee on Ethics 

and Privileges  on 06 June 2024 to the Parliament, after consideration of the  Question 

of Privilege raised by the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Member of Parliament, on 

09.02.2024 in Parliament regarding the conduct of Mrs. Athma Dilukshi Jayaratne as 

the Divisional Secretary of Gampola, Uda Palatha, by the Committee on Ethics and 

Privileges of the Fifth Session of the Ninth Parliament, be referred to the Attorney-

General in terms of   Section 26 (1) (b) of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act, 

No. 21 of 1953, for report.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

 

6. Order under the Tourism Act (No. 1) : The Minister of Education on behalf of 

the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs moved,— 

That the Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of the 

Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005, on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka Tourism 

Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist development area and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2348/38 of 07th September 2023, which was 

presented on 23.01.2024, be approved. 

(At 12.52 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna, seconded by Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe 

moved,—That Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.00 p.m. Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama  took the Chair.) 

Hon. Samanpriya Herath, seconded by Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka moved,—That 

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.53 p.m. Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam took the Chair.) 
 

(At 4.34 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to.  

 

7. Order under the Tourism Act (No. 2) : The Minister  of Education on behalf 

of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs            

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26

(1) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendations of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist development 

area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2352/47 of 06th October 2023, 

which was presented on 20.02.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to.  
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 8. Order under the Tourism Act (No. 3) : The Minister  of Education on behalf 

of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs                       

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26

(1) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendations of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist development 

area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2352/48 of 06th October 2023, 

which was presented on 20.02.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

9. Order under the Tourism Act (No. 4) : The Minister  of Education on behalf 

of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs              

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26

(1) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a Tourist 

Development Area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2360/62 of                    

01st December 2023, which was presented on 24.04.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

10. Order under the Tourism Act (No. 5) : The Minister  of Education on behalf  

of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs              

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26

(1) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a Tourist 

Development Area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2360/63 of                   

01st December 2023, which was presented on 24.04.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

11. Regulations under the Registration of Title Act: The Minister of Education on 

behalf of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs 

moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under 

Section 67 of the Registration of Title Act, No. 21 of 1998 relating to Registrations of 

Title and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2308/27 of 01st December 2022, 

which were presented on 05.03.2024, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

12. Regulations under the Crown Land Ordinance : The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of Sports and Youth 

Affairs moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands 

under Sections 95 and 96 read with Sections 8 and 22 of the Crown Lands Ordinance 

(Chapter 454) on 09th April 2024, which were presented on 24.04.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

13. Regulations under the Convention Against Doping in Sports Act: The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Tourism and Lands and Minister of 

Sports and Youth Affairs moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of 

Sports and Youth Affairs under Section 34 read with Section 3 of the Convention 

Against Doping in Sports Act, No. 33 of 2013 with regard to the Prohibited Substances 

Lists and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2373/14 of 27th February 2024, 

which were presented on 24.04.2024, be approved.   

Question put, and agreed to.  
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 14. Adjournment (Proper Mechanism to Respond to Emergency Situations): 

The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now 

adjourned.  

Question proposed, and debated.  

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Deputy Speaker without 

Question put. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. 


