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 Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mr. Chaminda Kularatne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General  

 

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

1. Messages from the President : The Speaker  read the following messages 

received from the President:— 

I 
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 II 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme 

Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Sri Lanka Electricity’ which was challenged in the 

Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

 

In the said determination, the Supreme Court has summarized the Constitutionality of 

the Bill as follows:—  
 

The Bill as a whole is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall 

only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84 (2). This 

inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 1(2) and Clause 1(3) are amended as set out 

in the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court. 
 

Clauses 3(6)(a) and 10(1)(c) are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution 

and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84

(2). However, the inconsistency shall cease if those Clauses are amended as set out in 

the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court. 

 

The first proviso to Clause 11(1) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the 

Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required 

under Article 84 (2).  However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the Clause is 

amended as set out in the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

 

Clause 17 is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall only be 

passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2).  The said 

inconsistency shall however cease and Clause 17 may be passed by a simple majority if 

the Clause  is amended as set out in the summary of the Determination of the Supreme 

Court.  

Clause 18(3)(e)(ii) of the Bill is inconsistent with the provisions of Article 12(1) and 

shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). 

The said inconsistency shall however cease if Clause 18(3) is amended as set out in the 

Summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

 

Clause 18(3)(f) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) and Article 14(1)(g) of 

the Constitution and shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required 

under Article 84(2). However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the Clause 18(3)(f) is 

amended as set out in the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.  

 

 Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and shall 

only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). The 

said inconsistency shall however cease if  Clause 18(5)(b)(ii) is amended as set out in 

the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court.  
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 Clause 21 and Clause 23 are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and 

shall only be passed by the special majority of Parliament required under Article 84(2). 

The said inconsistency shall however cease if those Clauses are amended as set out in 

the summary of the Determination of the Supreme Court. 

 

Clause 38 (2) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and 

shall only be passed by the special majority required under Article 84(2).  The said 

inconsistency shall cease if Clause 38(2) is amended as per the summary of the 

Determination of the Supreme Court.  

 

Clause 48 is violative of Article 4(a) read together with Article 3 and 76 and hence 

needs to be passed by the special majority of Parliament and approved by the People at 

a Referendum. 

 

The definition of ‘national grid’ in Clause 53 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 

12(1) of the Constitution and shall be passed by the special majority of Parliament 

required under Article 84(2).  However, the said inconsistency shall cease if the said 

definition is amended as set out in the summary of the Determination of the Supreme 

Court.  

 
I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of 
today’s proceedings of the House.” 
 

II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received three copies of petitions filed at the 

Supreme Court on 22.05.2024, one copy of a petition on 27.05.2024 and another copy 

of a petition on 28.05.2024 under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the 

Bill titled ‘Sri Lanka Telecommunications (Amendment)’.” 

III 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of five petitions filed at the 

Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill titled 

‘Economic Transformation’.” 

IV 

“The question of privilege raised by the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, M.P. in 

Parliament on 24 April 2024 will be referred to the Committee on Ethics and 

Privileges.” 

V 

“I wish to inform that Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, Member of Parliament has also been 

nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Ministerial Consultative 

Committee on Defence, in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 

2024 notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 112 of the Parliament.” 
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 VI 

“I wish to inform that Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, Member of Parliament has also been 

nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Ministerial Consultative 

Committee on Trade, Commerce and Food Security, in terms of the motion agreed to by 

Parliament on 09 February 2024 notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 112 

of the Parliament.” 

VII 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, Member of Parliament has also 

been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Economic 

Stabilization, in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 2024 

notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 123 of the Parliament.” 

VIII 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Velu Kumar, Member of Parliament, has been 

nominated to serve in the Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable 

Government, by the Committee of Selection on 28 May 2024, in terms of provisions of 

the Standing Order 130(3) of the Parliament to fill the vacancy occurred due to the 

resignation of the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, from the Membership of Parliament.” 

IX 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Jagath Priyankara, Member of Parliament, has been 

nominated to serve in the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and 

Gender by the Committee of Selection on 28 May 2024, in terms of provisions of the 

Standing Order 130(3) of the Parliament to fill the vacancy occurred in the said 

committee due to the resignation of the Hon. Uddika Premarathne, from the 

Membership of Parliament.” 

X 

“I wish to inform the Parliament that the Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya, 

Member of Parliament has been nominated to serve in the Panel of Chairs in addition to 

the Members of Parliament nominated at present for the Fifth Session of the Ninth 

Parliament, in terms of the Standing Order 143 of the Parliament.” 

XI 

“I wish to inform that, the following three Members have been nominated by me, to 

serve in the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, with the Speaker as the Chair, the 

Prime Minister, Leader of the House of Parliament, and the Leader of the Opposition in 

Parliament in terms of the provisions of the Standing Order 126 (1) of Parliament:— 

Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa 

Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka 

Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran” 

 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Speaker  presented the—   

(i) Second Installment – Part LVII of the Report of the Auditor–General for 

the Financial Year 2020; 

(ii) Second Installment – Part LIII  and Third Installment Part XXII of the 

Report of the Auditor – General for the Financial Year 2021; and 
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 (iii) Second Installment – Part XLIX of the Report of the Auditor–General for 

the Financial Year 2022   

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

(2) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Official Languages 

Commission for the year 2022 moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and National Unity. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3)  The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Office of the 

Cabinet of Ministers for the year 2023 moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable Government. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(4)  The Minister of Education presented the Report on the submission of 

observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts 

which was presented to Parliament and moved that this Report be referred to the 

Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(5)  The Minister of Education presented the Aswesuma Welfare Benefit Payment 

Scheme made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies 

under Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002, relating to Welfare 

Benefits and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2384/30 of 17 th May 2024 and 

moved that the Benefit Payment Scheme be referred to the Committee on Public 

Finance.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

(6)  The Minister of Education presented the Annual Performance Report of the 

Office of the Leader of the House of Parliament for the year 2023 moved that this 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable 

Government. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(7) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Performance Report of the 

Office of the Chief Government Whip of Parliament for the year 2023  moved that this 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable 

Government . 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (8) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Fisheries for the year 2023 moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Food Security & Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(9) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the National Council 

for Road Safety for the year 2022 moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Energy & Transport. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(10) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Ceylon Fertilizer 

Company Ltd for the year 2020/2021  moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Food Security & Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(11) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Rubber Research 

Institute of Sri Lanka for the year 2022 moved that this Report be Report be referred to 

the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Increasing Export of Goods & Services. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(12) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Tourism and Lands for the year 2023 moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(13) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Land Use 

Policy Planning Department for the year 2023 moved that this Report be referred to the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(14) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the National Institute 

of Occupational Safety and Health for the year 2022 moved that this Report be referred 

to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

4. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera, 

Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power and Energy presented the 

Report of the said Committee on Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Power and Energy on Regulations made by the Minister of Power and Energy under 

Section 48 read with Sections 4(a) and 16(4) of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21 of 

2021 and under Section 48 read with Section 13(3) of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 

21 of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2374/17 of 05th March 2024 

which were referred to the Committee.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
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 (2) Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney at Law, Chair of the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender presented the Report of the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender on Women 

Empowerment Bill which was referred to the said Committee.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

(3) Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney at Law, Chair of the Sub – Committee of the 

National Council on Identifying the priorities in formulation of Short, Medium & Long 

term National Policies presented the Report of the Conceptual Policy Framework for 

Food Security prepared by the Sub–Committee of the National Council of the Ninth 

Parliament on Identifying the Priorities in Formulation of Short, Medium & Long Term 

National Policies.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

(4) Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented 

the Report of the Committee on the— 

(i) Public Debt Management Bill; 

(ii) Order under the Ports and Airports Development Levy Act   No. 18 of 

2011; and 

(iii)Regulations under the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002 

which were referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

5. Presentation of Public Petitions:    

(1) Hon. Nimal Piyathissa presented— 

(i) a petition dated 05.05.2024 from Mr. K.D.B. Basnayake of Shantha, 
Perawanguwa, Hanguranketha; and 

(ii) a petition dated 17.04.2024 from Mr. S.M.A.K.Molagoda of No. 102/1, 
Udahingulwala.  

(2) Hon. Samanpriya Herath presented a petition dated 22.03.2024 from                    
Mr. S.M. Mizar of No. 316/1, Ehatumulla, Nagollagoda.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

6. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law, 

seconded by  Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka moved,— That leave be granted to introduce 

the following Bill:—  

“Bill to amend the Institute of Quantity Surveyors, Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Act, 

No. 20 of 2007.”  

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.  
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 The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister 

of Urban Development and Housing for report.  

 

7. Women Empowerment Bill:— Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Women, Child Affairs and 

Social Empowerment moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

(At 12.29 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair) 

(At 1.30 p.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair) 

 

The Minister of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation and Minister of 

Irrigation moved,— That Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna do take the Chair.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(At 3.20 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna took the Chair.)  

 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

And the debate stood adjourned; Debate to be resumed on another date.  

8. Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill: Order  

for consideration read. 

Bill, as amended in the Legislative Standing Committee Considered. 

 The Minister of Education moved,— That the amendments made by the Legislative 

Standing Committee be agreed to. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The Minister of Education moved,— That the Bill as amended, be now read the third 

time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

9. Dedigama Sri Maithri Pragnartha Bouddha Educational Daham Sabhawa 

(Incorporation) Bill: Order  for  consideration read. 

Bill, as amended in the Legislative Standing Committee Considered. 

 The Minister of Education moved,— That the amendments made by the Legislative 

Standing Committee be agreed to. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The Minister of Education moved,— That the Bill as amended, be now read the third 

time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 
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 10. Adjournment (Absorption of School Sports Coaches into Academic Staff) : 

The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now 

adjourned.  

Question proposed, and debated.  

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.04 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 05, 2024.  

 

 

 


