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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The  Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Messages from the President : The Speaker  read the following message 

received from the President:—   



        ( 7 ) M. No. 17 

 2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Minister  of Education  presented the — 

(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2360/52 of 30th November 2023; 

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2365/04 of 02nd January 2024;  

(iii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2365/84 of 07th January 2024;  

(iv) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2372/06 of 19th February 2024;  

(v) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 

Policies under Section 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2373/42 of 01st March 2024; 

(vi) Order made by the Minister of Investment Promotion under Section 14 of 

the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979, relating to CESS 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2365/50 of 04th 

January 2024; and  

(vii) Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) 

relating to Import Duties 

        (Gazette Extraordinary No. 2365/51 of 04th January 2024)   

and  moved that the Orders and the Resolution be referred to the Committee on 

Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Education  presented the Annual Report of the Urban Settlement 

Development Authority for the year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3)  The Minister of Education  presented the Annual Reports of the Land Survey 

Council for the years 2020, 2021 and 2022 and moved that the Reports be referred to 

the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 3. Presentation of Committee Reports: (1)  Hon. Akila Ellawela, Member of the 

Committee on  behalf  of the Hon. Tiran Alles, the Chair of the Ministerial Consultative 

Committee on Public Security  presented the the Report of the Ministerial Consultative 

Committee on Public Security on Regulations made by the Minister of Public Security 

under Section 52 read with Sections 14 and 23 of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act, 

(Chapter 351) on 22nd March 2024 which were referred to the Committee.  

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.  

(2) Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law, Member of the Committee on behalf  

of  Hon. Harsha De Silva, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the 

Report of the Committee on— 

(i) Order under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No.13 of 

1989;  

(ii) Notification under Excise Ordinance (No. 3/2023); and 

(iii) Notification under Excise Ordinance (No. 4/2023) 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.  

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :     

(1) Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya presented — 

(i)  A petition dated 15.01.2024 from Mr. Athula Jayasekara of No. 69, 

 Green View, Meepawala, Poddala; 

(ii)  A petition dated 20.01.2024 from Mr. H.M.S.N.K. Karunarathna of 

 Halgahakotuwa, Mahawila Road, Yatiyantota; 

(iii) A petition dated 21.01.2024 from Mr. K. Tyron Godfree of C 140, 

 Kegalla Road, Alawathura; 

(iv)  A petition dated 22.10.2023 from Mrs. K.G.G.K. Senanayake of 

 D/31/A, Pahalawatta, Malawita, Hettimulla; 

(v)  A petition dated 17.12.2023 from Mrs. R.M.C.K. Rathnayaka of            

 No. A/63, Egodawatta, Kotawella, Nelundeniya; and 

(vi)  A petition dated 04.01.2024 from Mr. S.M. Rathnapala of C 22/1, 

 Ihala watta, Medagama, Ganthuna.  

(2) Hon. Vijitha Berugoda presented a petition dated 15.11.2023 from               

Mrs. S.W.C. Hemalatha of No. 166, Palipana, Pujapitiya. 

(3) Hon. Siripala Gamalath presented a petition dated 08.10.2023 from                 

Mrs. H.M. Lanka Rajini Wijethilaka of No. 05, Yodha Ela, Hingurakgoda.  

(4) Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara presented a petition dated 17.05.2023 from 

Mr. H. Chaminda Kumara of No. 115/B, Jayasiri Stores, Hathgampola, 

Hemmathagama.  

(5) Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake presented a petition dated 08.01.2024 

from Mrs. B.D.D. Perera of No. 03/A, Manahara Uyana, Horana Rd, 

Mahavila, Panadura.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 5. Leave of Absence: The Hon. Lakshman Kir iella, Attorney at Law, seconded by 

the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan moved,— That the Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, 

Member of Parliament for Trincomalee Electoral district be granted leave under Article 66(f) 

of the Constitution to be absent from the sittings of Parliament for a period of three months 

from April 25th, 2024.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 . Sri Lanka Electricity: The Minister of Power and Energy presented,— Bill to 

provide for the implementation of reforms to the electricity industry; to provide for the 

establishment of the National Electricity Advisory Council; to provide for the Public Utilities 

Commission of Sri Lanka, established under the Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka 

Act, No. 35 of 2002 to be the regulator for the electricity industry in terms of this Act; to 

provide legislative measures applicable to the incorporation of corporate entities under the 

Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007 in whom all activities connected to the generation, 

transmission, distribution, trade, supply and procurement of electricity shall vest; to specify 

the processes to be applicable to all related activities; to repeal the Ceylon Electricity Board 

Act, No. 17 of 1969 and the Sri Lanka Electricity Act, No. 20 of 2009 and to provide for all 

matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.  

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Thursday, May 09, 2024, be printed 

and be referred to the  Sectoral  Oversight Committee  on Power and Energy. 

 . Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader  of the House of Parliament moved,—   

That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of 

sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. 

At 10.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker 

shall adjourn the Parliament without  uestion put.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 . Business of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— 

That the proceedings on Item No. 6 of Public Business appearing on the Order Paper be 

exempted at this day s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 of the Parliament.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

9. Leave to introduce Bill (No.  ):  Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie, seconded by Hon. H. M. 

M. Harees moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—  

 Bill to incorporate the Al Falah Foundation.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed. 

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister of 

Education for report. 
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  0. Leave to introduce Bill (No. 2): Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa, seconded by Hon. 

(Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—  

 Bill to incorporate the Sri Lanka Association for Fisheries and A uatic Resources.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed. 

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister of 

Fisheries for report. 

(At 10.25 a.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

  . The Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No.  ): The Minister of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of  Mass 

Media,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Transport and Highways under 

Section 237 read with Part VII of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203), and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2338/39 of 28th June 2023, which were presented on 24.01.2024, 

be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 2. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No. 2): The Minister of Education on 

behalf of the Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Transport and Highways under Section 237 read with 

Sections 21, 22, 23, 24 and 24A of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203), and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2352/29 of 05th October 2023, which were presented on 

24.01.2024, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 3. Notification under E cise  rdinance (No.  ) :  The Minister of Education on 

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved, — That the Notification made by the 

Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 22 of the 

Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) as amended from time to time, regarding Excise Duty on 

Li uor, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2364/35 of 31st December 2023, 

which was presented on 02.04.2024, be approved.  

(Excise Notification No. 04/2023)  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 4 .  rder under E cise (Special Provisions) Act: The Minister of Education on 

behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order made by the Minister 

of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 3 of the Excise 

(Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2364/36 of 31st December 2023, which was presented on 02.04.2024, be 

approved.  

Question put and agreed to. 
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  5. Resolution under the Essential Public Services Act: The Minister of Education 

on behalf the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That this Parliament resolves that 

the Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2380/32 of 19th 

April 2024 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested with the President in 

terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979, which was 

presented on 24.04.2024, be approved. 

Question put and agreed to. 

  . Adjournment (Delay in Uncovering Truth behind Easter Sunday Attack and 

Providing Justice to Victims): The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— 

That this Parliament do now adjourn. 
 

Order read for resuming the Adjourned debate on  uestion (24th April, 2024) 

Question again  proposed; and debate resumed. 

The Minister of foreign Affairs moved,— That Hon. Wasantha Yappabandara, Attorney 

at Law do take the Chair  

Question put and agreed to. 

(At 12.12. p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law  took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Plantation industries and Minister of  Health moved,— That               

Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff, Attorney at Law do take the Chair  

Question put and agreed to. 

(At 2.11. p.m. Hon. S. M. M. Musharraf, Attorney at Law took the Chair.) 

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilake, seconded by Hon. Eran Wickramaratne moved,— That 

Hon. Velu Kumar do take the Chair.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

(At 3.28 p.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.) 

The Leader of the House of the Parliament moved that the debate be now adjourned.  

Question put and agreed to. 

Debate to be resumed on Friday, April  26, 2023. 

Question put, and agreed to; accordingly the Parliament was at 5.16 pm. adjourned 

until 9.30 a.m. on  Friday, April  26, 2024.  


