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(Ninth Parliament - Fifth Session)

MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT

Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at 9.30 a.m.
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(5)
S. C. Muthukumarana
Mohomad Muzammil
Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law
Patali Champika Ranawaka
Nipuna Ranawaka
(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero
B. Y. G. Rathnasekara
Kumarasiri Rathnayaka
C. B. Rathnayake
Keheliya Rambukwella
Ishak Rahuman
Harshana Rajakaruna
Gunathilaka Rajapaksha
Chamal Rajapaksa
(Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe
Mahinda Rajapaksa
Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha
(Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan
M. Rameshwaran
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam
Nimal Lanza
Gamini Lokuge
Gamini Waleboda
Nayana Wasalathilake
Eran Wickramaratne
(Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe
C.V. Wigneswaran
(Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna
M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana
Hesha Withanage
Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law
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Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama

Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera

Hon. Maithreepala Sirisena

Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran

Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi
Hon. Vadivel Suresh

Hon. W. D. J. Seneviratne, Attorney at Law
Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law
Hon. Kabir Hashim

Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Jayarathna Herath

Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Hon. Marjan Faleel

Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie

Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka

Mrs.Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Chaminda Kularathne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of
Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

Announcements by the Speaker: The Deputy Speaker made the following
announcements:—

I

“I wish to inform Parliament that Hon. Speaker has received another copy of the
petition filed at the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of
the Bill titled ‘Penal Code (Amendment)’, in addition to the receipt of the 2 (two)
petitions mentioned in my announcement dated 19 March 2024.”

II

“I wish to inform that the following Members have been nominated by the
Committee of Selection to serve in the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils & Local Government in terms of the
provisions of Standing Order 112 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by
Parliament on 09 February 2024:—

Hon. J. C. Alawathuwala
Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva”
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III

“I wish to inform that the following Members have also been nominated by the
Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Public Accounts, notwithstanding
of the provisions of the Standing Order 119 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to
by Parliament on 09 February 2024:—

Hon. Jayarathna Herath
Hon. (Dr.) Upul Galappaththi”
v

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney-at-Law, Member
of Parliament has also been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the
Committee on Public Enterprises, notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order
120 of Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 2024.”

v

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka has also been nominated
by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Public Finance,
notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 121 of Parliament and the motion
agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 2024.”

VI

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda, Member of Parliament has
also been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Ways
and Means, notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 124 of the Parliament and
the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09 February 2024.”

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) Minister of Urban Development and Housing
presented the Annual Report of the Colombo Port City Economic Commission for the
year 2021 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee
on National Economic and Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the
submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Defence and the
Institutions coming under its purview in the report of the Committee on Public
Accounts which was presented to Parliament and moved that this Report be referred to
the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the
submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Department of Government
Factory in the reports of the Committee on Public Accounts which were presented to
Parliament and moved that this Report be referred to the Committee on Public
Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(4) Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the
Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Ceylon Fisheries Corporation of the
Ministry of Fisheries in the report of the Committee on Public Enterprises which was
presented to Parliament and moved that this Report be referred to the Committee on
Public Enterprises.

Question put, and agreed to.

(5) Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report of the
National Gem and Jewellery Authority for the year 2022 and moved that this Report be
referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Increasing Export of Goods &
Services.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the
submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament and
moved that this Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(7) Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the Report
on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120
(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Central Cultural Fund of
the Ministry of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs in the report of the
Committee on Public Enterprises which was presented to Parliament and moved that
this Report be referred to the Committee on Public Enterprises.

Question put, and agreed to.

(8) Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the Report
on the submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4)
of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs in the report of the Committee on Public
Accounts which was presented to Parliament and moved that this Report be referred to
the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(9) Minister of Power and Energy presented the Annual Report of the Lanka
Electricity Company (Private) Limited for the year 2022 and moved that this Report be
referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy & Transport.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Committee Reports: (1) The Hon. W. D. J. Seneviratne,
Attorney at Law, Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law-Abiding
Society presented the Report of the Committee on Partition (Amendment) Bill which
was referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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(2) The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de silva, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance
presented the Report of the Committee on the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Salary
Revision 2024-2026 which was referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:

(1) Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga presented —

(i) A petition dated 19.01.2024 from Mr. H.P. Wimalasiri of No.25/3,
Bandarawaththa, Gatamanna, Beliaththa; and

(i) A petition dated 18.12.2023 from Mr. U.W.A. Ruwan Chaminda of
No. 22, Katuwalamulla, Ganemulla.

(2) Hon. S. B. Dissanayake presented a petition dated 25.10.2023 from
Mr. U.S.K. Kulasingha of No. 18/3, Vihara Mawatha, Katugastota.

(3) Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera presented a petition dated 10.10.2023 from
Mrs. M.G.N. Sandaruwini of No. 156/21/B, Mathale Road, Ukuwela.

(4) Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka presented a petition dated 14.11.2023 from
Mr. S.K. Premasiri of No.21/9, Behethgabada Road, Monaragala.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to
5.30 p.m.. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Vote of No Confidence against Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardane, the
Speaker: Order read for resuming; Adjourned debate on question (19" March,
2024),— Motion made and question proposed [P. 27/2024] that “Whereas, by allowing
the government to adopt certain Clauses of the Bill titled Online Safety during the
Committee of the whole Parliament of the said Bill contrary to the determination of the
Supreme Court in respect of that Bill disregarding the strong objections raised by
Members of Parliament of the opposition to the effect that some Clauses of the Bill
concerned were being passed in contravention of the determination of the Supreme
Court regarding the Bill;

Particularly,

(a) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clause 13 of the aforesaid Bill with a
simple majority without incorporating the amendments specified in the determination of
the Supreme Court, which had determined that the said Clause was inconsistent with
Article 12 (1) of the Constitution and as such, should be passed with a special majority,
and if it were to be passed with a simple majority, the amendments so specified should
be effected;
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(b) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clause 17 of the aforesaid Bill as it
was with a simple majority while the Supreme Court had determined that the said
Clause was inconsistent with the Constitution and hence should be passed with a special
majority and while the Attorney-General had informed the Supreme Court that the
Clause concerned would be removed during the Committee of the whole Parliament;

(¢) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clauses 20, 33(6), 34(1) and 35(1) of
the aforesaid Bill with a simple majority without incorporating the amendments
specified in the determination of the Supreme Court, which had determined that the
Clauses concerned were inconsistent with the Constitution and as such, should be
passed with a special majority, and if they were to be passed with a simple majority, the
amendments so specified should be effected;

(d) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clause 21 of the aforesaid Bill as it
was with a simple majority without acting in pursuance of the assurance given by the
Attorney-General to the Supreme Court that the amendments necessary to pass the
Clause concerned with a simple majority would be moved during the Committee of the
whole Parliament when the Supreme Court determined that the said Clause was
inconsistent with the Constitution and hence should be passed with a special majority;

(e) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clause 22 of the Bill as it was with a
simple majority, without incorporating the amendments specified in the determination
of the Supreme Court, which had determined that the Clause concerned was inconsistent
with the Constitution and as such, should be passed with a special majority, and if it was
to be passed with a simple majority, the amendments so specified should be effected;
and

(f) And whereas by allowing the passage of Clause 31 of the Bill as it was with a
simple majority, without incorporating the amendments specified in the determination
of the Supreme Court, which had determined that the Clause concerned was inconsistent
with the Constitution and as such, should be passed with a special majority, and if it was
to be passed with a simple majority, the amendments so specified should be effected;

And whereas it has been stated in the letter dated 08™ February 2024, sent to the
Speaker of Parliament by the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, confirming this,
and pointing out that the Supreme Court determination has not been followed with
pertinence to passing certain Clauses of the said Bill and therefore, that there are serious
concerns regarding the fact whether the number of votes required to pass the Bill as it
is, has been received in Parliament;

And whereas at the same time, whereas by allowing the Bill to be passed at the third
reading without calling for a division, despite the request made by the Chief
Opposition Whip calling for a division, at the third reading of the Online Safety Bill;

And whereas and by endorsing the certificate on the said Bill, ignoring the request
made by a group of Opposition Members from the speaker at the special meeting of the
Party Leaders which was held on the 01* of February 2024, not to endorse the Bill until
it is seriously scrutinized, as certain Clauses have been passed by the government
contravening the determination issued by the Supreme Court at the Committee of the
whole Parliament of the Online Safety Bill;
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And whereas, when the name for the post of Inspector-General of Police,
recommended by the Hon. President was considered at the meeting of the Constitutional
Council held on the 26™ of February 2024, 4 members of the Constitutional Council
voted for the appointment of that recommended person for the said post and 2 members
voted against while 2 members abstained from voting and as such while the said
recommended name for the post of Inspector-General of Police remained unapproved as
per the provisions of the Constitution, the Speaker has unlawfully aided and abetted and
sponsored the President to appoint the person recommended by the President to the post
of Inspector-General of Police in an illegal and unconstitutional manner by stating in
paragraph 4 of the letter dated 26™ February 2024 that intimated to the President that:—

“However, as there are no provisions with regard to abstaining from voting at a
meeting of the Constitutional Council as per Article 41(e) of the Constitution and if
abstaining from voting is deemed as being opposed to, before the law and in relation to
the aforementioned issue if it is deemed as a tie in voting as per Article 41(e)(5) of the
Constitution, I hereby inform that I exercise my casting vote as the Chair.”

And whereas, the Speaker has acted in a manner in blatant violation of the
Constitution in handling the affairs of Parliament;

And whereas, the Speaker has acted in a manner that public confidence in the
supreme institutions of Parliament and the Constitutional Council would be eroded;

And whereas, the Speaker has blatantly violated the Standing Orders of Parliament;

And whereas, the Speaker has blatantly desecrated the independence and dignity of
the office of the Speaker by clearly exhibiting that he acts partially;

And whereas, the Speaker who is bound to protect the rights and privileges of the
Members of Parliament impartially, has himself violated the rights and privileges of
Members of Parliament; and

And whereas, the Speaker has neglected to perform the functions and responsibilities
of the office of the Speaker;

That this Parliament resolves that it has no confidence in Hon. Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardane, the Speaker any longer.”

The Minister of Education moved,— That Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the
Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 11.35 a.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.)

Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, seconded by the Hon. Thushara Indunil
Amarasena moved,— That Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 1.10 p.m. Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera took the Chair.)

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 2.46 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.)
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Hon. S. C. Muthukumarana, seconded by the Hon. M. Udayakumar moved,— That

Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 4.09 p.m. Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. the debate stood adjourned; debate to be resumed on
Thursday, March 21, 2024.

7. Adjournment: And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the
Presiding Member without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, March 21, 2024.



