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 Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mr. Chaminda Kularathne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of 

Parliament 

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General  
 

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Deputy Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that Hon. Speaker has received the Determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled “Microfinance and Credit Regulatory 

Authority” which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the 

Constitution. 

The determination of the Supreme Court as to the Constitutionality of the Bill 

concludes as follows:—  

Clause 5(3)(b), Clause 20(3)(i) read together with Clause 3(c), Clause 20(3)(j) read 

together with Clause 70, Clause 20(3)(k), Clause 20(3)(p) read together with Clause 3

(c), Clause 20(3)(q), Clause 20(4)(c), Clause 32(1), Clause 60, 76 and Clause 84 of the 

Bill are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and could be validly passed 

only with the special majority provided for in Article 84(2) of the Constitution. 

However, the Supreme Court has stated that the said inconsistencies can be ceased if the 

said Clauses are amended as per the Determination of the Court. 

Clause 39(2) and clause 60 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 76 read with 

Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution and can only be passed with special majority 

required under paragraph (2) of Article 84 and approved by the People at a Referendum 

by virtue of the provisions of Article 83. However, the Supreme Court has stated that 

the said inconsistencies can be ceased if the said Clauses are amended as per the 

Determination of the Court. 

Clause 65 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 14A of the Constitution and can 

only be passed with special majority required under paragraph (2) of Article 84. 

However, the Supreme Court has stated that the said inconsistencies can be ceased if the 

said Clauses are amended as per the Determination of the Court. 

In the circumstances, the Supreme Court is of the view that, the amendments 

suggested by the Supreme Court are made at the Committee Stage to the respective 

Clauses of the Bill, then the Microfinance and Credit Regulatory Authority Bill will 

cease to be inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 
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 II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that Honourable Speaker has received the 

Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Anti-Terrorism’ 

which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the 

Constitution. 

The determination of the Supreme Court as to the Constitutionality of the Bill 

concludes as follows:—  

Clause 3, Clause 42, Clause 53, and Clause 70 of the Bill are inconsistent with 

Article 12(1) of the Constitution and required a Special Majority to be passed by 

Parliament. However, the Supreme Court has stated that the said inconsistencies can 

be ceased if the said Clauses are amended as per the Determination of the Court. 

Clause 4 has to be suitably amended as per the Supreme Court Determination. 

Clause 72 (1) is unconstitutional and needs to be passed by a Special Majority and a 

Referendum. The unconstitutionality will cease if this Clause is amended as per the 

Determination of the Supreme Court.  Correspondingly, Clause 72(2) must be amended 

in accordance with the Determination. 

Clause 75 (3) infringe the Article 4 (c) read with Article 3 of the Constitution and 

required 2/3rd Majority and a Referendum. The invalidity will cease upon the 

amendments suggested in the Determination. 

Clause 83 (7) requires a Special Majority to be passed into law. It has to be suitably 

amended as per the Supreme Court Determination. 

 

Further, the Supreme Court has determined that subject to the amendments that have 

adumbrated to the provisions of the Bill by the Supreme Court, the Bill could be 

enacted into law with a Simple Majority only if the amendments determined by the 

Supreme Court are introduced to the provisions.  

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 

III 

“I wish to inform that Hon. Speaker in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the 

certificate on the Bills titled ‘Heart to Heart Trust Fund (Incorporation)’, ‘Sri Lanka 

Baptist Sangamaya (Incorporation) (Amendment)’, ‘Sri Balabhivurdhi Wardana 

Samithiya (Incorporation)’, ‘Samadhi Community Development Foundation 

(Incorporation)’ and ‘Dassana Bauddha Sanvidhanaya (Incorporation)’ on 19 February 

2024.” 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Urban Development and Housing 

presented the Report on the submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the 

Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the 

Public Service Commission in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which 

was presented to Parliament and moved that those Report be referred to the Committee 

on Public Accounts 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Investment Promotion in consultation with the Colombo Port 

City Economic Commission and relevant Regulatory Authorities under Section 71 of 

the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2358/70 of 17th   November 2023 and moved that those 

Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3)  The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented the—  

(i) Proclamation made and Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/11 

of 13th  February 2024 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 

with the president in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services 

Act, No. 61 of 1979; 

(ii) Proclamation made and Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2371/16 

of 13th February 2024 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 

with the president in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services 

Act, No.61 of 1979; 

(iii) Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Supplementary Support 

Services and Contingent Liabilities Project appearing under Expenditure 

Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period from 

21.12.2023 to 31.12.2023 under Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, 

No.43 of 2022; and 

(iv) Recommendations submitted to the Hon. President by the Finance 

Commission in terms of Article 154R (4) of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the year 2024. 
 

Ordered that the said papers do lie upon the Table. 
 

(4) The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media presented  

the Annual Reports of the National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka for the years 2018, 

2019 and 2020 and moved that the Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Media, Youth, Heritage and New Citizen.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(5) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Annual Report 

of the National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses for the 

year 2022 and moved that the Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on Just and Law – Abiding Society.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Justice, Prisons 

Affairs and Constitutional Reforms in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts 

which was presented to Parliament and moved that those Report be referred to the 

Committee on Public Accounts 

Question put, and agreed to. 
(2)   
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(3)  (7) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the— 

(i) Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of 

the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist 

development area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2352/47 

of 06th October 2023; and  

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of 

the Tourism Act, No. 38 of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka 

Tourism Development Authority with regard to the declaration of a tourist 

development area and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2352/48 

of 06th October 2023  

and moved that those Orders be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Tourism and Lands  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(8) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Annual Reports 

of the Industrial Technology Institute for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021 and moved that 

those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(9) The Minister of Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the 

Annual Report of the Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka limited for the year 2020/2021 and 

moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National 

Economic and Physical Plans.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(10) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Sri Jayewardenepura General 

Hospital Board in the report of the Committee on Public Enterprises which was 

presented to Parliament and moved that those Report be referred to the Committee on 

Report be referred to the Committee on Public Enterprises 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(11) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Orders made by 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs under Section 4 of the Diplomatic Privileges Act, No. 9 

of 1996 relating to privileges and immunities of the Host Country Agreements and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2348/48 of 08th September 2023 and moved 

that those Orders be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign 

Affairs.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (12) The Minister of Power and Energy presented the Report on the submission of 

observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Power and Energy in the report 

of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament  and moved 

that those Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(13) The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment presented the Annual Report 

of the Employees’ Provident Fund for the year 2021 and moved that this Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment & Labour.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(14) The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment presented the Annual Report 

of the National Institute of Labour Studies for the year 2022 and moved that this Report 

be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(15) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Reports of the National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka for the 

years 2021 and 2022 and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. (Dr .) Harsha de Silva, 

Chair of the Committee on Public Accounts present the Report of the Committee on - 

(i) Secured Transactions Bill and supplementary Bills i.e. Companies 

(Amendment) Bill, Finance Leasing (Amendment) Bill, Inland Trust 

Receipts (Amendment) Bill, Mortgage (Amendment) Bill, Registration of 

Documents (Amendment) Bill, Trust Receipts (Amendment) Bill; 

(ii) Order under Strategic Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008; and 

(iii)Regulations under Imports and Exports Control Act, No. 1 of 1969 

which were referred to the said Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO : The Minister  of 

Education  presented,—“Bill to provide for the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto.” 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, March 05, 2024, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education. 
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 5. Secured Transactions Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Industries and Minister of Health moved,—That Hon. Imran 

Maharoof  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 11.32 p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof took the Chair.) 

(At 1.00 p.m.  Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Plantation Industries and Mahaweli Development moved,—

That Hon. Samanpriya Herath  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.28 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath  took the Chair.) 
 

The State Minister of Investment Promotion moved,—That Hon. Jagath 

Samarawickrama do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.20 p.m. Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama took the Chair.) 

(At 4.34 p.m.  Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on a future date.  
 

6. Trust Receipts (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  

 

7. Mortgage (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  
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 8. Finance Leasing (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  

 

9. Inland Trust Receipts (Amendment) Bill: Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  
 

10. Companies (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  

 

11. Registration of Documents (Amendment) Bill: Order  for  Second Reading 

read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Minister of Education moved,—That the debate be now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

debate to be resumed on future date.  
 

12. Order under the Strategic Development Act: The Minister  of Education on 

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order made by the 

Minister of Investment Promotion under Section 3(4) of the Strategic Development Act, 

No. 14 of 2008 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2360/36 of 28 th 

November 2023, which was presented on 23.01.2024, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 13. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act: The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home 

Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under 

Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, 

No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2366/19 of 11th January 2024, which 

were presented on 08.02.2024, be approved. 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

14. Adjournment : The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourned. 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 4.51 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy 

Speaker  until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, February 21, 2024.  

 

 

 

 


