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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing
presented the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies under Section 22 of the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of 2017 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2363/26 of 20™ December 2023 and moved
that the Order be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

Ordered that, the said Papers do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Minister of Education presented the —
(1) Annual Report of the State Printing Corporation for the year 2021; and

(il)) Annual Report of the University of Peradeniya for the year 2022.

And moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Education.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Coconut Development Authority for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be
referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the National Dangerous Drugs Control Board for the year 2022 and moved that the
Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable
Government.

Question put, and agreed to.

2. Presentation of Committee Reports: (1) The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, Chair of
the Legislative Standing Committee and the Deputy Speaker and the Chair of
Committees presented the Reports and the Minutes of the Legislative Standing
Committee on the Bills titled, “Sri Balabhivurdhi Wardana Samithiya (Incorporation)”,
“Samadhi Community Development Foundation (Incorporation)” and ‘“Dassana
Bauddha Sanvidhanaya (Incorporation)”.

Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be considered on Friday,
12" January 2024.

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :

Hon. D. B. Herath presented a petition dated 14.09.2023 from
Mrs. H. D Ranjani Wimalasuriya of No. 174, Samadhi Mawatha, Wedagedara
Uyana, Kurunegala.

The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.
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4. Value Added Tax (Amendment): The Minister of Education on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies moved,— Bill to
amend the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Friday, January 26" 2024, be
printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

5. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to
5.30 p.m.. At 10.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At
5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put.

Question out and agreed to.

6. Adjournment (Prevention of Rise in Cost of Living, Youth Unemployment,
Poverty and Malnutrition):The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That
this Parliament do now adjourned.

Question proposed and, debated.

The Minister of Trade and Commerce moved,— That Hon. Mrs. Rohini Kumari
Wijerathne do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 10.48 a.m. Hon. Mrs. Rohini Kumari Wijerathne took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Finance moved,— That Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe do
take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 11.49 a.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Finance moved,— That Hon. Velu Kumar do take the Chair.
Question put and agreed to.

(At 1.14 p.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.)

Hon. Asanka Nawarathne, seconded by Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga moved,—
That Hon. K.P.S.Kumarasiri do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 2.35 p.m. Hon. K.P.S.Kumarasiri took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Mass Media moved,— That Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake do
take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 3.28 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)
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The Non Cabinet Minister of State Plantation Enterprises Reforms and State
Minister of Finance moved,— That Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law do
take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 4.42 p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without
Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, January12™ 2024.



