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MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Monday, November 20, 2023 at 9.30 a.m.
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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcement by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“A motion may be moved to refer the question of privilege raised by the
Hon. Rohitha Abegunawardhana, M.P. in Parliament on 19" July 2023 to the
Committee on Ethics and Privileges.”
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2. Presentation of Reports from Committees : The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva
presented the Report of the Committee on Public Finance on the Appropriation Bill for
the Financial Year 2024 in terms of the Standing Order 121(5) (i) of Parliament (on the
fiscal, financial and economic assumptions used as the basis in arriving at total
estimated expenditure and revenue of the Budget) only in Sinhala and English
languages with special leave of the House and stated that the Tamil language copy will
be presented as soon as possible.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna presented a petition dated 10.09.2023
from Mr. E.M.R. Sarath Ekanayake of Akkara 100 Watta, Hawena Thenna,
Panliyadda.
The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

4. Business of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That 22" Wednesday, 23™ Thursday, 24™ Friday, 25" Saturday, 27" Monday,
28™ Tuesday, 29" Wednesday, 30" Thursday, November 2023 and 01°* Friday,
02™ Saturday, 04™ Monday, 05" Tuesday, 06™ Wednesday, 07" Thursday, 08" Friday,
09" Saturday, 11"™ Monday, 12™ Tuesday, 13"™ Wednesday, December 2023 be allotted
days for the consideration of the “Appropriation” Bill (2024).

Question put, and agreed to.

5. Sittings of the Parliament (No.1): The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 75(2) of the
Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on allotted days for consideration of
the “Appropriation” Bill (2024) from 22" Wednesday, 23" Thursday, 25" Saturday,
27™ Monday to 30™ Thursday, November 2023 and 02" Saturday, 04™ Monday to
07" Thursday, 09" Saturday, 11™ Monday and 12" Tuesday, December 2023 shall be
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 6.00 p.m. paragraph (5) and (6)
of the Standing Order 8 of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the Parliament without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Sittings of the Parliament (No.2): The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 75(2) of the
Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on allotted days for consideration of
the “Appropriation” Bill (2024) on 24th Friday, November, 01* and 08" Fridays,
December, 2023 shall be 9.30 am. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m..
At 6.00 p.m. paragraph (5) and (6) of the Standing Order 8 of the Parliament shall
operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.
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7. Sittings of the Parliament (No.3): The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 75(2) of the
Parliament, the hours of the sitting of Parliament on Wednesday, 13" December, 2023
allotted for consideration of the “Appropriation” Bill (2024) shall be 9.30 a.m. to
12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.. At 6.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Appropriation Bill—(Sixth Allotted Day) : Order read for resuming
adjourned debate on question (13" November 2023),—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question again proposed, and debate resumed.

(At 11.29 a.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Ports and Aviation moved,—That Hon. Mayantha
Dissanayake took the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.05 p.m. the Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)

The Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food Security moved,— That
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene took the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 2.13 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Health moved,— That Hon. Gamini Waleboda took the Chair.
Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.38 p.m. the Hon. Gamini Waleboda took the Chair.)

Hon. Samanpriya Herath, seconded by Hon. (Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe moved,— That
Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 5.12 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

The Minister of Education moved,— That the debate be now adjourned.
Question put, and agreed to.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, November 21, 2023.
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9. Adjournment (Enactment of Draft National Evaluation Bill) : The Leader of

the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question proposed and, debated.

Question put, and agreed to; at 6.21 p.m. Parliament adjourned by the Presiding
Member until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 2023 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament on 09™ November, 2023.



