(Ninth Parliament - Fourth Session)

No. 70.]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Wednesday, November 08, 2023 at 9.30 a.m.
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Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law
Hon. H. M. M. Harees

Hon. Abdul Haleem

Hon. (Prof.) Charitha Herath

Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Samanpriya Herath

Hon. Marjan Faleel

Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie

Mr. .Chaminda Kularathne, Acting Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

1. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Deputy Speaker presented the Annual
Report of the Auditor General for the year 2022, in terms of Article 154(6) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Reports
of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka for the years 2020 and 2021
and moved that the Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
National Economic and Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

2. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) The Hon. W. D. J.
Seneviratne, Attorney at Law, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Justice
and Law-Adiding Society presented the Report of the Committee on—

(i) Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill;
(i1) Contempt of a Court, Tribunal, or Institution Bill; and
(iii) Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill

which were referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on National Security presnted the Report of the Committee on —
(1) Performance Report of the Ministry of Defence for the year 2022;

(i1) Annual Report of the Defence Services Command and Staff College for the
year 2021,
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(ii1) Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Air Force for the year 2022;
(iv) Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Navy for the year 2022;
(v) Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Army for the year 2022;

(vi) Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Coast Guard for the year 2022;
and

(vil) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Civil Security for the year
2022
which were referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance
presented the Report of the Committee on —

(i) Regulations under the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act,
No.11 0f2021; and

(i) Resolution on the supplementary estimate to allocate additional allocations
to restructure the balance sheet items of Sri Lankan Airlines and Ceylon
Electricity Board

which were referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

3. Presentation of Public Petition :

(1) Hon. Premalal Jayasekara presented a petition dated 31.08.2023 from
Mr. K. H. Dinesh of No. 334/B/01, 05" Post, Panamure.

(2) Hon. Waruna Liyanage presented a petition dated 06.08.2023 from
Mr. J. M. B. Jayasundara of No. 238/1, Batakalegama, Karawdeniya
Watta Mudduwa, Rathnapura.

(3) Hon. K. P. S. Kumarasiri presented a petition dated 13.09.2023 from
Mr. C. M. H. B Gunathilaka of 'Sameera’, Dunupathagama,
Nochchiyagama.

(4) Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated
25.08.2023 from Mr. Y. P. Jayarathna of Thalapathgedara Watta,
Wegiriya, Hondiyadeniya.
The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

4. Mediation Board (Amendment) : The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs
and Constitutional Reforms presented,— Bill to amend the Mediation Board Act,
No. 72 of 1988.
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The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, November 22, 2023,
be printed and be referred to the Sectoral Committee on Just and Law-Abiding Society.

5. Privileges (No.1) : Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney at Law, seconded by
Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka moved,— That the question of privilege arising out of the
matter raised by the Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, M.P. on 03™ October, 2023 in
Parliament to the effect that his privileges have been infringed, be referred to the
Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of
the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Privileges (No.2) : Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney at Law, seconded by
Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka moved,— That the question of privilege arising out of the
matter raised by the Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law, M.P. on 06"
October, 2023 in Parliament to the effect that his privileges have been infringed, be
referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the provisions of
Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

Clause 1 to 22 were agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read the third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed.

8. Anti-Corruption (Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

Clause 1 to 3 were agreed to.

Schedule
Question that the Schedule stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Bill reported without Amendments.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read the third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed.

Suspension of Sittings
At 1.20 p.m.
The Sitting was then suspended until 2.03 p.m.
At 2.03 p.m.
The Sitting was resumed. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.
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9. Contempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institution Bill—Order for Second
Reading read.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read a second time.

(At 2.08 p.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,—That Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.08 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath at Law took the Chair.)

The Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,—That Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe do
take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 4.43 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That
the debate be now adjourned.

Question put, and agreed to.

And the debate stood adjourned: debate to be resumed on future date.

10. Adjournment (Establishment of City Beautification Units in Local
Government Authorities) : The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned.

Question proposed, and debated.

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without
Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, November 09, 2023.



