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Mr. Chaminda Kularathne, Acting Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General  

 
Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

1. Messages from the President : The Deputy Speaker  read the following 

message received from the President:— 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Deputy Speaker  made the following 

announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received the decision of the 

Supreme Court regarding the petitions filled before Supreme Court pertaining to the 

‘Anti-Terrorism’ Bill.   

The Supreme Court has communicated that, since the ‘Anti-Terrorism’ bill has not 

been placed on the Order Paper of the Parliament on 03rd October 2023, the Supreme 

Court does not have the Jurisdiction to determine the Constitutionality of the said Bill in 

terms of Article 121(3) of the Constitution and accordingly, proceedings in all ten 

petitions have been terminated. 

I order that the decision of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of 

today’s proceedings.” 

II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received the decision of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Value Added Tax (Amendment)’ which was 

challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court has communicated that the petition on the above Bill has been 

dismissed as the petitioner has made an application to withdraw the petition on the Bill. 

I order that the decision of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of 

today’s proceedings.” 

III 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received the Determination 

of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Online Safety’ which was challenged 

in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The determination of the Supreme Court as to the constitutionality of the Bill 

concludes as follows:—  

If Clauses 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 

29, 30, 31, 32, 36, 37, 42, 45, 53 and 56 are required to be passed in Parliament by a 

special majority as required by Article 84(2) of the Constitution.  

However, if Clauses 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 

26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 36, 37, 42, 45, 53 and 56 are amended at the Committee Stage 

of the Bill in Parliament, subject to the determinations made in respect of several 

Clauses referred to above, this Bill may be passed in Parliament with the simple 

majority.”  

Subject to the above, the Supreme Court is of the opinion that, none of the 

provisions in the Bill are inconsistent with the Constitution. Therefore, the Bill can be 

passed by a simple majority in Parliament, subject to the amendments stated in the 

Determination.  

 



        ( 9 ) M. No. 69 

 I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House. 

IV 

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the Hon. Speaker has endorsed the 

certificate on the Bills titled ‘Balapitiya Sri Rahularama Purana Viharastha Samanera 

Akalpa Sangwardena Bikshu Vidyalaya (Incorporation)’ and ‘Conferring the Honour of 

Senior Instructing Attorneys - at- Law’ on 01st November 2023.” 
 

V 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received copies of three 

petitions filed at the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect 

of the Bill titled ‘National Hydrographic’.” 

VI 

“A motion may be moved to refer the question of privilege raised by the                      

Hon. Imthiaz Bakeer Markar, M.P. in Parliament on 03rd October 2023 to the 

Committee on Ethics and Privileges.” 

VII 

“A motion may be moved to refer the question of privilege raised by the                     

Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law, M.P. in Parliament on 06th October 

2023 to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges.” 
 

VIII 
 

“I wish to inform that, the Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney at law and the 

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola, have also been nominated to serve in the 

Committee of Parliament appointed by the Hon. Speaker to look into the incident that 

took place on 20th October 2023 in the Parliamentary premises.” 
 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Deputy Speaker  presented the— 
 

(i) Ninth Installment – Part XVIII of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2015;  

(ii) Second Installment – Part LII of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2019;  

(iii) Second Installment – Part XLIII and Ninth Installment – Part XXXIII of the 

Report of the Auditor–General for the Financial Year 2021; and 

(iv) Second Installment – Parts XX, XXI and XXII, Third Installment – Parts XI 

and XII and Ninth Installment – Parts IX and X of the Report of the Auditor–

General for the Financial Year 2022 

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 
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 (2) The Deputy Speaker presented the First Installment – Parts XXI, XXII, XXIII, 

XXIV and XV, Fourth Installment – Parts VII and VIII, Fifth Installment – Parts VI and 

VII and Sixth Installment – Parts VI, VII and VIII of the Report of the Auditor–General 

for the Financial Year 2022 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

 

(3) The Deputy Speaker presented the— 

(i) Eighth Installment – Part III of the Report of the Auditor-General on 

Performance Audit on Management of Overcrowding in Prisons; and  

(ii) Tenth Installment – Part IV of the Special Audit Report of the Auditor-

General on the Admission of Students to Intermediate Grades in National 

Schools during the Period from 01st January 2020 to 31st May 2022. 
 

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that, the said Reports do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

 

(4)  The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under 

Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, 

No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6 and 14 of the aforesaid 

Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2353/16 of 09th October 2023 and 

moved that those Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(5) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Note on 

Supplementary Allocations from the Supplementary Support Services and Contingent 

Liabilities Project appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of 

National Budget for the period from 01.09.2023 to 30.09.2023 under Section 6(1) of the 

Appropriation Act, No. 43 of 2022. 

 

Ordered that, the said papers do lie upon the Table.  

 

(6) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Annual Report 

and Accounts of the University of Jaffna for the year 2021 and moved that the Report 

be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(7) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Annual 

Performance Report of the Department of Buildings for the year 2022 and moved that 

this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and 

Physical Plans.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (8) The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation presented  the— 

(i) Annual Report of the Jaya Container Terminals Limited for the year 2022; 

and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority for the year 2022.  

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Energy & Transport. 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(9) The Minister of Environment presented the Annual Report of the Central 

Environmental Authority for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Natural Resources & Sustainable 

Development.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(10) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Annual Report 

of the National Food Promotion Board for the year 2020 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & Agriculture.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(11) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Order made by 

the Minister of Plantation Industries under Sections 13(1)(a) and 13(1)(b) of the Sri 

Lanka Tea Board law, No. 14 of 1975, relating to CESS Levy and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2339/07 of 04th July 2023 and moved that the Order be 

referred to the relevant Ministerial Consultative Committee.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(12) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Sri Lanka Tourism Development 

Authority of the Ministry of Tourism and Lands in the report of the Committee on 

Public Enterprises which was presented to Parliament and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Committee on Public Enterprises. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(13) The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs  presented the 

Performance Report of the Department of Cultural Affairs for the year 2022 and moved 

that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Media, Youth, 

Heritage and New Citizen.  

Question put,and agreed to. 
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 (14) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented  the Report on the 

submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign 

Employment of the Ministry of Labour and Foreign Employment in the report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(15) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Department of Labour for the year 2022 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment & 

Labour. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(16) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 124(6) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Public Security in 

the report of the Committee on Ways and Means which was presented to Parliament and 

moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(17) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report 

of the Central Engineering Consultancy Bureau for the year 2021 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & 

Agriculture.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

4. Presentation of Reports under S.O. 52(6) : The Minister  of Buddhasasana, 

Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the Report under Standing Order 52(6) of the 

Parliament on the Bill titled “Dedigama Sri Maithri Pragnartha Bouddha Educational 

Daham Sabhawa (Incorporation)”  

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, November 08, 2023. 
 

5. Presentation of Public Petition:  

(1) Hon. Vijitha Herath presented—  

(i) A petition dated 02.08.2023 from Mr. C.W Liyanage of No. 217/2, 
Sithumina Mawatha, Borella Road, Godagama, Homagama ;  

(ii) A petition dated 05.09.2023 from Mrs. S.M Bandara of No. 265, Kirula 
Road, Narahenpita, Colombo 05. ; and  

(iii) A petition dated 29.05.2023 from Mr. Sisira Kumara Jayawardana of 
No17/25, Thalpitiya South, Wadduwa.  

The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 6. The Recognition and Enforcement of International Settlement Agreements 

Resulting from Mediation: The Minister  of Urban Development and Housing on 

behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms               

presented,— Bill to give effect to the United Nations Convention on International 

Settlement Agreements resulting from Mediation known as the Singapore Convention 

on Mediation; to make provisions for the Recognition and Enforcement of International 

Settlement Agreements; and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental 

thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, November 21, 2023, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law-Abiding 

Society. 

 

7. Dassana Bauddha Sanvidhanaya (Incorporation) Bill : Order  for  Second 

Reading read. 
 

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That the Bill be now 

read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time and referred by the Deputy Speaker to the 

Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order 53(3) of the Parliament 

 

8. Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Amendment) Bill— Order for Second 

Reading read. 

The Minister of Fisheries moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

(At 1.00 p.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of  Fisheries moved,—That Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.09 p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof at Law took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Irrigation moved,—That Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama do take 

the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.23 p.m. Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama at Law took the Chair.) 

 

(At 4.39 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 
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 The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries moved,— That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the 

whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 2  

The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries proposed an amendment to leave out lines 24 and 25  in page 1 

and substitute the following:— 

“Provided however, any such person shall not be deemed to be   

  guilty of ”  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries proposed another amendment to leave out line 1 in page 2 and 

substitute the following:— 

“of such person and that he exercised all due”  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 

The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries  proposed an amendment to leave out lines 20 and 21  in page 

2 and substitute the following:— 

 

“Provided however, any such person shall not be deemed to be     

  guilty of”    

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries  proposed another amendment to leave out line 24 in page 2 

and substitute the following:— 

  

 “of such person and that he exercised all due”   
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 4 to 6 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 7 

The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries  proposed an amendment to leave out lines 22 to 35 (both 

inclusive) in page 5 and substitute the following:— 

 

““Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Operations     

    mean - 

      With regard to Illegal Fishing, Fishing Operations conducted     

      by- 

(a) local or foreign fishing boats in Sri Lanka Waters in contravention of 

any law or any regulation made under this Act; 

(b) any local fishing boat in the High Seas in contravention of any laws 

or any regulation made under this Act, including any regulation made 

to implement conservation and management measures adopted by the 

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or other Fisheries Management 

Organization to which Sri Lanka is a party; 

(c) any local fishing boat in waters under the jurisdiction of another 

State, without the permission of such State; 

(d) any fishing boat flying the flag of any foreign State, which is a party 

to the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or another Regional Fisheries 

Management Organization to which Sri Lanka is also a party, in Sri 

Lanka Waters, operating in contravention of regulations made under 

this Act implementing- 

(i) the conservation and management measures adopted by 
 the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or such other 
 Regional Fisheries Management Organization, or  

(ii) the relevant provisions of any international agreement or 

 obligations undertaken by Sri Lanka, 

 

as the case may be; 
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  with regard to Unreported Fishing, Fishing Operations - 
 

 which have not been reported, or have been misreported to the 

Director-General in contravention of the prescribed reporting 

procedures under this Act or any regulation made hereunder, 

including any regulation that may be made by the Minister under this 

Act implementing any reporting procedures of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission or any other Regional Fisheries Management 

Organization to which Sri Lanka is a party or the relevant provisions 

of any international agreement or obligations undertaken by Sri 

Lanka, in the area of competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission or any other Regional Fisheries Management 

Organization or such other area, as the case may be; 

  

 with regard to Unregulated Fishing, Fishing Operations — 

(a) in the area of competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission or 

any other Regional Fisheries Management Organization to which Sri 

Lanka is a party conducted by a fishing boat without nationality or 

flying the flag of a State that is not a party to Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission or such other Regional Fisheries Management 

Organization, in a manner that is not consistent with or contravenes 

the conservation and management measures of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission or such other Regional Fisheries Management 

Organization, implemented by any regulation made under this Act; 

 

(b) in areas or for fish stocks in relation to which there are no applicable 

conservation or management measures and where such fishing 

activities are conducted in a manner inconsistent with the 

responsibilities of Sri Lanka for the conservation of living marine 

resources under international law to the extent set out in any 

regulation made under this Act;”  

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

 

The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries  proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 10  (both 

inclusive) in page 6.    

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 8 was agreed to. 
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 Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

The  Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media on behalf of 

the Minister of Fisheries  moved,—  That the Bill, as amended be now read the third 

time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

9. Adjournment:  The Minister  of Transpor t and Highways and Minister  of 

Mass Media moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned. 
 

Question put and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.19 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy 

Speaker until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 08, 2023. 

 

 


