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Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Jayarathna Herath

Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie

Hon. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Chaminda Kularathne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary General of
Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Messages from the President : The Speaker

' read the following message
received from the President:—

3 o Sundes
Boviiend FemBLS
President of Sri Lanka

My No. PS/CSA/00/4/4/2
October \%, 2023

Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana
Speaker
Parliament of Sri Lanka

Hon. Speaker,

The Navy Act (Chapter 358)

By virtue of the power vested in me by Section 21 of the Navy Act (Chapter 358), having
considered necessary in the national interest, an order has been issued to the members of
the Sri Lanka Navy Specialized in Hydrography and Nautical Cartography to perform
such hydrographic activities as non-naval duties provided for in the Merchant Shipping
(Safety of Navigation) Regulations, No. 06 of 2021 made under Section 321 of the
Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Extraordinary Gazette No.
2261/54 of January 06, 2022, and in paragraph (ee) of Section 4 of the National Aquatic
Resources Rescarch and Development Agency Act, No. 54 of 1981.

Accordingly, it is hereby informed Parliament regarding same, in terms of Section 21 of
the aforesaid Act.

Yours sincerely,

L LR

Ranil Wickremesinghe
President

B @otd SeHedEn @il smia
Bevkienss Fenprus Gsraeiss GQuys
Demecratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
announcements:—

I

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of nine petitions submitted
to the Supreme Court regarding the Bill titled ‘Anti-Terrorism', in terms of the
Article 121(1) of the Constitution and although the Bill had been included in the
Order Paper issued on 03.10.2023, was not presented to Parliament on that date, for
the First Reading as per Standing Order 50 (1) of the Parliament either.”

II

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the certificate on
the Bills titled ‘Civil Procedure Code (Amendment), Elections (Special Provisions),
National Eye Bank Trust of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Ports Authority (Amendment) and
Civil Aviation (Amendment)’ on 17" October 2023.”

I1I

“I wish to inform Parliament that in addition to the copies of thirty four petitions
that 1 have announced on 04" 06" and 17" October 2023, I have received the
copies of eleven more petitions filed at the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of
the Constitution in respect of the Bill titled ‘Online Safety’.”

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) The Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, the
Deputy Speaker, the Chair of the Legislative Standing Committee presented the Report
of the Legislative Standing Committee on the Bill entitled, “Local Authorities Elections
(Amendments)” together with the Minutes of proceedings.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be considered on Thursday,
19" October 2022.

(2) The Hon. (Dr.) WIjeyadasa Rajapakse, PC the Chair of the Ministerial
Consultative Committee on Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms
presented the Report the of the said Committee on —

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms under Section 61 read with Section 45(1A) of the
Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2339/06 of 04™ July 2023; and

(ii)) Regulations made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and
Constitutional Reforms under Section 61 read with Section 45(1A) of the
Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2347/10 of 29™ August 2023

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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(3) The Hon. W.D.J. Seneviratne, Attorney at Law, the Chair of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Just anf Law-Abiding Society presented the Report of the
above Committee on Conferring the Honour of Senior Instructing Attorneys-at — Laws
Bill which was referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(4) The Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee
on Media, Youth, Heritage & New Citizen presented the Report of the said Committee
on—

(i) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Foundation for the year 2021;

(ii)) Annual Report of Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Limited for the year
2021;

(iii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation for the year
2020; and

(iv) Annual Performance Reports of the Department of Government
Information for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :
(1) Hon. Nipuna Ranawaka presented —

(1) a petition dated 04.07.2023 from Mrs. A. L. D. S. Damayanthi of
No. 515/1, Shrimalika, Kadawedduwa, Yatiyana;

(i1) a petition dated 05.06.2023 from Mr. K. P. T. C. Pushpakumara of
Katapodigeruppa, Medaviyangoda, Yatiyana, Matara; and

(iii) a petition dated 30.03.2023 from Mr. T. K. Manjula Pradeep Kumara
of Panikkalagewatta, Thalpavila, Kekanadura.

(2) Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya presented a petition dated 20.06.2023
from Mr. R. M. H. Bandara of Bosevana, Bogahamadiththa, Hali-ela.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That Hon. Madhura
Withanage, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 10.42 a.m. Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

5. Motions for Leave of Absence : Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Attorney at Law,
seconded by Hon. Sajith Premadasa moved,— The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan,
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Member of Parliament for Trincomalee Electoral district be granted leave under the
Article 66(f) of the Constitution to be absent from the sittings of Parliament for a period
of three months from October 17“’, 2023.

Question put and agreed to.

6. Finance: The Minister of Urban Development and Housing on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies presented,—
Bill to amend the Finance Act, No. 35 of 2018 and the Finance Act, No. 12 of 2012; to
provide for the exemption of certain persons from the application of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969; and for matters connected therewith or incidental
thereto.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, November 07™, 2023, be
printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

7. Conferring the Honour of Senior Instructing Attorneys-at-Law Bill:
Second Reading.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That
the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)
The Presiding Member took the Chair.

Clause 1 was agreed to.

Clause 2

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an
amendment to leave out line 7 in page 1 and substitute the following:—

“the subject of justice, and having regard to the guidelines made by the
Minister assigned the subject of justice under section 3 confer the
honour of Senior Instructing”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
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The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed
another amendment to leave out line 12 in page 1 and substitute the following:—

“Attorney for a period not less than twenty-five years”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed
another amendment to insert the following immediately after the line 4 in page 2 :—

“(3) An Attorney-at-Law to whom a certificate has been handed over
under subsection (2), may use the post-nominal title “SIA”.”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 3 and 4 were agreed to.

New Clause

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an
amendment to insert the following immediately after the line 4 in page 2 :—

“Minister to 3. (1) The Minister assigned the subject of justice
make shall, from time to time, make guidelines relating to
guidelines the conferment of the honour of Senior Instructing

Attorneys-at— Law for the purposes of this Act.

(2) The guidelines made by the Minister under
subsection (1) shall be published in the Gazette and
shall come into operation on the date of such
publication or on such later date as may be specified
therein.

(3) The guidelines made under this section shall
within three months of its publication in the Gazette
be brought before Parliament for approval.”.

Question that the Clause be read a second time, put and agreed to.

Question that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Bill reported with Amendments.

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the
Bill, as amended, be now read the third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed.
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8. Regulations under the Judicature Act (No.1) : The Minister of Justice,
Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Section 61 read
with Section 45(1A) of the Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2339/06 of 04" July 2023, which were presented on 05.09.2023, be
approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Regulations under the Judicature Act (No. 2) : The Minister of Justice,
Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under Section 61 read
with Section 45(1A) of the Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2347/10 of 29™ August 2023, which were presented on 21.09.2023,
be approved.

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That
Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.

(At 1.57 p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair.)
Question put and agreed to.

(At 3.02 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)
took the Chair.)

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake do take the Chair.

Question put and agreed to.
(At 3.02 a.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

10. Adjournment (Limiting of BL-2 Exam of Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Sri Lanka to English Medium) : The Minister of the Urban
Development and Housing moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned.

Question proposed and, debated.

Question put and agreed to; Parliament was at 4.31 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding
Member until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, October 19“’, 2023.



