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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The  Deputy Speaker  made the following 

Announcement:— 
 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received copies of two 

petitions filed at the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect 

of the Bill titled ‘Online Safety’.” 

 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Deputy Speaker  tabled the Budget 

Estimate of the National Audit Office for the year 2024 prepared by the National Audit 

Office along with the observations of the Minister assigned the subject of Finance in 

terms of Section 34 of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018. 

The Leader of the House of Parliament moved that the Budget Estimate be referred 

to the Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(2) The Deputy Speaker  presented the First Installment – Parts XV, XVI, XVII, 

XVIII, XIX and XX, Fourth Installment – Parts III, IV, V and VI, Fifth Installment – 

Parts IV and V and Sixth Installment – Parts III, IV and V of the Report of the Auditor–

General for the Financial Year 2022 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

(3) The Deputy Speaker  presented the Tenth Installment – Part III of the Special 

Audit Report of the Auditor-General on Fraudulent Entry of Chassis Numbers and 

Engine Numbers of Illegally Imported or Assembled Vehicles into the Motor vehicle 

Registration Data System and Issuance of False Motor vehicle Registration Certificates 

- 2022 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 
 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : The Hon. Madhura Withanage, 

Attorney at Law, Member of the Committee, on behalf of the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de 

Silva, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report on the  

Orders under the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 which were referred to 

the said Committee.   

Ordered that, the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions: 

 Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne presented a petition dated 16.06.2023 from                       

 Mr. W.  Raj Mendis Abeysekara of No. 10/A, Dambahena Road, 

 Maharagama.  
 

 The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 5. National Eye Bank Trust of Sri Lanka Bill : Order  for  Second                     

Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Health moved,—  That the Bill be now 

read a second time. 
 

(At 12.35 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)    

 

The  Minister of Plantation Industries and Industries moved,—That  Hon. S. M. M. 

Muszhaaraff, Attorney at Law  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(At 2.12 p.m. Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff, Attorney at Law  took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,—That  Hon. Madhura Withanage, 

Attorney at Law  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(At 3.38 p.m. Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law took the Chair.) 
 

(At 4.46 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)    
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health  moved,— That the 

Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were  agreed to. 

 

Clause  3  

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 27 in  page 2 and substitute the following:— 

  “as may be prescribed: 

   Provided however, in providing corneal and other tissues in 

   terms of this paragraph priority shall be given, in all instances, to 

     requests made by Government hospitals and Sri Lankan citizens.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
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 Clause  4  

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 7 to 9  (both inclusive) in page 3 and substitute the 

following:— 

 “ (i) the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister assigned the subject  

  of Health who shall serve as the Chairman (hereinafter referred to as  

  “the Chairman”) of the Board; 

  (ii) the Director-General of Health Services;”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 5 to 7 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 8 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 3 and 4  in page 6 and substitute the following:— 
 

 “Chairman from any meeting, the Director-General of Health Services 

  shall preside such meeting.”;  
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 9 and 10 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 11 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 8 in page 8 and substitute the following:— 

 “prepared by the Board in consultation with the Ministry of Health in 

   line with the”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed another  

amendment to leave out line 6 in page 9 and substitute the following:— 

 “(r) to accept and receive, grants gifts, donations and”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed another  

amendment to leave out lines 19 and 20  in page 9 and substitute the following:— 

 “(t) generally, to do such other acts and things as are authorized by 

   this Act to facilitate the proper”; 
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 Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses  12  to 17  were agreed to. 

 

Clause 18 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 4 to 6 (both inclusive) in page 12 and substitute the 

following:— 

 “of its assets and liabilities. The audited accounts of the Trust for the 

 year along with the Auditor-General’s report shall also be attached to 

 such report.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed another 

amendment to leave out lines 9 and 10 in page 12 and substitute the following:— 

  “the document specified in subsection (1) in Parliament for its           

                    consideration.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Clauses  19  to 26  were agreed to. 

 

Clause 27 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 10 page in 16 and substitute the following:— 

 “surgery;”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 13 in page 16 and substitute the following:— 

 “other countries; and 

   (f) matters relating to the electronic submission of requests for 

   corneal and other tissues.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 28 and 29 were agreed to. 
 

Clause 30  

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 7 in page 18 and substitute the following:— 

  “of commencement of this Act.”; 
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     (4) Any request for corneal and other tissues made on or 

 after the date of commencement of this Act but prior to the date of 

 operation of any regulation made under this Act in respect of electronic 

 submission of requests for corneal and other tissues, shall be deemed, 

 for the purposes of this Act, to be validly made under this Act and may 

 be addressed accordingly.”. 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health  moved,—  That the 

Bill as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

6. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.1): The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government,—  That the Resolution under Section 10 of 

the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import Duties, which was presented 

on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2336/72 of 16th June 2023)  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

7. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.2) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the 

Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import 

Duties, which was presented on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2338/54 of 30th June 2023)  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.3) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the 

Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import 

Duties, which was presented on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2341/64 of 21st July 2023)  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 9. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.1) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—  That the Order 

made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under 

Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to 

Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2332/14 of 

17th May 2023, which was presented on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.2) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—That the Order 

made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under 

Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to 

Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2332/53 of 

20th May 2023, which was presented on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

11. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.3): The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order 

made by the Acting Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies 

under Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to 

Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2337/16 of 

22nd June 2023, which was presented on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

12. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.4) : The Minister of 

Education on behalf of the  Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home 

Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order made by the 

Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 2 of the 

Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2340/45 of 13th July 2023, which was presented 

on 19.09.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

13. Determination under the Constitution : The Minister  of Education on 

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— Whereas the Auditor-General is 

appointed by the President subject to the approval of the Constitutional Council, in 

terms of Article 153 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka;  
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 And whereas the salary of the Auditor-General is determined by the Parliament in 

terms of Article 153(2) of the Constitution, and it shall be charged on the Consolidated 

Fund;   

And whereas the Cabinet Memorandum dated 28th August 2023 presented by               

the President, was considered at the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers held on            

04th  September 2023, and the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted to 

pay pensionable allowances to the Auditor-General as follows:—    

(a) to pay a pensionable monthly allowance of Rs. 25,000.00 to the  Auditor-

General from 01.07.2019 to 31.12.2022; and 

(b) to increase the above mentioned allowance of Rs. 25,000.00 up to a pensionable 

allowance of Rs. 50,000.00 with effect from 01.01.2023.   
 

Accordingly, that this Parliament determines to pay the aforesaid pensionable 

allowances to the Auditor-General, to be charged to the Consolidated Fund, in terms of 

Article 153(2) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.   

Question put, and agreed to 

 

14. Adjournment: The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourned. 
 

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Deputy Speaker without 

Question put. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, October 05, 2023. 

 

 


