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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

1. Messages from the President : The Deputy Speaker  read the following 

message received from the President:— 
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Education presented the 

Annual Reports of the Welfare Benefits Board for the years 2020 and 2021 and moved  

that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National 

Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Education presented the — 

(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2(1) of the Finance Act, No. 25 of 2003 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2329/19 of 25th April 2023; 

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2(1) of the Finance Act, No. 25 of 2003 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2342/24 of 25th July 2023; 

(iii) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 51 read with Section 19 of the Finance 

Act, No. 35 of 2018 relating to Luxury Tax on Motor Vehicles and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2334/24 of 31st May 2023; 

(iv) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 51 read with Section 19 of the Finance 

Act, No. 35 of 2018 relating to Luxury Tax on Motor Vehicles and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2340/42 of 13th July 2023; 

(v) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, 

No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2334/23 of 31st May 2023;  

(vi) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, 

No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2336/69 of 16th June 2023; 

(vii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, 

No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2338/58 of 30th June 2023; 

(viii) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Sections 2, 12, 22 and 25 read with Section 32 of 

the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) regarding Amendment of Regulations 

on Non Potable Spirits Imported into Sri Lanka and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2336/70 of 16th June 2023,  

 (Excise Notification No. 01/2023); 

(ix) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 22 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) as 

amended from time to time, regarding Excise Duty on Liquor and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2338/57 of 30th June 2023,

(Excise Notification No. 02/2023); 
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 (x) Order made by the Acting Minister of Investment Promotion with the 

concurrence of the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 14(2) of the Sri Lanka Export Development 

Act, No. 40 of 1979 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2341/63 of 21st July 2023; and 

(xi) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 

read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2347/08 of 29th August 2023.  

 and moved that those Orders, Notifications and Regulations be referred to the 

Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to.   

 

(3) The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented 

the Annual Performance Report of the Department of Debt Conciliation Board for the 

year 2022 and  moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on Just and Law – Abiding Society. 

Question put, and agreed to.   

 

 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) The Hon. (Dr .) Wijeyadasa 

Rajapakshe, PC, the Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prisons 

Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented the Report of the said Committee on — 

(i) Rules made by the incorporated Council of Legal Education with the 

concurrence of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional 

Reforms under Section 7 of the Incorporated Council of Legal Education 

Ordinance (Chapter 276) and published in the Gazette Extraordinary        

No. 2332/02 of 15th May 2023; 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms under Section 27 read with Section 4(2) of the 

Mediation (Special Categories of Disputes) Act, No. 21 of 2003 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2314/80 of 14th January 2023; 

and 

(iii) Order made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional 

Reforms under Section 29A (2) of the Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2328/16 of 21st April 2023  

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(2) Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva , the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance  

presented the Report of the said Committee on — 

(i) Resolutions under the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235); and 
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 (ii) Resolution for providing the pensionable allowance of Rs. 50,000.00 to the 

Auditor General  

which were referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report  do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions: 

 (1) Hon. Lalith Ellawala presented a petition dated 26.06.2023 from            

  Mrs. Nandani Seetha Rathnaweera of No 81, 3rd Step, Narthanagala, 

  Horana.  
 

 (2) Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka presented a petition dated 19.07.2023 from 

  Mr. Sinnayiya Suppayiya of Parawilawatta, Kumbukkana, Monaragala.  
 

The Petition stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Galaha Bhaddrawathie National Bhikkhu Care Centre Trust: The Minister  

of Education on behalf of the Minister of Health presented,— Bill to provide for the 

establishment of a trust called the Galaha Bhaddrawathie National Bhikkhu Care Centre 

Trust and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, October17th, 2023, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health. 

 

6. Online Safety: The Minister  of Public Secur ity presented,— Bill to establish 

the Online Safety Commission; to make provisions to prohibit online communication of 

certain statements of fact in Sri Lanka; to prevent the use of online accounts and 

inauthentic online accounts for prohibited purposes; to make provisions to identify and 

declare online locations used for prohibited purposes in Sri Lanka; to suppress the 

financing and other support of communication of false statements of fact and for matters 

connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, October17th, 2023, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security. 

 

7. Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill :  Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on Behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 

(At 11.33 a.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That  

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna  do take the Chair. 
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 Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.20 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna  took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,—That   Hon. U. K. 

Sumith Udukumbura do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.50 p.m. Hon. U. K. Sumith Udukumbura took the Chair.) 

 

 Hon. (Dr.) V. Radhakrishnan, seconded by Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen moved,—That        

Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.25 p.m. Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That         

Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.48  p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.) 

(At 4.45 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)    

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed  

amendment to leave out line 10 and 11 in page 1  and substitute the following :— 

 “  for a certified copy of the judgement or final decree of the action or both, 

 issue one certified copy ”. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 was agreed to. 
  

 Enacting Clause and Title 

 Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put and  agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the 

Bill as amended be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

8. Elections (Special Provisions) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 10 were agreed to. 

 

Schedules one to four were agreed to. 

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 
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 9. Regulations under the Mediation (Special Categories of Disputes) Act : The 

Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional  

Reforms under Section 27 read with Section 4(2) of the Mediation (Special Categories 

of Disputes) Act, No. 21 of 2003 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2314/80 of 14th January 2023, which were presented on 08.08.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10. Order under the Judicature Act : The Minister  of Justice, Pr isons Affair s 

and Constitutional Reforms,— That the Order made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons 

Affairs and Constitutional  Reforms under Section 29A(2) of the Judicature Act, No. 2 

of 1978 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2328/16 of 21st April 2023, 

which were presented on 08.08.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

11. Adjournment (Ensuring a Secure Future for Children): The Leader  of the 

House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned. 

Question proposed and debated.  

 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.41 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy 

Speaker without Question put; pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.  

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 04, 2023. 

 

 


