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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The  Speaker  made the following 
Announcement:— 

I wish to emphasize that it is the responsibility of all Honourable Members to 
safeguard the independence of the Honorable Court and Judges. 

Accordingly, I would like to draw the attention of Honorable Members to the 
Standing Order 83(1), that is, the personal conduct of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
or Court of Appeal shall not be raised except upon a  Substantive Motion. Accordingly, 
I hereby emphasize that all Honourable Members shall comply with the said Standing 
Order, and also I hereby wish to inform that such statements and related words made in 
violation of the said Standing Order will be expunged  from the Hansard Report." 
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Urban Development and 
Housing presented the  presented the Performance Report of the Department of 
Samurdhi Development for the year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the 
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 
Performance Report of the Rehabilitation of the Visually Handicapped Trust Fund for 
the year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 
Committee on An Open & Accountable Government. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the  Regulations 
made by the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms under 
Section 61 read with Section 45(1A) of the Judicature Act, No. 2 of 1978 and published 
in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2347/10 of 29th August 2023 and moved that those 
Regulations be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prisons 
Affairs and Constitutional Reforms. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the  Annual Report 
of the Coconut Research Institute for the year 2021 and moved  that the Report be 
referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Increasing Export of Goods & 
Services. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. (Dr .) V. 
Radhakrishnan, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education presented 
the said Committee on —   

 (i) Annual Report of the Arthur C. Clarke Institution for Modern Technologies 
  for the year 2021; 

 (ii) Annual Report of the Vocational Training Authority of Sri Lanka for the 
  year 2021; 

 (iii) Annual Report of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka for the year 2021; 

 (iv) Annual Report of the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka for the year 2021; 

 (v) Annual Reports of the Ocean University of Sri Lanka for the years 2020 and 
  2021; 

 (vi) Annual Report of the National Engineering Research and Development 
  Centre for the year 2020; 
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  (vii) Annual Performance Reports of the Ministry of Education (Volume I-
  General Education, Volume II-Higher Education and Volume III-Skills 
  Development, Vocational Education, Research and Innovation) for the year 
  2022; 

 (viii)Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of Management of the        
  University of Sri Jayewardenepura for the year 2021; 

 (ix) Annual Report of the Skills Development Fund Limited for the year 2020; 

 (x) Annual Report and Annual Financial Statements of the Institute of Human 
  Resources Advancement of the University of Colombo for the year 2021; 

 (xi) Annual Report of the National Apprentice and Industrial Training Authority 
  for the year 2021; and 

 (xii) Annual Reports of the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health 
  for the years 2020 and 2021 

which were referred to the said Committee.   

Ordered that the, said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(2) Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 
Media, Youth, Heritage & New Citizen  presented the Report of the said Committee    
on — 

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Mass Media for the year 
2022; 

(ii) Performance Report of Department of Posts for the year 2022; and 

(iii) Annual Performance Report of Department of Government Printing for the 
year 2022 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara presented a petition dated         
  03.08.2023 from Mr. G. M. Wijerathna of No 245, Henanigala North, 
  Nawamedagama. 

 (2) Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha presented a petition dated 08.08.2023 
  from Ms. J. C. K. Ramya of No. 226/C, Ruksewana, Deenapamunuwa, 
  Urapola.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 
Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) : The Minister  of Education on behalf 
of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented,— Bill 
to amend the Civil Procedure Code  (Chapter 101). 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Thursday, October 05, 2023, be 
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law-Abiding. 
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 6. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament     
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, 
the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and        
1.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 9.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate.                     
At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

7. Business of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament     
moved,— That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing on the 
Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 
of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Resolution under the Essential Public Services Act : The Minister  of 
Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home 
Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That this Parliament 
resolves that the Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 
2349/44 of 17th September 2023 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 
with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 
1979, which was presented on 20.09.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9. Adjournment (Ester Sunday attack and National Security at present) : The 
Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

(At 10.48 a.m. Deputy Speaker  took the Chair.) 
 

The State Minister of Higher Education moved,—That  Hon. Samanpriya Herath do 
take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 12.48 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.) 
 

Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, seconded by Hon. (Dr.) Thilak Rajapakshe moved,—That  
Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.49 p.m. Hon. Jagath Samarawickrama took the Chair.) 
 

 The  Minister of Agriculture  moved,—That  Hon. Velu Kumar do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.15 p.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.) 
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The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,—That    
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.35 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.) 
 

The State Minister of Primary Industries moved,—That Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka 
Amal do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 5.08 p.m. Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal took the Chair.) 
 

Debate to be resumed on Friday, September 22, 2023. 
 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned at 6.29 p.m. by the Presiding 
Member without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this day.  

Parliament  adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, September 22, 2023. 


