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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Kins Nelson, Member of Parliament has also been
nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Backbencher Committee, in
terms of the provisions of the Standing Order 129 (1) and (2) of Parliament and the
motion agreed to by Parliament on 10" February 2023.”

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker presented the—

(i)  Fourth Installment — Part XXV of the Report of the Auditor—General for the
Financial Year 2020;

(i1))  Fourth Installment — Part XXIV of the Report of the Auditor—General for
the Financial Year 2021; and

(iii) First Installment — Parts I, II and III of the Report of the Auditor—General
for the Financial Year 2022

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
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(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Rakna Arakshaka Lanka Ltd for the year 2019/2020 and moved that the Report
be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the —

(i) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Institute of Local Governance for the year
2019; and

(i) Performance Report of the Presidential Secretarial for the year 2022.
and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on

An Open & Accountable Government.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the —
(i) Performance Report of the Department of National Budget for the year
2022;
(il) Performance Report of the Department of Fiscal Policy for the year 2022;

(ii1) Annual Performance Report of the Inland Revenue Department for the year
2022; and
(iv) Final Budget Position Report — 2002 in terms of Section 13 of the Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) Act, No. 3 of 2003.
and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
National Economic and Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

(5) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Proclamation
made and Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2336/78 of 17" June 2023 and
Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested with the president in terms of Section
2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979.

Ordered that said paper do lie upon the Table.

(6) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Institute for Agro
-Technology and Rural Sciences of University of Colombo for the year 2021 and
moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education.

Question put, and agreed to.

(7) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Performance
Report of the Department of Ayurveda for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be
referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(8) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka for the year 2021 and moved that this Report
be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law — Abiding Society.

Question put, and agreed to.

(9) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau for the year 2020 and moved that this
Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and
Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

(10) The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries presented
the —
(i) Annual Reports of the National Paper Company Limited for the years
2012/2013, 2013/2014 and 2014/2015; and
(il) Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Industries for the year 2022.
and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
National Economic and Physical Plans.

Question put, and agreed to.

(11) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment for the year 2021 and moved that the
Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment &
Labour.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1)The Hon. Ajith Rajapaksa,
Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees presented the Second Report of the
Ministerial Consultative Committees for the First Session of the Ninth Parliament.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed.

(2) The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law, Member of the Committee
on behalf of the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance
presented the Report of the above Committee on the Parliamentary Budget Office Bill
which was referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Foreign Employment and Labour presented the Report of the said Committee on
Annual Report of the National Institute of Labour Studies for the year 2020 which was
referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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4. Presentation of Public Petitions :

(1) Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney at Law presented a petition
dated 02.04.2023 from Mr. Sarath Janaka Algewatta of Mudillagahawatta,
Pelena, Weligama.

(2) Hon. Udayana Kirindigoda presented —

(1) a petition dated 06.04.2023 from Mr. K. M. K. B. Kulathunga of
No. 302/3, Wewathenna Road, Ampitiya; and

(i1) a petition dated 06.04.2023 from Mr. Y. M. Chandrasekara Banda of
No. 122/2B, Poojagoda, Handessa.

(3) Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena presented a petition dated 20.03.2023 from
Mr. G. G. A. Indrajith of No. 85/9, Karthelis Jayasinghe Mawatha,
Kirimettawattha, Meegoda.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Select Committee of Parliament to Investigate Causes for Financial
Bankruptcy declared by the Government and to Report to Parliament and Submit
its Proposals and Recommendations in this regard: The Leader of the House of
Parliament moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 101 of the
Parliament and the Resolution adopted by Parliament on 19" January 2023, the Select
Committee of Parliament to Investigate Causes for Financial Bankruptcy declared by
the Government and to Report to Parliament and Submit its Proposals and
Recommendations in this regard shall consist of Fifteen (15) Members of Parliament to
be appointed by the Speaker.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Select Committee of Parliament to make suitable recommendations over the
expansion of higher education opportunities in Sri Lanka : The Leader of the
House of Parliament moved,— That the time period granted to the Select Committee of
Parliament to make suitable recommendations for the expansion of higher education
opportunities in Sri Lanka as specified in the Resolution adopted by Parliament on 04
April 2023 be extended up to 21* July 2023 in terms of Standing Order 102 of the
Parliament as the Committee needs further time to report its observations to Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Parliamentary Budget Office Bill: Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time.

(At 11.17 a.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)
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The State Minister of Finance moved,—That Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake do take
the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.15 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs moved,—That Hon. Premnath C.
Dolawatte, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.
Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.09 p.m. Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

(At 3.59 p.m. Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Education on behalf of Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization
and National Policies moved,— That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole
Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.

(In the Committee)

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

Clause 1 to 36 were agreed to.

Clause 37

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies proposed an amendment to leave out lines 29 and 30
(both inclusive) in page 22 and substitute the following:—

“Finance for the ensuing financial year in accordance with the
guidelines for the preparation of the budget within the time period as
specified in the Budget Call Circular issued by the Department of
National Budget of the General Treasury.”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies proposed another amendment to leave out lines 4
and 5 (both inclusive) in page 23 and substitute the following:—

“Officer and Parliament in accordance with the guidelines for the
preparation of the budget within the time period as specified in the
Budget Call Circular issued by the Department of National Budget
of the General Treasury.”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
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The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies proposed another amendment to leave out lines 8
and 9 (both inclusive) in page 23 and substitute the following:—

“subject of Finance to be included in to the budget in accordance
with the guidelines for the preparation of the budget within the time
period as specified in the Budget Call Circular issued by the
Department of National Budget of the General Treasury.”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 45 were agreed to.

Clauses 46

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies proposed an amendment to leave out lines 1 to 4
(both inclusive) in page 27 and substitute the following:—

“Committee on Public Finance” and “Committee on Ways and
Means” means the Committee on Public Finance and
Committee on Ways and Means appointed by Parliament in
terms of the Standing Orders;”.

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 47 was agreed.

Enacting Clause and Title

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Bill reported with Amendments.

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be now read
the third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed.

8. Balapitiya Sri Rahularama Purana Viharastha Samanera Akalpa
Sangwardena Bikshu Vidyalaya (Incorporation) Bill : Order for Second Reading
read.

Bill, as amended in the Legislative Standing Committee Considered.
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The Minister of Education moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time and referred by the Speaker to the Legislative
Standing Committee under Standing Order 53(3) of the Parliament

9. Adjournment (Provision of Religious Education to School Children) : The
Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned.

Question proposed and, debated.

Question put and agreed to; Parliament was at 4.53 adjourned by the Deputy
Speaker until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 21, 2023.



