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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The  Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcement by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

Announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received the determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Anti-Corruption’ which was challenged in 

the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The determination of the Supreme Court as to the constitutionality of the Bill titled 

‘Anti-Corruption’ as follows:— 

Clauses 1, 2(1)(f), 2(2), 3(2), 4(1)(a), 4(1)(b), 4(3), 17(1), 21, 31(2), 163(2)(h), 40, 

48(3), 49(1)(f), 50(1)(a), 53(1), 62(1), 65, 67(5), 71(6) and (8), 80, 93, 99, 101, 112, 149 

and 162 of the Bill are inconsistent with  the  Constitution. 

However, these inconsistencies will cease if the amendments as set out in the 

determination of the Supreme Court are made to the Bill. 

In addition to the said amendments, the Supreme Court has held that the learned 

Additional Solicitor General has informed the Court that amendments to Clauses 8(3), 

136, 141, 142, and 156 of the Bill as set out in the determination will be made to 

address several concerns raised by the Petitioners. 

I order that the determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings.” 
 

II 

“I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received the determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Provincial Councils Elections 

(Amendment)’ which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) 

of the Constitution. 

Subject to the proposed amendment to Clause 3 and deletion of Clause 4 of the Bill, 

the Supreme Court has determined that the Bill or any of its provisions is not 

inconsistent with the Constitution.  

I order that the determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings.” 
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 III 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have appointed the following Members of 

Parliament under the Chair of the Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana to serve on the ‘Select 

Committee of Parliament to investigate into and to make suitable recommendations 

relating to the disasters caused by New Diamond and X-press Pearl Vessels in the 

Maritime Zone of Sri Lanka’:— 

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan 

Hon. (Mrs.) Diana Gamage 

Hon. (Prof.) G. L. Peiris 

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law 

Hon. Vijitha Herath 

Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera 

Hon. Niroshan Perera 

Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma 

Hon. Nimal Lanza 

Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena 

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardena 

Hon. Akila Ellawala 

Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda 

Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at Law” 
 

IV 
 

“I wish to inform that the following Members have also been nominated by the 

Committee of Selection to serve in each Sectoral Oversight Committee, in terms of the 

provisions of Standing Order 111 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by 

Parliament on 21st November 2022:— 

(1) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Religious Affairs and  Co-Existence 

  Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene 

(2) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and National Unity 

  Hon. Marjan Faleel 

(3) Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security 

 Hon. Johnston Fernando 

 (4) Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations 

 Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law 

 (5) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Alleviating the Impact of the Economic Crisis 

 Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekera 

(6) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy & Transport 

 Hon. A. L. M. Athaullah 
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 (7) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & Agriculture 

 Hon. C. B. Rathnayake 

(8)Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Natural Resources & 

 Sustainable Development 

 Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda 

 (9) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Foreign Employment & Labour 

 Hon. Gamini Lokuge 

 (10) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health 

 Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi 

(11) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Children, Women and Gender 

 Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff, Attorney at Law 

(12) Sectoral Oversight Committee on Media, Youth, Heritage and New Citizen 

 Hon. Thisakutti Arachchi 

(13) Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable Government  

  Hon. Jayantha Weerasinghe, PC” 

 

V 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. A. L. M. Athaullah, Member of Parliament has also 

been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on 

Parliamentary Business, in terms of the provisions of the Standing Order 115 of the 

Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 10th February 2023.” 

 

VI 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Milan Jayathilake, Member of Parliament has also 

been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Banking 

and Financial Services, in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 122 of the 

Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 10th February 2023.” 

 

VII 

“I wish to inform that, notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 118 of 

the Parliament and the motion adopted by Parliament on 10th February 2023, the 

following Members have also been nominated by the Committee of Selection to serve in 

the Committee on Ethics and Privileges, as per the motion adopted by Parliament on 

26th May 2023:— 

Hon. Johnston Fernando 

Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara 

Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney at Law” 
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Urban Development and Housing 

presented the — 

(i) Annual Report of the Disaster Management Centre for the year 2021; 

(ii) Performance Report of the Government Valuation Department for the year 

2022;  

(iii) Performance Report of the Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies for the year 2022;  

(iv) Performance Report of the Department of External Resources for the year 

2022; 

(v) Performance Report of the Department of Public Finance for the year 2022; 

(vi) Performance Report of the Department of Development Finance for the 

year 2022; 

(vii) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Project Management and 

Monitoring for the year 2022; and 

(viii) Performance Report of the Department of Imports and Exports Control for 

the year 2022. 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(2) The Urban Development and Housing presented the — 

(i) Performance Report of the Prime Minister’s Office for the year 2022; 

(ii) Performance Report of the Office of the Cabinet of Ministers for the year 

2022; and 

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Public Administration, 

Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government for the year 

2022 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

An Open & Accountable Government. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(3) The Urban Development and Housing presented the Reports on the Submission 

of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on the Department of Samurdhi Development, 

Department of Probation and Child Care Services and Department of Social Services in 

the reports of the Committee on Public Accounts which were presented to Parliament 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(4) The Urban Development and Housing presented the Note on Supplementary 

Allocations from the Supplementary Support Services and Contingent Liabilities Project 

appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for 

the period from 01.04.2023 to 30.04.2023 under Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, 

No. 43 of 2022. 
 

Ordered that the said Paper do lie upon the Table. 
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 (5) The Minister of Education — 

(i) Annual Report and Annual Accounts of the Institute of Technology of 

University of Moratuwa for the year 2021; and  

(ii) Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the University of Moratuwa 

for the year 2021.  

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(6) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Office of the Chief Government Whip of Parliament for the 

year 2022 and  moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on An Open & Accountable Government. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(7) The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Aviation presented  the Performance Report 

of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Aviation for the year 2022 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy & Transport. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(8) The Ministry of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation presented the 

Performance Report of the Ministry of Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation for 

the year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Environment, Natural Resources & Sustainable Development. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(9) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Department of Government Printing for the year 2022 and 

moved  that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Media, 

Youth, Heritage and New Citizen. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(10) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of 

the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Agriculture in 

the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament 

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(11) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Ministry of Agriculture for the year 2022 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Food Security & 

Agriculture. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (12) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Order made 

by the Minister of Tourism and Lands under Section 26(1) of the Tourism Act, No. 38 

of 2005 on the recommendation of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority with 

regard to the declaration of a tourist development areas and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2324/14 of 20th March 2023 and moved that the Order be referred to 

the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Tourism and Lands. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(13) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report 

of the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy & Transport. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(14) The Ministry of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Department of National Community Water Supply for the 

year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on Environment, Natural Resources & Sustainable Development.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

3. Presentation from Reports from Committees: (1) The Hon. Nimal Sir ipala 

de Silva, attorney at Law, the Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports, 

Shipping and Aviation presented the Report of the above Committee on —  

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Section 117(2)(q) read with Sections 6(3)(a) and 31 of the Civil Aviation 

Act, No. 14 of 2010 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2303/18 of 26th October 2022; 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Sections 117(2) and 117(3) of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2304/46 of 02nd November 

2022; 

(iii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 

read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary  No. 2261/49 of 06th January 2022; 

(iv) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 

read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary  No. 2261/50 of 06th January 2022; 

(v) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 

read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary  No. 2261/51 of 06th January 2022; 

(vi) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 

read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/52 of 06th January 2022; 
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 (vii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/53 of 06th January 

2022; 

(viii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/54 of 06th January 

2022; 

(ix) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/55 of 06th January 

2022; 

(x) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/56 of 06th January 

2022; 

(xi) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/57 of 06th January 

2022; 

(xii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 

321 read with Section 44 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2262/31 of 13th January 

2022; 

(xiii) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Section 321 read with Sections 126 and 127 of the Merchant Shipping 

Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary            

No. 2292/18 of 09th August 2022; 

(xiv) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Section 321 read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 

of 1971 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2298/32 of 22nd 

September 2022; 

(xv) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Sections 126 and 321 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2303/16 of 26th October 2022; 

(xvi) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under 

Section 10 read with Section 3(5) of the Licensing of Shipping Agents, 

Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers and 

Container Operators Act, No. 10 of 1972 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2287/24 of 07th July 2022; 

(xvii) Annual Report of Ceylon Shipping Corporation for the year  2020/2021; 

(xviii) Annual Report of the Jaya Container Terminals Limited for the year 

2021;  
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 (xix) Annual Report of the Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka for the year 

2019; 

(xx) Annual Report of the Airport and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) (Private) 

Limited for the year 2019;  

(xxi) Annual Report of the Sri Lankan Airlines for the year 2019/2020; 

(xxii) Annual Report of the Airport and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) (Private) 

Limited  for the year 2020;  

(xxiii) Annual Report of the Ceylon Shipping Corporation Limited for the year 

2019/2020; 

(xxiv) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority for the year 2021; 

(xxv) Annual Report  of the Civil Aviation Authority  for the Year 2021; 

(xxvi) Annual Report of the Airport and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) (Private) 

Limited  for the year 2021;  and 

(xxvii) Annual Report of the Sri Lankan Airlines for the year 2020/2021 
 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, Attorney at Law, the Chair of the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation 

presented the Report of the said Committee on Regulations made by the Minister of 

Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation under Section 71 of the Fauna and Flora 

Protection Ordinance (Chapter 469) read with Sections 2C, 5 and 5A of the aforesaid 

Ordinance and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2292/11 of 08th August 2022 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(3) The W.D.J. Seneviratne, Attorney at Law, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Just and Law-Abiding presented the Report of the said  Committee on —   

(i) Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Bill; and  

(ii) Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill  

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(4) The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee 

on Environment, Natural Resources and Sustainable presented the Report of said 

Committee on Performance Report of the Department of Forest Conservation for the 

year 2021 which was referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
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 4. Presentation of Public Petitions : 

 (1) Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath presented a petition dated 25.03.2023 from 

  Mr. Panambarage Sanjeewa Prasad Fernando of 84 A, Gamage Watta, 

  Godigamuwa East, Badalgama.  

 (2) Hon. J. C. Alawathuwala presented a petition dated 22.04.2023 from         

  Mr. P. A. Lalith Francis of No 06, Lihiniwehera Colony, Dodamgaslanda.  

 (3) Hon. Waruna Liyanage presented a petition dated 26.04.2023 from         

  Mrs. D. S. I. A. Iresha Nishamani of Udatiyawala, Mahagama South.  

    

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Business of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament  

moved,— That the proceedings on Item No. 17 of Public Business appearing on the 

Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 

of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6. Regulations under the Civil Aviation Act (No.1) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under Section 117(2)

(q) read with Sections 6(3)(a) and 31 of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2303/18 of 26th October 2022, which were 

presented on 07.03.2023, be approved. 

(At 11.15 a.m. Hon. Deputy Speaker took the Chair) 

 

The State Minister of Tourism moved,—That  Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney 

at Law do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 12.35 p.m. Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Highways moved,—That Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya 

do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.02 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya do take the Chair.) 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 7. Regulations under the Civil Aviation Act (No.2) : The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under             

Sections 117(2) and 117(3) of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2304/46 of 02nd November 2022, which were presented 

on 07.03.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No.1) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/49 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

9. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 2) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/50 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

10. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 3) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act,  No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/51 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

11. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 4) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/52 of  06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

12. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 5) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/53 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 13. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 6):The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/54 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

14. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 7) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,—That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act,  No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/55 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

15. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 8) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/56 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

 

16. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 9) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act,  No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2261/57 of 06th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

17. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 10) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports and Shipping under Section 321 read with 

Section 44 of the Merchant Shipping Act,  No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2262/31 13th January 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, be 

approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 18. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 11) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,—That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under Section 321 

read with Sections 126 and 127 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2292/18 of 09th August 2022, which were 

presented on 23.05.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

19. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 12) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,—That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under Section 321 

read with Section 139 of the Merchant Shipping Act, No. 52 of 1971 and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2298/32 of 22nd September 2022, which were presented 

on 23.05.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

20. Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act (No. 13) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,— That the 

Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under Sections 126 

and 321 of the Merchant Shipping Act,  No. 52 of 1971 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2303/16 of 26th October 2022, which were presented on 23.05.2023, 

be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

21. Amendment to the resolution for the constitution of the “Select Committee 

of Parliament to Investigate the Country's Economic Setback from November 2019 

to date and Report to Parliament and Submit its Proposals and Recommendations 

in this regard”: The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation on behalf of the Leader 

of the House of Parliament moved,— That the Resolution which was duly adopted by 

Parliament  on 19th January 2023 be amended as follows as per the decision of the 

Committee on Parliamentary Business at its meeting held on 26th May 2023:— 

Title: 

Delete the Title and substitute the following:— 

“Select Committee of Parliament to Investigate Causes for Financial Bankruptcy 

declared by the Government and to Report to Parliament and Submit its Proposals and 

Recommendations in this regard”; 

Part 1: 

Delete paragraph two and substitute the following:— 

“And whereas it is the responsibility of the Parliament to investigate whether this 

economic crime was committed intentionally by the authorities who are in charge of the 

subjects of finance and economic affairs or by the Cabinet of Ministers;” 
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 Delete paragraph three and substitute the following:— 

“And whereas the country's financial bankruptcy was caused by factors such as 

granting tax relief, non-payment of loan installments, imposition of import restrictions, 

allowing for a rapid depreciation of the rupee, the decline in official remittances from 

migrants, the increase in inflation up to a hyperinflation, and the increase in the cost of 

living; and” 

Delete paragraph four (a) and substitute the following:— 

“(a)  whether the country had to experience an unprecedented economic crisis and 

financial bankruptcy since the persons who were responsible had failed to execute their 

duties properly;” 

Delete paragraph four (b) and substitute the following:— 

“(b) whether adequate measures were taken by the relevant authorities to prevent the 

financial bankruptcy;”  

Delete paragraph four (d) and substitute the following:— 

“(d) whether there are any other reasons that had contributed to such an economic 

crisis and financial bankruptcy;”  

Delete paragraph four (e) and substitute the following:— 

“(e)  whether there are any other reasons that would result country experiencing 

such an economic crisis and financial bankruptcy in the future;”    

“Except the aforementioned amendments, other parts of the Resolution, which was 

duly adopted by Parliament on 19th January 2023, remain unchanged.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

23. Adjournment (Promotion of Bamboo Industry): The Leader  of the House of 

Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned. 

Question proposed, and debated 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.00 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 07, 2023.  


