(Ninth Parliament - Fourth Session)

No. 14.]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Thursday, March 23, 2023 at 9.30 a.m.
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Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, Deputy Speaker and the Chair of Committees
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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

1. Messages from the President : The Deputy Speaker read the following
message received from the President:—

& o &S
@eomhbisnd  Fen g
President of Sri Lanka

My No. PS/CSA/00/4/5/1
March 3\, 2023

Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana
Speaker
Parliament of Sri Lanka

Hon. Speaker,
The Public Security Ordinance (Chapter 40)

By virtue of the powers vested in me by Section 12 of the Public Security Ordinance
(Chapter 40), I have issued an order to the effect that all members of the Armed Forces
specified in the First Schedule are summoned for the maintenance of Public Order in the
areas specified in Second Schedule thereof taking into consideration the need for the
Public Order to be maintained.

Accordingly, I hereby inform the Parliament of the said Order in terms of Section 2(3) of
the aforesaid Ordinance read with Section 21(2) thereof.

Yours sincerely,

Sl o

Ranil Wickremesinghe
President

& o SEHDEED SOXE Hmdsn
Bevtienass saptwe BGsreslrs @luys
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Deputy Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to inform that in terms of Standing Order 113(2), the Hon. Speaker has
nominated the following Members of Parliament as the Co-opted Members to serve in
the Legislative Standing Committee for consideration of the Bill entitled ‘Indira Cancer
Trust (Incorporation)’:—

Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella

Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Seetha Arambepola
Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka

Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda

Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna”

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Urban Development and
Housing presented the Annual Report of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura for the
year 2021 and moved that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Education.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report
of the Tea Small Holdings Development Authority for the year 2021 and moved that
the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation
Industries.

Question put, and agreed to.

4. Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. Patali Champika
Ranawaka, a member of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the
said Committee on—

(i) Regulations under the Electronic Transactions Act, No. 19 of 2006; and
(i1) Regulations under the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002
which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

5. Presentation of Public Petitions :
(1) Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya presented —

(i) a petition dated 07.01.2023 from Mr. G. G. M. Ariyawansha of
No. 303/1, Dankanda, Matale;
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(i) a petition dated 24.12.2022 from Mrs. R.A. Indrani Renapana of
“Samanpaya”, Renapana, Galigamuwa Town; and

(iii) a petition dated 14.12.2022 from Ms. S. Dinoshani Disanayaka of
Hewadiwela, Mahagama, Wagolla.

(2) Hon. Kumarasiri Rathnayaka presented a petition dated 21.01.2023 from
Mr. J. M. Dissanayake of Near Cooperative, Aiwela, Bibila.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

6. Partition (Amendment) : The Minister of Urban Development and Housing
on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms
presented,—"“Bill to amend the Partition Law, No. 21 of 1977.”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Thursday, April 06, 2023, be
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Justice and Law —
Abiding Society.

7. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene seconded by
Hon. Udayakantha Gunathilaka moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the
following Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the Sri Lanka Institute of Training and Development.”
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister
of Education for report.

8. Regulations under the Electronic Transactions Act : The Minister of Urban
Development and Housing on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—
That the Regulations made by the President under Section 24 read with Section 8(2) of
the Electronic Transactions Act, No. 19 of 2006 and Article 44(3) of the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2308/08 of 29" November 2022, which were presented on
07.03.2023, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Regulations under the Welfare Benefits Act : The Minister of Urban
Development and Housing on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—
That the Regulations made by the President under Section 27 read with Sections 7(3), 8,
10, 11 and 12 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002 and Article 44(3) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2310/30 of 15" December 2022, which were presented on
07.03.2023, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.
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10. Annual Report of the National Crafts Council (2020) : The Minister of
Urban Development and Housing on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and
Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Crafts Council
for the year 2020 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year
ended 31.12.2020 and presented on 28.11.2022 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act,
No. 38 of 1971, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

11. Annual Report of the Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited (2017/2018) :
The Minister of Urban Development and Housing on behalf of the Minister of
Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of
the Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited for the year 2017/2018 together with the
observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2018 and presented on
18.01.2023 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

12. Annual Report of the Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited (2018/2019) :
The Minister of Urban Development and Housing on behalf of the Minister of
Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of
the Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited for the year 2018/2019 together with the
observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.03.2019 and presented on
18.01.2023 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

13. Chartered Institute of Transport of Sri Lanka (Incorporation)
(Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That the Bill be now
read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time and referred by the Deputy Speaker to the
Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order 53(3) of the Parliament.

14. Shaili Edutainment Foundation (Incorporation) Bill : Order for Second
Reading read.

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That the Bill be now
read a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time and referred by the Deputy Speaker to the
Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order 53(3) of the Parliament.
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15. Adjournment (Special Statement in Parliament by Hon. President on IMF
Agreement) : The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourned.

Order read for resuming; Adjourned debate on question (22" March 2023).

Question again proposed and debate resumed.

The Minister of Education moved,—That Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya do
take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 11.16 a.m. Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya took the Chair.)

Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa seconded by Hon. Duminda Dissanayake moved,—
That Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.11 p.m. Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

The Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food Security moved,—That Hon. S. M. M.
Muszhaaraff do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.33 p.m. Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Women and Child Affairs moved,—That Hon. Weerasumana
Weerasinghe do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 2.49 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs moved,—That Hon. Mayantha
Dissanayake do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 4.24 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. debate stood adjourned; Debate to be resumed on Friday,
March 24, 2023.

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without
Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, March 24, 2023.



