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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Minister  of Education presented the Order  

made by the Minister of Investment Promotion under Section 14 of the Sri Lanka 

Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 with regard to amend the rate of CESS and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2306/15 of 14th November 2022 and moved 

that the Order be referred to the Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Education presented the Resolution under Section 10 of the 

Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import Duties (Gazette Extraordinary     

No. 2312/75 of 01st January 2023) and moved that the Resolution be referred to the 

Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (3) The Minister of Education presented the─   

(i) Reports on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of 

the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters 

mentioned on the District Secretariats – Polonnaruwa, Batticaloa, 

Puttalam, Mannar, Kandy, Badulla, Galle, Colombo, Matara and Kegalle 

in the reports of the Committee on Public Accounts which were 

presented to Parliament; and 

(ii) Report on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the 

Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters 

mentioned on the Registrar Generals’ Department in the report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament  

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report and Accounts of the 

Local Loans and Development Fund for the year 2020 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Home 

Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(5)  The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report & Financial Statements 

of the General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University for the year 2021 and moved 

that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(6) The Minister of Education presented the─   

(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 10A of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 

235) relating to surcharge on Customs Duty payable on imported goods 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2308/16 of 30th 

November 2022; and 

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 10A of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 

235) relating to surcharge on Customs Duty payable on imported goods 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2313/35 of 04th January 

2023.  

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 
 

(7) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Reports of the Skills 

Development Fund Limited for the years 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 and moved that 

those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (8) The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries presented the 

Annual Report of the Coconut Development Authority for the year 2020 and moved that 

the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation 

Industries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

2. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon.  (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini 

Fernandopulle, Chair of the Select Committee of Parliament to Look into and Report to 

Parliament its Recommendations to Ensure Gender Equity and Equality with Special 

Emphasis on Looking into Gender Based Discriminations and Violations of Women’s 

Rights in Sri Lanka presented the Interim Report of the said Select Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed. 

 

(2) Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney at Law, Chair of the Sub - Committee of the 

National Council on Identifying the Priorities in Formulation of Short, Medium & Long 

Term National Policies presented the Report on the Establishment of the National 

Policy Commission of the said Sub - Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. Sarathi Dushmantha presented a petition dated 21.11.2022 from    

  Mrs. G. A. Anoma Kumari of No. 39, Mahenagama, Warakapola.  

 (2) Hon. Mayadunna Chinthaka Amal presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 04.01.2023 from Mr. R. A. Amilawansha Perera of 

   Galatabendiwewa, Awulegama, Wariyapola; and 

  (ii) a petition dated 12.12.2022 from Mrs. W. M. Anulawathi of           

   Pothuwewa, Wariyapola.  
   

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

4. Business of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament     

moved,— That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing on the 

Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 

of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

5. Privileges : The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That the 

question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the Hon. Premnath C. 

Dolawatte, Attorney at Law, M.P. on 07th March, 2023 in Parliament to the effect that 

privileges of  Parliament have been infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics 

and Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 6. Resolution under the Essential Public Services Act : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home 

Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That this Parliament 

resolves that the Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary         

No. 2321/07 of 27th February 2023 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 

with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act,    No. 61 of 

1979, which was presented on 07.03.2023, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

7. Notification under the Excise Ordinance : The Minister  of Education on 

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Notification made by the 

Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 32 

read with Section 25 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) relating to Soft Liquor 

Licenses and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2290/24 of 28th July 2022, 

which was presented on 20.01.2023, be approved. 

(Excise Notification No. 05/2022) 

(At 11.47 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Women and Child Affairs moved,— That Hon. S. M. M. 

Muszhaaraff  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.22 p.m. Hon. S. M. M. Muszhaaraff  took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs moved,— That    

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.42 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.) 

 

 

The Minister of Agriculture moved,— That Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.16 p.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof took the Chair.) 

(At 5.08 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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8. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.1) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 

14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2315/46 of 19 th 

January 2023, which were presented on 21.02.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.2) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6 

and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2309/40 of 

09th December 2022, which were presented on 17.01.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10.   Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.3) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 

14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2311/08 of 19 th 

December 2022, which were presented on 17.01.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

11.   Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.4) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 

14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2311/18 of 21st 

December 2022, which were presented on 17.01.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 12. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.5) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 

14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/77 of 01st 

January 2023, which were presented on 09.02.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

13. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.6) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 

1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6 

and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/78 of 

01st January 2023, which were presented on 09.02.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

14. Regulations under the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Investment Promotion in consultation 

with the Colombo Port City Economic Commission and the Registrar-General of 

Companies under Section 71 read with Section 41(7) of the Colombo Port City 

Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2306/54 of 17th November 2022, which were presented on 10.02.2023, be 

approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

15. Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Kelaniya (2020) : The 

Minister of Education moved,— That the Annual Report and Accounts of the 

University of Kelaniya for the year 2020 together with the observations of the Auditor-

General for the year ended 31.12.2020 and presented on 31.08.2022 under Section 110 

of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

16.   Annual Report and Accounts of the Sri Lanka Land Development 

Corporation (2019) : The Minister  of Education on behalf of the Minister  of Urban 

Development and Housing moved,— That the Annual Report and Accounts of the Sri 

Lanka Land Development Corporation for the year 2019 together with the observations 

of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 21.09.2022 

under Section 14(2) (C) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 17. Annual Report & Accounts of the Sri Lanka Land Development 

Corporation (2018) : The Minister  of Education on behalf of the Minister  of Urban 

Development and Housing moved,— That the Annual Report & Accounts of the Sri 

Lanka Land Development Corporation for the year 2018 together with the observations 

of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2018 and presented on 31.08.2022 

under Section 14(2)(c) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

18. Annual Report of the National Transport Medical Institute (2018) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Transport and Highways and 

Minister of Mass Media moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Transport 

Medical Institute for the year 2018 together with the observations of the Auditor-

General for the year ended 31.12.2018 and presented on 08.11.2021 under Section 14(2)

(c) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

19. Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Judge’s Institute (2018) : The Minister of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional 

Reforms moved,— That the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Judge’s Institute  for the 

year 2018 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2018 and presented on 05.12.2022 under Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 

of 1971, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

20. Annual Report of the Superior Courts Complex Board of Management 

(2021) : The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs 

and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the Annual Report of the Superior Courts 

Complex Board of Management for the year 2021 together with the observations of the 

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2021 and presented on 05.01.2023 under 

Section 14(3) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

21. Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries : The Minister 

of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Lanka Sugar Company (Private) 

Limited for the year 2013 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the 

year ended 31.12.2013 and presented on 24.11.2022 under Section 151(2) of the 

Companies Act, No. 07 of  2007, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 22. Annual Report of the Lanka Sugar Company (Private) Limited (2014) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Lanka Sugar Company (Private) 

Limited for the year 2014 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the 

year ended 31.12.2014 and presented on 24.11.2022 under Section 151(2) of the 

Companies Act, No. 07 of  2007, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

23. Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board (2013) : The Minister  

of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board for 

the year 2013 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2013 and presented on 19.02.2020 under the Coconut Development Act, No. 46 

of 1971 as amended by the Act, No. 24 of 1975, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

24. Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board (2014) : The Minister  

of Education on behalf of the  Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board for 

the year 2014 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2014 and presented on 19.02.2020 under the Coconut Development Act, No. 46 

of 1971 as amended by the Act, No. 24 of 1975, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

25. Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board (2015) : The Minister  

of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Palmyrah Development Board for 

the year 2015 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2015 and presented on 19.02.2020 under the Coconut Development Act, No. 46 

of 1971 as amended by the Act, No. 24 of 1975, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

26. Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund (2015) : The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,— 

That the Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund for the year 2015 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2015 and presented on 

22.06.2017 under the Thurusaviya Fund Act, No. 23 of 2000, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

27. Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund (2019) : The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,— 

That the Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund for the year 2019 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 

08.11.2021 under the Thurusaviya Fund Act, No. 23 of 2000, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 28.  Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund (2020) : The Minister  of Education 

on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,— 

That the Annual Report of the Thurusaviya Fund  for the year 2020 together with the 

observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2020 and presented on 

15.11.2022 under the Thurusaviya Fund Act, No. 23 of 2000, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

29.  Annual Report of the National Institute of Plantation Management (2017) : 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Institute of 

Plantation Management for the year 2017 together with the observations of the    

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2017 and presented on 19.06.2019 under 

Section 23 of the National Institute of Plantation Management Act, No. 45 of 1979, be 

approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

30.  Annual Report of the National Institute of Plantation Management (2019) : 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Institute of 

Plantation Management for the year 2019 together with the observations of the    

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 04.05.2022 under 

Section 23 of the National Institute of Plantation Management Act, No. 45 of 1979, be 

approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

31.  Annual Report and Accounts of the Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation (2017) : 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report and Accounts of the Sri Lanka 

Cashew Corporation for the year 2017 together with the observations of the Auditor-

General for the year ended 31.12.2017 and presented on 23.10.2019 under Section 23 of 

the State Agricultural Corporations Act, No. 11 of 1972, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

32. Annual Report of the Coconut Research Institute (2019) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries 

moved,— That the Annual Report of the Coconut Research Institute for the year 2019 

together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 

and presented on 11.02.2022 under the Coconut Development Act, No. 46 of 1971, be 

approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 33. Annual Report of the Kurunegala Plantations Limited (2019) : The Minister 

of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Kurunegala Plantations Limited for 

the year 2019 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2019 and presented on 08.04.2022 of the Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007, be 

approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

34. Annual Report of the Tea Small Holdings Development Authority (2019) : 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Tea Small Holdings 

Development Authority for the year 2019 together with the observations of the   

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2019 and presented on 08.11.2022 under the 

Tea Small Holdings Development Act, No. 35 of 1975, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

35. Annual Report of the Tea Small Holdings Development Authority (2020) : 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and 

Minister of Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Tea Small Holdings 

Development Authority for the year 2020 together with the observations of the   

Auditor-General for the year ended 31.12.2020 and presented on 23.11.2022 under the 

Tea Small Holdings Development Act, No. 35 of 1975, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

36.  Annual Report of the Rubber Research Institute of Sri Lanka (2020) : The 

Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of 

Industries moved,— That the Annual Report of the Rubber Research Institute of Sri 

Lanka for the year 2020 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the 

year ended 31.12.2020 and presented on 08.11.2022 under Section 8(9) of the Rubber 

Research Ordinance, No. 10 of 1930, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

37. Annual Report of the National Sports Fund (2017) : The Minister of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs and Minister of 

Irrigation moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Sports Fund for the year 

2017 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2017 and presented on 08.10.2019 under Sections 22-27 of the Sports Act,      

No. 25 of 1973, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

38. Annual Report of the National Sports Fund (2019) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs and Minister of 

Irrigation moved,— That the Annual Report of the National Sports  Fund for the year 

2019 together with the observations of the Auditor-General for the year ended 

31.12.2019 and presented on 05.05.2022 under Sections 22-27 of the Sports Act,      

No. 25 of 1973, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 39. Indira Cancer Trust (Incorporation) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time and referred by the Deputy Speaker to the 

Legislative Standing Committee under Standing Order 53(3) of the Parliament. 

 

40. Adjournment : And it being past 5.30 p.m. Par liament was at 5.38 p.m. 

adjourned by the Deputy Speaker without question put, pursuant to the Resolution of 

Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, March 09, 2023. 

 


