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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker
announcements:—

I

“In terms of Standing Order 113(2), I have nominated the following Members of
Parliament as the Co-opted Members to serve in the Legislative Standing Committee for
consideration of the Bill entitled ‘Institution of Building Services Engineering &

Technology of Sri Lanka (Incorporation)’:—

Hon. Kanaka Herath

Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage
Hon. Arundika Fernando

Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath
Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma
Hon. B.Y.G. Rathnasekara
Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kotegoda
Hon. Uddika Premarathne”

The Speaker made the following
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II
“In terms of Standing Order 113(2), I have nominated the following

Members of Parliament as the Co-opted Members to serve in the Legislative Standing
Committee for consideration of the Bill entitled ‘Rathanathissa Peace Foundation
(Incorporation)’:—

Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka

Hon. Tissa Attanayake

Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero

Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena

Hon. Milan Jayathilake

Hon. Sudath Manjula

Hon. (Mrs.) Rajika Wickramasinghe

Hon. D. Weerasingha”

III

“I wish to declare Parliament that, in terms of the provisions of Standing Order
132(1)(b) of the Parliament, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance, the Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake, Member of Parliament has given the written notice of his
resignation from the Chairmanship. I wish to inform that a meeting of the Committee of
Selection will be held on 04™ April 2023 to nominate a Chair for the vacant
Chairmanship of the Committee.”

v

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 119 of the
Parliament, the following Members have also been nominated by the Committee of
Selection to serve in the Committee on Public Accounts, as per the resolution adopted
by Parliament on 10™ February 2023:—

Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi
Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake”

v

“I wish to inform that the following Members have also been nominated by the
Committee of Selection to serve in the Committee on Economic Stabilization, in terms
of the provisions of Standing Order 123 of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by
Parliament on 10™ February 2023:—

Hon. Dhammika Perera

Hon. (Dr.) Gayashan Nawananda”

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Education presented the—

(i) Regulations made by the President under Section 24 read with Section 8(2)
of the Electronic Transactions Act, No. 19 of 2006 and Article 44(3) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2308/08 of 29™ November
2022; and
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Regulations made by the President under Section 27 read with Sections 7
(3), 8, 10, 11 and 12 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002 and
Article 44(3) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2310/30 of 15™
December 2022 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

and moved that those Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Minister of Education presented the—

(i)

(i)

Reports on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the
Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters
mentioned on the District Secretariats — Jaffna, Trincomalee, Mullaitivu,
Vavuniya, Nuwara Eliya, Anuradhapura, Kalutara, Kilinochchi, Ratnapura,
Ampara, Hambantota, Monaragala, Matale and Kurunegala in the reports
of the Committee on Public Accounts which were presented to Parliament;
and

Report on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the
Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters
mentioned on the Judges of the Superior Court — Head 04 in the report of
the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Education presented the Proclamation made and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2321/07 of 27™ February 2023 and Schedule thereto, by
virtue of the powers vested with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential
Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979.

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table.

(4) The Minister of Education presented the—

(1)

Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 25A read with
Section 27(1)(b) of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the
Bachelor of Management Honours in Business Analytics Degree awarded
by KAATSU - Highly Advanced Medical Technology Training Centre
(Pvt) Limited (KIU), the Bachelor of Science Honours in Engineering in
Civil Engineering and the Bachelor of Science Honours in Engineering in
Mechatronics Engineering Degrees awarded by SLT Campus (Pvt)
Limited, and the Bachelor of Arts Honours in Anthropology and the
Bachelor of Arts Honours in Applied Communication and Media
Technology Degrees awarded by Nagananda International Institute of
Buddhist Studies (Pvt) Limited and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2308/29 of 01*' December 2022;
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(1) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 25A of the
Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the Bachelor of Science
Honours in Information Technology Degree awarded by Sri Lanka Institute
of Information Technology (Guarantee) Limited (SLIIT) and published in
the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2310/12 of 13™ December 2022; and

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Examinations, Sri Lanka
for the year 2021.

Ordered that the said Papers and the Report do lie upon the Table.

(5) The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation presented the—

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under
Section 117(2)(q) read with Sections 6(3)(a) and 31 of the Civil Aviation
Act, No. 14 of 2010 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2303/18 of 26™ October 2022; and

(ii)) Regulations made by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation under
Sections 117(2) and 117(3) of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2304/46 of 02™ November
2022

and moved that those Regulations be referred to the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Ports, Shipping and Aviation.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the
Annual Reports of the Buddhasasana Fund for the years 2016 and 2017 and moved that
those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Buddhasasana,
Religious and Cultural Affairs.

Question put, and agreed to.

(7) The Minister of Power and Energy presented the Regulations made by the
Minister of Power and Energy under Section 48 of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21
of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2313/47 of 05™ January 2023
and moved that those Regulations be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee
on Power and Energy.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Reports under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament :
The Minister of Education presented the Report under Standing Order 52(6) of the
Parliament on the Bill entitled “Sri Lanka Institute of Taxation (Incorporation)
(Amendment)” of the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National
Policies.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, March 08, 2023.
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4. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. (Dr.) Bandula
Gunawardana, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport and
Highways presented the Report of the said Committee on—

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Transport and Highways under
Section 237 read with Sections 44, 123, 124, 125, 126, 126B, 128, 132,
132A and 231 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203) and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2301/17 of 10™ October 2022;

(ii)) Regulations made by the Minister of Transport and Highways under
Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203) read with Sections 8,
10, 14, 15, 18, 19A, 30, 37, 42, 139C, 139H, 195 and 231 of the aforesaid
Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2306/02 of 14"
November 2022;

(ii1) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Transport Board for the year 2019; and

(iv) Annual Report of the State Development & Construction Corporation for
the year 2021

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(2) Hon. Wajira Abeywardana, a member of the Committee on Public Finance
presented the Report of the said Committee on—

(i) Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969;
(ii) Notification under the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52); and

(iii)) Regulations under the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act,
No. 11 0f 2021

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

5. Presentation of Public Petitions :
(1) Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna presented—

(i) a petition dated 02.01.2023 from Ms. T. A. Niranjala Perera of
No. 141/B, School Road, Aluviharaya, Matale;

(i) a petition dated 02.01.2023 from Ms. T. W. A. N. K. Dissanayake of
7" Post, Moragolla, Bambaragaswewa, Galewela; and

(ii1) a petition dated 23.12.2022 from Mrs. U. Kalyani Perera of Parakrama
Watta, Kiwula, Matale.

(2) Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated
01.12.2022 from Mr. T. A. W. Sarath Siriwardhana of No.182/J/1, Pahala
Hanwella, Hanwella.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.
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6. Central Bank of Sri Lanka : The Minister of Education on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies presented,—“Bill to
provide for the establishment of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka; for the repeal of the
Monetary Law Act (Chapter 422); and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, March 22, 2023, be
printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

7. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament
and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 21* February 2023, the hours of sitting of
Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 4.00 p.m. Standing Order 8(5)
of the Parliament shall operate. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Privileges : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That the
question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the Hon. Shantha Bandara, M.P.
on 23" February, 2023 in Parliament to the effect that privileges of Parliament and the
Members of Parliament have been infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No.1) : The Minister of Transport
and Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,— That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Transport and Highways under Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act
(Chapter 203) read with subsections (2) and (3) of Section 158 of the aforesaid Act and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2287/28 of 07" July 2022, which were
presented on 13.12.2022, be approved.

The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,—
That Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 12.33 p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

Hon. Mano Ganesan seconded by Hon. Ishak Rahuman moved,— That
Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 2.54 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.
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10. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No.2) : The Minister of Transport
and Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,— That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Transport and Highways under Section 237 read with Sections 44, 123, 124,
125, 126, 126B, 128, 132, 132A and 231 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203) and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2301/17 of 10™ October 2022, which were
presented on 09.02.2023, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

11. Regulations under the Motor Traffic Act (No.3) : The Minister of Transport
and Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,— That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Transport and Highways under Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act
(Chapter 203) read with Sections 8, 10, 14, 15, 18, 19A, 30, 37, 42, 139C, 139H, 195
and 231 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2306/02 of
14™ November 2022, which were presented on 21.02.2023, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

12. Adjournment (Regulation of Social Media) : The Minister of Transport and
Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,— That this Parliament do now
adjourned.

Question proposed, and debated.

The Minister of Education moved,— That Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene do take
the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At4.21 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without
Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 08, 2023.



