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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcement by the Speaker: The Speaker  made the following 

Announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received the Determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Penal Code (Amendment)’ which was 

challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court is of the opinion that the Bill as a whole or any provision thereof 

is not inconsistent with the Constitution. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 

 

II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of two petitions filed at the 

Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Private 

Members’ Bill entitled ‘Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment)’.”  

 

III 

“In terms of Standing Order 113(2), I have nominated the following Members of 

Parliament as the Co-opted Members to serve in the Legislative Standing Committee for 

consideration of the Bill entitled ‘Shaili Edutainment Foundation (Incorporation)’:-  

 Hon. Buddhika Pathirana  

 Hon. Govindan Karunakaram  

 Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya”  
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 IV 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, Member of Parliament and the 

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, Member of Parliament have been nominated to 

serve in the Select Committee of Parliament to make suitable recommendations for the 

expansion of higher education opportunities in Sri Lanka in terms of the provisions of 

the Standing Order 106 of the Parliament, to fill the vacancies occurred due to the 

resignation of the Hon. Tissa Attanayake, Member of Parliament, and the                

Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara, Member of Parliament from the  Membership of the said 

Committee.”  
 

V 
“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received a copy of a petition filed at the 

Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill entitled 

‘Anti-corruption’ ”. 
 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker  presented the Four th     

Installment – Part XXIII of the Report of the Auditor–General for the Financial Year 

2021 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka. 
 

Ordered that the said report do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 

 

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented the — 

(i) Annual Report of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka 

for the year 2019; 

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation Ltd for the year 

2021;   

(iii) Annual Report of the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka for the year 2021; 

and 

(iv) Annual Report of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka for the year 2022. 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

National Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented the — 

(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3(3) of the Ports and Airports 

Development Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011 relating to Ports and Airports 

Development Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary               

No. 2312/67 of 31st December 2022; 

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, 

No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2312/68 of 31st December 2022; 
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 (iii) Notification made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 22 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) as 

amended from time to time, regarding Excise duty on liquor, and published 

in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/70 of 31st December 2022 

 (Excise Notification No. 07/2022); 

(iv) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 21 of the Tobacco Tax Act, No. 8 of 1999 

amended by the Act, No. 9 of 2004 read with Section 2 of the aforesaid Act 

regarding imposition of Tobacco Tax on Beedi and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/71 of 31st December 2022; 

(v) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 5 of the Stamp Duty (Special Provisions) 

Act, No. 12 of 2006 relating to Stamp Duty and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2312/73 of 31st December 2022;  

(vi) Regulation made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 155(1) of the Securities and Exchange 

Commission of Sri Lanka Act, No. 19 of 2021 relating to the rate of CESS 

to be charged and levied on every Repurchase transaction in Corporate 

Debt Securities carried out on the “Over the Counter Platform” of the 

Colombo Stock Exchange and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2316/32 of 26th January 2023; 

(vii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2(1) of the Finance Act, No. 25 of 2003 

regarding Embarkation Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2309/37 of 09th December 2022; 

(viii) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2(1) of the Finance Act, No. 25 of 2003 

regarding Embarkation Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2314/16 of 11th January 2023; 

(ix) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 22 read with Section 26 of the Finance Act, 

No. 11 of 2004 regarding International Telecommunications Operators 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/80 of 01st 

January 2023; 

(x) Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 51 read with Section 19 of the Finance Act, 

No. 35 of 2018 relating to Luxury Tax on Motor Vehicles and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/69 of 31st December 2022; and 

(xi) Orders made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 51 read with Section 19 of the Finance Act, 

No. 35 of 2018 relating to Luxury Tax on Motor Vehicles and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2318/53 of 10th February 2023. 

and moved that those Orders, Regulations and Notification be referred to the 

Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented the — 

(i) Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Supplementary Support 

Services and Contingent Liabilities Project appearing under Expenditure 

Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period from 

01.03.2023 to 31.03.2023 under Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act,   

No. 43 of 2022; and  

(ii) Trilingual report of the Minister under Section 7 of the Public Utilities 

Commission of Sri Lanka Act No. 35 of 2002 on proposed removal of     

Mr. J.W.M.J.P.K. Ratnayake as a Member of Public Utilities Commission 

of Sri Lanka and Annexures I and II thereon only in English language with 

the special leave of the House.  

Ordered that the said papers do lie upon the Table.  
 

(5) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented  the Order made by 

the Minister of Education under Section 27(1) read with Section 21 of the Universities 

Act, No. 16 of 1978 on the recommendation of the University Grants Commission with 

regard to the establishment of Department of Human Biological Sciences of the 

University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2321/51 

of 02nd March 2023.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing  presented the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Public Security under Section 52 read with Section 23 of the 

Immigrants and Emigrants Act, (Chapter 351) moved that those Regulations be referred 

to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Security. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) Hon. Madura Vithanage, 

Attorney at Law the member of the Committee on behalf of the Hon. Ajith Rajapakse, 

the Deputy Speaker and the Chair of the Legislative Standing Committee presented the 

Report of the said Committee on the Bill entitled, “Rathanatissa Peace Foundation 

(Incorporation)” which was referred to the Committee, together with the Minutes of 

proceedings. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.  

Bill, as reported by Legislative Standing Committee, to be considered on 

Wednesday, 10th April 2023.  

 

(2) The Hon. Johnston Fernando, a member of the Committee on Public Finance 

presented the Report of the said Committee on — 

(i) Orders under the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979; 

(ii) Order Under the Ports and Airports development Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011; 

(iii) Orders Under the Special Commodity Levy Act, No 48 of 2007; 

(iv) Regulations Under the Imports and Exports Control Act, No 1 of 1969; and 
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 (v) Regulations Under Employees’ Trust Fund Act, No. 46 of 1980 

which were referred to the said Committee.  

Ordered that the said papers do lie upon the Table.  

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. J. C. Alawathuwala presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 12.03.2023 from Mr. I. M. M. K. Ilankoon of No. 55, 

   Kithsiripaya, Galatombuwa, Pothuhera; and 

  (ii) a petition dated 05.03.2023 from Mr. R. M. H. Jayathilaka of No 653, 

   Kandubadagama, Ma Eliya.  

 (2) Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma presented— 

  (i) a petition dated 20.03.2023 from Mr. N. G. C. S. Somawansha of      

   No. 518/05, Weerakutti waththa, Weliweriya; and 

  (ii) a petition dated 08.03.2023 from Mrs. T. W. Rasika Krishanthi of       

   No. 166/A/1, Pamunuwa, Minuwangoda.  

 (3) Hon. Kins Nelson presented a petition dated 22.11.2021 from Mr. K. G. 

  Amarathunga of No. 204 BOP 316, Thalpotha, Polonnaruwa.  
 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Business of the Parliament : The Minister  of Urban Development and 

Housing  on behalf of  the Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—That the 

proceedings on Item Nos. 2 to 15 of Public Business appearing on the Order Paper be 

exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 of the 

Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed 

 

6. Order under the Sri Lanka Export Development Act (No. 1) : The Minister  

of Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,—  That the Order made by the Minister of Investment Promotion under Section 

14 of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 regarding CESS levy and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2312/76 of 01st January 2023, which was 

presented on 04.04.2023, be approved. 

 

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing,—That Hon. Velu Kumar do take 

the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 11.34 a.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.) 

 

Hon. Isuru Dodangoda seconded by Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva moved,—That    

Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law  do take the Chair. 



        ( 11 ) M. No. 21 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 12.12 p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law took the Chair.) 
 

(At 1.38 p.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Agriculture moved,—That Hon. Velu Kumar do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.09 p.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.) 

 

The   State Minister of Finance moved,—That Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya 

do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.14 p.m. Hon. (Major) Sudarshana Denipitiya took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

7. Order under the Sri Lanka Export Development Act (No. 2) : The Minister  

of Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,—  That the Order made by the Minister of Investment Promotion under Section 

14 of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 regarding CESS levy and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2325/06 of 28th March 2023, which was 

presented on 25.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

8. Order under the Ports and Airports Development Levy Act: The Minister  

of Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 3(3) of the Ports and Airports Development Levy Act, 

No. 18 of 2011 relating to Ports and Airports Development Levy and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2326/02 of 03rd April 2023, which was presented on 

25.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

9. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.1) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No.2308/17 of 30th November 2022, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
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 10. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.2) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary         

No. 2313/34 of 04th January 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

11. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.3) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary        

No. 2316/28 of 25th January 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

12.Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.4) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No.2320/04 of 20th February 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

13. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.5) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,—That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary         

No. 2321/76 of 04th March 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 

 

14. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.6) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,—That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary        

No. 2322/20 of 07th March 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
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 15. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.7) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, 

relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary         

No. 2322/21 of 07th March 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
 

16. Order under the Special Commodity Levy Act (No.8) : The Minister  of 

Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government 

moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Sections 2 and 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 

2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2323/40 of 17th March 2023, which was presented on 26.04.2023, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
 

17. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No. 1) : The 

Minister of Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of  the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local 

Government moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2326/40 of 06th April 2023, which were presented on 28.04.2023, be 

approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
 

18. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No. 2) : The 

Minister of Urban Development and Housing  on behalf of the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local 

Government moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, 

Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and 

Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 

1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2326/41 of 06th April 2023, which were presented on 28.04.2023, be 

approved. 

Question put, and agreed. 
 

19. Regulations under the Employees’ Trust Fund Act : The Minister  of Urban 

Development and Housing on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public 

Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— 

That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 43 of the Employees’ Trust Fund Act, No. 46 of 1980, 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2311/39 of 22nd December 2022, which 

were presented on 27.04.2023, be approved. 
  

Question put, and agreed 
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 20. Adjournment (Mechanism to Oversee Functioning of Local Government 

Institution under Special Commissioners) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourned. 

Question proposed, and debated 
 

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without 

Question put. 

Parliament adjourned Accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 10, 2023.  

 

 


