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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcement by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

Announcement:— 
 

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the certificate on the 

Bill entitled ‘Inland Revenue (Amendment)’ on 08 May 2023.”  

 

2. Presentation of Papers : Minister  of Transpor t and Highways and Minister  

of Mass Media presented the Order made by the Minister of Education under       

Section 27(1) read with Section 21 and Section 139 of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 

1978 on the recommendation of the University Grants Commission with regard to the 

establishment of Departments of the Faculty of Nursing of the University of Colombo, 

Sri Lanka and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2319/22 of 13th February 

2023.   

Ordered that the said paper do lie upon the Table.  

 

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, Attorney at Law presented a petition 

  dated 20.02.2023 from Mr. L. D. J. R. Nanayakkara of No 399/15, Isuru 

  Uyana, Kurunduwatta.  

 (2) Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake presented a petition dated 20.03.2023 

  from Mrs. H. P. S. Gunawardana of No. 3/26, Race Course Mawatha, 

  Badulla.  

 (3) Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva presented a petition dated 20.03.2023 from 

  Mr. Waduthanthri Punyasiri of Kondagala, Batapola.  
 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
 

4. Sittings of the Parliament : The Minister  of Urban Development and 

Housing on behalf of the Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—That 

notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament and the motion 

agreed to by Parliament on 21st February 2023, the hours of sittings of Parliament on 

10th Wednesday and 11th  Thursday, May, 2023 shall be from 9.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m..              

At 9.30 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.00 p.m.                    

Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 
 

Question put, and agreed 

 

5. Adjournment (Compensation for “X-Press Pearl” Ship Disaster) : The 

Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That this Parliament do now 

adjourned. 

Question proposed, and debated 
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 Suspension of Sitting 
  

10.20 a.m.  

The sitting was suspended until 12.03 p.m. 

12.03 p.m. 

The Sitting was resumed. The Speaker took the Chair. 

 

With the leave of the House, the following announcement was made by the  

Speaker:— 

 

“The Party Leaders discussed the Point of Order raised by the Hon. Wijedasa 

Rajapakse, Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Affairs in the chamber 

today and I wish to inform the House of the agreement reached over that.  

The Opposition requested for an adjournment debate on the disaster caused by the 

shipwreck of the X-Press Pearl ship and upon discussions about it, it was decided to 

take up the debate today as per the decision of the Committee on Parliamentary 

Business that met on 28th April 2023. As per the decision of the Committee on 

Parliamentary Business that met again yesterday, the 9th of May 2023, it was decided to 

conduct the debate on two days covering today and tomorrow. At the time that decision 

was being taken, the risk of discussing the law suits pending before the court was raised 

and the Party Leaders decided not to discuss any matters that would pose such risk 

during this debate. The Hon. Wijedasa Rajapakse, Minister of Justice pointed out in the 

House today that debating this matter today will be prejudicial to the cases that are 

pending before the court over the X-Press Pearl ship. 

This was widely discussed at the Committee on Parliamentary Business convened 

by me a little while ago and the following decisions were reached at that:-  

 1. That it should not be allowed to raise any matter detrimental to the trial 

  regarding the X-Press Pearl incident in the House; and  

 2. The debate should be conducted giving priority to policy matters with regard 

  to protecting the environment.  

As per the agreement reached at the Committee on Parliamentary Business I now 

give the opportunity to the Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional 

Reforms to make a brief explanation on the matters that can be detrimental to the trial. 

Since the claiming of compensation for the X-Press Pearl disaster is a matter of 

national importance. I reiterate that it is the duty of all to act with responsibility in the 

Parliament without hampering the process.”   

 

(At 2.04 p.m. Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That 

Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.19 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.) 
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 The   Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—That  

Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.50 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.) 

 

And it being past 6.00 p.m. the debate stood adjourned; Debate to be resumed on 

Thursday, May 11, 2023. 

 

And it being past 6.00 p.m. Parliament was at 8.08 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member without Question put Pursuant to the Resolution of this day. 

 

Parliament adjourned Accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, May 11, 2023.  

 


