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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcement by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
Announcement:—

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received another 4 (four) copies of the
petitions filed at the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect
of the Bill titled ‘Anti-corruption’, in addition to the receipt of a Petition mentioned in

the announcement made by me on 09™ May 2023.”
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2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing
presented the Agreement between the Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka and the Government of the Czech Republic for the avoidance of Double
Taxation and the prevention of Tax Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income, entered in
to on 03" February 2023 and moved that the Agreement be referred to the Committee
on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual
Reports of the Skills Development Fund Limited for the years 2018 and 2019 and
moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Education.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Civil Procedure Code (Amendment): The Minister of Urban Development
and Housing on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional
Reforms moved,— “Bill to amend the Civil Procedure Code (Chapter 101).”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Thursday, May 25, 2023, be
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law-Abiding
Society.

4. Select Committee of Parliament to study the practical problems and
difficulties that have arisen in relation to enhancing the rank in the Ease of Doing
Business Index in Sri Lanka and make its proposals and recommendations: The
Minister of Urban Development and Housing on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament moved,— That the time period granted to the Select Committee of
Parliament to study the practical problems and difficulties that have arisen in relation to
enhancing the rank in the Ease of Doing Business Index in Sri Lanka and make its
proposals and recommendations as specified in the Resolution passed by Parliament on
04™ October 2022 be extended up to 22" November 2023 in terms of Standing
Order 102 of the Parliament as the Committee needs further time to report its
observations to Parliament.

Question put, and agreed

5. Rathanatissa Peace Foundation (Incorporation) Bill : Order for
consideration read.

Bill, as amended in the Legislative Standing Committee Considered.

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That the amendments
made by the Legislative Standing Committee be agreed to.

Question put, and agreed to.



(7) M. No. 23
The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That the Bill as
amended, be now read the third time.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed.

6. Adjournment (Compensation for “X-Press Pearl” Ship Disaster) : The
Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That this Parliament do now
adjourned.

Order read for resuming; Adjourned debate on question (10™ May 2023)

Question again proposed and debate resumed.

The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media moved,—
That Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 10.41 a.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,—That
Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 1.02 p.m. Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law took the Chair.)

Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Athukorala, Attorney at Law, seconded by Hon. Ashok
Abeysinghe moved,—That Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 2.45 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya took the Chair.)

Question put and, agreed to; Parliament was at 5.33 p.m. adjourned by the
Presiding Member until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, May 12, 2023.



