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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Messages from the President : The Deputy Speaker  read the following 

message received from the President:— 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Deputy Speaker  made the following 

announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to inform that in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the Hon. Speaker has endorsed the 

certificates on the Bill entitled ‘Value Added Tax (Amendment)’ on 14th December 

2022 and the Bill entitled ‘Inland Revenue (Amendment)’ on 19th December 2022.” 

II 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has received a copy of a petition 

filed at the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of 

the Bill entitled ‘Regulation of Election Expenditure’.” 

 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Education presented the 

Annual Report of the National Building Research Organization for the year 2021 and 

moved that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Defence. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Education presented the— 

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 

read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2307/12 of 23rd November 2022;  

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) 

Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 

read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2308/26 of 01st December 2022; and  

(iii) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 29 read with Section 7 of the Foreign 

Exchange Act, No. 12 of  2017 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2308/51 of 02nd December 2022  
 

and moved that those Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3) The Minister of Education presented the Report on the Submission of 

observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on Sri Lanka Social Security Board of the 

Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment in the report of the 

Committee on Public Enterprises which was presented to Parliament and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Committee on Public Enterprises. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (4) The Minister of Education presented the— 

(i) Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Supplementary Support 

Services and Contingent Liabilities Project appearing under Expenditure 

Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period from 

01.11.2022 to 30.11.2022 under Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act,   

No. 30 of 2021; and 

(ii) Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary                 

No. 2313/25 of 03rd January 2023 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the 

powers vested with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential 

Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979  

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 
 

(5) The Minister of Education presented the— 

 (i) Annual Reports of the National Apprentice & Industrial Training Authority 

  for the years 2015, 2018 and 2019;  

 (ii) Annual Reports of the Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission for 

  the years 2017, 2018 and 2019;  

 (iii) Annual Report of the Arthur C Clarke Institute for Modern Technologies 

  for the year 2020; 

 (iv) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of Pali & Buddhist Studies of 

  University of Kelaniya for the year 2020;  

 (v) Annual Report & Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Science of 

  University of Peradeniya for the year 2020; 

 (vi) Annual Report of the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka for the year 2020;  

 (vii) Annual Report of the Open University of Sri Lanka for the year 2020; and  

 (viii) Annual Report of the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka for the year 

  2020 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Education. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Education presented the Report on the submission of 

observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on the Office of the Leader of the House of 

Parliament in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to 

Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(7) The Minister of Education presented the— 

(i) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1) read with 

Section 21 and Section 139 of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 on the 

recommendation of the University Grants Commission with regard to the 

establishment of Departments of Scientific Computing, Information Systems 

Engineering and Informatics, and Knowledge Engineering and 

Communication of the Faculty of Computing of the University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka and published in the Gazette Extraordinary    

No. 2285/09 of 22nd June 2022;  
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 (ii) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1) read with 

Section 21 and Section 139 of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 on the 

recommendation of the University Grants Commission with regard to the 

establishment of a Department of Facilities Management of the Faculty of 

Architecture of the University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka and published in 

the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2290/30 of 28th July 2022;   

(iii) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 25A of the 

Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the Bachelor of Science 

Honours in Computer Science, Software Engineering and Information 

Technology Degrees awarded by Seagis Campus (Pvt) Limited and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2268/88 of 25th February 2022;  

(iv) Orders made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1)(b) read 

with Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to 

the Bachelor of Science Honours in Chemical Science Degree awarded by 

Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon, Bachelor of  Business Management Degree 

awarded by Esoft Metro Campus (Private) Limited, Bachelor of Science 

Honours in Computer Science and Bachelor of Education Honours in 

Information Technology Degrees, awarded by Sri Lanka Institute of 

Information Technology (Guarantee) Limited, Bachelor of Arts in English 

Degree awarded by Seagis Campus (Pvt) Limited and an Amendment to 

the abbreviation for Degrees awarded by the said Institute, and published 

in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2293/25 of 17th August 2022;  

(v) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1)(b) read with 

Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the 

Doctor of Philosophy in Management Degree awarded by National School 

of Business Management Limited and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2294/52 of 25th August 2022;  

(vi) Order made by the Minister of Education under Section 25A of the 

Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the Bachelor of Science in 

Fashion Merchandise Management and Bachelor of Applied Information 

Technology Degrees awarded by SLT Campus (Private) Limited and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2296/08 of 07th September 

2022;  

(vii) Orders made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1)(b) read 

with Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to 

the Bachelor of Science Honours in Software Engineering Degree awarded 

by Benedict XVI Catholic Institute of Higher Education (Private) Limited, 

Bachelor of  Business Management Honours in Accounting Degree 

awarded by CINEC Campus (Private) Limited, Bachelor of Business 

Management Honours in Tourism and Hospitality Management Degree 

awarded by Seagis Campus (Pvt) Limited, and Bachelor of Science 

Honours in Information Technology Degree awarded by Nagananda 

International Institute for Buddhist Studies (Pvt) Limited (NIIBS), and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2301/19 of 10th October 2022; 

and 
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 (viii) Orders made by the Minister of Education under Section 27(1)(b) read with 

Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to the 

Bachelor of Applied Accounting Honours and Bachelor of Applied 

Accounting Degrees awarded by Institute of Charted Accountants of Sri 

Lanka (ICASL), Bachelor of Science Honours in Software Engineering 

Degree awarded by International College of Business and Technology 

Limited, Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Systems Engineering 

and Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration Degrees awarded by 

Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology (Guarantee) Limited, and 

Bachelor of Management Honours in Business Analytics and Bachelor of 

Management Honours in Applied Economics Degrees awarded by National 

School of Business Management Limited, and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2302/17 of 19th October 2022. 

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 
 

(8) The Minister of Education presented the— 

(i) Annual Reports of the Hotel Developers (Lanka) PLC for the years 2017 

and 2018; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the National Housing Development Authority for the 

year 2018 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Urban Development and Housing. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(9) The Minister of Education presented the Report on the Submission of 

observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament 

with regard to the matters mentioned on the Office of the Chief Government Whip of 

Parliament in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to 

Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(10) The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation presented the— 

(i) Annual Report of the Ceylon Shipping Corporation Limited for the year 

2019/2020; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority for the year 2021 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Ports, Shipping and Aviation. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(11) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Selacine 

Television Institute for the year 2019 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (12) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka 

Transport Board for the year 2019 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport and Highways. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(13) The Minister of Health and Minister of Water Supply presented the Annual 

Report of the Water Resources Board for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Water Supply. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(14) The Minister of Health and Minister of Water Supply presented the 

Performance Report of the Department of Ayurveda for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(15) The Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Wildlife Conservation presented 

the— 

(i) Annual Report of the Colombo Commercial Fertilizers Ltd for the year 

2019/2020;  

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy 

for the year 2020; and  

(iii) Annual Report of the National Institute of Post Harvest Management for 

the year 2020 

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Agriculture.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(16) The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented 

the Annual Report of the Superior Courts Complex Board of Management for the year 

2021 and moved that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(17) The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented 

the— 

(i) Performance Report of the Attorney General’s Department for the year 

2021; and 

(ii) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Community Based 

Corrections for the year 2021.  

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table. 

 

(18) The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries presented 

the— 

(i) Annual Report of the National Institute of Plantation Management for the 

year 2020; 
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 (ii) Regulations made by the Sri Lanka Tea Board and approved by the 

Minister of Plantation under Section 25 read with Section 4 of the Sri 

Lanka Tea Board Law No. 14 of 1975 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2245/29 of 17th September 2021;  

(iii) Regulations made by the Sri Lanka Tea Board and approved by the 

Minister of Plantation under Section 25 of the Sri Lanka Tea Board Law 

No. 14 of 1975 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2248/36 

of 06th October 2021;  

(iv) Regulations made by the Sri Lanka Tea Board and approved by the 

Minister of Plantation under Section 25 read with Sections 4(2)(f) and 8

(1) of the Sri Lanka Tea Board Law No. 14 of 1975 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2248/37 of 06th October 2021;  

(v) Regulations made by the Sri Lanka Tea Board and approved by the 

Minister of Plantation under Section 25 of the Sri Lanka Tea Board Law 

No. 14 of 1975 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2258/14 

of 14th December 2021; and 

(vi) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and 

National Policies under Section 527 read with Section 477 of the 

Companies Act, No. 07 of 2007 and under Section 19 of the Societies 

Ordinance No. 16 of 1891 (Chapter 123) read with the Societies 

(Amendment) Ordinance No. 11 of 2005 and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2303/07 of 25th October 2022 

and moved that the Report and those Regulations be referred to the Ministerial 

Consultative Committee on Plantation Industries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(19) The Minister of Power and Energy presented the Annual Reports of the Lanka 

Coal Company (Pvt) Ltd for the years 2017 and 2020 and moved that those Reports be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power and Energy. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

4. Presentation of Reports under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament :   

(1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial 

Councils and Local Government presented the Report under Standing Order 52(6) of 

the Parliament on the Bill entitled “Local Authorities Elections (Amendment)” of the 

Minister of Housing Construction and Cultural Affairs. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, January 17, 2023. 

 

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government presented the Report under Standing Order 

52(6) of the Parliament on the Bill entitled “Local Authorities Elections (Amendment)” 

of the Minister of Housing Construction and Cultural Affairs. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, January 17, 2023. 
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 5. Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. (Dr .) Wijeyadasa 

Rajapakshe, PC, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prisons 

Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented the Report of the said Committee on 

Recovery of Possession of Premises Given on Lease Bill which was referred to the 

Committee.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

6. Presentation of Public Petitions :    
  

 (1) Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne presented a petition dated 15.11.2022 from     

  Mrs. V. Darshani of Levallon Tea Estate, Pupuressa.  

 (2) Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated 

  31.08.2022 from Mr. D. M. G. Susil Wijesekara of “Sewwandi”,  

  Baddegama Road, Gonapinuwala.  

 (3) Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 28.11.2022 from Mr. G. G. Chamal Sanjeewa of       

   No. 233, Matara Road, Tangalle; and 

  (ii) a petition dated 08.11.2022 from Mrs. U. G. P. Abeyrathna of          

   No. 67/64, Namal Uyana, Niyandagala, Pannipitiya.  

 (4) Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi presented a petition dated        

  05.09.2022 from Mrs. Wickrama Arachchige Piyaseeli of No. 45/B, Aranya 

  Mawatha, Miriswatta, Puwakpitiya, Avissawella Road.  

 (5) Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated 

  17.11.2022 from Mr. Uditha Missaka Jayawardane of No. 08/04, Sirimora 

  Uyana, Moragasmulla, Rajagiriya.  
   

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

7. Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating 

Common Carriers and Container Operators (Amendment) : The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation presented,—“Bill 

to amend the Licensing of Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Non-Vessel Operating 

Common Carriers and Container Operators Act, No. 10 of 1972.” 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Friday, January 20, 2023, be 

printed and be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports, Shipping 

and Aviation. 

 

8. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— 

That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday,                  

January 17th, 2023.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 9. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. (Prof.) Char itha Herath seconded by              

Hon. Gamini Waleboda moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following  

Bill:— 

“Bill to incorporate the Association of Professional Bankers-Sri Lanka.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed. 

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister 

of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies for report. 
 

10.   Recovery of Possession of Premises Given on Lease Bill : Order  for  Second 

Reading read. 

The Minister of Education on behalf of the Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

  

(At 1.14 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,—That Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini 

Amarasuriya do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.09 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya took the Chair.) 
 

The Minister of Health and Minister of Water Supply moved,— That Hon. Velu 

Kumar  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.57 p.m. Hon. Velu Kumar took the Chair.) 

(At 4.07 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time.  
 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 4 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 5 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 14 in page 3 and substitute the following:— 

 “(i) is properly executed and the stamp fees are duly paid as”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 6 to 17 were agreed to. 
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 Clause 18 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 13 in page 13 and substitute the following:— 

 “returned to the relevant party after such examination.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 19 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 20 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 14 in page 14 and substitute the following:— 

 “and conditions of settlement. Where the defendant acts in breach 

 of such terms and conditions, the plaintiff ”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 21 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 22 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 3 in page 15 and substitute the following:— 

 “shall not be stayed except as provided for in subsection (4) of 

  this section and subsection (2) of section 20.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 23 and 24 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 25 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 7 in page 18 and substitute the following:— 

“may prefer an appeal in terms of the provisions of subsection (1) of 

  section”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 26 to 30 were agreed to. 
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 Clause 31 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 7 to 11 (both inclusive) in page 21 and substitute the 

following:— 

“shall be entitled to commence proceedings for the recovery of the 

possession of the premises and the arrears of lease rentals, service 

charges and liquidated damages under this Act.”. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clauses 32 to 37 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 38 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 29 in page 23 and substitute the following:— 

 “ “lessee” means a person who acquires ”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 1 in page 24 and substitute the following:— 

 “ “lessor” means a person who transfers”. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to insert the following immediately after line 6 in page 24:— 

“ “Minister” means the Minister assigned the subject of Justice;”. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 39 was agreed to. 

First, Second and Third Schedules were agreed to. 

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 
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 11. Adjournment (Mechanism to Address Coordination and Legislative Issues 

Relating to Agriculture) : The Minister  of Justice, Pr isons Affair s and 

Constitutional Reforms moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 4.50 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy 

Speaker until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, pursuant to the Resolution of 

Parliament this day.  

 

 

 


