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1.

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following

announcement.—

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received two copies of Petitions filed at

the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill

entitled ‘Bureau of Rehabilitation’, in addition to the receipt of Petitions mentioned in
the announcement made by me on 03™ October 2022.”

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speakerpresented the—

(i) Ninth Installment — Part XXII of the Report of the Auditor—General for the
Financial Year 2016;

(ii)) Ninth Installment — Part XXVII of the Report of the Auditor—General for
the Financial Year 2017,

(iii)) Second Installment — Parts XXXVIII, XXXIX, XL, XLI and XLII of the
Report of the Auditor—General for the Financial Year 2018;

(iv) Ninth Installment — Parts XXX and XXXI of the Report of the Auditor—
General for the Financial Year 2019;
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(v) Second Installment — Parts XXXII, XXXIII and XXXIV and Third
Installment — Part XVII and Ninth Installment — Parts XXII and XXIII of
the Report of the Auditor—General for the Financial Year 2020; and

(vi) Second Installment — Parts I, II, III, IV and V, Third Installment — Parts I
and IT and Ninth Installment — Part II of the Report of the Auditor—General
for the Financial Year 2021

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Reports do liec upon the Table and to be printed.

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the—

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Sri Lanka Coast Guard
for the year 2021;

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Delimitation Commission for the year
2021; and

(iii) Performance Report of the Presidential Secretariat for the year 2021.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Report of the National Institute
of Library and Information Sciences of the University of Colombo for the year 2020
and moved that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on
Education.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual
Performance Report of the Department of Government Factory for the year 2021.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(5) The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries presented the
Report on the Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing
Order 120(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Coconut
Development Authority, Coconut Cultivation Board and Coconut Research Institute of
the Ministry of Plantation in the report of the Committee on Public Enterprises which
was presented to Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on
Public Enterprises.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual
Performance Reports and Accounts of the National Intellectual Property Office of Sri
Lanka for the years 2017, 2018 and 2019.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table.
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3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran,
Member of the Committee on behalf of Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the
Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the said Committee on the
Special Audit Report Regarding the Evaluation of the Procurement Process
Implemented for the Purchase of Coal Required for the Period 2022-2025 for the
Norochchola Coal Plant which was referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(2) Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran, Member of the Committee on behalf of Hon. (Dr.)
Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the
said Committee on the —

(i)  Order Under the Strategic Development Project Act, No. 14 of 2008;
(i) Order Under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act No. 13 of 1989; and
(iii) Regulations under the Imports and Exports Control Act No. 1 of 1969

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :
(1) Hon. Jayantha Ketagoda presented —
(1) a petition dated 25.08.2022 from Mr. G. E. G. Perera of No. 23/30,
Egodawatta Road, Wewa Road, Boralesgamuwa;
(il)) a petition dated 25.08.2022 from Mr. G. S. Abeywickrama of
No. 88/4, U. E. Perera Mawatha, Rajagiriya; and
(iii) a petition dated 25.08.2022 from Mr. L. A. Janapriya Silva of
No. 52/38/A, Pepiliyana Road, Nedimala, Dehiwala.
(2) Hon. Shan Vijayalal De Silva presented —
(i) a petition dated 26.07.2022 from Mrs. Ajantha Malkanthi Jayasundara
of No. 47A, Kongahagoda, Gonapinuwala; and
(i) a petition dated 26.07.2022 from Mr. S. W. C. Mohotti of No. 47A,
Kongahagoda, Gonapinuwala.
(3) Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha presented a petition dated 21.08.2022
from Mr. R. A. Ranasinghe of No. 62/106, Kadapela, Iskolawatta, Nittambu
Road, Kirindiwela.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Order under the Strategic Development Projects Act : The Minister of
Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home
Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order made by
the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under
Section 3(4) of the Strategic Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 relating to HCL
Technologies Lanka (Private) Limited and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2291/25 of 03™August 2022, which was presented on 20.09.2022, be approved.
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The Minister of Plantation Industries and Minister of Industries moved,—That
Hon. Imran Maharoof do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 11.41 a.m. Hon. Imran Maharoof took the Chair.)

(At 1.15 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation moved,—That Hon. Samanpriya
Herath do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 2.10 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.)
(At 3.20 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Order under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act : The Minister of Education
on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs,
Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,— That the Order made by the
Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies under Section 3 of
the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2290/19 of 27™ July 2022, which was
presented on 20.09.2022, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.1) : The
Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—
That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of
1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6
and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2294/29 of
23" August 2022, which were presented on 22.09.2022, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Regulations under the Imports and Exports (Control) Act (No.2) : The
Minister of Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—
That the Regulations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and
National Policies under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of
1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6
and 14 of the aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2294/30 of
23" August 2022, which were presented on 22.09.2022, be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.



(10) M. No. 19

9. Select Committee of Parliament to study the practical problems and
difficulties that have arisen in relation to enhancing the rank in the Ease of Doing
Business Index in Sri Lanka and make its proposals and recommendations :
Hon. Madhura Withanage seconded by Hon. Isuru Dodangoda moved,— Whereas the
ranking of Sri Lanka in the Ease of Doing Business Index managed by the World Bank
has come down during the recent times;

Whereas enhancing that rank will help attracting foreign investments to this country
and encouraging large-scale and small & medium-scale enterprises in the local public
and private sector as well as youth entrepreneurship;

Whereas it will make a tremendous contribution in relation to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals that are expected to be achieved in 2030;

Whereas fetching of investments for the business opportunities existing in the fields
already identified, viz. renewable energy, agro-production, health services, waste
management, information technology & software and tourist hotels will mainly pave
way to combat poverty, to bring about food security, ensure a quality health status,
create clean sources of energy and to advance the economy while directing towards a
sustainable pattern of consumption will give opportunity to create a quality
environment;

Whereas it has been identified that various difficulties have to be faced in enhancing
the Ease of Doing Business Index; and

Whereas our country remains ranked very low according to the many international
indicators that measure the efficiency of the public sector, productivity and social &
living standard and the country’s image has been greatly blemished because of that.

This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to
conduct a comprehensive study in that regard and present its proposals and
recommendations to develop a national policy promptly.

2. (a) that the Chair and Member of the Committee and shall be appointed by the
Speaker; and

(b) the Committee shall not consists of more than twelve (12) Members, in
terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101.
3. The Committee shall have the power to—
(a) fix its quorum;
(b) summon any person to appear before it, to order to produce any

document or record, to direct to submit any leaflet, a book, a report or a
document at his disposal;

(c) hold a meeting at any location within the country outside Parliament;
(d) obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to
assist the Committee; and
(e) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any
adjournment or prorogation of Parliament.
4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of six months
(06) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period as Parliament
may grant.

Question put, and agreed to.
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10. Adjournment : The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,—

That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 4.08 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy
Speaker until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 05, 2022.



