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Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of
Parliament

Mr. Tikiri K. Jayathilake, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker
announcement:—
“Honourable Members, First of all, I would like to draw your special attention
to the fact that today's parliamentary session will be remembered as a historic day for all
of us as people's representatives elected to the legislature. At this special juncture, not

The Speaker made the following

only all of us as Members of Parliament, but also our entire country and the whole
world are undoubtedly paying more attention than usual to what is happening in

Parliament today.



(8) M. No. 47

In terms of Article 40 (1) (b) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka and Standing Order 7 of the Parliament, in the event of the
election of a President, the Parliament shall hold a secret ballot using ballot papers
following the Presidential Elections (Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 1981 setting out
procedure for today, thus, I emphatically state that all the Members of Parliament
should stay in their seats with great restraint and act as an exemplary Parliament until all
the business is successfully completed.

Honourable Members, in accordance with the Constitution, it is requested to
properly understand the secret ballot and not to show your vote and ballot paper to
anyone else, to give maximum support till the end without hindrance in accordance with
the law, and to refrain from bringing any mobile phone to the polling station. It must
also be said that disclosing your vote or ballot paper or taking a photo of your ballot
paper using your mobile phone is also against the pledge you gave before Parliament
under Article 63 of the Constitution. Also, I further inform that there is no opportunity
in the House to debate or raise questions of rules or question in any other way in
relation to the procedure of polling. I intend to draw the attention of all of you, both the
Government and the Opposition, that you should behave in Parliament today in
accordance with the Constitution, Standing Orders and the provisions of the relevant
Act.

Finally, in accordance with the provisions of the relevant Act, I request that the
Secretary-General of Parliament as the returning officer conducts the polling process
today in the election of the succeeding President by Parliament, so that you are hereby
requested to provide fullest cooperation by adhering to the instructions and directions
that will be given by the Secretary-General of Parliament.

I would also like to inform this House that the Secretary-General of
Parliament, as the returning officer, will call the necessary staff members to the
Chamber to conduct the polling process today.

Voting Procedure for Election of the President will be explained by the
Secretary-General of Parliament now.”

Accordingly, the Secretary-General of Parliament made the following
announcement:—

“Honourable Members, I would like to draw your kind attention to a few
important matters before commencing the voting for the election of a certain Member of
Parliament from among the Members who have submitted their nominations for the
currently vacant office of President.

Before voting commences, the empty ballot box will be shown to the Members and
locked and sealed by me.

When voting commences, the name of each Member including the Honorable
Speaker will be called out in the order of the names of the division list prepared
according to the Standing Orders of the Parliament by the Chief of Staff and Deputy
Secretary General of Parliament who was nominated by me.
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When the Member's name is called, I shall place the signature on the back of
the ballot paper with my initials in the presence of the Member and the ballot paper
will be given to the relevant Member.

The Member should then proceed to the cubicle provided in the Chamber and
mark his/her ballot paper correctly.

Honourable Members, it is mandatory to mark the number ‘1’ in the square
opposite the name of the preferred candidate in the ballot paper. I mention that if any
mark other than the number 1, a cross or a right mark or any other mark is applied, the
ballot paper will become an invalid ballot paper.

In addition, the numbers 2, 3 etc. can be marked in the ballot paper in the
order of preference of the respective Member in the square opposite the name of the
other candidates.

Honourable Members, I would also like to inform you as per the provisions of
the Act on how a ballot paper marked by a Member shall be invalid.

A ballot paper on which anything has been written or marked by
which the Member can be identified;

A ballot paper which does not bare my short signature as Returning
Officer;

A ballot paper on which the figure ‘1’ is not marked;

A ballot paper on which the figurer ‘1’ is marked opposite the name
of more than one candidate; and

A ballot paper which is unmarked or void for uncertainity.

I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that the ballot paper will be
canceled in the above cases.

Accordingly, I would like to remind you once again that the number ‘1’ is
mandatory on the ballot paper and you may mark the numbers 2, 3 etc. in the order of
your preference, and in addition, I would like to emphasize that you should not mark or
write anything else on the ballot paper.

If so, Honourable Members, we will start the voting by following the
instructions given to you as the returning officer.

At the time of voting, I kindly request you to maintain silence in the Chamber
and give your fullest cooperation in counting the votes. Furthermore, I would like to
emphasize that since this ballot is completely a secret ballot conducted under the
Constitution and relevant laws, displaying the ballot paper or taking photos of the
ballot paper is an offense in violation of the Constitution.

Then, Honourable members, let's start the voting now. Traditionally, the
quorum bell will now be rung for 5 minutes to summon the members to the Chamber.”

2. Holding of the Election to elect the President in terms of the Presidential
Elections (Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 1981.
In terms of the provisions of the Presidential Elections (Special Provisions)
Act, No. 2 of 1981, the House engaged in holding the election for the purpose of
election of a President.
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Upon counting of votes, the Secretary-General of Parliament declared the
following result of the election held using the ballot papers:—

“In terms of the provisions of the Presidential Elections (Special Provisions)
Act, No. 2 of 1981, the counting of votes has been completed in relation to the election
conducted by Parliament for the election of a President. Accordingly, the results of the
poll is now declared by me.”

Total number of votes cast 223
Number of abstentions 2
Number of valid votes cast 219
Number of rejected votes 4

The respective number of votes received by the three candidates who competed for the
office of President are as follows:—

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma  The number of votes received - 82
Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe The number of votes received - 134
Hon. Anura Dissanayake The number of votes received - 3

The Secretary-General of Parliament declared that Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe has
been duly elected by Parliament by an absolute majority as the Eighth Executive
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, in terms of the provisions
of the Presidential Elections (Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 1981.

3. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 1) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament,
the Parliament shall sit on Wednesday, July 27", 2022.

Question put, and agreed to.

4. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 2) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 19" January 2022, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on Wednesday, July 27", 2022 shall be 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.. At 4.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

5. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 3) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.00 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 27", 2022.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Adjournment : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourned.

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 1.36 p.m. adjourned by the Speaker
until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
this day.



