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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme 

Court in respect of the Bill entitled ‘Twenty First Amendment to the Constitution’ 

which was challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the 

Constitution. 

The Supreme Court has made the following Determination:— 

(i) Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28 and 36 of the 

Bill contain provisions inconsistent with Article 3 read together with Article 4

(b) of the Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special majority 

required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a 

Referendum by virtue of Article 83; 

(ii) Clauses 2, 3 and 4 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 3 read together with 

Article 4(e) of the Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special 

majority required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a 

Referendum by virtue of Article 83; 

(iii) Clause 14 of the Bill as it presently stands is inconsistent with Article 3 read 

together with Article 4(b) and as such may be enacted only by the special 

majority required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a  

Referendum by virtue of Article 83.  
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        However, the necessity for a Referendum will cease if the proposed 

Article 41A(1) provides for the President to appoint one person as a member of 

the Council as his nominee and if the proposed Article 41A (6) is suitably 

amended to remove the deeming provision set out therein; 

(iv) Clause 19 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 3 read together with Article 4

(b) of the Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special majority 

required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a 

Referendum by virtue of Article 83; 

(v) Clause 30(a) of the Bill seeks to limit the judicial power of the people, and 

therefore is inconsistent with Article 3 read together with Articles 4(c) and 4(e) 

of the Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special majority 

required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a 

Referendum by virtue of Article 83; 

(vi) Clause 39 of the Bill in so far as it seeks to repeal Article 129(1) of the 

Constitution is inconsistent with Article 3 read together with Article 4(c) of the 

Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special majority required 

by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a Referendum by 

virtue of Article 83;  

(vii) Clause 43 of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles 2 and 3 read together with 

Article 4(b) of the Constitution and as such may be enacted only by the special 

majority required by Article 84(2) and upon being approved by the People at a 

Referendum by virtue of Article 83; and 

(viii) Clause 51 of the Bill seeks inter alia to introduce Chapter XIX-C titled 

National Security Council of which the Prime Minister is to be the 

Chairperson. Proposed Articles 156J (1) and 156J (2) are inconsistent with 

Articles 1, 2 and 3 read together with Article 4(b) of the Constitution and as 

such may be enacted only by the special majority required by Article 84(2) and 

upon being approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of Article 83: 

  However, such inconsistency would cease if the proposed Articles 

156J (1) and 156J (2) are amended to change the composition of the proposed 

National Security Council and make the President, the Chairperson of the 

proposed Council. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 

 

II 

“I wish to inform that in term of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the certificate on the 

Bill entitled ‘Sri Lanka Electricity (Amendment)’ on 15th June 2022.” 
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Speaker  presented the Tenth Instalment – 

Part III of the Special Report of the Auditor-General on Procedures taken to avoid the 

Shortage of Pharmaceuticals in Government Hospitals by 13 May 2022 in terms of 

Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 
 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 

 

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the—  

(i) Performance Report of the Department of Public Finance for the year 

2021; 

(ii) Annual Performance Report of the Public Service Commission for the 

year 2021; and 

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Finance Commission for the year 2021 

 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table. 

 

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the—  

(i) Orders made by the Minister of Trade under Section 14 of the Sri Lanka 

Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 relating to CESS Levy and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2270/59 of 10th March 2022; 

(ii) Order made by the President under Section 14 of the Sri Lanka Export 

Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 relating to CESS Levy and published 

in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2280/32 of 18th May 2022; 

(iii) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Sections 2 and 5 of the 

Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special 

Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2269/48 of 03rd March 2022; 

(iv) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 2 of the Special 

Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2269/56 of 03rd 

March 2022; 

(v) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 2 of the Special 

Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2270/19 of 09th 

March 2022; 

(vi) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 5 of the Special 

Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2273/01 of 28th 

March 2022; 

(vii) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 2 of the Special 

Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity 

Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2275/02 of 13th 

April 2022; 
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 (viii) Order made by the President under Section 2 of the Special Commodity 

Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007, relating to Special Commodity Levy and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2280/31 of 18th May 2022; 

and 

(ix) Resolution under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) 

relating to Import Duties.  

  (Gazette Extraordinary No. 2270/20 of 09th March 2022)   

and moved that those Orders and the Resolution be referred to the Committee on 

Public Finance.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4)   The Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs,  Provincial Councils and 

Local Government presented the Annual Performance Report of the Office of the 

Leader of the House of Parliament for the year 2021.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(5)   The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation under Section 117 read with 

Sections 66 and 69 of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 2010 and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2078/22 of 03rd July 2018 and the Gazette Extraordinary    

No. 2283/05 of 06th June 2022 prepared by the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation 

under Section 117 read with Sections 66 and 69 of the Civil Aviation Act, No. 14 of 

2010 for correcting the typographical errors in the said first Gazette and moved that 

those Regulations be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports, 

Shipping and Aviation. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(6)  The Minister of Transport and Highways and Minister of Mass Media presented 

the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation for the year 2018 and 

moved that the Report be referred to Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass 

Media.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(7)  The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the—  

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Department of National Museums for 

the year 2021; and 

(ii) Annual Performance Report of the Department of Christian Religious 

Affairs for the year 2021. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table. 
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 3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. (Dr .) Wijeyadasa 

Rajapakshe, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prison Affairs 

and Constitutional Reforms presented the Report of the said Committee on— 

(i) Code of Criminal Procedure Act No. 15 of 1979 (Amendment) Bill; 

(ii) Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill; 

(iii) Annual Report of the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka for the year 

2018; 

(iv) Annual Report of the Superior Courts Complex Board of Management for 

the year 2020; and 

(v) Annual Report of the Office on Missing Persons for the year 2018 

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(2) Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on Labour and Foreign Employment presented the Report of the said Committee on 

Industrial Disputes (Special Provisions) Bill, which was referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(3) Hon. Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance  

presented the Report of the said Committee on the Use of Glyphosate on Plantation 

Crops in Sri Lanka which was referred to the Committee.     

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    
 

 Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 20.12.2021 from Mr. G. K. N. M. Wijesingha of      

   No. 11/1/1, Sri Wajiragnana Mawatha, Colombo 10; 

  (ii) a petition dated 28.02.2022 from Mr. L. P. R. S. Wijethunga of         

   Ambagala Road, Samagi Place, Warakapola; 

  (iii) a petition dated 06.02.2022 from Mr. M. Wilmet Perera of         

   Kotuwegedara, Wee-Oya, Yatiyantota; and 

  (iv) a petition dated 07.03.2022 from Mrs. M. S. Ummu Suhaira of        

   No. 169/1, Napawala, Avissawella.  
  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

5. Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) : The Minister  of Justice, Pr ison 

Affairs and Constitutional Reforms presented,—“Bill to amend the Code of Criminal 

Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979.” 
 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Monday, July 04, 2022, be printed 

and be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice, Prison Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms. 
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 6. Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 
 

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

  
Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to insert the following immediately after line 10 in page 2:— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 3 was agreed to. 

“Transitional 
Provisions 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 of 
this Act, and the provisions of the Evidence Ordinance, in 
any case or appeal pending on the date of coming into 
operation of this Act - 

 
(a) (i) if the opposing party does not object or has 

 not objected to it being received as evidence 
 on the deed or document being tendered in 
 evidence; or 

 
  (ii) if the opposing party has objected to it 

  being received as evidence on the deed or 
  document being tendered in evidence but 
  not objected at the close of a case when 
  such document is read in evidence, 

  
  the court shall admit such deed or document as 

evidence without requiring further proof; 
 
(b) if the opposing party objects or has objected to it 
 being received as evidence the court may decide 
 whether it is necessary or it was necessary as the 
 case may be, to adduce formal proof of the 
 execution or genuineness of any such deed or 
 document considering the merits of the 
 objections taken with regard to the execution or 
 genuineness of such deed or document.”. 
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 Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

7. Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) : Order for Second Reading read. 
 

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 4 were agreed to. 

  

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

  

8. Industrial Disputes (Special Provisions) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading 

read. 

 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment moved,—  That the Bill be now 

read a second time. 

(At 12.22 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 



        ( 13 ) M. No. 40 

 Hon. (Dr.) Nalaka Godahewa seconded by Hon. Jayarathna Herath moved,—That 

Hon. Shantha Bandara do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.58 p.m. Hon. Shantha Bandara took the Chair.) 

 

Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene seconded by Hon. Asanka Navarathna moved,—

That Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.15 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan took the Chair.) 

(At 3.25 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

  

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment moved,—  That the Bill be 

referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

  
 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed an amendment to leave 

out lines 8 to 11 (both inclusive) in page 1 and substitute the following:— 

  “2. (1) Every labour tribunal established under section 31A of the 

 Industrial Disputes Act (Chapter 131) shall, in addition to the powers and 

 duties conferred by written law, exercise the powers conferred upon a 

 Magistrate”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed another amendment to 

leave out line 17 in page 1 and substitute the following:— 

 “Commissioner or implementation of the provisions incidental 

hitherto of the ”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed another amendment to 

leave out lines 20 and 21 in page 1 and substitute the following:— 

 “(2) For the purposes of this Act, the jurisdiction of a labour 

tribunal as mentioned above shall, subject to the provisions”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed another amendment to 

leave out line 1 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

 “(3) The jurisdiction of a labour tribunal”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed another amendment to 

leave out line 7 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

 “ the Magistrate’s Court shall continue to exercise such other 

powers other than the powers under subsection (1) of this section”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed an amendment to leave 

out lines 11 and 12 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

 “3. (1) The President of a labour tribunal specified in Column 

I of Schedule II shall have the power”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed another amendment to 

insert the following immediately after line 21 in page 2:— 

 “(2) There shall be a duly appointed Registrar and an 

incidental staff for the purpose implementing the functions specified 

under subsection (1) of section 2 of this Act”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Clause 4 was agreed to. 

 

Schedule I 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed an amendment to leave 

out item 49 of the Schedule I in page 5. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Schedule as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Schedule II was agreed to. 
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 Enacting Clause  

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed an amendment to leave 

out lines 1 and 2, in page 5 and substitute the following:— 

  “BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist 

 Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:—” 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Enacting Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed 

to. 

 

Long Title 

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment proposed an amendment to leave 

out the long title and substitute the following:— 
 

“AN ACT TO MAKE SPECIAL PROVISIONS TO EMPOWER THE 

  LABOUR TRIBUNALS TO HEAR, TRY, DETERMINE AND 

  DISPOSE OF ALL ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AND  

  PROSECUTIONS  UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SPECIFIED 

  ENACTMENTS AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED             

  THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.”. 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Long Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Labour and Foreign Employment moved,— That the Bill, as 

amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

9. Adjournment (Removal of Obstacles to Education during Crisis Situation) : 

The Minister of Urban Development and Housing moved,— That this Parliament do 

now adjourned. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

 

The Minister of Education moved,—That Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.38 p.m. Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.05 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22, 2022. 


