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Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithraarachchi
Hon. Vadivel Suresh
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Mr. Tikiri K. Jayathilake, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

1. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Highways presented the
Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2272/09 of 21*
March 2022 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested with the President in
terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 1979.

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Minister of Highways presented present the—

(@

(i)

Notification made by the Minister of Finance under Section 32 read with
Sections 8 and 30 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) amended,
regarding Security Features and Security Features Management System,
and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2249/50 of 16" October
2021

(Excise Notification No. 10/2021);

Notification made by the Minister of Finance under Section 25 read with
Section 32 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) amended from time to
time, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2260/78 of 01%
January 2022

(Excise Notification No. 01/2022);

(ii1) Notification made by the Minister of Finance under Section 25 read with

Section 32 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) amended from time to
time, regarding Annual Liquor License Fees, and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2260/79 of 01* January 2022

(Excise Notification No. 02/2022);
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(iv) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3(3) of the Ports and
Airports Development Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2261/58 of 06" January 2022; and
(v) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3(3) of the Ports and
Airports Development Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2262/19 of 11™ January 2022
and moved that those Notifications and Orders be referred to the Committee on
Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Superior Courts
Complex Board of Management for the year 2020 and moved that the Report be
referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice.

Question put, and agreed to.

2. Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. Anura Priyadarshana
Yapa, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the said
Committee on—

(1) Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill; and
(i) Resolution under the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :

(1) Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage presented —

(1) a petition dated 21.01.2022 from Ms. A. M. Dilrukshi of Dostarawatta,
9 Ela, Minneriya;

(i) a petition dated 21.01.2022 from Mr. B. A. M. Bandu Pradeep
Athauda of C/O Ms. A. M. Dilrukshi, Dostarawatta, 9 Ela, Minneriya;
and

(iii) a petition dated 14.12.2021 from Mr. D. M. Upul Bandara Disanayeka
of No. 8/A, Gangoda, Bulukandegoda, Pilimathalawa.

(2) Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan presented a petition dated 26.10.2021 from

Mr. S. Nagarasa of No. 12, 2/2 Collingswood Place, Colombo 06.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

4. Animal Welfare : The Minister of Agriculture presented,—“Bill to provide
for Animal Welfare and to prevent cruelty to Animals; to repeal the prevention of
cruelty to Animals ordinance (chapter 475); and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, April 05, 2022, be
printed and be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture.
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5. Select Committee of Parliament to identify appropriate reforms of the
election laws and the electoral system and to recommend necessary amendments :
The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That the time period granted to the Select Committee of Parliament to identify
appropriate reforms of the election laws and the electoral system and to recommend
necessary amendments as specified in the Resolution passed by Parliament on 05™ April
2021 be extended up to 31% May 2022 in terms of Standing Order 102 of the Parliament
as the Committee needs further time to report its observations to Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Rohana Bandara seconded by
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following
Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the Dr. S. S. Gunawardana Indigenous Ayurveda Development
Foundation.”
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister
of Health for report.

7. Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That the
Bill be now read a second time.

(At 11.28 a.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

Hon. Nalin Fernando seconded by Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe moved,—That
Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 1.30 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene took the Chair.)

The Minister of Energy moved,—That Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 2.30 p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara took the Chair.)

The Minister of Public Security moved,—That Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.33 p.m. Hon. Ajith Rajapakse took the Chair.)
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.
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The Minister of Highways moved,— That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the
whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)

The Presiding Member took the Chair.

Clauses 1 and 2 were agreed to.

Clause 3

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed an
amendment to leave out lines 19 to 21 (both inclusive) in page 1 and substitute the
following:—

“hereby amended in paragraph (a) of PART II thereof as follows:-
(1) by the substitution in item (xxxi) of that”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed another
amendment to leave out line 1 in page 2 and substitute the following:—

“(2) by the addition immediately after item (xxxi)”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed another
amendment to leave out lines 17 to 35 (both inclusive) in page 2.

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed another
amendment to leave out lines 1 to 37 (both inclusive) in page 3.

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed another
amendment to leave out lines 1 to 29 (both inclusive) in page 4.

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 4 was agreed to.
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New Clauses

The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Finance proposed to insert
the following new Clauses immediately after line 29 in page 4:—

“Validation 4. Any person who is authorized to collect the Value
Added Tax as provided for in this Act during the period
commencing on or after January 1, 2022, ending on the
date on which the Certificate of the Speaker is endorsed in
respect of this Act, shall be deemed to have acted with
due authority and such collection shall be deemed to have
been, and to be, validly made and such person is hereby
indemnified against all actions, civil or criminal, in
respect of such collection:

Provided that, the aforesaid provisions shall not
affect any decision or order made by any Court or any
proceedings pending in any Court in respect of any tax
collected as provided for in this Act during the said

period.
5. For the avoidance of doubt it is stated that, where
Not to be . o .
deemed asa @ Specified Institution or other person has not paid the tax

defaulter in accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) of
Section 2 of this Act, for any period commencing on
January 1, 2022 and ending on the date of the
commencement of this Act, pays the amount of tax
payable by such institution or person, on or before the
twentieth day of the succeeding month of the date of the
commencement of this Act, such specified Institution or
person shall not be deemed to be a defaulter in terms of
the provisions of the principal enactment.”.

Question that the Clauses be read a second time, put and agreed to.

Question that the Clauses be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Bill reported with Amendments.

The Minister of Highways moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be now read the
third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed.
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8. Resolution under the Inland Revenue Act : The Minister of Highways on
behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That this Parliament resolves, under Section
75(1) of the Inland Revenue Act, No. 24 of 2017 that the Agreement between the
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government of
the Republic of Turkey for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of Tax
Evasion with respect to Taxes on Income entered into on 281 anuary, 2022, which was
presented on 24.02.2022 be approved.

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Adjournment (Granting the Right to Contest Elections to Field Officers) :
The Minister of Highways moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question proposed, and debated.

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.33 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding
Member without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Friday, March 25, 2022.



