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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Messages from the President : The Speaker  read the following message 

received from the President:— 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

       “I wish to inform Parliament that I have received the Determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Special Goods and Services Tax’ which was 

challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court makes the following Determination in terms of Article 120 read 

with 123 of the Constitution:— 

(i) Clauses 2, 3 and 4 of the Bill are jointly and severally inconsistent with 

Article 148 read with Article 76(1) of the Constitution. 

(ii) Clauses 2, 3 and 4 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 3, read with 

Article 4(a) and 4(d) of the Constitution. 

(iii) Clauses 2, 3 and 4 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 12(1), read with 

Article 3 and 4(d) of the Constitution. 

(iv) Clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 152 of the 

Constitution. 

(v) Clause 9(1) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 148 of the Constitution. 

(vi) Clause 9(1) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 149(1) and 150(1) of the 

Constitution.  

(vii) Clauses 11(1) and 11(3) of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 4(c) read 

with Article 3 of the Constitution. 

(viii) The Supreme Court has further stated that in view of the analysis contained 

in this Determination and the foregoing conclusions, and— 

(a) in view of the inseparable nature of Clauses 2, 3, and 4 of the Bill; 

(b) the compelling need to consider such Clauses of the Bill both 

individually and as a whole; 

(c) as it is necessary to view Clauses 2, 3, and 4 of the Bill in 

conjunction with the remaining Clauses of the Bill; and  

(d) the finding arrived at by the Supreme Court in Clauses 2, 3, and 4 of 

the Bill are irremediably inconsistent with Article 3 read with 4(a) 

and 4(d) of the Constitution and Articles 12(1), 76(1) and 148 of the 

Constitution, 

acting in terms of Article 123(2)(c) of this Constitution, this Court holds that the 

‘Special Goods and Services Tax’ Bill requires to be passed as required by Article 84(2) 

of the Constitution, by not less than two-thirds of the whole number of Members of 

Parliament (including those not present) voting in favour thereof and approved by 

people at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83 of the Constitution. 
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 The Court has further stated that since it would be impracticable to suggest clause 

specific amendments to the Clauses of the Bill that have been found to be inconsistent 

with the Constitution as it would fundamentally alter the basic nature and structure of 

the Bill and become inconsistent with the declared objectives of the Bill, the Court 

while exercising discretion conferred on it by the Constitution will refrain from 

determining the manner in which the afore-stated Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5 and 9(1) could be 

amended so as to alter such Clauses to become consistent with the Constitution. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s proceedings of the House.” 

II 

     “I wish to inform that I have under the provisions of Article 79 of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed the certificate 

on the Bill entitled ‘Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund (Amendment)’ 

on 14 February 2022, and on the Bills entitled ‘Code of Criminal Procedure 

(Amendment)’, ‘Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines’, ‘Judicature (Amendment)’,  

‘Civil Procedure Code (Amendment)’ and ‘Provincial Councils (Transfer of Stamp 

Duty) (Amendment)’ on 17 February 2022.” 
 

III 

     “I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of six petitions filed at 

the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill 

entitled ‘Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) (Amendment)’. ” 

 

IV 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Kins Nelson, Member of Parliament, has been 

nominated to serve in the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Wildlife & Forest 

Conservation by the Committee of Selection on 17th February 2022, in terms of 

provisions of Standing Order 127(3) of the Parliament to fill the vacancy occurred due 

to the resignation of the Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, Member of Parliament, 

from the Membership of the said Committee.” 

 

V 

“I wish to inform that the Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, Member of 

Parliament, has been nominated to serve in the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Environment by the Committee of Selection on 17th February 2022, in terms of 

provisions of Standing Order 127(3) of the Parliament to fill the vacancy occurred due 

to the resignation of the Hon. Kins Nelson, Member of Parliament, from the 

Membership of the said Committee.” 

VI 
 

“I wish to inform that I have nominated the following Co-opted Members to 

serve in the Legislative Standing Committee for the consideration of the ‘Sri 

Shakyasinharama Viharastha Karyasadhaka Sanvidanaya (Incorporation) Bill’, in terms 

of Standing Order 113(2) of the Parliament:— 
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 Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka 

Hon. Tissa Attanayake 

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana 

Hon. Sudath Manjula 

Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara 

Hon. B. Y. G. Rathnasekara 

Hon. Gevindu Cumaratunga 

Hon. Lalith Varna Kumara.” 
 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Highways presented the Report 

on the submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) 

of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of 

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs in the report of the Committee on Public 

Accounts which was presented to Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to 

the Committee on Public Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the National Council 

for Road Safety for the year 2017 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Wijaya 

Kumaratunga Memorial Hospital for the year 2019 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report and Statement of 

Accounts of the Sri Lanka Press Council for the year 2019 and moved that the Report 

be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

4. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. Kanaka Herath, Member 

of the Committee on behalf of Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, Chair of the Ministerial 

Consultative Committee on Plantation presented the Report of the said Committee on— 

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Plantation under Section 8 of Rubber 

Replanting Subsidy Act (Chapter 437) and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2241/36 dated 18.08.2021; 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Plantation under Section 9 read with 

Sub sections (4) and (6) of Section 2 of the Licensing of Produce Brokers 

Act No. 9 of 1979 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2222/44 

dated 08.04.2021; 

(iii) Annual Report of the Sugarcane Research Institute for the year 2018; 
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 (iv) Annual Report of the Coconut Development Authority for the year 2019; 

(v) Annual Report of the Coconut Cultivation Board for the year 2019; 

(vi) Annual Report of the Chilaw Plantations Ltd for the year 2019; 

(vii) Annual Report of the Gal-Oya Plantations (Pvt) Limited for the year 

2017/2018; and 

(viii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Tea Board for the year 2019 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) Hon. Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, Member of the Committee on behalf of 

Hon. Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented 

the Report of the said Committee on the Regulations under the Imports and Exports 

(Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

5. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 23.11.2021 from Mr. Liyanage Suranga Perera of    

   No. 272/B/01, Gamunu Mawatha, Walana, Panadura and 13 others; 

   and 

  (ii) a petition dated 14.09.2020 from Mr. S. H. Rathnapala of Omaththa 

   Road, Sandagirikanda, Agalawatta.  

 (2) Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara presented a petition dated        

  28.04.2021 from Mr. D. A. Anil Nishantha Dinarathne of No. 218, Chilaw 

  Road, Wennappuwa.  

 (3) Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi presented a petition dated 15.07.2021 from      

  Mr. Samantha Thushara Galpayage of No. 150/1, Weligampitiya,         

  Pokunuwita.  

 (4) Hon. Mujibur Rahuman presented a petition dated 09.07.2021 from        

  Mr. M. G. Sarath of No. 217/1/4, Kanatta Road, Pelanwatta, Pannipitiya.  

 (5) Hon. Lalith Ellawala presented a petition dated 19.11.2021 from            

  Mrs. M. K. A. Malani Gunawardena of No. 15, Parakrama Mawatha, 

  Kantale.  
   

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions.  

6. Surcharge Tax : The Minister  of Education on behalf of the Minister  of 

Finance presented,—“Bill to provide for the imposition of surcharge tax and for matters 

connected therewith and incidental thereto.” 
 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, March 08, 2022, be 

printed and be referred to the Committee on Public Finance. 
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 7. Regulations under the Licensing of Produce Brokers Act : The Minister  of 

Plantation moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Plantation under 

Section 9 read with Section 2(4),(6) of the Licensing of Produce Brokers Act, No. 9 of 

1979 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2222/44 of 08th April 2021, which 

were presented on 20.01.2022, be approved. 

  

(At 12.05 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.30 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

    The State Minister of Regional Co-operation moved,—That Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila 

Gunawardene do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.27 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Rural Housing and Construction & Building Material 

Industries moved,— That Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.21 p.m. Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Rural Housing and Construction & Building Material 

Industries moved,— That Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.51 p.m. Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara took the Chair.) 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Regulations under the Rubber Replanting Subsidy Act : The Minister  of 

Plantation moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Plantation under 

Section 8 of the Rubber Replanting Subsidy Act (Chapter 437) and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2241/36 of 18th August 2021, which were presented on 

20.01.2022, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9. Adjournment (Control of Dengue Outbreak) : The Minister  of Highways 

moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.19 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 23, 2022.  


