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1.

M. No. 85

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

Announcements by the Speaker :

announcement:—

The Speaker made the following

“I wish to inform that I have under the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed the certificates on the Bills
entitled ‘Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment)’ and ‘Convention Against Torture
and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Amendment)’ on 15
July 2021.”
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2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker presented the—

(1) Fourth Installment — Part XV of the Report of the Auditor—General for the
Financial Year 2018; and

(i) First Installment — Parts XXV and XXVI, Fourth Installment — Part XII and
Sixth Installment — Parts XX, XXI, XXII and XXIII of the Report of the
Auditor—General for the Financial Year 2019

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Reports do liec upon the Table and to be printed.

(2) The Speaker presented the Eighth Installment — Part II of the Special Audit
Report of the Auditor-General on Performance of the Programme for Granting
Concessionary Loans to Small and Medium Scale Rice Millers in terms of Article
154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and to be printed.

(3) The Speaker presented the—

(1) Second Installment — Part XXXII of the Report of the Auditor—General for
the Financial Year 2018; and

(i) Second Installment — Part XXIII and Ninth Installment — Part XVI of the
Report of the Auditor—General for the Financial Year 2019

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed.

(4) The Speaker presented the—

(1) Eighth Installment — Part I1I of the Audit Report of the Auditor-General on
Evaluation of Real Estate Management Assigned to the Public Trustee; and

(i) Audit Report of the Auditor-General on Public Representation Received to
the National Audit Office during the period from 01* August 2019 to 31*
July 2020 and Its Current Situation

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed.

(5) The Minister of Highways presented the—

(i) Annual Reports of the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka for the years 2018
and 2019; and
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(i1) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3(4) of the Strategic
Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2224/2 of 19" April 2021 and amended under Section 3
(4) of the Strategic Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2235/15 of 06™ July 2021.

and moved that those Reports and Order be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Highways presented the Performance Report of the Superior
Court (Judges of the Superior Court) — Head 04 for the year 2019.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(7) The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Minister of Heath presented the
Supplementary Estimate 2021 and moved that the Supplementary Estimate be referred
to the Committee on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(8) The Minister of Highways presented the Performance Report of the State
Ministry of Ornamental Fish, Inland Fish, Prawn Farming, Fishery Harbour
Development, Multiday Fishing Activities and Fish Exports for the year 2020.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(9) The Minister of Trade presented the Annual Report of the National Institute of
Co-operative Development—Polgolla for the year 2017 and moved that the Report be
referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade.

Question put, and agreed to.

(10) The Minister of Wildlife & Forest Conservation presented the Annual Reports
of the State Timber Corporation for the years 2017 and 2018 and moved that those
Reports be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Wildlife & Forest
Conservation.

Question put, and agreed to.

(11) The Minister of Mass Media presented the Annual Report of the Independent
Television Network Ltd for the year 2018 and moved that the Report be referred to the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media.

Question put, and agreed to.

(12) The Minister of Mass Media presented the Performance Report of the
Department of Posts for the year 2020.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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(13) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka
Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA) for the year 2019 and moved that the
Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Services,
Provincial Councils & Local Government.

Question put, and agreed to.

(14) The Minister of Highways presented the Mid — Year Fiscal Position Report of
the Ministry of Finance for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be referred to the
Committee on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(15) The Minister of Highways presented the Performance Report of the State
Ministry of Backward Rural Areas Development and Promotion of Domestic Animal
Husbandry & Minor Economic Crop Cultivation for the year 2020.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(16) The Minister of Ports & Shipping presented the Annual Performance Report of
the State Ministry of Warehouse Facilities, Container Yards, Port Supply Facilities and
Boats & Shipping Industry Development for the year 2020.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(17) The Minister of Justice presented the Performance Report of the Department of
the Registrar of the Supreme Court—Head 234 for the year 2019.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

(18) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the National Youth
Services Council for the year 2017 and moved that the Report be referred to the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Youth & Sports.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Public Petitions :

(1) Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella presented —
(1) a petition dated 05.03.2021 from Mrs. P.G. Ramani Pushpalatha of
No. 49/1, Mahawatta North, Kundasale; and

(i) a petition dated 18.09.2020 from Mr. P. M. Lionel of No. 9/D,
Widuruge Watta, Warapitiya, Kundasale.

(2) Hon. Anupa Pasqual presented a petition dated 01.03.2021 from Ms. A.
Tharika Gimhani of Handapamulla, Meegama, Dharga Town.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.
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4. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Samanpriya Herath seconded by Hon. D.
Weerasingha moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the Milco Milk Producers’ Foundation.”
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister
of Agriculture for report.

5. Vote of No Confidence in the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, Minister of
Energy : The Hon. S. M. Marikkar seconded by the Hon. Kabir Hashim moved,—
Whereas the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, Minister of Energy, has taken action to raise
fuel prices without the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers as stated in writing by the
General Secretary of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, which is the main party
representing the Government, although the Cabinet of Ministers is collectively
responsible and answerable to Parliament in terms of Article 43 (1) of the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka;

And whereas has derogated from the principles guiding the state policy in
contravention of Article 27 (1) of the Constitution and shirked the fundamental duties in
contravention of Article 28 of the Constitution, thereby breaking the oath taken in terms
of Article 53 of the Constitution;

And whereas has not informed Parliament and people of this country of the profit
which the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation and the Government earned by not reducing
prices of petroleum fuels but keeping the prices at a high level since January 2020,
when petroleum prices fell excessively in the world market, up until now;

And whereas has not fulfilled the pledge given to people that the advantage of the
falling prices of petroleum fuels in the world market will be given to people by reducing
the prices of essential goods;

And whereas has not kept to the pledge given not to raise fuel prices within two
years based on such price advantage;

And whereas has failed to inform this Parliament and people what happened to the
Fuel Price Stabilization Fund, claimed to have been established by the Government to
use the advantage of falling prices when oil prices rise;

And whereas has not fulfilled the pledge given to use the profit earned by the
Government when prices were falling to rescue the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation from
its indebtedness to state banks;

And whereas has through the raising of fuel prices, led to the rise of production cost
in all consumer goods parallel to it and the accompanying escalation of inflation,
thereby placing people affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic in further suffering
economically;
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And whereas has led to the possible adverse effects on exports and the overall
economy due to the escalation of production cost;

And whereas has failed to fulfill promises given from time to time by directly and
indirectly contravening the people’s agenda given in being elected to the Government,
the policies of the Government and the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka;

That this Parliament resolves that it has no confidence in the competence of
Hon. Udaya Gammanpila, Minister of Energy to function as a Cabinet Minister any

longer.

(At 12.01 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)
(At 1.30 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Industries moved,— That Hon. Hesha Withanage do take the Chair.
Question put, and agreed to.
(At 2.22 p.m. Hon. Hesha Withanage took the Chair.)

The Minister of Agriculture moved,— That Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran
Rasamanickam do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.15 p.m. Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam took the Chair.)

The Minister of Agriculture moved,— That Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe do
take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 4.23 p.m. Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

And it being 5.30 p.m. the debate stood adjourned; Debate to be resumed on
Tuesday, July 20, 2021.

6. Adjournment : And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the
Presiding Member without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
09™ July, 2021.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 20, 2021.



