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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“I wish to announce Parliament that I have received the Determination of the 

Supreme Court in respect of the Bill titled ‘Finance’ which had been challenged in the 

Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court has examined all the provisions of the Bill and determined upon 

the suggested amendments to Clauses 4(1), 5(1), 5(2), 5(3), 5(4), 5(5), 6(1), 7(1), 12(b) 

13(1), 14 and 20 and deletion of Clause 17 in its entirety being effected, neither the Bill 

nor any of the Clauses are inconsistent with the Constitution. 

In the circumstances, if the aforementioned Clauses of the the Bill are amended as 

mentioned in the Determination of the Supreme Court, the Bill can be passed by a 

simple majority in Parliament. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report 

of today’s Proceedings.” 

 

II 

“I wish to inform that I have under the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed the certificate on the Bill 

entitled ‘National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment)’ on 16th August 2021.” 

 

III 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received a copy of the petition filed at the 

Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Private 

Members’ Bill entitled ‘Human Rights Organization (Incorporation)’ ”.  

 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Speaker  presented the—  

(i) Fourth Installment – Part XV of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2017;  

(ii) First Installment – Parts XXVII and XXVIII, Fourth Installment – Part XIII 

and Sixth Installment – Parts XXIV and XXV of the Report of the Auditor–

General for the Financial Year 2019 

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 

 

(2)  The Speaker presented the— 

(i) Eighth Installment – Part IV of the Special Audit Report of the Auditor-

General on Evaluation on the Efficiency of Wastewater Management in Sri 

Lanka; and 
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 (ii) Eighth Installment – Part V of the Special Audit Report of the Auditor-

General on Progress of Implementation of MARPOL Convention 

Executing in Sri Lanka for Preventing Marine Pollution by Ships 

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 
 

(3) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Performance Report of Sri 

Lanka Customs for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(4) The Minister of Education presented the Order made by the Minister of 

Education under Section 25A of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 with regard to 

Degrees awarded by the Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology (Guarantee) 

Limited and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2216/39 of 27th February 2021. 

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 

 

(5) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Performance Report of the 

Ministry of Fisheries for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(6) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Industrial 

Development Board of Ceylon for the year 2019 and moved that the Report be referred 

to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(7) The Minister of Highways presented the— 

(i) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance under Section 20 of the 

Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 

of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1), 6 and 14 of the 

aforesaid Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2231/16 of 

11th June 2021;  

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance under Section 20 of the 

Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 

of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid 

Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2231/17 of 11 th June 

2021; and 

(iii) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance under Section 20 of the 

Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 

of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987 read with Sections 4(1) and 14 of the aforesaid 

Act and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2231/18 of 11 th June 

2021  

and moved that those Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (8) The Minister of Highways presented the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Agriculture for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : (1) Hon. Anura Pr iyadarshana 

Yapa, Chair of the Committee on Public Finance presented the Report of the said 

Committee on— 

(i) Notification under the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52); 

(ii) Orders under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989; 

(iii) Orders under the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007; 

(iv) Order under the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of 2017; 

(v) Orders under the Ports and Airports Development Levy Act, No. 18 of 

2011; 

(vi) Regulations under the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of 2017; and 

(vii) Resolutions under the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)  

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) Hon. Karunadasa Kodithuwakku, Member of the Committee on behalf of Hon. 

Douglas Devananda, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries 

presented the Report of the said Committee on— 

(i) Annual Report of the Ceylon Fishery Harbours Corporation for the year 

2017; 

(ii) Annual Report & Accounts of the National Aquatic Resources Research 

and Development Agency for the year 2018; and 

(iii) Annual Report of the National Aquaculture Development Authority of Sri 

Lanka for the year 2019 
 

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

 (3) Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Member of the Committee on behalf of Hon. 

Mahinda Amaraweera, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Environment presented the Report of the said Committee on— 

(i) Annual Report of the Central Environmental Authority for the year 2017; 

and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Central Environmental Authority for the year 2018 
 

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

 (4) Hon. M. U. M. Ali Sabry, Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on 

Justice presented the Report of the said Committee on— 

(i) Corona Virus Disease 2019 (Covid – 19)(Temporary Provisions) Bill; 

(ii) Annual Report of the National Authority for Protection of Victims of 

Crime and Witnesses for the year 2018; 
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 (iii) Annual Report of the National Authority for Protection of Victims of 

Crime and Witnesses for the year 2019;  and  

(iv) Annual Report of the Superior Courts Complex Board of Management 

for the year 2019 
 

which were referred to the Committee.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. Tissa Attanayake presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 21.06.2021 from Mrs. L. A. Somalatha Kanthi of     

   No. 213, Ihala Ellewewa, Ellewewa, Polonnaruwa; and 

  (ii) a petition dated 10.05.2021 from Mr. M. Y. M. Sakeer of No. 206/5, 

   Wiswike Road, Mattakkuliya, Colombo 15.  

 (2) Hon. Anura Dissanayaka presented a petition dated 08.06.2021 from      

  Mrs. P. G. A. T. Champika of No. 272/2, Sahabandu Watte, Kavudawatte, 

  Kurunegalle.  

 (3) Hon. Uddika Premarathne presented a petition dated 05.04.2021 from      

  Mr. W. R. Jeewakarathne of Samadi Mawatha, Aluthwatte,       

  Maradankadawala, Horowupothana.  

 (4) Hon. Upul Mahendra Rajapaksha presented a petition dated 07.07.2021 

  from Mr. E. D. Somarathne of No. 142, Rajamaha Vihara Road, Alawala, 

  Veyangoda.  

 (5) Hon. Madhura Withanage presented a petition dated 03.05.2021 from      

  Mr. Priyantha Udaya Kumara of No. 43, 5/1, Peterson Road, Wellawatta, 

  Colombo 06.  

 (6) Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena presented a petition dated 02.07.2021 from 

  Mrs. H. Dammika Pemananda of No. 26, Seethalena Mawatha, Colombo 

  Road, Avissawella.  
 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
  

5.  Sittings of the Parliament (No. 1) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of  Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, 

the Parliament shall sit on Monday, September 06th, 2021.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6.  Sittings of the Parliament (No. 2) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the 

Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 06th October 2020, the hours of 

Sitting of Parliament on Monday, September 06th, 2021 shall be 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 

p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.. At 4.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament 

without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 7. Business of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament    

moved,— That the proceedings on Questions for Oral Answers appearing on the Order 

Paper be exempted at the Sitting of Parliament on Monday, September 06th, 2021 from 

the provisions of the Standing Order 35 of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Committee on Parliamentary Business : The Leader  of the House of 

Parliament moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 115 of the 

Parliament and the Resolution adopted by Parliament on 27th August 2020, the 

Committee on Parliamentary Business shall consist of the Speaker as the Chair, the 

Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Leader of the House of 

Parliament, the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament, the Chief Government Whip, 

the Chief Opposition Whip and Twenty-one (21) other Members to be nominated by the 

Committee of Selection to serve in the First Session of the Ninth Parliament.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9.  Sittings of the Parliament (No. 3) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.00 a.m. on 

Monday, September 06th, 2021. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10.  Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) (Temporary Provisions) Bill : Order  

for Second Reading read. 
 

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

(At 12.13 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

(At 1.30 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Education moved,— That Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.24 p.m. Hon. Ajith Rajapakse took the Chair.) 

 (At 4.03 p.m. the Speaker took the Chair.) 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

  

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the 

whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 
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 Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 8 and 9, in page 2 

and substitute the following:— 

 “period prescribed by law for such purpose and subject to the provisions 

 of section 9, the period within which such person”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 23 and 24, in 

page 2 and substitute the following:— 

 “of the Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Rules, 2020 published in 

 the Gazette”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 3 and 4, in 

page 3 and substitute the following:— 

 “the Constitution within the period of operation of this Act, granting any 

 exclusion of time period as a”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out line 27 in page 3 and 

substitute the following:— 

 “or matter have been concluded before such court of first ”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out line 31, in page 3 

and substitute the following:— 

 “(1) may, by the presiding Judge of the alternative court,”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out line 8, in page 4 

and substitute the following:— 

 “or matter have been concluded before such alternative”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 4 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out line 13, in page 4 and 

substitute the following:— 

 “4.  (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 22 to 24

(both inclusive) in page 4 and substitute the following:— 

“a remote communication technology. 

 (2) The provision of- 
 

  (a) the Supreme Court (Electronic Filing and Urgent Digital Virtual 

   Hearings) (Special Provisions) Rules, 2021 published in the       

   Gazette extraordinary No. 2212/54 of January 29, 2021; 
 

  (b) the Court of Appeal (Electronic Filing and Urgent Digital Virtual 

   Hearings) (Special Provisions) Rules, 2021 published in the      

   Gazette extraordinary No. 2216/8 of February 23,2021; and 
 

  (c) any other Supreme Court Rule or Court of Appeal Rule as may be 

   made under Article 136 of the Constitution within the period of      

   operation of this Act, in relation to conducting of court          

   proceedings using remote communication technology,  
 

 shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to the extent possible, in relation to any 

 action, application, appeal or proceeding conducted before any court of 

 first instance under subsection (1).”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 and 2, in 

page 5. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 5  

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 3 to 6 (both 

inclusive), in page 5.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 6 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 7 to 34 (both 

inclusive), in page 5.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 5 (both 

inclusive), in page 6.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
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 Clause 7 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 6 to 31 (both 

inclusive), in page 6.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 33 (both 

inclusive), in page 7.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 15 (both 

inclusive), in page 8.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 8 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 16 to 21 (both 

inclusive), in page 8.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out line 22, in page 8 

and substitute the following:— 

 “PART IV”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 9 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 24 and 25, in page 

8 and substitute the following:— 

 “9.  Any period excluded as a relief under section 2 of this Act shall not 

  exceed a”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 5 (both 

inclusive), in page 9.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
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 Clause 10 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 6 to 11 (both 

inclusive), in page 9 and substitute the following:— 

    “10. The burden of proof of that the inability to comply 

 with the prescribed time periods for the purpose of section 2”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 11 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 15 to 30 (both 

inclusive), in page 9.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 12 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out lines 2 to 4 (both 

inclusive), in page 10.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 13 to 26 

(both inclusive), in page 10 and substitute the following:— 

 “(a) Covid-19; or 

   (b) any other circumstance arising out of or consequential to the         

  circumstances referred to in paragraph (a);”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 29 and 30, in 

page 10.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice proposed another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 4 (both 

inclusive), in page 11.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 13 was agreed to. 

 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out the FIRST 

SCHEDULE , in pages 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the FIRST SCHEDULE as amended, be left out of the Bill, put, and 

agreed to. 
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 Long title 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to leave out the following words, in 

page 1:— 

       “TO GRANT RELIEF IN RELATION TO PARTIES TO CERTAIN 

CONTRACTS WHO WERE UNABLE TO PERFORM 

CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS DUE TO COVID-19 

CIRCUMSTANCES”   

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Long title as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

New Clauses 

The Minister of Justice proposed an amendment to insert the following immediately 

after line 14 :— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question that the Clause be read a second time, put and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.  

  

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be now read the third 

time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

“Guidelines, 
&c on any 
Covid 19 
circumstance 
to be 
considered 
prima facie 
evidence  

11. (1) Any guideline, direction, circular, notice or 
decision whether in the printed or electronic form, 
made by the Government in relation to any Covid 19 
circumstance shall be admissible as prima facie 
evidence in any action, application, appeal or other 
legal proceeding instituted or made under this Act, 
without further proof. 

 
 (2) Where a party to such action, application, 

appeal or other legal proceeding disputes the 
admissibility of such guideline, direction, circular, 
notice or decision as evidence, the burden of proof shall 
be on the party who disputes such admissibility.  

 
 (3) For the purpose of this section, 

“Government” means any proper authority as defined 
in any regulation made under the Quarantine and 
Prevention of Diseases Ordinance (Chapter 222) in 
relation to Covid-19.”. 
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 11. Order under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act (No.1) : The Minister  of 

Justice on behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That the Order made by the 

Minister of Finance under Section 3C of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 

1989, as amended, relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2222/2 of 05th April 2021, which was presented on 03.08.2021, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

12. Order  under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act (No.2) : The Minister  of 

Justice on behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That the Order made by the 

Minister of Finance under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 

1989, as amended, relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2224/24 of 22nd April 2021, which was presented on 03.08.2021, be approved. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

13. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.1) : The Minister  of Justice 

on behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That the Resolution under Section 10 of 

the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import Duties, which was presented 

on 04.08.2021, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2224/25 of 22nd April 2021)  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

14. Resolution under the Customs Ordinance (No.2) : The Minister  of Justcie 

on behalf of the Minister of Finance moved,— That the Resolution under Section 10 of 

the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) relating to Import Duties, which was presented 

on 04.08.2021, be approved. 

(Gazette Extraordinary No. 2228/2 of 17th May 2021)  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

15. Select Committee of Parliament to consider the government business 

presented to Parliament by the public institutions that do not come under the 

preview of the existing Ministries : The Leader  of the House of Par liament    

moved,— That this Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be 

appointed to consider the government business presented to Parliament by the public 

institutions that do not come under the purview of the existing Ministries; 
 

2. (a) the Hon. Prime Minister shall be the Chair of the Committee. 

    (b)  the Committee shall consists of five (5) Members nominated by the 

  Committee of Selection. 

 (c) the function of the Committee shall be Consideration of matters referred 

  to the Committee by Parliament. 

 (d) other than the aforesaid members, any other Member of Parliament may 

  participate in the meetings of the Committee with the permission of the 

  Chair of the Committee. 
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 (e)  the Committee shall meet as per the necessity arises and report the relevant 

matters to Parliament as soon as convenient.  

(f)  the meetings of the Committee shall be summoned in consultation with the 

Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

3. That the Committee shall have the power to,— 

(a)    fix its quorum; 

(b) summon before it and question any person, call for any paper, books, records 

or other documents; and 

(c) obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

the Committee. 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

16. Adjournment :  And it being past 4.30 p.m. Par liament was at 4.59 p.m.  

adjourned by the Speaker without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of 

Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Monday, September 06, 2021 

pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


