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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:— 

I 

“I wish to announce that I have received the determination of the Supreme Court in 

respect of the Bill titled ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019(Covid-19) (Temporary Provisions)’ 

which has been challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121 (1) of the 

Constitution. 

A three Judge Bench has adjudicated on the matter and two Judges have determined 

as  follows:—  

Clauses 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 10 of the Bill read together with the definition of ‘Covid-19 

circumstance’ in Clause 12 of the Bill are inconsistent  with Articles 3 and 4(c)  of the 

Constitution and could be validly passed only with the special majority Provided for in 

Article 84(2) of the Constitution and approved by the People at a referendum; 

 

However, the inconsistency would cease if the definition of ‘Covid-19 

circumstance’ in Clause 12 is amended as opined by the Court and may be passed with 

a simple majority in Parliament. 

 

Clause 4 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 136 read together with Article 4(c) 

of the Constitution and could be validly passed only with the special majority provided 

for in Article 84(2) of the Constitution. 

 

The inconsistency of the above Clause would cease if amended as per the proposed 

amendment tendered to the Court and may be passed with a simple majority in 

Parliament.  
 

Clauses 5, 6 and 7 of the Bill are inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution 

and could be validly passed only with the special majority provided for in Article 84(2) 

of the Constitution. 

 

Other provisions of the Bill are not in conflict with the Constitution and may be 

passed with a simple majority in Parliament.  However, with regard to Clause 3(1) of 

the Bill, a provision may be made as opined by the Court. 
 

The determination of the other Judge is as follows:— 
 

Clauses 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Bill read together with the definition of 

“Covid-19 circumstance” in Clause 12 of the Bill are consistent  with Articles 3 and 4 

(c)  of the Constitution and could be validly passed with a simple majority in  

Parliament. 
 

The definition of ‘Covid-19 circumstance’ could however be amended owing to the 

fact that sub-clause (b) is an example of sub-clause (c). 
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 Clause 4 of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 136 read together with  Article 4 (c) 

of the Constitution and could be validly passed only with the special majority provided 

for in Article 84(2) of the Constitution and the inconsistency would cease if the Clause 

is amended as per the proposed amendment tendered to the Court and may be passed 

with a simple majority in Parliament. 

 

Clauses 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the Bill are consistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution 

and could be validly passed with a simple majority in Parliament. 

 

Other provisions of the Bill are not in conflict with the Constitution and may be 

passed with a simple majority in Parliament. 

 

I order that the determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the official report 

of today's proceedings.” 

II 

“I wish to inform that I have under the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed the certificate on the Bill 

entitled ‘Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation (Amendment)’ on 30th June 2021.” 

 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Highways presented the 

Annual Report of the National Housing Development Authority for the year 2017 and 

moved that the Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Urban 

Development & Housing. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Highways presented the—  

(i) Performance Report of the Comptroller General’s Office for the year 2020; 

(ii) Performance Report of the Department of External Resources for the year 

2020; 

(iii) Annual Performance Report of the Department of National Planning for the 

year 2020; 

(iv) Performance Report of the Department of Management Audit for the year 

2020; 

(v) Performance Report of the Department of National Budget for the year 

2020; 

(vi) Performance Report of the Department of Information Technology 

Management for the year 2020; 

(vii) Annual Performance Report of the State Ministry of Urban Development, 

Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness for the 

year 2020; and 

(viii) Performance Report of the Ministry of Finance for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table. 
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 (3) The Minister of Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of 

Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious & Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban 

Development & Housing presented the Note on Supplementary Allocations from the 

Supplementary Support Services and Contingent Liabilities Project appearing under 

Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period from 

01.05.2021 to 21.06.2021 under Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, No. 7 of 2020. 

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 

 

(4) The Minister of Highways presented the—  

(i) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3(4) of the Strategic 

Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 relating to WelcomHotels 

Lanka (Private) Limited and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2229/2 of 24th May 2021; and  

(ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance under Section 3(4) of the Strategic 

Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008 relating to Avic International 

Hotels Lanka Limited and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 

2229/3 of 24th May 2021  

and moved that those Orders be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(5) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Performance Report of the State 

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Pre–Schools & Primary Education, School 

Infrastructure & Education Services for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(6) The Minister of Public Services, Provincial Councils & Local Government  

presented the Annual Performance Report & Accounts of the Ministry of Public 

Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government for the year 2020.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(7) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Performance Report of the 

Department of Government Printing for the year 2020.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(8) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Reports of the National Gem & 

Jewellery Authority for the years 2017 and 2019 and moved that those Reports be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industries.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(9) The Minister of Justice presented the Annual Report of the Superior Courts 

Complex Board of Management for the year 2019 and moved that the Report be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 3.  Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. M. U. M. Ali Sabry, Chair  

of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Justice presented the Report of the said 

Committee on—  

(i) Code of Criminal Procedure Act No. 15 of 1979 (Amendment) Bill; 

(ii) Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment Act No. 22 of 1994 (Amendment) Bill; 

(iii) Regulations under Section 7(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Special 

Provisions) Act No. 2 of 2013 and Published in the Gazette Extraordinary 

No. 2207/6 of 23rd December 2020 ;  

(iv) Annual Report and the Audited Accounts of the Superior Courts Complex 

Board of Management for the year 2017; 

(v) Annual Report and the Audited Accounts of the Superior Courts Complex 

Board of Management for the year 2018; 

(vi) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Judges’ Institute for the year 2016; and  

(vii) Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the Rehabilitation of Persons, 

Properties & Industries Authority for the year 2016 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. Tissa Attanayake presented a petition dated 27.07.2020 from            

  Mr. L. A. U. U. Weerasinghe of “Siri Niwasa”, Warana Road, Thihariya. 

 (2) Hon. Vijitha Herath presented — 

  (i) a petition dated 09.03.2021 from Mr. A. H. Pemasiri of Lidagawatta, 

   Godellawela, Thangalle; 

  (ii) a petition dated 15.03.2021 from Mr. H. A. S. Hettiarachchi of           

   No. 63/A/73, Bandarawatta Estate, Weera Keppetipola Mawatha, 

   Bandarawatta, Gampaha; 

  (iii) a petition dated 29.03.2021 from Mrs. L. A. Chandrika Athukorala of 

   No. 336/A, Walgama, Malwana and another; and 

  (iv) a petition dated 19.03.2021 from Mr. R. R. S. Medawela of No. 09, 

   Park Road, Hatton. 

 (3) Hon. Amarakeerthi Athukorala presented a petition dated 25.03.2021 from 

  Mr. Janaka Don Batagoda of No.180/03, Dangahawatta, Ananthagoda, 

  Katuwana. 

       (4) Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara presented a petition dated 12.03.2021 from 

  Mr. W. G. Samarasinghe of No. 442, Wewewatta, Danthure. 

 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 5. Motions for leave of absence : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Member of Parliament for Kaluthara 

Electoral District be granted leave under the Article 66(f) of the Constitution, to be 

absent from the Sittings of Parliament for a period of three months from June 23, 2021. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Madhura Withanage seconded by             

Hon. (Mrs.) Muditha Prishanthi moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the 

following  Bill:— 

 “Bill to incorporate the Pharmaceutical Society of Sri Lanka.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed. 

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the Minister 

of Health for report. 

 

7. Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading 

read. 

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

(At 12.33 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Plantation moved,— That Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 12.43 p.m. Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna took the Chair.) 

 (At 1.31 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

  

The State Minister of Batik, Handloom and Local Apparel Products moved,—That 

Hon. Isuru Dodangoda do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.21 p.m. Hon. Isuru Dodangoda took the Chair.) 

 

Hon. Nimal Piyathissa seconded by Hon. (Mrs.) Manjula Dissanayake moved,—

That  Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.15 p.m.  Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.) 

(At 4.22 p.m. the Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 
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 The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the 

whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 2 

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman proposed an amendment to leave out line 9 in page 1 

and insert the following in Sinhala text:— 

“43 (                                                           
                                              ” 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and negatived. 

 

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman proposed another amendment to leave out line 17 in 

page 1 and insert the following in Sinhala text:— 

“                                                               
                                               ” 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and negatived. 

 

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman proposed another amendment to leave out lines 20 and 

21 in page 1 and insert the following in Sinhala text:— 

“(2) (1)                                                          
                             -” 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and negatived. 

 

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman proposed another amendment to leave out line 24 in 

page 1 and insert the following in Sinhala text:— 

“                                               ” 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and negatived. 

Question that the Clause stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

Clause 3 was agreed to. 

  

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 
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 The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

8. Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

 

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

  

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the 

whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to. 

  
Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

  

The Minister of Justice moved,—  That the Bill be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

  

9.   Order  under the Code of Criminal Procedure (Special Provisions) Act : The 

Minister of Justice moved,— That the Order made by the Minister of Justice under 

Section 7(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 2013, 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2207/6 of 23rd December 2020, which 

was presented on 23.03.2021, be approved.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10. Revision of Salaries and Allowances accorded to the Members of the Office 

on Missing Persons : The Minister  of Justice moved,— That Whereas in order to 

exercise and discharge of the powers and functions vested in the Office on the Missing 

Persons as per Section 10(1) of Part II of the Office on Missing Persons (Establishment, 

Administration and Discharge of Functions) Act, No. 14 of 2016 and in terms of 

Section 4(1) and 6 of the above Act, 07 Members have been appointed and one of such 

Members has been appointed as the Chairman;  
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 And whereas in terms of Section 20 of the Office on Missing Persons Act, No. 14 of 

2016, the salaries of the Members of the aforesaid Officers shall be determined by 

Parliament and shall be charged on the Consolidated Fund; 

And whereas on the basis of the approval granted by the revised Cabinet Decision                   

No. 18/0689/705/001 dated 05.06.2018 and as per the motion passed in Parliament on 

04.09.2018, it is entitled in case of the Chairman of the Office a monthly allowance of 

Rs.100,000/-, a monthly telephone allowance of Rs. 10,000/- and fuel allowance of 225 

litres per month, while it is entitled in case of the rest of the Members, a monthly 

allowance of Rs.75,000/-, a monthly telephone allowance of Rs.8,000/- and a monthly 

transport allowance of Rs.25,000/- subject to a maximum distance limit of 350 

kilometres from home to office and in case of such distance equals or exceeds 350 

kilometres, a monthly transport allowance would be of Rs.50,000/-;  

And whereas salaries of the Members of the Office for Reparations that comes 

within the purview of the Ministry of Justice is also determined by Parliament and in 

pursuance of the motion passed on 20.09.2019, the salaries of Members of the Office 

for Reparations have been revised and accordingly, it has been increased;  

And whereas decision to pay salaries and allowances with effect from 30.11.2020 in 

respect of Members and Chairman of the Office on Missing Persons in terms of Section 

20 of the Office on Missing Persons (Establishment, Administration and Discharge of 

Functions) Act, No. 14 of 2016 as per the manner indicated below, approval of the 

Cabinet of Ministers No. Cab Memo/21/0362/330/022 dated 08.03.2021 was granted to 

present the same to Parliament:—  

(a) To increase the monthly allowance presently accorded to the Chairman of the 

Office on Missing Persons up to Rs.135,000/- from Rs.100,000/- in addition to 

the payment of fuel allowances and telephone allowance presently accorded; 

(b) To pay an monthly allowance of Rs. 50,000/- to the Chairman in compliance 

with the Public Enterprise Circular No. PEDI/2015(i) for and on behalf of the 

use of private vehicle of the Chairman in such instance where an official vehicle 

is not provided to the Chairman; and 

(c) To increase the monthly allowance presently accorded to the Members of the 

Office on Missing Persons up to Rs. 90,000/- from Rs. 75,000/- in addition to 

the payment of fuel allowance and telephone allowance presently accorded. 

Accordingly, that this Parliament determines to pay above mentioned monthly 

salaries and allowances of Members and Chairman of the Office on Missing Persons 

and to be charged on the Consolidated Fund as per Section 20 of the Office on Missing 

Persons (Establishment, Administration and Discharge of Functions) Act,                   

No. 14 of 2016. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

 

 



        ( 16 ) M. No. 81 

 11. Adjournment (Discipline and Proper Conduct of Police Officers) : The 

Minister of Highways moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

 

The Minister of Public Security moved,—That Hon. Isuru Dodangoda do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.50 p.m. Hon. Isuru Dodangoda took the Chair.) 

 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 5.45 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding 

Member without Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 07, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


