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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to bring to the notice of House the correct position in respect of the letter
that was sent by the Secretary-General of Parliament informing the Chairman of the
Election Commission that a vacancy has occurred in the Membership of the Ninth
Parliament due to the fact that the Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, Member of Parliament for
the Electoral District of Gampaha has ceased to be a Member of Parliament in terms of
Article 66(d) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake was convicted by the Supreme Court on 12" January,
2021 for the offence of contempt of court punishable under Article 105(3) of the
Constitution and was sentenced to a term of four years' rigorous imprisonment. The
conviction by the Supreme Court attracted the provisions of the Article 66(d) of the
Constitution which reads that " the seat of a Member shall become vacant if he becomes
subject to any disqualification specified in Article 89 or 91".

Article 89(d) of the Constitution goes onto say that "no person shall be qualified to
be an elector at an election of the President, or of the Members of Parliament or to vote
at any Referendum, if he is subject to any of the following disqualifications, namely, if
he is serving or has during the period of seven years immediately preceding completed
serving of a sentence of imprisonment (by whatever name called) for a term not less
than six months imposed after conviction by any court for an offence punishable with
imprisonment for a term not less than two years or is under sentence of death or is
serving or has during the period of seven years immediately preceding completed the
serving of a sentence of imprisonment for a term not less than six months awarded in
lieu of execution of such sentence: Provided that if any person disqualified under this
paragraph is granted a free pardon such disqualification shall cease from the date on
which the pardon is granted;"

Accordingly, by operation of law, Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake would cease to be a
Member of Parliament from the date the conviction was entered upon by the Supreme
Court. However, Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, through his lawyers, petitioned the Court
of Appeal by way of a writ application that by virtue of the conviction he would not lose
his seat and requesting the Court to grant a prohibition or an restraining order
preventing the Secretary-General of Parliament from informing the Chairman of the
Election Commission that a vacancy has arisen in the Ninth Parliament consequent to
the Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake vacating his seat. The Court of Appeal has not accepted
this position and has dismissed the case without issuing any formal notice to the
Respondents.

With the dismissal of the writ application before the Court of Appeal, the temporary
restraining order issued by the Court of Appeal preventing the Secretary-General of
Parliament from informing the Chairman of the Election Commission regarding the
vacancy has also ceased to exist.

In the circumstances, once all the above requirements are fulfilled under Article
89(d) of the Constitution, to quote the very Order of the Court of Appeal in the writ
matter in connection with this case, it is stated as follows:
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“l do agree with the submission of the learned Senior Additional Solicitor General
that the act of sending a communication to the Election Commission under Section
64(1) of the Parliamentary Elections Act would tantamount to a physical act by the 1%
Respondent, short of an exercise of power. In other words, with a vacancy staring in his
face, the Secretary-General has no option but he is required by law to inform the
Election Commission of such vacancy. In doing so, he is carrying out a purely
ministerial act. I have already referred to the fact that the exercise of purely a ministerial
act is not subject to be quashed by a writ of certiorari nor is such an exercise subject to
any restriction by a writ of prohibition. If the Secretary-General fails to act at that
stage, a writ of mandamus would lie to compel him to perform his legal duty”.

The reason for me to make this Announcement is that yesterday in the House, the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition made a statement saying that the Secretary-General of
Parliament has taken steps to inform the Chairman of the Election Commission that the
Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake has vacated his seat due to non-attendance of Parliament for a
period of three months and the non-acceptance of his Leave Motion also contributed to
this situation. As indicated above, I would like to inform the Leader of the Opposition
that this position is not correct and the vacation of seat by a Member of Parliament for
non-attendance for three months is envisaged in the Constitution in Article 66(f),
whereas the letter sent by the Secretary-General is under Article 66(d), the content of
which has been explained above.

I wish to bring this matter to the notice of the House to provide greater clarity on
this issue.

I am also very sorry to state that the behaviour of some of the Members yesterday
was unwarranted and baseless. Therefore, I expect all Members of this House will
behave a little more responsibly with a more decent attitude towards upholding the
decorum of this House.”

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker presented the First Instalment —
Parts XXII, XXIII and XXIV and Fourth Instalment — Parts IX, X and XI and Fifthth
Instalment — Parts VII and VIII of the Report of the Auditor—General for the Financial
Year 2019 in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and to be printed.

(2) The Speaker presented the Eighth Instalment — Part I of the Special Audit
Report of the Auditor-General on Maintenance of Buffer Stocks by the Food
Commissioner’s Department and Performance of Warehouse Utilization in terms of
Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and to be printed.

(3) The Minister of Highways presented the Report of the Auditor General on the
President’s Fund for the year 2018 and moved that the Report be referred to the
Committee on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.



(9) M. No. 67

(4) The Minister of Highways presented the Regulations made by the Minister of
Youth and Sports under Section 34 read with Section 3 of the Convention Against
Doping in Sports Act, No. 33 of 2013 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2216/4 of 23™ February 2021 and moved that those Regulations be referred to the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Youth & Sports.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. (Prof.) G. L. Peiris, Chair
of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education presented the Report of the
said Committee on—

(i) Annual Report and Accounts of the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri
Lanka for the year 2018;

(i) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Pali and
Buddhist Studies of University of Kelaniya for the year 2018;

(iii) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Colombo School of
Computing for the year 2018;

(iv) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Moratuwa for the year
2018;

(v) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Science of
University of Peradeniya for the year 2018;

(vi) Annual Report and Accounts of the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
for the year 2018;

(vii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of
Archaeology — University of Kelaniya for the year 2018;

(viii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Wayamba University of Sri Lanka for
the year 2018;

(ix) Annual Report and Accounts of the Gampaha Wickramarachchi
Ayurveda Institute of University of Kelaniya for the year 2018;

(x) Annual Report and Accounts of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka for
the year 2018;

(xi) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Humanities
and Social Sciences of University of Peradeniya for the year 2018;

(xii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka
for the year 2018;

(xiii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Eastern University of Sri Lanka for
the year 2018;

(xiv) Annual Report and Accounts of the Institute of Biochemistry, Molecular
Biology and Biotechnology - University of Colombo for the year 2018;

(xv) Annual Report and Accounts of the Swami Vipulananda Institute of
Aesthetic Studies of Eastern University of Sri Lanka for the year 2018;

(xvi) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Jaffna for the year
2018;
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(xvii) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Ruhunu Sri Lanka for
the year 2019;

(xviii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Open University of Sri Lanka for the
year 2019;

(xix) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Agriculture,
University of Peradeniya for the year 2019;

(xx) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine
for the year 2019;

(xxi) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of Sri Jayewardenerpura
for the year 2018;

(xxii) Annual Report and Accounts of the University Grants Commission for
the year 2018;

(xxiii) Annual Report of the Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka for the
year 2019;

(xxiv) Annual Report of the University of Peradeniya for the year 2019;

(xxv) Annual Report and Annual Accounts of the Institute of Technology of
the University of Moratuwa for the year 2019; and

(xxvi) Annual Report of the Institute of Indigenous Medicine of the University
of Colombo for the year 2019

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :
(1) Hon. D. B. Herath presented a petition dated 03.10.2020 from Mr. K. L. N.
Sahabandu of No. 73, Wickramasinghepura, Mawathagama.

(2) Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka presented a petition dated 15.01.2021 from
Mr. Nimal Samarasundara of No. 126, Kekulandala, Agalawatta.

(3) Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senarathne presented a petition dated 04.01.2021 from
Mr. E. G . N. K. P. Chandrasena of No. 26, Wademada, Ovilikanda, Matale.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Colombo Port City Economic Commission : The Minister of Foregin on
behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Minister of Buddhasasana,
Religious & Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban Development & Housing
presented,— “Bill to provide for the establishment of a Special Economic Zone; to
establish a Commission empowered to grant registrations, licences, authorisations and
other approvals to carry on businesses and other activities in and from such Zone; to
provide for the identification of a Single Window Investment facilitator for the
promotion of ease of doing business within such Zone; to determine and grant
incentives and other exemptions for the promotion of businesses of strategic importance
within such Zone; to enter into transactions as provided, of government marketable land
and project company marketable land and premises and condominium parcels standing
thereon within such Zone; to promote and facilitate international trade, shipping logistic
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operations, offshore banking and financial services, information technology and
business process outsourcing, corporate headquarters operations, regional distribution
operations, tourism, and other ancillary services within such Zone; to establish an
international Dispute Resolution Centre within such Zone; to promote urban amenity
operations and the settlement of a presidential community within such Zone; and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 and to be

printed.

6. Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation (Amendment) : The Minister of
Foregin on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious & Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban Development &
Housing presented,— “Bill to amend the Sri Lanka Land Development Corporation
Act, No. 15 of 1968.”

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 and to be
printed.

7. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the
Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 06™ October 2020, the hours of
Sitting of Parliament on this day and Friday, April 09", 2021 shall be 10.00 a.m.
12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.. At 11.00 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the
Parliament shall operate. At 4.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without
question put.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Adjournment (Final Report of the Commission of Inquiring to Investigate
and Inquire into and Report or Take Necessary Action on the Bomb Attacks on
21* April, 2019) : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourn.

Order read for resuming; Adjourned debate on question (07™ April 2021).
Question again proposed and debate resumed.

(At 1.30 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Dhamma Schools, Pirivenas and Bhikkhu Education
moved,— That Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.45 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.)

The State Minister of Dhamma Schools, Pirivenas and Bhikkhu Education moved,—
That Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.31 p.m. Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte took the Chair.)
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And it being 4.30 p.m. debate stood adjourned; debate to be resumed on Friday,
April 09, 2021.

And it being 4.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without
Question put, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Friday, April 09, 2021.



