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  Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:— 
 

I 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of three petitions filed at the 

Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill entitled 

‘Inland Revenue (Amendment)’.” 

 

II 

“I wish to inform the House that a decision was taken by the Committee on 

Parliamentary Business held on Thursday 25th of March 2021 to provide an opportunity 

to the Backbenchers of Parliament to ask questions of urgent public importance at the 

time of Adjournment of the House. 

Accordingly, I wish to inform that Twenty (20) Minutes, out of the one hour allotted 

for Adjournment motions on the days when time has been allotted for Adjournment 

motions, have been set aside for only two (2) ‘Adjournment Questions’.  

I also wish to state that the questions at the time of Adjournment should be asked 

subject to the following guidelines:— 

 

SET OF FOR AT THE 
 

 
Twenty  (20)  Minutes  shall  be allocated  for Questions  at the Adjournment  

Time on allotted dates, and two (02) questions  at the adjournment  time 

shall only be allowed.  (01) for the Government  and one (01) for the 

 
 

Five (05) Minutes shall  be given to the Member  of Parliament  to raise the 
Question   Five (05) Minutes shall be given to the Minister concerned  to 
answer the  
 

Questions   at  the  Adjournment   Time  shall  be  restricted  to  matters  of  
urgent  importance  and  the  Member  of Parliament  shall  be allowed  
to ask only  one  (01) question  per  
 

Matter of  urgent public  importance  of the Questions  at the Adjournment  

Time shall  be decided  by the  
 

Any  Member  of  Parliament  could  submit  a Question  at  the  Adjournment  
Time  to respective  Chief Whip personally  or through  fax or e-mail  
provided  that such a has been signed by the Member of Parliament  

 
 

The  respective  Chief  Whip shall  submit  any such  question  to the 

Parliament  by 10.00  a.m.  of the  preceding  day  and  

by 12 noon,  it shall  be sent to Secretary  to the Leader of the House of 

Parliament  to be duly conveyed  to the Minister.                                                                                          
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 The Secretary to the Leader of the House of Parliament  shall submit such 

Questions at Adjournment  Time to the respective  Ministers to answer 

them on the floor of the The Minister shall have the right to answer 

or not answer any such question on the floor the House and to request  it 

to be listed as a Question  for Oral Answer,  if it is detailed 

information  requiring  lengthy  
 

      A Member of Parliament asking a Question at the Adjournment  Time shall 

confine only to the question for which notice has already been given 

by  
 

       No questions shall be  
 

       Rules under the Standing Order 36 of the Parliament shall apply to the 

questions at adjournment  time as  
 

 

2. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Minister  of Highways on behalf of the 

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Minister of  Buddhasasana, Religious & 

Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban Development  & Housing presented the Note on 

Supplementary Allocations from the Supplementary Support Services and Contingent 

Liabilities Project appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of 

National Budget for the period from 01.02.2021 to 25.02.2021 under Section 6(1) of the 

Appropriation Act, No. 7 of 2020 . 

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 
 

(2) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Road 

Development Authority for the year 2017 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Highways.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(3) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Reports of the Ceylon - German 

Technical Training Institute for the years 2016 & 2017 and moved that those Reports be 

referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education.    

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(4) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Wijaya 

Kumaratunga Memorial Hospital - Seeduwa for the year 2018 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(5) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka 

Rupavahini Corporation for the year 2016 and moved that the Report  be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Mass Media.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Lanka Electricity 

Company (Private) Limited for the year 2017 and moved that the Report be referred to 

the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (7) The Minister of Highways presented the Annual Report of the Sri Lanka 

Handicrafts Board for the year 2017 and  moved that the Report be referred to the 

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industries. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

3. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament      

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the 

Parliament and the motion  agreed to by Parliament on 06th October 2020, the hours of 

Sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to   

4.00 p.m.. At 4.00 p.m.. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

4. Business of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament    

moved,— That the proceedings on Questions for Oral Answers appearing on the Order 

Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of the Standing Orders 27 

and 35 of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 11.28 a.m.  the  Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 

 

Hon. Yadamini Gunawardena seconded by Hon. Ishak Rahuman moved,—

That  Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.30 p.m. Hon. Ajith Rajapakse took the Chair.) 

 

The  Minister of Trade moved,—That Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.35 p.m.  Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake  took the Chair.) 

 

The  Minister of Lands moved,—That  Hon. Ajith Rajapakse do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.24 p.m. Hon. Ajith Rajapakse took the Chair.) 

(At 3.55 p.m. the  Speaker took the Chair.) 
 

5. Select Committee of Parliament to identify appropriate reforms of the 

election laws and the electoral system and to recommend necessary amendments : 

The Minister of Foreign on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, 

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious & Cultural Affairs and Minister of Urban 

Development & Housing moved,—  

Whereas, it has become necessary to identify appropriate reforms of the election 

laws and the electoral system; and to propose the amendments necessary to effect the 

desired reforms,  
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 This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to— 

(a) identify appropriate changes in the election laws and the electoral system; 

and  

(b) recommend necessary amendments. 
 

     2.    (a) That the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

  Speaker; 

(b) that notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, 

the Committee shall consist of fifteen (15) Members; and 

(c) that the Committee shall report to Parliament within six months of its first 

sitting or such extended period as Parliament may grant.  

 3.  That the Committee shall have the power to — 

 (a)    fix its quorum; 

 (b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure 

  any document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written 

  or oral, as the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest            

  consideration of the matters referred to above; 

 (c) obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

  the Committee; and  

 (d) make interim reports from time to time and sit notwithstanding any 

  adjournment of Parliament.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6. Adjournment : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 3.58 p.m. adjourned by the Speaker 

until 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 06, 2021. 


