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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1.  Messages from the President : The Speaker  read the following message 

received from the President:— 
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 2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcements:—  

I 

“Hon. Prime Minister, Hon. Leader of the Opposition, Hon. Leader of the House, 

Chief Whips of both the Government and the Opposition, Hon. Ministers and Hon. 

Members of Parliament, first, let me wish you all a happy, healthy and a productive 

New Year! 

As you all know, last year was a very challenging and a stressful year for all of us. 

The House was not spared from the COVID-19 disruption that engulfed the whole 

world. Despite that, we managed to conduct Sessions on matters of importance to the 

country and pass the Budget for 2022, keeping in line with our responsibilities. 

I would like to place on record my heartfelt appreciation and thanks to all the 

Members of Parliament, all the staff led by the Secretary-General of Parliament, 

Sergeant-at-Arms, security forces, health authorities and all others who made smooth 

functioning of Parliament possible during those times. 

The year 2022 marks a new beginning and I feel it is appropriate for this House to 

also make note of it and change some of the things for its betterment. 

Once you cross the Bar of the House, you all are considered as Hon. Members of 

Parliament. That honourable title demands that you speak and behave accordingly, in a 

respectable manner, which in turn reflect upon the House. That is how I learnt when I 

entered Parliament. When I first spoke in Parliament, it was after weeks of preparation, 

reading in the Library and watching and listening to speakers such as the late Hon. 

Gamini Dissanayake, the Hon. Ranasinghe Premadasa, the Hon. Lalith Athulath Mudali 

et cetera. As new Members, we wanted to give the best impression of ourselves to the 

House because it would have been a great shame to do otherwise. But today, a very few 

Hon. Members prepare for their speeches in advance, use the Library or speak facts. 

According to the information furnished by the Library, only 330 books had been 

borrowed by Hon. Members during the year 2021 and 122 of those had been under the 

title ‘fiction’. Ninety four of the borrowed books had been on political science and 27 

on sociology. 

Only 11 books on economics, five books on science, four books on law, three books 

on technology, one book on education and one book on Sinhala literature had been 

borrowed by Hon. Members. 

For a House of 225 Members, this is embarrassing. This lack of preparation and 

knowledge on subject matters have led to insults, lies and false allegations with 

unparliamentary language being part of the speeches and most of the speeches and 

statements being made to gain political mileage rather than guiding the State. This 

finally escalates to shameful, unparliamentary conduct. 

As the Speaker, it is my responsibility to conduct the House productively and to 

ensure the rights of all Hon. Members. The House, its Standing Orders and other 

procedures are designed to facilitate that, taking for granted that its Members will 

conduct themselves honourably. 
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 All Hon. Members must understand that upholding the dignity of this institution is 

the most sacred duty of all of us. If people lose faith in this House, that means that they 

lose faith in democracy. The repercussions of that will be grave for all political parties 

and citizens of this country. I urge all of you to understand that and have national 

interest and the interests of all you represent at heart in all matters, putting aside petty 

political drama inside the House. People of this country are facing grave difficulties and 

they expect both the Government and the Opposition Members to act responsibly like 

statesmen and stateswomen. 

I earnestly request all of you to help me rebuild the image of this institution and 

discuss with me how we can achieve that. I expect both Chief Whips especially to act 

more responsibly and guide their respective sides. 

I have drafted the following proposals to improve the quality of the debates and the 

conduct of Hon. Members, and are for discussion and adoption: 

An Independent Research Analysis Office especially tasked with giving the 

Hon. Members an independent view on the Budget and performances;  

Discussions and presentations by sector experts on topics such as economics, 

technology, management, leadership, sociology and any other related topic 

which any Hon. Member can request to be held during evenings after 

Parliamentary Sittings conclude; and 

Language and education facilities for Hon. Members who wish to master 

different languages or pursue education. 

I invite all the Hon. Members to put forward any improvements or corrections to 

these proposals and to propose better ones to ensure better functioning of the 

honourable Parliament.” 

II 

“I wish to inform that under the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, I have endorsed the certificate on the Bill 

entitled “Appropriation” on 10th December 2021.” 

 

III 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have nominated the following Members of 

Parliament to serve in the Panel of Chairs for the Second Session of the Ninth 

Parliament, in terms of Standing Order 140 of the Parliament:— 

Hon. Shantha Bandara 

Hon. Velu Kumar    

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake    

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna    

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna     

Hon. Hesha Withanage 

Hon. Sanjeeva Edirimanna 

Hon. (Mrs.) Kokila Gunawardene        
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 Hon. Premnath C. Dolawatte 

Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara      

Hon. Ajith Rajapakse     

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam     

Hon. Weerasumana Weerasinghe      

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan 

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya” 
 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1)  The Speaker  presented the— 

(i) Ninth Instalment – Part XIX of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2016;  

(ii) Ninth Instalment – Part XXIII of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2017; 

(iii) Second Instalment – Part XXVIII and Ninth Instalment – Part XXI of the 

Report of the Auditor–General for the Financial Year 2019; and   

(iv) Second Instalment – Parts VI and VII, Third Instalment – Parts IV and V 

and Ninth Instalment – Part I of the Report of the Auditor–General for the 

Financial Year 2020 

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka. 

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table and to be printed. 

(2) The Minister of Education presented the—   

(i) Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Army for the year 2020; and 

(ii) Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Navy for the year 2020  

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table. 

 

(3) The Minister of Education presented the Order made by the Minister of Higher 

Education, Technology and Innovation under Section 27(1) read with Section 21 and 

Section 139 of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 on the recommendation of the 

University Grants Commission with regard to the Departments of the Faculty of 

Humanities and Social Sciences of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka 

and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2164/53 of 27th February 2020.   

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 

 

(4) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Department 

of Samurdhi Development for the year 2020.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(5) The Minister of Education presented the Annual Performance Report of the State 

Ministry of Rural and School Sports Infrastructure Improvement for the year 2020. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
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 (6) The Minister of Education presented the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Justice for the year 2020.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 1) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, 

the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.. At        

1.00 p.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker 

shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

5.  Sittings of the Parliament (No. 2) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, 

from 20th January 2022, the hours of sittings of Parliament on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday during the Second Session of the Ninth Parliament shall be     

10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 4.30 p.m. Standing Order 8(5) 

of the Parliament shall operate. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament 

without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

6.  Business of the Parliament (No. 1) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1 to 9 of Public Business appearing on the 

Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 

of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

7.  Committee of Selection (No. 1) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 114 of the Parliament, the 

Committee of Selection shall consist of the Speaker as the Chair and twelve (12) 

Members which shall include the Leaders of political parties or their nominees to be 

nominated by Parliament to serve during the Second Session of the Ninth Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8.  Committee of Selection (No. 2) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament this day, the 

undermentioned twelve (12) Members do serve in the Committee of Selection during 

the Second Session of the Ninth Parliament:— 

Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva 

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena  

Hon. Johnston Fernando  

Hon. Douglas Devananda 

Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma  
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 Hon. Wimal Weerawansa  

Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga  

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella  

Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka 

Hon. Rauff Hakeem  

Hon. Vijitha Herath  

Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan  
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

9.  Business of the Parliament (No. 2) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Orders 50(2) and 111 of the 

Parliament, Standing Orders 50(2) and 111 of the Parliament shall be suspended with 

effect from 19th January 2022, until the Members are nominated to Sectoral Oversight 

Committees. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10. Committee on Public Finance : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 121(1) of the 

Parliament, the Chair of the Committee on Public Finance shall be elected by the 

Committee among its Members. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

11. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 3) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament 

and the motion agreed to by Parliament on this day, the hours of sitting of Parliament on 

Thursday, January 20th, 2022 shall be 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to        

6.00 p.m.. At 10.00 a.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At       

6.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

12. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 4) : The Leader  of the House of Par liament 

moved,— That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.00 a.m. on 

Thursday, January 20th, 2022. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

13. Privilege : Hon. Lakshman Kir iella seconded by Hon. Niroshan Perera  

moved,— That the question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the         

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, M.P. on 21st October, 2021 in Parliament to the effect 

that his privileges have been infringed, be referred to the Committee on Ethics and 

Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 118 of the Parliament.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 14.  Adjournment (Policy Statement Made by His Excellency the President at 

the Inauguration of the Second Session of the Ninth Parliament) : The Leader  of 

the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed, and debated. 

 

The Minister of Trade moved,—That Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 2.23 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan took the Chair.) 

 

And it being 6.00 p.m. debate stood adjourned; Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 

January 20, 2022. 

And it being 6.00 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member without 

Question put.    

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, January 20, 2022 

pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

 


