
 
 

MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT    
 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 1.00 p. m.          
PRESENT ::::

 

(Eighth Parliament  - Third Session) 
No. 61. . . . ] 
Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, Speaker 

Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri, Deputy Speaker and the Chair of Committees 

Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, Deputy Chairperson of Committees 

 

Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, Prime Minister and Minister of National Policies, 

 Economic Affairs, Resettlement & Rehabilitation, Northern Province 

 Development and Youth Affairs 

Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale, Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms 

Hon. Wajira Abeywardana, Minister of Internal & Home Affairs and Provincial 

 Councils & Local Government 

Hon. John Amaratunga, Minister of Tourism Development, Wildlife and Christian 

 Religious Affairs 

Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms and 

 Chief Government Whip 

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, Minister of Power, Energy and Business Development 

Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam, Minister of Education 

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, Minister of Public Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy 

 Development and Leader of the House of Parliament 

Hon. Mano Ganesan, Minister of National Integration, Official Languages, Social 

 Progress and Hindu Religious Affairs 

Hon. Daya Gamage, Minister of Primary Industries and Social Empowerment 

Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera, Minister of Buddhasasana & Wayamba 

 Development 

Hon. Harin Fernando, Minister of Telecommunication, Foreign Employment and 

 Sports 

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Minister of Housing, Construction and Cultural Affairs 

Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara, Minister of Women & Child Affairs and Dry Zone 

 Development 

Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, Minister of Public Administration & 

 Disaster Management 

 



        ( 2 ) M. No. 61 

 Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, Minister of Industry & Commerce, Resettlement of 

 Protracted Displaced Persons, Co-operative Development and Vocational 

 Training & Skills Development 

Hon. Tilak Marapana, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka, Minister of Ports & Shipping and Southern Development 

Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga, Minister of Transport & Civil Aviation 

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, Minister of Megapolis & Western Development 

Hon. Malik Samarawickrama, Minister of Development Strategies and International 

 Trade 

Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, Minister of Finance 

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Minister of City Planning, Water Supply and Higher Education 

Hon. Abdul Haleem, Minister of Postal Services & Muslim Religious Affairs 

Hon. Kabir Hashim, Minister of Highways & Road Development and Petroleum 

 Resources Development 

Hon. P. Harrison, Minister of Agriculture, Rural Economic Affairs, Livestock 

 Development, Irrigation and Fisheries & Aquatic Resources Development 

 

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, Non Cabinet Minister of Economic Reforms and Public 

 Distribution 

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, Non Cabinet Minister of Digital Infrastructure and Information 

 Technology 
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Hon. Bimal Rathnayake   

Hon. C. B. Rathnayake   

Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga   

Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera   

Hon. Ishak Rahuman   

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman   

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna   

Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa   

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa   

Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, Leader of the Opposition in Parliament 

Hon. Angajan Ramanathan   

Hon. Nimal Lanza   

Hon. Gamini Lokuge   

Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura   

Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne   

Hon. A. A. Wijethunga   

Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne   

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna   

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna   

Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama   

Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri   
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Hon. Duleep Wijesekera   

Hon. Hesha Withanage   

Hon. S. Viyalanderan   

Hon. Chandima Weerakkody   

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa   

Hon. Kumara Welgama   
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Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan   

Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa   

Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera   
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Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan   
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Hon. Vijitha Herath   
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Mr. Dhammika Dasanayake, Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mr. Neil Iddawala, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of Parliament 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary-General 

Mr. Tikiri  K. Jayathilake, Assistant Secretary-General  
 

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair. 

 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 

announcement:-  

“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificate on the Bill entitled “Coconut 

Development (Amendment)” on the 14th of May 2019 in terms of Article 79 of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”   
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker  presented the Progress Report of the 

Public Services Commission for the Third quarter of 2018 (01.07.2018 - 30.09.2018) in 

terms of Articles 41B (6) and 55(5) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka.   

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

(2) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Regulations 

made by the President under Section 27 of the Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary 

Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1979 read with the Provisions of the Constitution and 

published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2123/3 of 13th May 2019 and moved that 

these Regulations be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security 

and the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti corruption) and Media.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the — 

(i) Order made by the President under regulation 75(1) of the Emergency 
(Miscellaneous Provisions and Powers) Regulations No. 1 of 2019 and 
Section 5 of the Public Security Ordinance (Chapter 40) published in the 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2120/5 of 22nd April 2019 and published in the 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2123/2 of 13th May 2019; and 

(ii) Regulations made by the President under Section 5 of the Public Security 
Ordinance (Chapter 40) and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 
2123/4 of 13th May 2019 

Ordered that the said Order and Regulations do lie upon the Table. 

(4) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Annual Report 

of the Sri Lanka Convention Bureau for the year 2015 and moved that this Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(5) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the — 

(i) Performance Report of the Department of External Resources for the year 

2018; and 

(ii) Regulations made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under 

Section 112 read with Section 16 of the Regulation of Insurance Industry 

Act, No. 43 of 2000 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2104/9 

of 31st December 2018  

and moved that this Report and Regulations be referred to the Committee on Public 

Finance.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the — 

(i) Annual Report of the University of Ruhuna for the year 2017; 

(ii) Annual Report of the Institute of Biochemical, Molecular Biology and 

Biotechnology - University of Colombo for the year 2017; 

(iii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate Institute of English - The 

Open University of Sri Lanka for the year 2017; 



        ( 8 ) M. No. 61 

 (iv) Annual Report of the South Eastern University of Sri Lanka for the year 

2017; and 

(v) Annual Report of the Open University of Sri Lanka for the year 2017 

 

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education and Human Resources Development.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(7) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Annual Report 

of the National Crafts Council for the year 2017 and moved that this Report be referred 

to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Manufacturing and Services.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(8) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Annual Report 

of the Sugarcane Research Institute for the year 2017 and moved that this Report be 

referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Lands.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(9) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Ministry of Highways & Road 

Development and Petroleum Resources Development in the First Report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts for the period from 06.06.2017 to 08.12.2017 which 

was presented to Parliament on 21.02.2019 and moved that this Report be referred to 

the Committee on Public Accounts.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(10) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Disaster Management Section of the 

Ministry of Public Administration & Disaster Management in the First Report of the 

Committee on Public Accounts for the period from 06.06.2017 to 08.12.2017 which 

was presented to Parliament on 21.02.2019 and moved that this Report be referred to 

the Committee on Public Accounts.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(11) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Performance 

Report of the Ministry of Postal Services & Muslim Religious Affairs for the year 2018 

and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal 

Administration and Public Management. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(12) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the — 

(i) Performance Report of the Department of Manpower & Employment for 

the year 2016; and 

(ii) Annual Report of the Department of Labour for the year 2017 

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education and Human Resources Development.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 3.  Presentation of Reports from Committees : Hon. C. B. Rathnayake, Chair  of 

the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Youth, Sports, Arts and Heritage presented the 

Report of the said Committee on, “Regulations under the Convention Against Doping in 

Sports Act, No. 33 of 2013” which were referred to the said Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.    

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :  

 (1) Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma presented a petition dated 21.01.2019 from     
  Mr. I.A.N.J. Perera of No.179/2, Akarawita, Gampaha. 

 

 (2) Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri presented a petition dated 06.01.2019 from         
  Mr. A.R.W.M.M.R. Amarakoon of “Amarakoon Niwasa”, Wangiya  
  Kumbura, Boralanda.  

  
The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

5. Motions for Leave of Absence : The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena seconded by 

Hon. C. B. Rathnayake moved,— That the Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera, Member of 

Parliament for Matara Electoral District be granted leave under the Article 66(f) of the 

Constitution, to be absent from the Sittings of Parliament for a period of three months from 

March 12, 2019. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

6. Revival of Underperforming Enterprises or Underutilized Assets (Repeal) : 
The Minister of Public Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development 

presented a Bill,— Bill to repeal the Revival of Underperforming Enterprises or 

Underutilized Assets Act, No. 43 of 2011. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, June 04, 2019 and to be 

printed and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.  
 

7. Institute of Valuers of Sri Lanka (Amendment) : The Minister  of Lands and 

Parliamentary Reforms on behalf of the Minister of Finance presented a Bill,— Bill to 

amend the Institute of Valuers of Sri Lanka Law, No. 33 of 1975. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, June 04, 2019 and to be 

printed and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.  
 

8. Sittings of the Parliament : The Leader  of the House of Par liament    

moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 8 of the 

Parliament, the hours of Sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 

p.m.. At 6.00 p.m. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. 

Speaker shall  adjourn the Parliament without question put.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

9. Order under the Strategic Development Projects Act : The Minister of 

Development Strategies and International Trade moved,— That the Order made by the 

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade under Section 3(4) of the 

Strategic Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008  and published in the Gazette 

Extraordinary No. 2084/18 of 14th August 2018, which was presented on 29.03.2019, be 

approved. 

(At 2.32 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 
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 Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena seconded by Hon. Bimal Rathnayake moved,—

That Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.34 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.) 
 

The Minister of Tourism Development, Wildlife and Christian Religious Affairs 

moved,—That Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.04 p.m. Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe took the Chair.) 
 

Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne seconded by Hon. Bandula Lal Bandarigoda    

moved,—That Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 4.38 p.m. Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama took the Chair.) 
 

The Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade moved,—That 

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 5.08 p.m. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake took the Chair.) 

(At 5.40 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

10. Adjournment : The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 6.00 p.m. adjourned until 1.00 

p.m. on Wednesday, May 22, 2019. 


